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God shows amazing love
At a time of uncertainty 
and challenge throughout 
our nation and the world, 
be encouraged by the 
unconditional love in Baby 

Jesus. This is the answer to the mystery of 
God’s abiding love for all. See Page 3.

Children’s Ministry delights more than 
800 children and parents

The church family 
demonstrates the light of 
Jesus to the local commu-
nity during a fun evening 
of make believe costumes 

and candy treats. See page 7

Missionaries risk safety to spread the 
gospel in dangerous places

Why do missionaries risk 
their families and freedoms 
to teach people about Je-
sus? Read the story behind 
a missionary’s compelling 

obedience to Christ. See page 5.

On Saturday, December 3, The Lake of 
the Woods Church will be transformed 
into a Christmas winter wonderland, 
complete with an “iceless” skating rink 
and train rides for the children in the 
upper parking lot. The Christmas Festival 
will be held from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m., 
and a performance of The Nutcracker 
by the local ballet troupe from Dance 
Xpressions will begin at 4 p.m. in the 
church Worship Center.

This first-ever Christmas Festival was 
conceived by Senior Pastor Adam Colson 
and organized by the entire church staff. 
It will showcase the many ministries and 
community services provided by The 
Lake of the Woods Church to the Lo-
cust Grove community and surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

The festival will include children’s 
games, gingerbread cookie decorating, 
ornament making and snow globe photo 
ops throughout the entire church com-
plex. There will be something for every-
one. Activities inside the church will be 
conducted in various places including 
the Worship Arts Center, the Gathering 
Place, Meeting Rooms, Friendship Hall, 
Child Care Center, Youth Ministry Club 
and Game Rooms. 

All festival events will be free of charge 
to the public except for the food trucks 
that will provide food and refreshments 
throughout the day. Families should 
arrive early in the afternoon, check out all 
the children’s activities in the parking lot 
and grab a specialty sandwich from one 
of the local food trucks that will be on 

Craft Bazaar delivers bargains and joy to 
benefit Youth Missions

This year more than 
$16,000 was raised to train 
and equip teens for service 
in missions around the 
community and around the 

world. See page 6.
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Christmas Festival
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site. Pastor Adam enthusiastically recommends his favorite 
“porkchop sandwich from Barbara’s Soul Food.” 

After a day of skating, train rides, children’s games and 
other holiday fun, return to the Worship Center at 4 p.m. 
to enjoy The Nutcracker ballet performance by the talented 
local dance artists. Sr. Pastor Adam hopes that the whole 
family experience during the Christmas Festival will encour-
age all attendees to return the next day, Sunday morning, for 
church services. Pastor Adam will begin the Advent sermon 
series with an introduction to the “Gift of The Nutcracker.” 
Each Sunday during Advent, the message will include a 
practical application of God’s purpose for our lives based on 
the characters in the Nutcracker story. 

On Christmas Eve, the church will provide a family 
friendly service 5 pm in the Worship Center and traditional 
Christmas Eve services at 7, 9 and 11 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

To learn more about the church outreach ministries, 
please visit our website at lowchurch.org. We look forward 
to celebrating the holiday season with the entire community. 
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From the Senior Pastor
Come to the Manger

There is no greater manifestation of love than a newborn 
baby. That tiny infant instantly wins the heart and love of 
all who come near it. Yet, when we stop and reflect on Baby 
Jesus, a sweet newborn baby lying in a manger, how much 
more does this baby win our hearts and garnish our love 
and adoration? This sweet, pure, holy, innocent baby came 
to save us. Jesus, the Son of God, our Savior, was born in a 

dank smelly stable and placed in a feeding 
trough instead of a beautifully ornate 
cradle. God, our Creator, came to earth in 
human form, in humility, silently, peace-
fully, without much fanfare and without 
causing a great disturbance. The more we 
know and understand God, the more we 
realize that his coming would be humble. 
Try as we might to understand, we will 

never fully grasp this great mystery of our faith.  

How do we respond to this great mystery? We do as the 
shepherds did. Upon seeing this miracle, the shepherds 
began to praise God and to share this great message of hope. 
We pause during this busy holiday season; we kneel beside 
the manger and praise God. We once again look on this holy 
baby and contemplate the mystery of God’s love for hu-
mankind. It is an amazing love that caused the Almighty to 
become a small, defenseless baby.  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son.” God became human so that he could purchase 
us through his precious blood.  John the Evangelist wrote, 
“This is the revelation of God’s love for us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world that we might have life through 
him.” This Christmas season our church has many events, 
programs, Bible studies, concerts, and sermons to help us cel-
ebrate and remember that he, who is so big and powerful be-
came so small and weak for us. He became one of us to help 
us be more like him and to have life through him. During 
the busyness of the holiday season, we must take time to get 
away from the non-stop activity and quietly reflect, pray, and 
see the baby in the manger. He is God, so tender, so gentle, 
so mild, not coming in violence, but coming in a vulnerable, 
peaceful manner. This beautiful, gentle baby is the answer 
to the world’s problems. In a world of violence, with nations 
waring against nations, mass shootings and hateful protests, 
we see peacefulness, gentleness, tenderness, and goodness in 

Baby Jesus. At a time of selfishness throughout our nation 
and world, we see, in Baby Jesus, only unconditional love.  

