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Two local mission partners honored
Mission partners, Life-
Spring Pregnancy Centers 
and the Brisben Center 
homeless shelter, provide 
vital local services to pro-

tect the unborn and assist those struggling 
with debilitating poverty and homeless-
ness. See Page 6.

Children’s Ministry highlighted during 
the Christmas Festival
The Christmas Festival 
was a perfect way to 
welcome in the Advent 
Season with the laugh-

ter and excited giggles of children, their 
parents and new friends from the lake 
community. See page 11.

Outreach ministries provide hope, food 
and baptisms
Youth group assists in 
Thanksgiving Baskets; 
Sunday services renewed 
at Germanna Heights 

Apartments; and fourteen R.I.S.E. Friends 
are confirmed as new church members. 
See page 8.

The Christmas season began much 
differently this year at The Lake of the 
Woods Church with the introduction 
of the first annual Christmas Festival on 
December 3. An “open house” Christmas 
wonderland environment was created at 
the church, and the families from the local 
community responded enthusiastically 
to experience the fun of Christmas and 
begin the celebration of the magical birth 
of Jesus. Discover the joyous details in the 
Children’s article on page 11 as more than 
500 children participated in the festivities. 
Many other church ministries served the 
community with Christmas celebrations 
and parties throughout the month of 
December. 

Christmas Cantata delivers two 
evenings of joy 

On Friday and Saturday, December 16 

and 17, The Lake of the Woods Church 
Chancel Choir performed Christmas Pres-
ence, A Gathering of Hope, Peace, and Love 
written by Pepper Choplin. Under the 
direction of Worship Minister Kevin Pax-
ton, and accompanied by pianist Kathy 
Pellegreen, the choir began learning the 
songs in August. Stringed instruments and 
the moving narration performed by Gil-
lette Elvgren and Donna Blackistone were 
added in early December. In his opening 
message, Minister Paxton encouraged 
the audience to focus on being “present” 
at Christmas-time. The theme of “being 
present” was woven throughout the narra-
tion and the lyrics of the program.

The first selection, The World Awaits 
Your Coming, is based on the words of 
the prophet Isaiah and the promise of 

Youth Winter Missions weekend yields 
amazing results
After two days of fun and 
introspection at the winter 
weekend, the teens made 
commitments to exercise 

their spiritual gifting to make a difference 
in their families and in their community. 
See page 10.
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From the Senior Pastor

Make Frequent Trips 
For Christmas my wife, Johanna, gave me a wonderful 

gift, a jack-ador puppy. A jack-ador is a combination of a 
Jack Russel Terrier and part Chocolate Labrador. After 
our Lab, Hershey, passed last year, I have been longing for 
another Lab. Our poodle, Annie, is a wonderful companion, 
and I love her dearly, but there is something special that I 
love about a Lab. After the excitement of receiving Sophie 
as a little Lab puppy, the reality of owning a “puppy” set in. 

During the night, I am awakened every 
two hours to take her outside to do her 
business. Her “frequent trips” outside are 
a priority for her and for me.  

In a world of mixed-up priorities, it is 
essential for us to make frequent “trips” 

a priority. Not outside like my puppy, but we need to make 
frequent trips to the Word of God a priority so we can be 
reminded of the vital importance of putting God first in our 
lives.

In Matthew Chapter 6, the Lord talks to the crowds about 
material needs which they had then, and we have now. Some 
of these needs are food and clothing, and others are shelter 
and love. The principle of Matthew 6 shows us that God is 
providing. It is wonderful to know that God will provide 
for his people when we do one thing: SEEK HIM FIRST. 

Notice I didn’t say “first-ish” or “first after we get to all the 
other important things in our life.” In Matthew 6:31-33 
(NIV) we read:  

“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.”

The Bible tells us that if we are governed by worry about 
basic worldly necessities and keeping up with the neighbors, 
we are no better than pagans. This passage reminds us we 
must keep God first in all we say and do. If we do this, God 
promises that he will provide all our needs.

As we begin a New Year, let’s make it a priority to keep 
God first in our lives and make frequent trips to the Word 
of God who provides everything.

salvation in the Messiah. The story of Jesus’ birth, as told 
in the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and John, inspired such 
songs as We Are Here, God is Here, and Angels Came to Earth 
One Night. Soprano Michaela Paxton blessed the audience 
with her solo during Breath of Heaven. The chancel choir is 
fortunate to have a strong section of tenors and basses. They 
had a chance to shine in Call of the Magi.  While the piano 
was a beautiful accompaniment, the addition of the strings 
highlighted the worshipful tone of the music. It was a special 
blessing to have additional male and female voices who 
joined the choir just for the cantata. The final two selections, 
Hope, Love, and Joy to the World and Go Tell It Where I 
Send Thee, truly state the mission of The Lake of the Woods 
Church: to know Christ and to make Him known. 

