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Chris Scheick becomes the new 
Child Care Center Director

Continued on page 2

Pastor Mike Lemay is ordained
During a ceremony on 
September 11, Senior Pas-
tor Colson ordains Pastor 
Lemay into the service of 
God as church Elders pray 

for Mike and his wife, Jean. See Page 4.

Awana program inspires children 
Designed for children 
of all ages, the Awana 
program introduces Jesus 
in a fun and informative 
way, and they love it. 

See page 10.

Community Outreach thrives
Scouts earn awards during 
September 11 Court of 
Honor; the RISE team at-
tends two FredNats games; 
and Foster Care families 

enjoy boating on the lake.  See page 6.

The Olsens reach multitudes for Christ
Despite physical chal-
lenges, Dave and Celia 
continue to spread the 
Gospel to more than 180 
countries around the 

world by merging truth and technology. 
See page 7. After several months of searching for a 

Child Care Center (CCC) Director, The 
Lake of the Woods Church has over-
whelmingly selected Chris Scheick to be 
the new Director. The CrossCurrents staff 
recently interviewed Chris and was de-
lighted to see the breadth and depth of her 
education and experience in early child-
hood development. Her background and 
career accomplishments reveal a thorough 
understanding and heart for children’s 
learning and development. 

Chris reports that the people in the 
church and the parents have been “so 
welcoming and supportive.” She said, “The 
teaching staff has a lot of great ideas, and 
I look forward to exploring them as we 
move forward.” More importantly, Chris 
was insistent that the CCC should always 
do what’s in the best interest of the kids. 

According to Chris, the timing and 
circumstances of her journey from New 
Jersey to the Locust Grove area was en-
tirely influenced by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Uncannily, when Chris first heard 
about the CCC Directorship job opening 
several months ago, she wasn’t quite ready 
to move. It was only after she and her hus-
band finally moved here in late July that 
the CCC opening became immediately 
available. 

Chris sent a welcome letter to the stu-
dents, parents, and families that provides 
a more detailed glimpse into her goals and 
aspirations for the Child Care Center. 
The letter, in its entirety, is reprinted on 
page 2. Please welcome Chris and her 
husband, Richard, to the church and the 
community. 

New CCC Director embraces her teaching staff. Left to right: Tara Spindle, Joann Fox, Director 
Chris Scheick, Virginia Howell, Erika Jones, Casey Skipper. Absent: Connie Volkstadt

Youth Sunday observed on August 21
Youth Minister Jesse 
Owens calls the teens 
and the congregation 
to take action for multi-
generational service to the 

community  See page 8.
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New Director

CrossCurrents is a publication of
The Lake of the Woods Church
1 Church Lane
Locust Grove, VA 22508
Telephone 540-972-9060

Unsolicited content is welcome. 
Send to crosscurrents1@lowchurch.org
Deadline is the second Friday of each month.

View online at lowchurch.org

Continued from page 1

September 9, 2022

Dear Students, Parents, Families, and Church Family of 
The Lake of the Woods Child Care Center,

This September, I will begin a new chapter in my pro-
fessional life as the Director of your Child Care Center. In 
the weeks and months and years ahead, I look forward to 
meeting you and becoming a member of your community.

I grew up in Livingston, New Jersey in the ‘60’s and ‘70’s 
which was a growing suburb in the western portion of Essex 
County.  I am an alumnus of a Methodist cooperative nurs-
ery school myself. I earned a B.S. in Recreation and Leisure 
Studies from Montclair State College. After working in 
retail and incentive group travel for many years, I returned 
to college to earn a M.A. in Instruction and Curriculum 
and my New Jersey Elementary Teacher certification from 
Kean College of New Jersey. Early childhood has been my 
niche ever since. 

My extensive early childhood teaching and administrative 
experience was acquired over 35 years in a variety of settings 
- YMCA preschool gym and swim programs, a cooperative 
preschool, three childcare centers, summer day camp pro-
grams, as a self-employed caregiver, three schools operated 
through United Methodist churches, as a community vol-
unteer, and includes 13 years as director. I continually strive 
to create a balanced educational atmosphere that meets a 
preschooler’s developing cognitive growth, emotional well-be-
ing, socialization requirements, and their need to play. 

