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beginning of our Lenten seasonbeginning of our Lenten season

Continued on page 2

Building the Church
 Sunday mornings during 
Lent we will be looking at 
our role in partnering with 
Christ to build his church.  
Each week we will look at 

how we can make an eternal difference by 
using what God has given us.  
See page 3.

Superbowl Party and Youth Groups
Friendship Hall at Lake 
of the Woods Church 
was transformed into a 
large Superbowl watch 
party for teens. Teens 

invited friends, played games, ate a lot of 
festive food and watched the game on 
a big screen. Youth groups were invited 
from churches in Orange, Culpeper and 
Fredericksburg. 55 teens attended.  
See page 7.

Under Oppression, a Light Shines
 Hindutva is an ideology 
that believes only Hindus 
are true Indians, and that 
Christians, Muslims and 
other religious minorities 

have ‘foreign’ roots and must be expelled. 
See page 4.

Over the years I’ve noticed, in late 
February, sometime early March, people 
sporting grayish crosses on their foreheads.  
Mostly I connected it with the day after 
Shrove Tuesday and because I spent some 
time as a student in New Orleans the 
excesses of Mardi Gras came to mind. I 
know it’s the beginning of Lent, when I 
was sitting in my car waiting for my niece 
to get out of the Wednesday night service 
at LOW church. The congregants started 
emerging, with those little icons neatly 
sketched in up above, I started wondering 
what is “Ash Wednesday” all about.  My 
niece is a good Christian woman, and 
she hesitated and then said, “it’s about us 
remembering that we were created out 
of the dust of the earth, and ultimately 
we return back to that dust.” Well, to tell 
you the truth, I didn’t think too much 
of that happy thought.  She sensed my 

verbal reticence, and opened a small flyer, 
told me not to start the car, and read the 
following: “Ash Wednesday is a solemn re-
minder of human mortality and the need 
for reconciliation with God and marks 
the beginning of the penitential Lenten 
season.”  Pretty serious stuff.  But when I 
suggested we cruise out to the Clearwater 
Grill for some ribs—she loved their fish 
sandwiches-- she turned me down.  She 
said she was fasting, this one meal, but 
that she’d join me and have an iced tea.  

I sensed she was serious about this Lent-
en thing, and as I attacked my portion 
of ribs with a lot of hot sauce, she began 
clueing me into the significance of these 
six and a half weeks (or about 40 days, 
more or less) before Easter. 

Home Helps Celebrates 10 Years 
In its decade, the ministry 
has completed 850 projects. 
Among these: furnish and 
paint a Meditation Room 
at the Brisben Center, pick 

up items for an Afghan refugee family... 
just to name a few. 
See page 5.

Sr. Pastor Colson and the pastoral staff after imposition of ashes.
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Continued from page 1
Apparently, the word “Lent” comes from a German word 

I can’t pronounce, which means “lengthening”. The days are 
beginning to be more prolonged, in other words Spring time 
is beginning to make its mark. The forty day period of time 
is a reminder of the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness 
fasting and praying; the period of forty days of rain on No-
ah’s ark; the time Moses spent fasting on Mt. Sinai receiving 
God’s commandments, and the forty years that the Israelites 
spent in repentance circling the Sinai Peninsula. It’s a time 
of preparation, of discipline, of waiting on the Lord, and of 
Spiritual resuscitation. She didn’t say “resuscitation”, but it 
applies here. She looked up from her pamphlet straight at 
me. “It’s a time when one looks over one’s life and ponders 
the mess, we might have made of it. And, if we are trying 
to make this life’s journey without God’s help, without the 
healing and peace of walking with Jesus, we are in for a really 
challenging and difficult time.”  I didn’t say anything as I 
munched on a sweet potato fry, but I kind of felt like she was 
talking about me. I was moved. 