The Cantata was well attended by church members as 
well as many families and friends. One visitor from the 
community commented that the cantata “reminded [her] 
of everything that is important about Christmas.” The 2022 
Christmas Cantata brought joy to the holidays and inspired 
everyone to live in God’s presence all year long. 

Christmas services demonstrate awe and wonder 
During the 7 p.m. Christmas Eve service at The Lake of 

the Woods Church, the parking lot was full with the tem-
perature in the teens. But once inside and  welcomed by the 
festive greeters wearing Santa hats, the sanctuary became a 
place of worship and celebration. Out of the cold, it was a 
fit environment for honoring and praising our Lord for his 
coming as a babe in a manger over 2,000 years ago. 

Scented candles were lit, white and silver poinsettias with 
champagne-colored berries in pine bough settings adorned 
the windows, and large swags of the same framed the railings 
and borders along with a creche on the altar. The room was 
aglow with holy light. Baby Jesus was brought in during each 
procession with the pastors and choir, placed in the creche 
on the altar, and taken off in the same way during the final 
carol.  

The musical worship on Christmas Eve began with a 
processional and the hymn, O Come All Ye Faithful, followed 

by Hark the Herald Angels Sing. Each service ended with a 
rousing rendition of Joy to the World. 

After the greeting by Senior Pastor Adam Colson, the 
long-awaited Christ Advent Candle was lit, the circle of 
light being rounded out as the season was brought to a 
crowning moment. A brass and woodwind ensemble in the 
chancel area complimented the choir in providing uplifting 
accompaniment to the songs and as a prelude to the service’s 
commencement.  

Pastor Colson’s sermon focused on Jesus’ coming as the 
Bread of Life, beginning in Bethlehem, the ‘house of bread”, 
or a place of home and fellowship, and ending his life in 
offering himself as the true ‘bread of life’ come down from 
heaven to redeem and sustain us if we but believe in his 
saving grace. 

“Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they 
died. But here is the bread that comes down from
heaven, which anyone may eat and not die.”
(John 6:49-50).

Continued on page 4

The Holy Family adorns the Worship Center during Christmas.
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Congregational Care Ministry
Day of Remembrance honors lost loved ones 

Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Heather Austin   Doris Barnes   
Foster Billheimer   Joy Boles
Judy Curnow   Danny Delongis
Susan Dyer   Steve Gaines 
Roberta Klooster  Olivia Knights
Betty Larson   Bud Lewis
Maynard Matthies  Rick Nelson
Tom & Lois Northam Dave O’Hara 
Lonnie Paxton  Dick Rankin
Selena Rave  Andy Rayne  
Marvin Snoddy  Margaret Thode
Rose Tuminaro

Please remember in prayer the families of Robin 
Farrell, Micky Talbott and Ted Hetrick who recently 
went to be with the Lord.  

A Day of Remembrance service was held in the Sanctuary 
of The Lake of the Woods Church on December 4. The 
theme was “For Everything There is a Season.” It served as 
an invitation for those who have lost loved ones, both in the 
community and the church, to go forward, light a candle, and 
share a thought or a word in honor of those who were remem-
bered. This has become a traditional service at the church. 
It was initiated by Pastor Mike Lemay several years ago as 
an expression of the church’s participation in the nationally 
recognized GriefShare seminar. Its primary goal is to help 
people move forward in the grieving process of a loved one’s 
death and to deal with surviving social events, life changes, 
and discovering and cultivating a hope for one’s future. 

Pastor Lemay shared a message which is summed up in the 
following excerpt: “Today is not just a feeling of loss, but also 
of love – love for the person who has gone on to the next life, 
a love that carries on despite passing. With love there is always 
hope, and the greatest love is the love of God, which never 
diminishes or never dies, because it is the love of the Creator 
for His children.”  

Assisting during the service were Chaplains Terry Maple 
and Suzanne Lentine. The congregates were welcomed at the 
onset by Barbara Consentino, program coordinator for the 
church grief recovery programs. 

