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Missions team renews bonds 
with the Navajo people 

Continued on page 2

Mike Lemay called as Associate 
Pastor for Congregational Care

The congregation voted 
unanimously to call Mike 
Lemay as Associate Pastor 
for Congregational Care. 
See Page 4.

Take me out to the ballgame!
The R.I.S. E. group 
enjoyed a night out 
recently to watch the Fred 
Nats play baseball at the 
Fredericksburg stadium. 

Rain did not dampen their spirits.
 See page 9.

Board of Elders establishes new CCC 
Advisory Committee 

The new committee will 
advise the director and 
make recommendations to 
the Board of Elders. 
 See page 8.

Eleven new chaplains commissioned 

The new chaplains will  
provide spiritual care 
throughout the Lake of the 
Woods Community.  

See page 5.

The Lake of the Woods Church missions 
team journeyed nearly 2,000 miles this 
year to bring encouragement and much 
needed assistance to the First Navajo Bap-
tist Church in Crownpoint, NM. The last 
time a full mission team from the church 
had visited Crownpoint was two years ago, 
before the pandemic severely affected the 
Navajo Nation. Elder Dave Blackistone 
led a crew of eleven men and women from 
the church who installed doors, replaced 
soffits, painted, and performed minor 
construction work, but the real story was 
in the prayers and relationships that were 
formed during that busy week. Dave said, 
“The Navajo people were encouraged, and 
we, the church members, were changed.” 
The following is Dave’s story about the 
“ties that bind.”      

 
The first day we were there the pas-

tor, Matthew Holtsoi, said two Navajo 
Christian churches had closed due to 
COVID-19. I immediately thought, we 
cannot let this church fail; we must keep 
this light shining.

Because of covid restrictions on public 
gatherings, we had to limit our outreach 
to the Navajo community. We prayed that 
our ministry would be more than con-
struction work and that God would meet 
us in unexpected ways. Both prayers were 
abundantly answered. We installed doors, 
painted, and replaced soffits and did other 
construction projects, but God also called 
us there to build friendships and encourage 
people.

The pastor’s mother said, “Sometimes it’s 
so lonely at church. Your presence shows us 
we are not alone.” Carlos, a schoolteacher 

Church members serve the Navajo Nation during a God-inspired week. Jesse Owens joins the church staff as 
new Youth Director

Jesse has a vision for 
reaching more young 
people in the community 
while discipling the teens 
to lead. See page 6.
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and general handyman at the church, said, “I was discouraged 
and depressed about our church, but your visit has given me 
hope and motivation.”

God met us in several unexpected ways. We saw the beauty 
of his creation. God was in the midst of our conversations 
with the Navajo people. Pastor Adam made all four of his 
flight connections under challenging delays. Most signifi-
cantly, God met us in the love and appreciation of the Navajo 
people. In addition to their words of appreciation, two Navajo 
women from the church made gifts of beautiful jewelry for 
each of us and enclosed this scripture:

“And whatever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
(Col 3:17)

The First Navajo Baptist Church was founded 60 years ago. 
It is older than The Lake of the Woods Church. Its former 
senior pastor, George Jim, died in 2021, and the leadership 
passed to his 21-year-old grandson, Matthew Holtsoi. Mat-
thew is enthusiastic, energetic and cares greatly for his people. 
Pastor Adam is a mentor for him, and they speak frequently 
throughout the year.

Our vision is to enable and encourage the First Navajo Bap-
tist Church to grow in ministry and outreach in their area. 
Our question to them is, what can we do to help you achieve 
your goals? 

We returned tired, but richly blessed. We remember in our 
hearts, the words from John Fawcett’s hymn:

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love…
Our ears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts, and our cares.

From the Senior Pastor
Deuteronomy 6 in the church

 Tell God’s story well

The passage above is known as the Shema in the Jewish 
faith. It is so important to their culture 
that those verses are commonly the first 
verses to be memorized by all Jewish chil-
dren. The Jewish people pray the Shema 
daily. The word Shema means “to hear.”  
Moses, after recounting God’s deliverance 
of the children of Israel out of Egypt and 
into the Promised Land, stands before 
the people and instructs them to hear 

what God wants from them. God not only wants them to 
listen, but he also wants them to remember how he deliv-
ered them. Then they are to teach the miracles, provision, 
and law to their children and grandchildren. Moses even 
provides specific times that they should be teaching their 
family. For faith to be carried out through each generation, 
grandparents, parents, young adults, young people and chil-
dren need to be receiving God’s word and passing it on.  