My husband and I moved to Lake of the Woods this 
summer.  We closed on our NJ house on July 28 and we are 
currently living amid boxes!  He is retired and we are empty 
nesters.  Our older daughter lives in Colorado and our 
younger daughter lives in Pennsylvania. My hobbies include 
gardening, reading, kayaking, and quilting.

The Lake of the Woods Church leadership is committed 
to providing a quality and loving Christian preschool and 
aftercare program. As I embrace my new role as your Direc-
tor, I welcome your thoughts, comments, hopes, and dreams 
about your child’s experience. We are planning a “Meet and 
Greet” opportunity with details forthcoming.  I look forward 
to meeting you.

Thank you for your patience as I transition into my new 
position and home!

Sincerely,

Chris Scheick
Incoming Director, The Lake of the Woods Church Child 
Care Center (christine@lowchurch.org )
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From the Senior Pastor
My Heart: Christ’s Home 

“One evening I invited Jesus Christ into my heart. What 
an entrance he made! It was not a spectacular, emotional 
thing, but very real. Something happened at the very center 

of my life. He came into the darkness of 
my heart and turned on the light. He 
built a fire on the hearth and banished 
the chill. He started music where there 
had been silence. He filled the emptiness 
with his own loving, wonderful fellow-
ship. I have never regretted opening the 
door to Christ and I never will.

“In the new joy of this new relationship I said to Jesus 
Christ, ‘Lord, I want this heart of mine to be yours. I want 
to have you settle down here and be perfectly at home. 
Everything that I have belongs to you. Let me show you 
around.’”

Robert B. Munger’s booklet, “My Heart: Christ’s Home,” 
begins with those two paragraphs. Munger then leads the 
reader through room after room (the study, the dining 
room, the living room, the work room, the rec room, and 
the closet) before closing with a section titled, “Transferring 
the Title.” Munger’s booklet challenges the readers to ask 
themselves the question, “Have I transferred the title of my 
heart to Jesus, and have I given him access to every room in 
my heart and life?” Throughout the month of October, I 
will be joined by other members of the clergy as, together, 
we use Munger’s booklet as an outline to visit the different 
rooms of our lives Sunday after Sunday.   

The key to this series, and the key to unlocking our hearts 
and lives totally for God, is by asking the question, “Did 
God give his Son to purchase me for himself ?” If he did, 
then I completely and totally belong to him. I am no longer 
my owner, my master, my shepherd or even the maid of my 
heart. God is my owner, my master, my shepherd, my father, 
my treasure, my wisdom, my hope, my source of fullness, 
and the Holy Spirit is the maid of my heart, pointing out 
areas that need to be cleansed and surrendered. Do you 
want this to be true for you? Do you want to accept and live 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers [and sisters], by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.” Romans 12:1

in the reality of that purchase? Do you want to renounce all 
claims on your life?  Do you want to surrender completely 
to his protection and provision? Then surrender and give 
yourself totally to him.  

 
Plan to join us in person or online each Sunday during the 

month of October as we journey through the rooms of our 
house, Christ’s home, and give him complete ownership. We 
look forward to this journey with you. 
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Congregational Care Ministry
Pastor Mike Lemay is ordained into the service 
of God and the community

Pastor Mike Lemay was ordained as an Associate Pastor 
of The Lake of the Woods Church in a special ordination 
ceremony on Sunday, September 11. During his remarks, 
Senior Pastor Colson highlighted Pastor Lemay’s many 
years of dedicated service to the church and community. 
He said, “Today we ordain Mike as a servant to the Living 
God… Mike sees a plentiful harvest, and he’s ready to serve 
the Lord generously… In the words of Isaiah, ‘Here I am, 
Lord. Send me.’” 

With his wife, Jean, at his side and his family witnessing 
with the rest of the church congregation, Pastor Lemay 
pledged his love and service to God and the church. During 
each service church elders and clergy prayed for Pastor 
Lemay and his family. Following the 11 a.m. service, a re-
ception honoring Pastor Lemay was held in Friendship Hall 
with the entire congregation celebrating the occasion.  