Ongoing support groups continue into the new year
Grief Share – This program is available for those who have 
experienced the death of a loved one, friend, or relative, 
regardless of how long ago this may have occurred. Meetings 
will be held on Mondays from 7-8:30 p.m. A new session 
began on October 29 and will continue for 13 weeks.

DivorceCare – Spouses who have been involved in a divorce 
are welcome to be a part of this program. Meetings will be 
held on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. A new session began on 
October 30 and will continue for 13 weeks.

Cancer Support – Two sessions are available for anyone suf-
fering from cancer or supporting a loved one with cancer:

Woman’s Group – 3rd Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m. 
Men’s Group – 3rd Tuesday of each month at 4 p.m. 

Contact the church to register 540-972-9060. These ses-
sions may be held on Zoom or in person.

Communion appropriately followed with the celebration 
of Jesus’ sacrifice in our sharing of the bread and the wine. An 
inspiring moment followed as the lights dimmed and candles 
were lit, the flickering light being passed among the worship-
pers during the singing of Silent Night. During the 7 p.m. 
service Pastor Colson used the glow sticks that were given 
to the children as an object lesson. His message was that 
the glow sticks must be broken in order to shine. Similarly, 
people’s self-serving natures must be broken to let the light of 
Christ shine through. 

The choir provided a selection from the Christmas Canta-
ta, Go Tell It Where I Send Thee at the 7 p.m. service. An en-
semble of brass, strings clarinets and percussion accompanied 
the hymns. Musical blessings also included Kathy Pellegreen 
at the 7 and 9 p.m. services and Michaela Paxton at the 11 
p.m. service singing O’ Holy Night. Kathy Pellegreen played 
the chimes at the stroke of midnight.

     
It was a Christmas that reminded us once again of the 

wonder, awe, and faith that we share as a community in our 
Messiah’s love for us as well as the love we have for Him. 

Season of joy
Continued from page 2

Candles are lit as Silent Night is sung during the Blended 
Service.

A Day of Remembrance service is observed in the Sanctuary.
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Missions
Two local mission partners rescue the unborn 
and the homeless 

In this combined CrossCurrents issue, The Lake of the 
Woods Church is recognizing partners of the month for 
January and February: LifeSpring Preganancy Centers and 
the Brisben Center for the homeless.

LifeSpring Pregnancy Centers help women in crises  
The January ministry Partner of the Month is LifeSpring 

Pregnancy Centers. Formerly known as Thrive Women’s 
Healthcare of Central Virginia, this ministry is dedicated 
to helping women, teens and families in crisis pregnancy. 
Three pregnancy centers serve ten counties and the city 
of Charlottesville to share the abundant love and truth 
of Christ. Since 1984 LifeSpring has helped women, and 
supported families locally by offering no-cost pregnancy 
tests, infectious disease testing and treatment, ultrasounds, 
and material assistance. LifeSpring provides hope and 
healing through post-abortion ministries and sexual 
integrity education. Grounded in God’s word and abundant 
love, this vital ministry affects local communities, jails, and 
college campuses. 

 
The LifeSpring clinics treated many clients in 2022 with 

1540 client visits. This included 375 new clients and 298 
repeat clients. Additionally, clients from 12 different nations 
were treated.  God continues to use LifeSpring as a place of 
refuge for those in need... a place where women can hear the 
truth about life and God. LifeSpring’s key objectives are: 
Life assured for every baby; Hope renewed for every family; 
and Lives transformed through Jesus Christ.

 
This ministry understands that young men are an 

important family component. Peter, the men’s ministry 
coordinator, explains that most fathers come from broken 
families without a man in their lives to mentor them about 
the responsibilities of a husband and father. The goal of 
Life-Spring is to be the welcoming arms of Jesus for the 
fathers during visits to the center, to be a listener and to 
witness for the Gospel story into their life’s circumstances.

 
Ways to support LifeSpring Pregnancy Centers

The pregnancy centers receive no government assistance. 
They host fall fundraising events, walks, and appeal for 
pledges in order to support their organization and the 
sanctity of human life. The Lake of the Woods Church and 
other churches in the area make a positive impact to this 

ministry by partnering to save babies, restore women and 
renew families.

 
The Baby Bottle campaign at The Lake of the Woods 

Church has been actively collecting donations during 
January. LifeSpring thanks all who have participated for 
being part of an amazing opportunity to help fund the ever-
expanding needs of the ministry. Monetary donations, baby 
items and diapers are helping those in need.