After I dropped her off, I went home, dug up my dusty 
Bible, and googled “Lent”.  Apparently, it was practiced as a 
pre-Easter season of fasting as far back as the first century, the 
very earliest days of the church. Ireneaus tells us that.  Mostly 
it relates to fasting, but in more modern times, the idea of 
denying ourselves in areas that we might have become indul-
gent, has become a favored practice. But it is all supposed to 
be done with God’s help, and with the intent of getting to 
know our Lord Jesus in a more personal and intimate way. I 
didn’t want to go out and tell anyone, but I sort of wish that 
I had knelt and received that ashen cross as a reminder of the 
direction in which my heart was beginning to lean. A verse 
stuck in my mind, which I think sort of helps to sum things 
up:

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal, but store up for yourselves trea-
sures in heaven. . . For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21)

Continued on page 4

Chairman’s Message
By Bud Moody, Chairman of the Board of Elders

Wow!  The year is 2023 as I am writing this article and 
your Board of Elders is off to an amazing start. We welcomed 
new Elders Bob Harbick, Beth Richards, and Barbara Schach 
at our January meeting. They have “jumped right in” and are 
carrying on the work of departing Elders Shannon Smith, 
Sparky Watson, and Wayne Thompson. How very blessed 
The Lake of the Woods Church is to have such a pool of rich 
talent so ready to serve the Lord.

As we emerge from the COVID-19 crisis, our Sunday 
attendance is way up and we are experiencing growth in all 
of our Sunday Bible Study classes. Due to your generosity, we 
finished fiscal year 2022 with an operating budget surplus. 
This will enable us to increase our support of community and 
world missions, expand our community outreach, and make 
some much-needed infrastructure improvements and repairs 
in 2023. 

 
One of our major goals for this year is to call a new Fam-

ily Pastor in service to our growing congregation of Young 
Families. Several applications have been received and we are 
reviewing them to identify the best candidates. The Pastoral 
Search Committee will vet the candidates and recommend 
its proposed finalist to the Board of Elders for approval. 
Congregational review will follow and your vote will call a 
new Family Pastor to the church. We pray for God’s guid-
ance and that this will happen sooner rather than later.
  

I am also pleased to report our Child Care Center is now 
fully staffed and in the process of expanding its enrollment.  
Child Care Center Director, Christine Schieck and her 
talented staff are doing an amazing job of bringing us back to 
full operation and introducing many new program offerings. 

There is not enough space in this newsletter for me to cite 
all of the incredible contributions by our many leadership 
volunteers and our hard-working staff.  It would take vol-
umes to recount all that has been done and is being done to 
carry out our main mission To Know Christ, And To Make 
Christ Known.  So, I will close with a simple heart-felt thank 
you, thank you, thank you!

Submitted by Gil Elvgren
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From the Senior Pastor
Building the Church Through Time,

Talent, and Treasure
Our time begins at birth and ends on this earth with 

death. For most, it is about 25,000 days. Our time is pre-
cious and cannot be stored up like grain in a barn. Once a 
moment passes it is gone forever. As Christ followers, our 
life on earth is a pilgrimage toward heaven. Each day of each 
week, of each month, of each year we progressively march 

forward on our pilgrimage. 
 
A large part of our journey is obedience 

to God and his Holy Scriptures and a 
dedication to Know Christ, and to Make 
Christ Known. Through Bible study, daily 
prayer, devotions, and attending church, 

we develop a close personal relationship with God. We share 
our successes and our failures with him and ask for his guid-
ance in our daily lives. 

 
Volunteering and assisting others with ministries and mis-

sions in and of the church is another wonderful way to share 
our personal time to the glory of God. We show our love 
for God and our desire to help build his church by letting 
Christ use our hands, feet, eyes, and voice. Your gifts of time, 
talent and treasure are very unique because you are the only 
one who can offer them. 

 
All of us have special talents and gifts which are a sign of 

the power and majesty of God. These talents are not gifted 
to us for hoarding or keeping to ourself. They have been 
given to us for the enrichment of the lives of others and that 
we might better be able to serve God.  