In a world plagued with darkness, we see light coming 
from the face of this baby. This child came into the world 
to bring light into the darkness. In an uncertain economy, 
a political climate that is divided, a workforce that is strug-
gling, we find hope in Baby Jesus. Jesus, coming in gentleness, 
encourages us to offer the hand of reconciliation, to help one 
another, and to work for peace. We remember the message of 
the angels; “Glory to God in the highest heaven and on earth 
peace and goodwill to all people.”  

Let us slow down, become quiet and once again see the 
baby in the manger. Let us be transformed by the little baby, 
Jesus, our Savior, God in the flesh.  Amen
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Congregational Care Ministry
Chaplains provide essential spiritual care 
throughout the local community 

Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Heather Austin   Doris Barnes   
Foster Billheimer   Mike Brennan
Carl & Judy Curnow  Danny Delongis
Susan Dyer   Ted Hetrick
Betty Larson   Bud Lewis
Greg Martin  Maynard Matthies
Rick Nelson  Tom & Lois Northam
Dave O’Hara   Lonnie Paxton  
Dick Rankin  Selena Rave
Andy Rayne  Joe Roth
Marvin Snoddy  Margaret Thode
Rose Tuminaro  Danielle Turcola

Please remember those in our congregation who have 
recenty gone to be with the Lord. Keep their families in 
your prayers: Shirley Cornwell and Michael Raguckas.   

The chaplain team at The Lake of the Woods Church, 
led by Associate Pastor Mike Lemay, has been exception-
ally busy during this holiday season. They serve the Living 
Water Community Clinic, the Brisben Homeless Center, 
multiple nursing and rehabilitation centers in Orange 
and Spotsylvania County and first responders. Addition-
ally, chaplains visit people in their homes and assist with 
church services on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. 
They are seemingly everywhere providing support and 
encouragement to many who are encountering challenging 
personal and family circumstances.

Pastor Lemay is passionate about end-of-life ministry 
that serves people and families with loved ones in hospice 
care. Specific training is required to equip and qualify 
chaplains to serve in those situations. A ten-week Hospice 
Chaplain certification course will be offered in early 2023. 
To learn more about serving the church and community as 
a chaplain, please contact the church office or Pastor Mike 
Lemay at 540-972-9060. 

Celebrate Recovery to begin in 2023 
Marsha and Kip Metzer are presently building a team 

which will launch a Celebrate Recovery ministry at the 
church in January 2023. The program will be held every 
Wednesday evening. This will enable other adults to “come 
and see” how Celebrate Recovery changes lives while 
their family members attend other church family night 
activities. For more information, email Kip and Marsha at 
CRLOWCinfo@gmail.com.

Ongoing support groups continue into the new year
Grief Share – This program is available for those who have 
experienced the death of a loved one, friend, or relative, 
regardless of how long ago this may have occurred. Meetings 
will be held on Mondays from 7-8:30 p.m. A new session 
began on October 29 and will continue for 13 weeks.

DivorceCare – Spouses who have been involved in a 
divorce are welcome to be a part of this program. Meetings 
will be held on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. A new session 
began on October 30 and will continue for 13 weeks.

Cancer Support – Two sessions are available for anyone suf-
fering from cancer or supporting a loved one with cancer:

Woman’s Group – 3rd Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m. 
Men’s Group – 3rd Tuesday of each month at 4 p.m. 

Contact LOWC to register 540-972-9060. These sessions 
may be held on Zoom or in person.
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Missions
Missionaries risk safety to make the gospel known 

When we think of missionaries, we think of a godly cou-
ple serving the Lord in a country where they are welcomed, 
and people there are generally receptive to the gospel. They 
are able to rely on safety and a challenging, but healthy, envi-
ronment while working with local churches and believers. 
However, that is not the case for all the missionaries who are 
supported by The Lake of the Woods Church.

This month we pray for our missionaries serving in Leba-
non among the Syrian refugees. This family, a husband, wife 
and three young children, serve in an area where they are at 
risk. It reminds us that we live in an evil and fallen world. 
Where the light of the gospel has yet been proclaimed, the 
peoples and cultures are in bondage to the enemy, the old 
serpent himself. Whether in the form of hostile, religious 
worldviews, restrictive government policies, ethnic warfare 
and violence, or criminal elements of society, Satan poses 
a formidable threat to those who would seek to make the 
kingdoms of this world the kingdom of our Lord.