 
The first LifeSpring Conference: “Can we protect our 
children from human trafficking, and how do we promote 
healthy Christian sexuality?” takes place February 25, 2023, 
in Charlottesville. 

 
Participate in the Walk for Life taking place in Culpeper 

on April 15 and in Charlottesville on April 29. 
 

The Director of Volunteers, Sara Shifflett, shares 
following Prayer Requests:

- Strength and endurance for the staff, specifically the   
      staff interacting with clients

- Divine appointments for the staff to share the Gospel
- Recruit more volunteers—specifically ones who speak 
   multiple languages
- Expand and wisely use the resources that God has so 
   graciously provided
- Touch more abortion-minded clients at the centers 

 
For more information go to Lifeva.org (volunteer) and 

lifespringva.org (client)
Continued on page 7

Brisben Center offers a way out of poverty  
The Brisben Center located in Fredericksburg, VA is the 

February Mission Partner of the Month. Founded in 1988, 
the Brisben Center has the capacity to house 80 homeless 
men, women, and children in dorms and individual family 
units. Residents are generally permitted to stay for 90 days 
while they attempt to break the cycle of homelessness. The 
center offers job placement opportunities, self-help, and 
other programs to improve their chances of success. While 
at the center, residents receive three meals each day and a 
safe bed in which to sleep. 

Since 2005 the homeless center has provided shelter and 
“hand-up” assistance to more than 7,000 people to give 
them hope and a pathway out of poverty. David Cooper, the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Brisben Center, was recently 
asked what he wanted others to know about the homeless 
shelter in Fredericksburg. This was his response:

“Spread the word that the Brisben Center is one of several 
providers of homeless services. However, Brisben offers and 
provides unique ‘hand-up’ services for the homeless that 
are ‘safe’ among the sheltered children and families and 
those who are willing to work on themselves to become 
sustainably re-housed.  In short, we help the homeless to 
become productive citizens that are independent of long-
term public support.”

He went on to explain how the Brisben Center will 
continue to apply their successful operating model despite 
risking the loss of substantial federal housing subsidies. 
The government policy of only providing a place to sleep 
without concern regarding the individual’s situation doesn’t 
seem to work well in Cooper’s experience. The Brisben 
Center embraces the principles of “Financial Literacy; Case 
Management and Mobility Mentoring; Good Health and 
Sobriety; Community Engagement; Healthy Parenting 
Skills; and Living Wage Employment. By offering these 
valuable services, instead of simply warehousing walk-in, 
high-risk individuals, those struggling in poverty will have 
a far greater chance of breaking the cycle of homelessness. 
Cooper strongly believes that teaching the tools to become 
self-sufficient is just as important as having housing, and 
he can cite numerous Brisben success stories that prove this 
approach works.   

The church remains active at the Brisben Center through 
financial and clothing donations. Volunteers serve lunch 
two Thursday’s each month. The residents and staff love 
“Cheeseburger Thursday’s.” Last year a room at the center 
was refurbished by the church Home Helps team, and it is 
staffed by church chaplains one day each week to provide 
spiritual care for residents. Last year the church assisted the 
Brisben staff during their successful fundraising event at the 
Fawn Lake golf course. To learn more about helping with 
counseling programs, visit the Brisben Center website at 
brisbencenter.org. Chaplains and those who would like to 
volunteer as cooks and servers should contact the church 
office.

Continued from page 6

Mission partners

Prayer for Missions

Our Father and our God, your Word reminds us 
of your special concern for the poor, the homeless, 
and those facing adversity.  We pray for those living 
under bridges or in make-shift tent villages, and for 
those who have too little to eat: bless our ministry 
to the destitute through our partner, the Brisben 
Center, and give them the gift of hope as they learn 
to put their trust in you.  We ask it in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

Joe and Sandy Roth and Annette Ferguson volunteer at the 
Lifespring table during the baby bottle collection event.
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Community Outreach

Families are supported, Germanna services 
renewed and R.I.S.E. friends are baptized 
Community Outreach teams provide food for the holidays

The holiday season for the outreach teams at The 
Lake of the Woods Church began in early November. A 
church-wide food drive collected food items and cash for a 
traditional Thanksgiving dinner for neighbors and church 
members who needed extra help with expenses. Each year 
about 40 families receive a complete “Thanksgiving Basket” 
that includes a large turkey, vegetables and a dessert. The 
Thanksgiving Baskets were distributed from the church 
and the Living Water free clinic on the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving. For people who didn’t have the capability 
to cook, gift cards were distributed to assist with increased 
holiday food expenses. 

