November 2022
New church motto proposed
By changing the church
motto to the full quote,
“Knowing Christ and
Making Christ Known,”
the church acknowledges
and testifies that it is a church that places
equal focus on discipleship and outreach.
See Page 3.
Celebrate Recovery ministry is planned
Kip and Marsha Metzer
are assembling a team to
launch this Christ-centered ministry on Wednesday evenings beginning in
January. Read how Celebrate Recovery
changed their lives. See page 5.
LWCC mission partner of the month
The Living Water Community Clinic has been
providing free medical,
emotional, and spiritual
care to eligible citizens in
our community since May 2016, and free
dental care since May 2021. See page 6.
Brennan Hall is in the spotlight
Brennan is interviewed
by Youth Minister Jesse
Owens about his journey
with Jesus. Read about
Brennan’s project to teach
special needs students about the abiding
love of Jesus. See page 8.
Children thrive with Awana
Each week more than
60 children, pre-school
through fifth grade, attend Awana on Wednesday evenings. Awana
Cubbies have fun learning about the love
of Jesus. See page 10.

Gordon Klooster (center) is assisted with yard work by teen Home Helps crew.

Home Helps assists neighbors with
home maintenance.
The 2022 Home Helps Fall Weekend
was held on Friday and Saturday, October
8 and 9. It was a beautiful October weekend with spectacular weather. Several
dozen volunteers, each bringing his or her
own expertise, cheerfully donated their
time to assist neighbors with minor yard
and maintenance projects around their
homes.
Led by church elder and leader, David
Blackistone, 53 adults and 31 teens gathered early each morning in Friendship
Hall at The Lake of the Woods Church
for fresh coffee and breakfast. Following
a prayer, these volunteers were divided
into small, two to five person teams and
assigned to one of the 23 homes on the
project list for the weekend. Volunteers
were provided with the necessary tools
and materials to complete their projects.

The tasks this year consisted of yard
work, installing and repairing wheelchair
ramps, painting, fixing electrical problems, splitting and removing wood, raking
leaves, and clearing gutters. Homeowners
and residents needing extra assistance
included the elderly and the physically
disabled.
Once assigned, the teams were provided
with their task sheets and equipment. After final instructions from Dave, the teams
were sent to their first assigned location.
Team Y-1 was a typical team, assigned to
yard work, clearing downed tree limbs,
and placing the yard waste in front of the
property for later pickup. A different crew
would return in the afternoon to remove
the small maple trees growing in the rain
gutters. Each day the teams reassembled
Continued on page 2

Home Helps
Continued from page 1

at the church for fellowship and a hearty lunch provided by
the Home Helps kitchen crew.
The purpose of the Home Helps weekend is to demonstrate the love of Jesus to neighbors through practical help
and expertise. Because most of the teens were in school on
Friday, the projects on the first day were completed by adult
teams. On Saturday the teens enthusiastically joined the
adults for side-by-side fellowship and service throughout the
community. Youth Minister Jesses Owens praised the work
ethic and servant attitudes of the teens. He said, “The teens
loved the opportunity for multi-generational fellowship and
outreach in the Lake of the Woods community.”

New member, Jared Bueng, tackles overgrown lawn.

This year the Home Helps Fall Weekend enabled the
church members to meet new neighbors. Each team presented a small gift to the homeowner with an invitation
to visit The Lake of the Woods Church. Also, new church
members were able to witness and participate in the Home
Helps outreach ministry to the community.

Additional photos of Home Helps see page 11

David Blackstone summarized the weekend, “This ministry unites teens, parents, volunteers, and new members
in ministry. A major blessing of the Home Helps mission
is meeting and working with new people. The Lake of the
Woods Church is becoming known as a church that reaches out to the community in love and with love. Eight new
people from outside our church family were served. It’s an
honor to be the hands and feet of Jesus in service to our
community.”
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From the Senior Pastor
Knowing Christ and Making Him Known