Our missionary couple of the month embrace the truth 
found in Revelation 12:11, “And they overcame him be-
cause of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of 
their testimony, and they did not love their life even when 
faced with death.” Christ has assured us of victory because 
of his sacrifice on the cross.   

Why would a young couple bring their three young chil-
dren into a potentially hostile environment?  This month we 
will attempt to answer that question to the best of our abil-
ity as we look at the important work in which this family is 
involved.  

First of all, they desire to make an eternal difference. 
Through their ministry, God has been raising up an excit-
ing disciple-making movement that is becoming a church 
planting movement among the Syrians in Lebanon. As God 
breaths his Spirit into this work, more and more Syrians and 
Lebanese individuals will come to know Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior. This family, like many other missionary families, 
have gone to a place of danger for the sake of the gospel 
because they have resolved not to live for the comforts, 
security, and success of this world.  

Secondly, they are living in obedience to the call of Christ. 
In the 1980s, Muslim radicals had thrown Lebanon into 

chaos. In a protracted civil war in which Americans were 
being kidnapped, the U.S. State Department mandated the 
evacuation of all Americans. In this case, missionaries were 
brought home, though they wanted to stay and continue 
their ministry. They were not concerned for their own safety 
but desired to remain faithful to their calling.

They considered themselves essential personnel. They 
could not be disobedient to God’s call out of regard for 
their own safety, especially since the chaos and uncertainties 
created great opportunities for gospel witness. This family 
is completely committed to the call of Christ on their lives. 
This past year this family had to take an extended sabbat-
ical in America. Although they enjoyed time with family 
and friends, they could not wait to return to the country to 
which they had been called... a country that is sinking fur-
ther into economic hardship with rolling power outages and 
occasional lines at gas stations. Why? Because of the third 
reason that has compelled them to serve... the compelling 
lostness of people without Christ. Our missionary family is 
willing to risk danger and opposition to engage unreached 
peoples with the gospel because they understand the con-
sequences of lostness. Every day, people around the world 
die apart from Christ. The lostness compels missionaries to 

Continued on page 7

Danger is everywhere for Christians under persecution.
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Craft Bazaar benefits youth missions
Youth Ministry

On November 12 and 13, after a three year absence, the 
Craft Bazaar was back, and this year it was bigger than ever. 
Led by Jeannie Deitz and her skilled and resourceful team 
of crafters, the Bazaar has served as one of the largest annual 
financial contributors to youth missions. This year more than 
$16,000 was raised to enable the Youth Ministry to train and 
equip teens for mission work around the community and 
around the world. 

The bazaar exhibits the many talents represented through 
all generations at The Lake of the Woods Church. For three 
years, crafters have been creating puppets, blankets, clothing, 
ornaments, wall decorations, wooden crosses and  chests, 
beautiful jewelry, and much more. In the week leading up 
to the event, teens transported hundreds of plastic crates of 
crafted articles from basements and crawl spaces around the 
community. These treasures had been carefully packed and 
stowed while awaiting this much anticipated two-day event. 
In addition to the crafts, the bazaar featured embroidery, 
bow making, breakfast, lunch, and a raffle for an exquisite, 
hand-stitched quilt, ornate wooden cross, and beautifully 
constructed full-size puppet. 

Even more valuable than the funds raised by this event was 
the unity and fellowship built between the teens and senior 
crafters from The Lake of the Woods Church. These men 
and women not only took the time to teach the youth their 
“tricks of the trade,” but they also taught them by example; 
what it looks like to serve one another with the gifts and 
talents that they have. The church Craft Bazaar is a perfect 
personification of 1 Peter 4:10-11: 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who 
speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To Him belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

A special thank you is extended to Mrs. Jeannie Deitz who 
has served for the past 15 years as a creative crafter and leader 
of this vital ministry. 

The “Crafters” are already creating and preparing new trea-
sures for the next Craft Bazaar in 2023. If you are interested 

Christmas is in the air as enthusiastic shoppers peruse the unique 
crafts at the bazaar.

in sharing your crafting talents to serve Christ’s Kingdom, 
please contact Youth Minister Jesse Owens at jesse.owens@
lowchurch.org
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Candy, marshmallows 
and chocolate. Oh, my!

Children’s Ministry

Put them all together, and we have two fun family events: 
Trunk or Treat and Smores’ N More.  Each event was filled 
with fun, fellowship, and opportunities for The Lake of the 
Woods Church to live out our mission of “Making Christ 
Known.” Children’s Ministry Director, Mandy Robinson, 
organized and coordinated these events, and the faithful 
volunteers joyfully made them happen. 