This year the church Youth Group, led by Minister 
Jesse Owens, assisted with organizing and packing the 
Thanksgiving Baskets. Additionally, Youth Group members 
distributed holiday cards of encouragement and a small gift 
of freshly baked cookies to the residents of the Germanna 
Heights Apartments.

R.I.S.E. Friends baptized for confirmation in January
During a joyful and highly emotional ceremony at the 

9:45 service on January 8, Senior Pastor Adam Colson 
baptized six faithful R.I.S.E. (Reglious Instruction for 
Special Education) Friends into the fellowship of Christ. 
The church was swelled to near capacity for the service as 
families, friends, and church members celebrated their new 
commitment to Jesus. Led by Ministry Steward Rich Kurz, 
these friends joined the rest of their R.I.S.E. Friends for 
their confirmation into the church on Sunday, January 22. 

Sunday services resume at Germanna Heights Apartments
After a long pause caused by COVID-19 restrictions, 

a ministry outreach team from The Lake of the Woods 
Church resumed Sunday services at the Germanna Heights 
Apartments. Led by new Ministry Coordinator, Terry 
Maple, the first service was held on December 4 at 11:30 
a.m. Seven residents attended to hear a riveting Gospel 
message presented by Chaplain John Lentine. They enjoyed 
fellowship, coffee and donuts provided by the church Youth 
Ministry. Afterwards the Youth Ministry team, led by Jesse 
and Cassia Owens, delivered cookies and cards to residents 
and invited them to join future church services. 

Continued from page 8

Renewed ministries

Continued on page 9

Pastor Adam baptizes Ethel Putman.

R.I.S.E. Friends joyfully sing “Thrive” at their confirmation.

John Lentine leads the residents of Germanna Heights in a 
Sunday service. 

The Youth Group is all smiles after assembling Thanksgiving 
baskets for Community Outreach.

Baptism is a joyful time for Raymond Little.

Pastor Adam congratulates Diane Timmons.Vernoica Atkins exchanges a smile with Pastor Adam.
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Hundreds of children enjoy first Christmas Festival
Children’s Ministry

The first annual Christmas Festival at The Lake of the 
Woods Church was held on a warm and sunny day in early 
December. It was a perfect way to welcome in the Advent 
Season with the laughter and excited giggles of children, 
their parents and new friends from the lake community.

Outside the church familiar Christmas music played as 
joyful children rode the train around the upper parking lot, 
glided across the iceless skating rink and excitedly bounced 
inside the snow globe for fun photos. Two food trucks pro-
vided lunch for the hungry partiers.

Inside the church the celebrations continued as many 
volunteers assisted children with fun crafts and games. In 
Friendship Hall beautifully decorated sugar cookies and 
stunning tree ornaments were designed and treasured by 
little imaginations. Downstairs in the Discovery Zone there 
were Christmas-themed games, crafts, and face painting. 
Mr. Checkers (aka John Lentine) charmed the fidgety, but 
engrossed, children with his guitar and magic tricks, and the 
excitement of the day reached its climax when Santa, Mrs. 
Claus and Buddy the Elf arrived.

Finally, when the children and their parents thought there 
could be no more excitement packed into their day, they 
were ushered into the church Worship Center for the day’s 
finale. There, the children sat with wide-eyed wonder as 
they watched sugar plum fairies glide across the stage in an 
abbreviated performance of the Nutcracker performed by 
the local Dance Xpressions dance studio.

The festival was an event where all were blessed abun-
dantly. Mandy Robinson, the Children’s Ministry Director, 
coordinated the event with the help of more than fifty 
volunteers. Along with the staff of The Lake of the Woods 
Church, they organized all the activities. “The goal of our 
community outreach,” says Miss Mandy, “is to draw in 
people from our community and share the love of Jesus with 
them by our good deeds.” The mission of the Children’s 
Ministry is to “Make Christ Known to Children” and to 
demonstrate that love to its neighbors. On this December 
day, more than five hundred children, their parents, friends 
and neighbors gathered as this love was shared.

Youth Winter Missions Weekend models 
Christ’s multi-generational evangelism

Youth Ministry

Youth Minister Jesse Owens, Christ-minded Servant 
Leader, provided the following uplifting report of the 
January Winter Missions Weekend: 

The past six months have been tremendous for the youth 
at The Lake of the Woods Church. During the summer, 
the Lord used our teen missionaries to grow his Kingdom 
as they counseled dozens of elementary-aged students to 
salvation. In the fall he used these same teen missionaries 
to disciple their peers who are exploring ministry for the 
first time. This momentum has carried through the winter, 
straight into Winter Missions Weekend.