O

utreach and Missions are clearly part of the DNA
of The Lake of the Woods Church. We put a
significant amount of resources (time, effort and
money) into “making Christ known” in our community and
around the world. We truly believe that proclamation of the
gospel is at the very center of our mission. Through reaching
out to the community and serving the needs of those around
us, we seek to help the entire individual,
body, soul, and spirit. Once individuals
trust Jesus as Lord and Savior, we encourage them to grow in their walk with God
and find opportunities to live out the
gospel in their everyday lives.

gentleness and reverence.” In the same chapter Peter gives
practical ways Christians can and should allow the gospel
to change their hearts and lives. It is in that setting that he
then commands Christians to be ready to give a defense to
anyone who asks about our eternal hope. The more you care
about outreach, the more attention you will first give to your
own spiritual growth. The reason anyone would ask about
our hope is that he first observed our changed and changing
lifestyle.

Our church motto, “Making Christ
Known” speaks to our focus on outreach
and missions. However, when Loren Cunningham, founder
of Youth With A Mission coined the phrase we use in the
church motto, it was “To know Christ and to make him
known.” I believe the full statement speaks more accurately
to Christ’s commission to his church. We are called to know
Christ and to grow in our knowledge and understanding of
him. This comes under the discipleship arm of the church.
When we come together within the church, we are coming
to learn together, to grow together and to stir one another
on to love and good deeds. Our focus on discipleship should
have the same level of passion and excitement as the focus
we have placed on outreach and missions. We cannot make
Christ known until we know him ourselves. Outreach is the
plant that grows out of the seed of discipleship.

You don’t have to serve long in most mission and outreach
opportunities before you realize that you often come to
the end of your own strength and wisdom. Many who have
served locally, or in the Navajo Nation, or overseas come
to realize very quickly that they are tired and in need of
God’s strength. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Who is adequate
for these things?” Times like this, lead us to strengthen our
dependence on the Lord. We cry out to God for the ability
to please and serve Him well. That is why we can also say
what Paul said later in the same passage, “Such confidence we
have through Christ toward God. Not that we are adequate in
ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our
adequacy is from God” (2 Corinthians 3:4-5).

Occasionally someone will come to the church leadership
with concerns over our focus on outreach and missions.
He or she will suggest that we should reduce our efforts in
outreach to focus more heavily on discipleship. The notion
seems to be that outreach and discipleship are mutually
exclusive. When a church dedicates itself to obeying Christ’s
call with excellence, outreach and discipleship will be complementary instead of competitive. The church should never
feel it has to choose between one focus or the other.

Passionate outreach produces fruit that must be cultivated. Christian author, Steve Viars, writes, “The day a church
isn’t filled with all sorts of people who have significant ways
in which to grow is the day the church stops accomplishing
its God-given mission. New believers, and old believers too,
bring all sorts of issues that have to be addressed. But that is
not bad news—it’s a sign of health and vitality. When the
nursery is full, spiritually speaking, the body is healthy. Sure,
resources need to be in place to help babies grow. But that is

Passionate outreach motivates us to grow stronger and to
go deeper. 1 Peter 3:15 says, “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your
hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with

Continued on page 4
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Knowing Christ
Continued from page 3

what makes church ministry exciting, challenging, and truly
worthy of the name body of Christ.”
This year at our Church Annual Meeting, in addition to
voting on Elders, Trustees and the 2023 budget, we will also
be voting on changing our church motto. When I presented
this change to the Board of Elders, they voted unanimously to bring this recommendation before the church for a
vote. By changing our motto to the full quote, “Knowing
Christ and Making Christ Known,” we testify that we are a
church that places equal focus on discipleship and outreach.
I encourage you to discuss this in your small groups, Sunday
School classes, and with your church family. If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.
Partnering with you in the Gospel,

Please remember in your prayers the following members of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:
Heather Austin 		
Foster Billheimer 		
Shirley Cornwell		
Danny Delongis		
Ted Hetrick		
Bud Lewis			
Maynard Matthies		
Tom Northam		
Dave O’Hara 		
Michael Raguckas		
Selena Rave		
Marvin Snoddy		
Margaret Thode		
Danielle Turcola		

Doris Barnes 		
Mike Brennan
Judy Curnow
Susan Dyer
Betty Larson
Greg Martin
Rick Nelson
Lois Northam
Lonnie Paxton
Dick Rankin
Andy Rayne
Ed Taylor
Rose Tuminaro