The Apostle Peter writes  Each one of you has received a 
special grace, so like good stewards responsible for all these dif-
ferent graces of God, put yourselves at the service of others. We 
use our talents to visit the sick and elderly through visitation 
or Chaplain ministry, to feed the hungry through Brisben 
Center, to teach children and youth through Good News 
Clubs, Awana, Sunday School, Children’s Church, Youth 
Group and FCA Club. We come together to pray for others 
and for the work of God. Christ calls each one of us to be a 
part of the Spiritual and Corporal Works done in his name.  
That makes us co-laborers with Christ in his Holy Kingdom 
minded work. What a privilege we have been given!  

Lastly, the Christian shares from their gifts of treasure.  
Like the servants in Christ’s parable from Matthew 25:14-
30 we are supposed to make good use of the material gifts 
that have been given to us by God.  God is the great giver, 
and in appreciation and response to God’s generosity we 
give back a portion of that to him. We share of our resources 
with those in need in our family, community, church and 
world.  St. Francis of Assisi said, It is in giving that we receive. 
John Wesley said, Do all the good you can, by all the means 
you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all 
the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can.  

Sunday mornings during Lent we will be looking at our 
role in partnering with Christ to build his church. Each 
week we will take a look at how we can make an eternal dif-
ference by using what God has given us. Let’s commit our-
selves during this season to come together to offer God what 
we have to further his church and his Kingdom. Amen! 
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Missions
Under Oppression, a Light

Prayer for Missions

Gracious Father, we pray on behalf of our mission-
ary partners this month. We pray for protection as 
they minister in India where there is great perse-
cution. Change the hearts and transform the lives 
of those that they minister to. Guide your people 
to support their work, so that they might be able 
to continue to make Christ known to unreached 
people groups. Amen. 

India is a Scary Place to be a Christian.
Hindutva is an ideology that believes only Hindus are 

true Indians, and that Christians, Muslims and other reli-
gious minorities have foreign roots and must be expelled. 
It has experienced a big increase in recent years and Hindu 
extremists freely attack others with impunity, even using 
extreme violence in some parts of the country.

Christians increasingly experience social exclusion in their 
communities, discrimination in the workplace, and have 
false accusations and rumors spread about them.

Our Partner of the Month for March bravely serves in this 
dangerous environment. Their identity and location cannot 
be posted on the internet.

 
In spite of government oppression, they have:

•   Provided food and clothing for 3,900 homeless  
      children,
•   Provided aid to over 900 persecuted Christian 
     families and widows,
•   Rescued 117 children from human trafficking and 
     labor camps, and
•   Presented the Gospel to thousands of people.

Their bold purpose:
•   ZERO languages without the Bible
•   ZERO people groups without Disciple Makers
•   ZERO oral learners without an oral Bible
•   ZERO villages or neighborhoods without a church
•   ZERO people who have not heard the Gospel

Nine of their co-workers are in jail for having preached 
Christ. 

One of their pastors was imprisoned for five years but 
wrote, I have thoroughly learned being in this jail cell that 
there is no place in this world as secure as on my knees before 
my heavenly Father.

One morning before school, the children and staff 
were praying for the prisoners. Shaul, a 10-year-old boy, 
remembered his parents in jail, and with tears in his eyes, 
read Psalm 97:12, Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and 
give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name. He then 
encouraged the other children who were crying, saying, God 

is still watching over us. Let us together thank our heavenly 
Father for the name of our powerful deliverer, Jesus.

How you Can Pray for this Ministry:
• Pray for Divine favor with a Godless government 

concerning various approvals needed to continue their 
charitable work.

• Pray for Afghani and Rohingya (Myanmar) refugee 
outreach.