Every year God uses this retreat to set hearts on fire for 
the work of sharing the Gospel in the mission fields, in 
our community, and even in our families. The weekend 
is packed with testimonies and training from vocational 
missionaries, pastors, and teen missionaries. This year was 
particularly special as we saw one of the most beautiful 
processes of the Body of Christ take place: multiplication. 
Just as healthy cells multiply in the human body, within the 
anatomy of the church, Christians who are being discipled 
are put to the work of discipling others. Consider the early 
church. After three years of Jesus ministering to Peter, it 
is time for Peter to “feed [his] sheep” ( John 21). Peter 
ministers to the Apostles, who disciple Barnabas, who 

disciples Paul, who disciples Timothy, who shepherds the 
flock in Ephesus. This year, God put the multi-generational 
impact of this ministry on full display.

For two of our leaders and eighteen of our campers, this 
was their first Christian retreat. Many came looking to have 
a great weekend with their friends and left finding their 
divine purpose. On Friday night the thirty-five students 
were divided among five teams; each led by a member of 
the Timothy Group (the Youth Group’s teen leadership 
counsel). Each Timothy Group member was paired with a 
young adult leader (80% of whom were their team leaders 
when they were on the Timothy Group) who especially 
ministered to them when they first entered the ministry. 
Supporting the leadership of the Timothy Group and young 
adults was a team of ten adult leaders who equipped and 
encouraged the great work that was happening among the 
teams. God blessed this model.

While Friday night was buzzing with excitement and 
energy, Saturday night brought a very different tone. 
Following a beautiful message that suggested surrender as 
a primary ingredient to servant-leadership, our worship 
leader—led by The Holy Spirit—sensed a great work 
taking place among the teens and invited them to respond 

Continued on page 12

Thirty five students and their leaders attend Winter Missions Weekend at The Edge Christian Camp in Spring Grove, VA.

Happy children show off their skating skills.

Pastor Adam welcomes children to the festival.

Pastors Adam and Jordan wave to the crowd.
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 1 Christian Colson
 3 Frances Lynch
 4 Bonnie Snoddy
 5 Kathleen Olmstead
 6 Deanna Jones
  Mildred Davis
 7 Jody Puckett
  Linda Green
  Marsha Stumpf
 9 Debbie Jockin
 10 Michael Rieley
 12 Allen Gwaltney
  Deo Hardman
 13 Irene Robinson
 15 Don Smith
 16 Wendy Gwaltney
 17 Jeannie Dietz
  Judy Swarthout

 18 Carol Twedt
  Dan Porter
  Sandy Roth
 20 John Bowles
  Jordan Medas
 21 Eva Rico
 22 John Franklin Nash
 23 Joyce Davis
  Phyllis Palestri
 25 Barbara Rakes
  Sonya Walsh
 27 Alexandra Wile
 28 Nancy Edwards
  Travis Bridgham
 29 Michael Rugless 

February  Birthdays

February Anniversaries
 6 Jim & Faith Quiroga
13 Eddie &  Jennifer Suche
  Jack & Toni Ruther
 14 Randy Whitehead &
   Susan Barnes

23 Kevin & Kristen Maris
24 Kyle Helsel & Susanne   
   Breckenridge-Helsel

by surrendering sin at the altar and submitting to Christ’s 
call on their lives. Within minutes, nearly every teen was 
on their knees before the altar, receiving prayer from their 
leaders. Moved by God’s work in the chapel service, the 
evening Cabin Devotionals pushed into the wee hours of 
the morning as teens shared the work God had just done in 
their hearts.

To close the weekend, teens were presented with 
opportunities to get plugged-in by making commitments 
in the areas that exercise their spiritual gifting. Church 
family, pray for the youth of our church as they explore 
the fullness of their faith. Pray that God will make them 
mighty missionaries to their peers, family, and community. 
Pray that God might preserve a fire from the spark they 
received over Winter Missions Weekend. Pray also for unity 
as our congregation continues to support this work with 
their time, talents, and treasure, so that adult leaders may 
continue discipling young adult leaders, who are discipling 
teen leaders, who are evangelizing and discipling our newest 
friends to the faith.

Winter Missions
Continued from page 10

Everyday is a special day at Winter Camp. 