Please remember those in our congregation who have
recenty gone to be with the Lord. Keep their families in
your prayers: John South.
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Congregational Care Ministry
Christ centered Celebrate Recovery provides life
changing results
Kip and Marsha Metzer have much to celebrate. They
first met on a dating app in 2015. At the time, Marsha was
attending a church in Inwood, West Virginia, that had a
Celebrate Recovery (CR) ministry. Her church encouraged
her to attend CR because she had recently lost a baby, and
her marriage was in shambles. She desperately needed a
place to find healing and community. She found all that,
and more, in the Celebrate Recovery program.
Kip was an atheist. When they first met, Marsha was singing on the worship team during the CR program. Kip loved
to hear her sing, and that led him to attend his first Celebrate Recovery meeting. Over the next five years, Kip began
a relationship with Jesus Christ that changed his life. He
experienced life-altering and life-affirming changes that he
attributes to Celebrate Recovery’s Christ-centered program.

symptoms of much deeper hurts, guilt, and shame that I had
kept hidden, even from myself. By participating in weekly
CR meetings, I was finally able to face my issues head-on.
Other programs deal with the symptoms of depression, crippling anxiety, addiction, co-dependency, and anger. Celebrate Recovery delves deeper and deals with the root causes:
past hurts, past pain and trauma, past mental or physical
abuse, and fear of abandonment. Because of our past, we
often adopt coping mechanisms that are rarely healthy.”
Marsha, interjects, “But Celebrate Recovery is different! It
replaces those unhealthy coping mechanisms with healthy,
Godly ones. Jesus Christ is the difference in CR. Jesus has
the power to give us freedom from our past hurts, habits,
and hang-ups. Only Jesus can help us ‘celebrate recovery’
from our inner demons and ourselves.”

Kip and Marsha began their journey together as broken
people. Through Celebrate Recovery, both were shown a
way past their hurts, habits, and hang-ups. They grew closer
to God and closer to each other. Married in 2020, they
continue to work on better understanding themselves. Their
marriage is now two “new” lives intertwined with God’s
saving grace.
In September 2021, they started attending The Lake of
the Woods Church. Marsha sings with the 11 a.m. worship
team and recently received her certification as a chaplain
through the church chaplain training program.
Celebrate Recovery to begin in 2023
Marsha and Kip are presently building a team which
will launch a Celebrate Recovery ministry at the church in
January 2023. The program will be held every Wednesday
evening. This will enable other adults to “come and see” how
Celebrate Recovery changes lives while their family members attend other church family night activities.

Celebrate Recovery is open for men and women who
want to learn about the power of fellowship in a community
of people who can admit they are broken and need God’s
grace and power to free them from bondage. “Come and see.”
(John 1:39). For more information, email Kip and Marsha
at CRLOWCinfo@gmail.com.

Kip and Marsha recently shared some insights into their
CR journey. Kip began, “I discovered, much to my surprise,
that I had been dealing with many issues. The depression
and fears that were manifested at the time were merely
5

Missions
The Living Water Community Clinic treats body,
mind and soul
The Living Water Community Clinic has been providing free medical, emotional, and spiritual care to eligible
citizens in our community since 2016, and free dental care
since 2021. What began in 2015 as a vision of Senior Pastor
Adam Colson and Pastor Emeritus Tom Schafer for outreach and ministry of The Lake of the Woods Church, has
become a community blessing for many in the region. The
clinic is focused on complete healing - body, mind, and soul.
Body - The medical clinic began as an acute care facility,
but it now provides primary care including chronic care
management. The top three diagnoses the free clinic treats
are hypertension, diabetes, and anxiety/depression. Patients
are also seen for other primary care needs and are referred to
specialists such as urologists, orthopedists, dermatologists,
and gastrologists. Patients are referred for X-rays, Ultrasounds, and MRIs for further determination of care.

Dr. John Sellers treats a dental patient.

provide their skills, talents, and guidance to provide quality care to their patients. Many more volunteers working
behind the scenes keep the two vital clinics running.