Pastor Lemay is looking forward to his new position and 
new responsibilities. He has recently taken leadership of 
the Chaplain program. He plans to increase the number of 
chaplains in the coming years to benefit the large number 
of senior citizens who reside throughout the Culpeper - 
Fredericksburg area. Many of these residents do not have 
a church supporting them which limits their access to 
spiritual care. Additionally, there are about 20 senior care 
residential centers in this area. Pastor Lemay considers those 
centers as a missional opportunity for the church to deploy 
chaplains to serve people during illness, recovery, or end of 
life circumstances.

End of life ministry is a great concern for Pastor Lemay. 
He plans to enhance the Chaplain’s educational program by 
including a Palliative Care and Hospice Chaplain certi-
fication course for interested church candidates. Mike is 
hopeful that this program will help those going through, 
or supporting someone who is going through, this difficult 
time.

Pastor Lemay is optimistic about the future of the church 
as he engages and deploys chaplains to support the church’s 
vital congregational care ministries. Mike brings passion, 
empathy and a tireless work ethic to the spiritual care needs 
of the church and community. Congratulations to Pastor 
Lemay on his ordination into the service of the Lord. Continued on page 5

Sr. Pastor Colson leads the ordination ceremony of Mike 
Lemay in the Sanctuary.

Elders and pastors gather at the altar to pray over Pastor 
Lemay and his wife, Jean, before the congregation.
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Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Heather Austin   Doris Barnes   
Foster Billheimer   Mike Brennan
Shirley Cornwell  Judy Curnow 
Danny Delongis  Susan Dyer
Ted Hetrick  Betty Larson 
Bud Lewis   Greg Martin
Maynard Matthies  Rick Nelson
Tom Northam  Lois Northam
Dave O’Hara   Lonnie Paxton 
Michael Raguckas  Dick Rankin
Selena Rave  Andy Rayne 
Marvin Snoddy  Ed Taylor
Margaret Thode  Rose Tuminaro 
Danielle Turcola  

Please remember those in our congregation who have 
recenty gone to be with the Lord. Keep their families in 
your prayers: Charlie Bocook, Bill Cole, Jean McLennan, 
Robert Patterson, Doug Rogers, George Schneider.

Ordination
Continued from page 4

Pastor Lemay and his wife, Jean, celebrate with the congregation.
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Community Outreach
Community outreach programs thrive 
throughout the summer   
Four scouts to begin final qualifications toward Eagle 

The scouting programs sponsored by The Lake of the 
Woods Church have been extremely active this summer. The 
Scout camping trip was a week-long camp at Camp T. Brady 
Saunders in Maidens, VA, at the end of June. The scouts 
who attended honed their camping skills and earned merit 
badges toward advancement through the scout ranks.

A Scout Court of Honor was held on September 11 in 
which a total of 46 merit badges were awarded, with 30 
badges counting towards the Eagle rank. Chris Browning, 
the Assistant Scout Master of Troop 197, reports that four 
scouts are preparing to begin their Eagle projects. Scouts-
Gryphon Embry, Mark Bridgham, Clay Hibler, and Liam 
Rice are poised to embark on Eagle projects to demonstrate 
their leadership and organizational skills. Troop 197 has a 
remarkable record for developing and encouraging scouts to 
attain the prestegious rank of Eagle.

Eleven new Cub Scouts join in September  
Pack 197 enrolled eleven new Cub Scouts during an open 

house event on September 11, nearly doubling the size of 
the Pack. Cub Master, Shannon Smith, reports, “All the 
Den Leader positions are filled, including a Lions Den (for 
the new, kindergarten-aged scouts). We still need a couple 
of committee members, but the future of the pack is looking 
great.”      