Trunk or Treat delights more than 800
On Saturday, October 29, more than 800 people, includ-

ing parents and delighted children descended upon the 
upper church parking lot. The children, with parents in tow, 
excitedly wove their way through a maze of  more than 50 
trunks provided generously by congregation members. Each 
trunk was decorated with different themes ranging from 
Candyland to the Great Pumpkin. More importantly, the 
trunks were filled with candy treats for all ages. This great 
family event, says Miss Mandy, “was a wonderful opportu-
nity for our church family to bring the light of Jesus to our 
community and share that by showing our love for others.”

Smores ‘N More undaunted by the rain
Following the much-anticipated Trunk or Treat event, 

the church family ministry celebrated Smores ‘N More on 
Sunday, November 6. Smores ‘N More began on a perfect 
autumn afternoon, but was shortened by rain. However, 
spirits were not dampened as the children made their tasty 
“s’mores.” There were tractor and hay rides and football 
games on the knoll. The kids enjoyed playing with their 
friends outside of church. Miss Mandy says that there were 
new families and youth who came out to the event, and 
they “got in a good hour or so of fun” before the rain chased 
them away.  

It is a tremendous blessing for our church family to have 
opportunities through family-focused events that demon-
strate and share Christ’s love with our neighbors. Miss 
Mandy says, “The goal of our community outreach is to 
draw people from our community to the church and share 
the love of Jesus with them by our good deeds.” 

give their lives and go, because they believe Romans 10:13, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
Our missionary family this month is praying for wisdom 
and discernment and strong relationships as they consider 
new opportunities among the Syrians.  

Lastly, they have gone because they have a passion for 
God’s glory among the nations. To insist that missionaries 
avoid dangerous places is to belittle the lostness of a world 
without Christ, to demean the responsibility of obedience 
to God’s call, and to succumb to a convoluted system of 
values that says one’s own safety and comfort is a higher pri-
ority than sharing the gospel. But, the ultimate reason is that 
it is not only appropriate but essential for missionaries to 
go to places of risk and be willing to die to make the gospel 
known. It is a prevailing passion for the glory of God among 
the nations.  

I (Pastor Colson) know this family well.  The father was a 
part of our youth group when I was a pastor in Hopewell, 
VA. I met the mother when the two of them started dating.  
This family is compelled by the lostness of people who have 
yet to hear the hope of the gospel. They are devoted to the 
lordship of Christ, the obedience to his call, and the desire 
to make a difference for eternity. They are not living for 
their own comfort, safety, and convenience. They are living 
for the glory of God among the nations. Please join me this 
month in praying for this family as they are obedient to his 
call. May God draw many Syrians and Lebanese people to 
Christ through their blessed obedience.  Amen 

Continued from page 5

Missionaries risk safety

Prayer for Missions

Lord Jesus, you have commissioned us to proclaim 
your gospel to the whole world, and you have 
sent our missionary partner to work among 
Muslim refugees in Lebanon. Give them hearts of 
compassion as they share your love in a difficult 
part of the world. Give them your own boldness 
to proclaim the Good News for your name’s sake. 
Amen 
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 1 Linda Rupard
  Marianne Brancato
  Thomas Schafer
 2 Sally Goodrich
 3 Gene Daly
  Lois Bailey
  Tracey DeMarco
 4 Jennifer Lovell
  Joe McFadden
  Warren Hamblet
 6 Heather Naples
  Joan Schafer
  Karen Cakouros
 7 Steve Dement
 8 Anna Bledsoe
  Tracey Williams
 10 Alex Salustri, Jr.
  Edward F. Taylor
 11 Janice Mackes
 12 Edward Rossi
  Janice Mincey
 13 Jeff Woosley
 14 Henry Triassi

  Mia Smith
 15 Briana Ryan
  Martin Sweet
 16 Adam Pellegreen
 18 Erlinda Wight
 19 Stone Leighty
 21 Linda Vranken
 21 Wayne Thompson
 23 Richard Manthei
  Robert Haring
  Susan Mahnel
 25 Mark Manelli
  Robert Schwartz
  Sally Reder
 26 Sharon Griczin
 28 Anna Jockin
 29 Sparky Watson  
  Jeanne Porter
 30 Dwight Squires
 31 Art Griggs
  Betty Collins
  Laura Handy

December  Birthdays Anniversaries
 1 Frank & Stacy Kalder
 3 Scott & Shannon Smith
 5 Donald & Patricia Cope
 8 Greg & Christine Leitz
 12 Ray & Toni  White
15 Roland  & Janite Hamilton
16 Denise Thompson

17 Joseph & Jody Puckett
19 Randy & Robbie Royce
23 Warren & Toni  Hamblet
29 Craig & Diohn Benedict
29 Eddie & Vicki Greenan
30 Robert & Joyce Haring