Since the dental clinic opened in May, 2021 it has been
extremely busy, often with waiting lists for patients to be
seen. A recent dental patient commented how happy he was
that the dental clinic was open, because it had been 20 years
since his last visit to the dentist. Several studies from the
American Academy of Periodontology have shown a link
between periodontal disease and other systemic diseases.
Research suggests that periodontal disease may contribute
to the progression of other diseases, including heart disease,
and cancer.

Since opening, the Living Water Community Clinic has
seen more than 400 patients with more than 3,000 visits.
In 2021 the clinic had over 100 active patients on record,
conducted approximately 300 patient visits, and referred
patients to 20 medical specialists and four dental specialists.
Patients also received free diagnostic tests, and free prescriptions. Overall, in 2021 patients received the equivalent of
more than $650,000 in free medical and dental care.

Mind – The clinic has provided free counseling and emotional support since it first opened. Through the counseling
arm of the clinic, marriages have been saved, patients have
been able to deal with anxiety and depression, and patients
have been equipped with information to handle difficult life
circumstances.

The clinic could not remain open without the generosity
of donors including individuals, businesses, and churches. In
the future, the Medical Clinic is planning to open another
day or night each week, and the Dental Clinic is planning
to add another day each month. More health care providers
and volunteers will be needed to increase the capacity of the
medical and dental clinics to treat more patients.

Soul – Clinic patients have the benefit of talking with a
chaplain or being referred to counselors for free counseling.
A chaplain is available whenever the clinic is open, and
patients often express their gratitude for the opportunities
to talk and pray with the chaplains.

Robert Patterson, one of the clinic patients who had been
with the clinic since the second day it opened, recently
passed away. After being diagnosed with cancer in 2021,
Rob focused on doing everything he could to “beat the

More than 60 volunteers, including licensed doctors,
dentists, physician assistants, nurse practitioners and nurses,

Continued on page 7
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Living Water Clinic
Continued from page 6

cancer.” In addition to his medical treatment, he received
and embraced spiritual care. He attended the clinic every
week. Rob wanted everyone to know about the Living
Water Community Clinic and the comprehensive care that
patients receive. He said, “I’m truly thankful and grateful!”
Thank you to all to who volunteer and donate to the Living Water Community Clinic. To learn more, visit the clinic
website, livingwaterclinic.life.

Prayer for Missions
Lord God, you commissioned us to heal the sick,
and bind up the broken-hearted; we give you
thanks for the Living Water Community Clinic
which brings medical, dental, emotional, and
spiritual care to the uninsured in our community.
Thank you for your faithful servants who provide
this ministry each week. We pray that all who
visit will experience your love, peace, and comfort
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Women’s Ministry
The Women’s Gathering
Hurray! The Women’s Gathering collected $550 to give
to Victory 1:27 for the new roof to their dormitory! It
was thrilling to learn the progress that is being made with
this school and the community... and to share the joy of
those graduating and pursuing future careers. The Missions
Committee from The Lake of the Woods Church supports
six children from this mission. The women saw photos of
these children and learned about their progress. Donna
Blackistone is still receiving donations for the new roof if
anyone would like to donate to this cause.
Living Water Clinic will visit The Women’s Gathering in
November
Come join The Women’s Gathering (TWG) on
Novermber 17. Debbie McInnis, Executive Director of
the Living Water Community Clinic, will be sharing
information about the free medical, dental, emotional, and
spiritual care given to eligible patients in the community.
Living Water Community Clinic is a mission of The Lake
of the Woods Church. They opened their doors in May
2016 and have seen over 400 patients since opening.
The Women’s Gathering begins at 10 a.m. in
Friendship Hall and ends with lunch. Plan to join us!
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Youth Ministry
Brennan Hall is the high school senior in the
spotlight for November
This month Jesse Owens, the Youth Minister for The Lake
of the Woods Church, interviewed Brennan Hall, President of the Timothy Group and most experienced teen
missionary on the youth group leadership team. Through
tears, Brennan took Jesse on his journey from pre-school,
into Ms. Sherri Gaskill’s Children’s Ministry, through the
Youth Group ranks, now as a high school senior bound for
James Madison University (JMU) and leader to his peers
and community. Below are some of the highlights of their
conversation:
When did you come to know Christ?
In third grade, Steve Dement led my Sunday School class.
I remember being moved by God’s power and strength as
he shared the story of David and Goliath. Following the
message I went forward for prayer and received Jesus as my
personal Savior.