Foster family support lauded by Orange County 
The Foster Family Care ministry, led by Stone Leighty, 

organized a successful family picnic gathering for foster 
families at the Lake of the Woods on Saturday, August 20. 
The fun filled event included boat rides and foster family 
training. Vicky Tidman, Orange County family specialist, 
sent the following thank you note: 

 
“Dear Stone, Thank you does not encompass how grateful 

we are for the wonderful picnic and boating day for our foster 
families. Your team from Lake of the Woods did an amazing 
job. The entire day was fun filled and engaging for all of the 
families and staff. We are very blessed to have community 
partners like yourselves. We are so excited about the next event! 
With deepest appreciation, Vicky and all of the OCDSS staff ”

RISE Friends prepare for confirmation 
The R.I.S.E. (Religious Instruction for Special Educa-

tion) Team has returned to regular weekly gatherings after a 
summer of fun activities, including two exciting outings to 
FredNats Stadium to watch Minor League baseball. 

Under the leadership of Rich Kurz, the RISE Friends 
are embarking on a three-month journey that includes 11 
lessons leading to confirmation, and if desired, church mem-
bership early next year. Senior Pastor Adam Colson’s vision 
has long been to encourage, nurture and disciple the RISE 
Friends so they can attain full membership in the church. 

  
Ministry Steward Rich Kurz has selected a Bible lesson 

plan that provides teaching resources that are appropriate 
for the learning styles of the RISE Friends. Additionally, 
each Friend has been presented with The Action Bible which 
provides vivid imagery to enhance learning and understand-
ing of God’s Word. Rich reports that the first lesson, held on 
September 15, was overwhelmingly successful. 

Troop 197 Scouts receive awards and merit badges during 
the September Court of Honor.
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Missions

Prayer for Missions

O God, you spoke the world into being and you still 
communicate with us today: we give you thanks for 
the ministry of Mergelane Media, bringing in-depth 
Gospel training to third world countries and the per-
secuted church. Thank you especially for the creative 
skills and technical expertise of Dave and Celia Olson. 
We pray for your guidance as they seek to bring clarity 
to an uncertain and confused world, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

Dave and Celia Olsen transform lives around the 
world despite difficult personal challenges 

Missionaries and visionaries, Dave and Celia Olson, 
founders of Mergelane Media, have been supported by The 
Lake of the Woods Church for more than twenty years. 
Throughout those years Dave has applied his exceptional 
technical talents to make Christ known to people through-
out the world. His persistent goal is to merge truth and 
technology to transform lives through Christ.

Dave began this ministry by producing television pro-
grams in South America that proclaimed the gospel. Today 
he uses information technology (IT) to train and organize 
groups of hundreds of pastors to share the gospel message 
over the internet in a very powerful way. This year they are 
sending one hundred newly trained co-workers into the 
mission field. Three new mission schools have started using 
program content that Dave’s team has developed.

 
Currently, Mergelane Media brings the gospel to more 

than 180 countries, training missionaries to serve in remote 
villages and islands as well as populous cities ranging from 
Ecuador to Siberia. They serve in such diverse areas as Afri-
ca, the Philippines, or wherever they may be called. 

Mergelane Media’s “Digital Pastor” program, developed 
to establish and support churches in remote areas, continues 
to grow. They have adapted and applied IT hardware and 
software to deliver the gospel to underground churches 
and pastors amid some of the most difficult and repressive 
societies of the world. When COVID-19 closed borders, 
Mergelane Media used Zoom technologies to move in-per-
son training to online digital. 

  
Dave is presently homebound caring for his wife, Celia, 

who is in the last stages of ALS. He reports that her heart 
rejoices in the presence of the Lord. As Dave cares for Celia, 
he can direct his multitude of missionaries directly from his 
home using the technology he has developed in service to 
God. 

Over the years God has given Dave the desire to grow and 
multiply his outreach to serve God’s Kingdom in increas-
ingly effective ways. Now his ministry continues to be more 
important and impactful than ever. Please pray for strength 

and peace for Celia and Dave as they remain dedicated ser-
vants of the Lord during their difficult physical challenges. 

Dave and Celia Olsen, Mergelane Media missionaries, relax  
on the beach. Photo from Setember 2021.
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Youth group programs are “Movin’ on Up”
Youth Ministry

Continued on page 9

On August 21, the youth of The Lake of the Woods 
Church were invited to lead all three Sunday services. 
Dressed in their Sunday best, ten teens impressively partic-
ipated in various aspects of the Sunday worship services. 
Some were greeters, the Youth Praise Band led the congrega-
tion in worship, Zebedee Bowers brought everyone before 
God’s throne in prayer, and Mark Bridgham introduced 1 
Timothy 4:12-16 to prepare the pulpit for a message from 
Jesse Owens.