• Pray for the pastors and graduates of their Bible college 
as they plant churches, find needy families and bring 
children to their children’s home.
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Community Outreach
Home Helps celebrates 10 years of providing 
extraordinary service to our community

In 2013 a member of the Short-term Mission Committee 
said, Why don’t we do a mission like Christmas in April? and 
the Home Helps Ministry was born. It has grown from a 
one-off spring event to ministry throughout the year, two 
mission weekends and joining with the Youth Ministry. 
Since then, Home Helps has ministered to over 220 people, 
half of whom do not attend our church; 250 people have 
served in the ministry. The contribution of each of them was 
valuable and we sincerely thank them.

The mission of Home Helps is to share the love of Jesus 
through physical helps for home owners. Assistance is 
primarily for those who have limitations due to financial 
situation, health or age. Among services the ministry can 
provide are: carpentry and minor construction, cleaning, 
painting, plumbing and electrical repairs, moving and yard 
work. There is no charge for materials or labor. While we 
rake many leaves, install doors and make repairs, our main 
goal is to bring hope, encouragement and the love of Jesus to 
people in need.

At one house we raked leaves, repaired a fence, replaced a 
door bell and removed ivy from trees but didn’t know how 
God was using our volunteers to meet a deeper need. The 
funeral for a dear uncle of the homeowner was held on the 
day we came but she was unable to attend. She wrote:

I was sad in missing my dear one’s funeral
Thinking of all the loved ones who have gone away.
Then I heard an inner voice whisper to me,
You’re not alone – they haven’t all gone away.
You have family standing right there, disguised as angels
Dressed in sweatshirts, jackets and jeans.

We have no idea how God will use our work. 

In its decade, the ministry has completed 850 projects. 
Among these: furnish and paint a Meditation Room at the 
Brisben Center, pick up items for an Afghan refugee family, 
move a laundry room from the basement to first floor, repair 
and install a wheelchair lift and replace the pump for a wet 
septic field. Home helps has installed 23 ramps at homes for 

Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me. Gal 5:14

mobility-impaired people.

A woman living alone with cancer in Lake of the Woods 
wrote, I asked the church group to clean off my path and clean 
out the front flower bed – well – the angels descended and 
raked leaves, pruned bushes, cleaned walkways and picked 
up fallen branches. What a blessing! I have been a member 
of the church for 30 years and the members have always been 
wonderful and giving, but this was really a blessed thing to 
give.

Multiple projects underway at a Unionville home.

Home Helps ramp # 23 is completed.
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Congregational Care Ministry
Support group assistance extends beyond our 
congregation - All are welcome!

Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Heather Austin   Doris Barnes   
Foster Billheimer   Connie Chapin
Carl Cornwell  Judy Curnow 
Danny Delongis  Susan Dyer 
Larry Ervin   Steve Gaines 
Roberta Klooster  Olivia Knights
Bud Lewis   Rick Nelson
Tom & Lois Northam Dave O’Hara 
Mary & Lonnie Paxton Dick Rankin
Selena Rave  Andy Rayne  
Marvin Snoddy           Henrick & Margaret Thode
Rose Tuminaro

Please be in prayer for the families of Betty Larson and 
Boyce Wray who have recented gone to be with the Lord.

Listed below are some of our support groups available to 
everyone. 

Grief Share – This program is available for those who have 
experienced the death of a loved one, friend, or relative, 
regardless of how long ago this may have occurred. Meetings 
are being held on Mondays from 7-8:30 p.m. for the current 
thirteen session. Contact the church for the date of the next 
meeting.

DivorceCare – Spouses who have been involved in a divorce 
are welcome to be a part of this program. Meetings will be 
held on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. Contact the church for 
the date of the next meeting.

Cancer Support – Two sessions are available for anyone suf-
fering from cancer or supporting a loved one with cancer:

Woman’s Group – 3rd Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m. 
Men’s Group – 3rd Tuesday of each month at 4 p.m. 