Brennan Hall portrays Zacchaeus during a lesson at Good News
Across Sports.

What has most impacted you about being a teen missionary?
I can vividly remember when I was new to the Youth
Group, watching Christian Jones lead a young boy to Christ.
It was beautiful to watch this kid come to know the love of
Jesus right before my eyes. My heart was filled with joy. That
moment changed my life and has motivated me to introduce
others to Jesus.

be comfortable around the excitement that comes from typical ministry events. From there, God led me to organize my
project to serve youth with special needs. I am working with
the adult leaders and the Timothy Group to host a series
of events (craft nights, dances, movies, etc.) geared toward
students with special needs. Here we can share the gospel in a
unique way that may connect best with their situation.
How did your teacher/classmates respond when they
heard about this idea?
The teacher’s response was very positive. My classmates
were confused at first as to why I would organize this
through a church, but they came around.

What is your plan for after high school?
Once I graduate from Orange County High School this
year, I will attend JMU and pursue a degree in computer
science. Currently, I am a leader on my high school robotics
team and love this field. However, down the road, I would
like to follow in my parents’ footsteps and work with special
needs students.

If this ministry can only accomplish one thing, what
would it be?
For these kids to know that no matter what, Jesus loves
them.

[When asked if he would ever return as a youth leader,
Brennan’s response was, “Absolutely.”]

As the Timothy Group President, what is your prayer for
this ministry once you graduate?
That teen leaders would continue to be filled with joy
as they grow the next generation and win souls for God’s
kingdom.

Tell us about your senior project for Governor’s School.
While my parents have worked for many years in special
education, God touched my heart while I was teaching
young children during Kidz JAM (Jesus and Me). There is a
boy with special needs who God placed heavily on my heart.
I wanted to create a space specifically for those who may not

Continued on page 9
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Spotlight

Continued from page 8

How can we pray for you?
Please pray that wherever I go, I will continue to feel the
same love that I have felt through The Lake of the Woods
Church.
Jesse closed the interview with prayer and praised God for
the tremendous work that he has accomplished through this
impressive young man.

Flowers make the day
brighter
The beautiful flower arrangements displayed in the Sanctuary and Worship Center each Sunday are lovingly created
by members of The Lake of the Woods Church Flower
Guild. The Flower Guild blesses many and creates a more
beautiful place to gather and experience God in worship
and fellowship.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to make a flower
dedication in memory of a loved one or in celebration or
thanksgiving of a special event. To sign up for a specific date,
the 2023 Flower Chart (schedule) is located at the entrance
to the Gathering Place. The cost is a $65 donation for the
Sanctuary altar or a $45 donation for the Worship Center
altar. Following the services, flower donors may choose to
take an arrangement home or have it delivered to other
church members to brighten their day.
If anyone would like to serve on the Flower Guild as an
Arranger or Deliverer, contact one of the team captains,
Nancy Bowles, Judy Hall, Brenda Rogers or Susan Whitehead. Teams serve one time per month and training is given
on-the-job and at special classes throughout the year. Arrangers serve one day each month, and Deliverers serve each
Sunday during the month.
To learn more about the Flower Guild, contact Brenda
Rogers at 540-972-8117.
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Children’s Ministry
Children’s ministry Awana program creates a
lifetime of love for Jesus
“What’s happening?” It’s a simple question, but ask it of
Mandy Robinson, the Children’s Ministry Director at The
Lake of the Woods Church, and prepare to be amazed at her
anything-but-simple response. Under “Miss Mandy’s” guidance, and along with her team of faithful volunteers whom
she describes as “loving and supportive and compassionate
about leading children to Christ,” the Children’s Ministry
flourishes.
Of the regular children’s programs, Mandy describes
Awana as the biggest event happening now. On average,
sixty-five kids, pre-school through fifth grade, attend Awana
on Wednesday evenings. The children learn stories from the
Bible and memorize scripture, with fun and games included
where appropriate. Sunday mornings also offer opportunities for children to learn and grow in their relationship with
Jesus. There is Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. and Kids’ JAM
(Jesus and Me) at 11 a.m.
As the holiday season approaches, Mandy and her team
are looking ahead and excitedly planning for “what’s happening” next, the Christmas Festival. Taking place on Saturday, December 3, the Children’s Ministry will lead games
and fun activities in the church parking lot.