The message that morning was a call for unity among 
ministries and across generations. Youth, in particular, took 
central focus as the demographic that is the hungriest for 
discipleship, yet it is the most overlooked around the world. 
Youth will often exceed our expectations, both in a positive 
and negative manner. When a young person has the con-
fidence and encouragement of a senior, there is a natural 
desire to rise to that bar of expectation. Jesus modeled this 
perfectly. He took a crew of twelve youth and fed them, 
taught them, showed them, disciplined them, and encour-
aged them into positions of influence that would impact 
eternity. He honored young people by choosing them to 
present the Gospel to the world. How honored the teens 
were to be invited to do the same for their church family. 

The message concluded with a call to action. Praise God! 
That is exactly what we have seen. Below are a few of the 
ministries which have been birthed from this commission-
ing: 

Youth Group serves the community 
Kassia Owens has long had a vision to take our teens into 

the community to perform service projects and serve beside 
other ministries in our church and local area. The youth will 
be teaming with Dave Blackstone, Bill Fetzer, Ron Morris, 
and our Community Outreach ministry to carry out this 
initiative. In October the teens will team with Home Helps. 
In November the teens will be preparing and serving dinner 
at the Brisben Center.

Crosspoint reaches out to young adults
Stone Leighty and Jesse Owens have reached out to the 

18 to 25 year-old adults who were nurtured through the 

church youth program to launch a Monday Night Zoom 
Bible study. This ministry captures a demographic that is 
most absent from the universal church. These young adults 
eagerly accepted the invitation to reunite with their friends 
and study God’s Word. This is phase two of Crosspoint. 
Phase three will be bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ into 
Germanna Community College.

Teens assemble care packages for college students
Our Congregational Care ministry, led by Mike and 

Linda Green, will be sending care packages to encourage our 
college and career members that their church loves them, 
and they will always have a home at The Lake of the Woods 
Church. 

Clergy and ministers encourage teens 
Senior Pastor Adam Colson has requested an opportunity 

to address the teens every month. Mandy Robinson has in-
vited the teens to lead weekly Good News Clubs in Locust 
Grove Primary and Elementary Schools. Worship Minister 
Kevin Paxton has teamed with James Smith to redesign the 
Youth’s audio-visual equipment to improve our worship 
space. Kevin and Jesse are also working on a plan to make 
Youth Sunday a part of the church’s Sunday rotation.

Ali Richards, Sophia Rugge, Miridia Bowers, Jesse Owens, Alex 
Mahnel, and Zebedee Bowers huddle up before the 9:45 service.

“Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity,
show yourself an example of those who believe” - 1 Timothy 4:12
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Volunteers are needed
This year, we have seen a significant spike in the number of 

junior and senior high school girls/women attending youth 
group. We are praying for three women volunteers who 
would be comfortable engaging teenage girls through small 
group discussion. Please contact Jesse Owens to learn more 
about this opportunity. 

In the days following the Youth Sunday service, the teens 
were animated and appreciative about the church’s con-
fidence in them to lead all three services. The 2022-2023 
year is off to a strong start. Please be in prayer for our adult 
leaders and our Timothy Group leaders as we seek to “show 
[ourselves as] an example of those who believe in speech, 
conduct, love, faith, and purity.” - 1 Timothy 4:12

Teens move up
Continued from page 8

Lily Williams, and Miridia Bowers lead worship music during the 
11 a.m. service.