Contact the church to register 540-972-9060. These ses-
sions may be held on Zoom or in person.
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Youth Ministry

On February 12, 2023, Friendship Hall at Lake of the 
Woods Church was transformed into a large Superbowl 
watch party for teens. Teens invited friends, played games, 
ate a lot of festive food and watched the game on a big 
screen. Youth groups were invited from churches in Or-
ange, Culpeper and Fredericksburg, 55 teens attended. Jesse 
Owens, Youth Minister said that the event kicked off  (pun 
intended) one of our 2023 ministry goals which is To Know 
Christ and Make Christ Known by joining together teens 
from other youth groups. This goal is birthed from the rec-
ognition that Christian teens are spread throughout church-
es and schools in our area. These teens see each other every 
day at school and have no idea that they’re family in Christ. 
This year, the ministry endeavors to Make Christ known by 
making their nearest Christian brothers and sisters known.

This month, The Lake of the Woods Church Youth 
Group (LOWCYG) has welcomed 28 new teens in our 
ministry. We are praising God for His fruit from our focus 
on Christ minded leadership, which was the theme of our 
Winter Missions Retreat in January. Christ minded leader-
ship is another goal that Jesse set for the teens in the Timo-
thy group and the volunteer youth leaders. Through training 
and discipleship teens will be equipped to carry out His 
work and they certainly are answering the call by inviting 
friends to youth group. Each week we see a blessing unfold 
as the teens invite their friends to fun-filled Neos Nights 
and service-centered Neos Serve Nights on a Fridays. Those 
same new teens come back on Sunday for Higher Grounds 
youth service where they hear the gospel. We see those same 
new teens come back again for Wednesday night youth and 
so on. And He said unto them, Follow Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men. Matthew 4:19 

Once a month, the LOWCYG goes to Germanna 
Heights to visit the residents and lead the Sunday worship 
service. There is that word again - “lead”. The youth praise 
band shares their musical gifting by leading worship. In 
February, Mark Bridgham gave the Germanna residents 
a wonderful message. Additionally, a crew of teens spend 
every Monday in Locust Grove Primary School and Locust 
Grove Elementary sharing the Gospel through our Good 
News Clubs and invite them to join them for Kidz JAM 
(which they teach every 1st and 3rd Sunday) at LOWC. 

If you ask any adult volunteer leader or teen, what is so spe-
cial about the LOWCYG, there is no doubt that part of the 
answer will be that we are brothers and sisters in Christ and 
it feels like a family! Recently the entire youth group had the 
privilege of participating in the Owen’s family baby reveal 
party.  It was perfectly timed on Wednesday night along 
with the gospel message of spiritual transformation through 
Jesus Christ...being born again.  

Area Youth Groups join LOWC Superbowl party

Youth group invited other youth groups to their Super Bowl 
party.

Please join us in prayer for Youth Minister Jesse, Kassia, 
Zebedee, Miridia, Ke’Koa and Baby Boy Owens. 
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 2 Barbara Edwards
  Jeffrey Liebold
 3 Bud Moody
 5 Harold Wood
  Mary Hartzel
 8 David Gazzetta
  Tom Schafer
 11 Henrick Thode
 12 Tricia Padgett
  Tony DeMarco
  Warren Reder
 13 Philip Herron
  Randy Royce
 14 Henry Altman
  Kevin Thomson
  Lyle McWhirt
 16 Ellen Schwartz
  Kristen Ulrey
  Susanne Breckenridge- 
    Helsel

 17 Joan Brown
 18 Olive Kelly-Tatum
 19 Janet Bocook
 20 Joseph Wilson
 21 Rebecca Slagle
  William Lanier
 23 Peggy  Grella
 24 Alison Merrell
 26 Joyce Haring
 27 Karlee Thomson
  Rhonda Richard
 28 Eldon Doubet
 29 David Blackistone
 30 Kerry Sipe
   Shirley Pfile
  Jerry Thompson
 31 James Ogletree

March  Birthdays March Anniversaries
 2 Larry  & Renee Graves
 3 James & Molly Fulton
 8 Lee & Alison Merrell
11 Robert & Janice Mackes

 14 John & Suzanne Lentine
16 Richard & Olive Kelly-  
    Tatum