ing supplies, making copies, and sometimes just “corralling”
energetic little ones.
Mandy encourages anyone considering volunteering for
children’s Ministry programs to come to her office for a
chat. “I would love to get to know more members of the
congregation and let them know there are many aspects to
ministering to children, both in leadership and behind the
scenes.” She adds, “If you have a love for children, we’d love
to have you join us.”

It is impossible to listen to Mandy talk about the children
without getting excited about the energy and enthusiasm
that exude from her as she describes the programs and activities that are part of this ministry. Reflecting on them, she
describes the church Children’s Ministry as “a fun opportunity to learn all about Christ and to make him known.”

Indeed, the mission of the Children’s Ministry, “To Make
Christ Known to Children,” is alive and well. It is blessed
by Miss Mandy and the selfless dedication of her team “to
guide children into a growing, loving relationship with Jesus
Christ.”

Mandy says, “Serving as the director is such a fulfilling
part of my spiritual walk. I hope the children are fulfilled,
but I get as much from the programs as they do. My biggest
prayer for them is that what they learn and experience will
create a lifetime of love for Jesus.”

Editor’s note: Awana is a fun, age-appropriate Bible
teaching program that was featured, in more detail, on page
10 of the October 2022 issue of CrossCurrents. Awana is
an acronym from the phrase “Approved workmen are not
ashamed,” taken from 2 Timothy 2:15.

When asked about the Children’s Ministry needs, she
replies simply, “people.” There is a need for leaders, teachers,
and substitute teachers for both Wednesday’s Awana and
Sunday morning teaching activities. Teachers need classroom aides to supply extra hands for gathering and prepar10

Home Helps Photos
Pictured are a few photos of volunteers who participated in Home Helps
for The Lake of the Woods Church.
Home Helps is...

... repairing a wheelchair ramp

... painting a weathered deck

... weeding an overgrown garden

... splitting logs
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November Birthdays
1
2
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8
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11
		
12
		
13
		
14
		
		
16
		

Barbara Norton
Richard Millman
Andrea Leon
Dorothy Cunningham
Ruth Fraser
John W. Howe
Robbie Royce
Katherine Gazzetta
Rita Millman
Lois Northam
Carl Coffee
Terry Maple
Steve Roberts
Janet Skidmore
Mitch Fournet
Vicki Greenan
Geoffrey Tiblin
Jennifer Taylor
Dolores Johansmeyer
Laurel Buongiovanni
Jason Richard
Roland Hamilton
Eric Fox
Janet Richards
JoAnn Fox
Anna Nellis
James Divelbiss
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26
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28
29
		
30

John Bell
Kara Paxton
Tom Browne
William Glidden
Donald Cope
Linda Donahue
Michael Mishkin
Ralph Rupard
Carrie Bernd
Devin Jackson
Ed Suche
Andrew Rayne
Ben Van Der Vliet
Krista Ulman
Paul Bernd
Richard Kurz
Tracy Higginbotham
Marvin Snoddy
Joe Roth
Melvin Hall
Paul DeNicola
Sonja Edwards
Darrow Strain
Missy Liebold
Ruth Taylor
Troy Moore

Anniversaries
5 Carl & Shirley Cornwell

23 Jordan & Lisa Medas

7 Tom & Anne Tower

		 Richard Rita Millman

9 Tom & Betty Collins

24 Philip & Betty Herron

17 Noah & Terry Hoffman

26 Steve & Gail Atkinson

19 Robert & Ellen Schwartz

28 Tom & Barbara Schach

20 Paul & Debbie DeNicola

30 Tony & Tracey DeMarco

23 Jim & Laurel Buongiovanni
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