Mark Bridgham presents the Bible verse for the sermon text.
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Awana program introduces children of all ages to 
Jesus in fun and informative ways   

Children’s Ministry

Mandy Robinson, Children’s Ministry Director, has 
been a vital part of the leadership team of The Lake of the 
Woods Church for over seven years. Her programs currently 
include all aspects of teaching and equipping children from 
newborns to fifth graders. Over 120 kids attend at least one 
of the weekly programs. Awana was recently introduced as 
a new program to the youngest members of the church. It is 
held each Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Awana is an international organization which provides 
supporting material and curriculum for churches around 
the world. With the aid of Awana material, the church puts 
a professional, age-appropriate program together each week 
to teach young children of all ages how to know, love and 
serve Jesus. Puggles is a program designed for the newborn 
to the two-year olds. It provides activities such as gluing 
cotton balls on a bunny picture. Cubbies is for preschool 
children, and Sparks is for kids from kindergarten to second 
grade. Truth and Training (T&T) is for grades three to five. 
Each group currently has 15 to 20 kids attending with two 
or three adult volunteers assisting. 

“Each program is tailored to the specific age group, and 
all of the programs are fun and informative to the kids,” said 
volunteer Kandace Mercure. “This last week during the les-
son time, we referred to the verse from week one of Awana. 
When I asked if anyone remembered it, one of the quieter 
4-year-old children spoke up, “God loved us and sent His 
son.” If that is all that that he remembers from this year, it’s 
been worth it! As a mom, I know that my 5-year-old can’t 
wait for Wednesday nights to get her (classroom) book. 
She wants to memorize the Bible! My 2-year-old runs to 
the door when I tell him that it is time to go to Puggles! He 
loves telling me everything that he has learned!”

According to Mandy, “This is the first year for Awana at 
the church, but already we have doubled in size from pre-
COVID. We have two to three new kids arriving weekly as 
families begin attending again and new families discover 
The Lake of the Woods Church!” Mandy also attributes 
the rise in attendance to the quality of the Awana program 
and the adult classes offered to parents at the same time as 
Awana.

 

Parents and kids of all ages are invited to come to a free 
dinner beginning at 5:45 p.m. each Wednesday evening. 
At 6:30 p.m., along with Awana, the church provides small 
group studies and discussions for parents and a worship 
service for sixth to twelveth grade students. 

Children play a fun balloon batting game during Awana.

On Wednesday evenings the children enjoy outdoor games.
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Upcoming Events
Cut and save these ads as reminders of how you and your family can volunteer and participate in 

the life of The Lake of the Woods Church.
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 1 Barbara Crawford
 2 Danielle Turcola
  Michelle Lyons
 3 Bob McManis
  Mary Virginia Fulton
 4 Eugene Slagle
 5 Lynn Duley
 6 Chelsea Schafer
  Rose Tuminaro
 7 Laurie Knights
 8 Eric Chinault
  Rodney Lackey
  Selena Rave
 9 Suzanne Roberts
 11 Kay Zello
  Sharon Killian
 12 Sally Shope
  Theda Massie
 13 Gloria Heath
  Milbrey Bartholow
  Roberta Klooster
 15 Dave Dietz
  John Seymour
  Lori Harbick
 16 Hugh Risseeuw
  James Fargo
 17 Judith Hall
 18 Dale Gunn

 19 Angela Neely
  Sallie Wallace
 20 Joyce Bowers
  Rebecca Malamphy
  Thomas Phillips
  William Jones
 21 Lynn Manthei
  Robin Riffe
 22 Diane Rivenburg
  Lana Crist
  Tim Hall
 23 Debbie Risseeuw
  Hannah Knights
  Kathy Merritt
 24 Charlotte Baker
  Leslie Gage
  Linda Merrell
 24 Tom deSocio
  Vicki Gingrich
 25 Nancy Moore
  Patty Bell
  Shari Gregg
 26 Kelly Dyer
 28 Gail Smith
  Susan Barnes
 29 Jack Gill
  Suzanne Lentine
 31 John Gingrich

October  Birthdays Anniversaries
 2 Martin & Tina Sweet
 5 Jeff & Missy Liebold
 9 Noah & Barbara Rakes
11 Jim & Belinda Divelbiss
12 Andrew & Ruth Rayne
  Thomas & Cheryl Phillips
18 Marc & Helga Birdsong

19 Eileen & Bob McFarland
23 Joe & Sandy Roth
23 John & Vicki Gingrich
26 Kevin & Kara Paxton
28 Frederick & Joyce Hetrick
  John & Donna Seymour
31 Bob & Sally Shope