Moses gave that charge to all of Israel, and God gave that 
charge to the body of his church. For the month of August, 
we will be going through a sermon series titled, Deuteron-
omy 6 in the Church. We will look at the role of grandpar-
ents, parents, and each generation in fulfilling the command 
to teach the next generation the truths of God. We, as 
believers, are called to remember all God has done and pass 
it on. Though we are charged the same way Israel was, our 
context is different. We have an awesome opportunity to 
serve our community, our schools, our neighborhoods, our 
nation, and the world with the message of the Gospel.  It is 
our job to create opportunities at church and in the commu-
nity that tell God’s story.   

The sermon series will remind us of who God is and all 
that he has done for us and for The Lake of the Woods 
Church. We will look at the amazing opportunities we have 
been given to respond to him with love. Each week we will 
focus on a different generation from Senior Saints to little 
children. Please plan to come out and be a part of this series.  

Invite your family and friends to join us. Let’s tell God’s 
story!  

“Tell God’s story well.
Tell it to your children.
Tell it to all people.
Tell it a thousand times.
Tell it for the first time. 
Tell it with your words.
Tell it with your life.
Tell God’s story well.”
(A Christian Irish Charge)

Editor’s note: Upon returning home, every member of the 
team related the same amazing experience of how they were 
each blessed by the Navajo people. They formed strong friend-
ships among themselves while they served our Navajo church 
partner, giving glory to God for their newfound relationships.  

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite 
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 
when you rise.” -Deuteronomy 6:4-7

Steve Atkinson and Bob Harbick work together to hang 
a new door in the Navajo Nation.

Pastor Colson is getting the job done with Pastor Mat-
thew of  the Navajo church. 
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Congregational Care Ministry

Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Heather Austin   Doris Barnes   
Foster Billheimer   Charlie Bocook
Mike Brennan  Bill Cole
Shirley Cornwell  Millie Davis
Danny Delongis  Susan Dyer
Ted Hetrick  Betty Larson 
Bud Lewis   Maynard Matthies
Rick Nelson  Tom Northam
Lois Northam  Dave O’Hara  
Robert Patterson  Lonnie Paxton 
Dan Rankin  Selena Rave
Andy Rayne  Doug Rogers 
George Schneider  Marvin Snoddy
Ed & Ruth Taylor  Margaret Thode
Rose Tuminaro  Danielle Turcola  

Please remember those in our congregation who have 
recently gone to be with the Lord. Keep their families 
in your prayers: Sandy Plummer.

Minister Mike Lemay unanimously affirmed for 
ordination as Associate Pastor

Pursuant to requests from Senior Pastor Adam Colson 
and former Senior Pastor John Howe, the Board of 
Elders (BOE) established an Ordination Committee 
to determine Minister Mike Lemay’s qualifications 
for ordination as a Pastor at The Lake of the Woods 
Church. The Ordination Committee members, Pastors 
Colson, Medas, and Schafer, and Elders Schofield, Smith 
and BOE Chairman Moody, extensively examined 
Mike’s qualifications in accordance with church policy 
requirements and unanimously agreed that Mike met 
all the qualifications for ordination. The BOE then 
unanimously agreed to request the congregation to affirm 
these findings by a congregational vote. 

The ordination process at The Lake of the Woods 
Church is focused on a biblical understanding of 
ordination. In Acts 20:28 the apostle Paul tells the 
Ephesus church leaders that “the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers.” This suggests the mediation of 
the Spirit’s power for ministry and also suggests the 
Spirit’s authorizing “mark” in their lives that others have 
recognized. The word “ordain” is used for many Hebrew 
and Greek words. It essentially means that ordination 
is God’s work and providence. The basic Hebrew term 
for ordination literally means to “fill the hands” of those 
whom God chooses. The Lake of the Woods Church 
policy defines the ordination of Pastors as follows: “God 
calls and ordains individuals with a sacred anointing by 
the Holy Spirit to impart pastoral gifts for the good of the 
whole church.”

As Chairman of the Lemay Ordination Committee, 
Elder Schofield is pleased to report that the 
congregation overwhelmingly voted to affirm the BOE 
recommendation and recognizes God’s call and anointing 
of Mike Lemay to be ordained as a Pastor for the church. 
Elder Schofield, the pastors and the rest of the board 
praise God for the many ways Mike’s service has richly 
blessed the church family.  An ordination service for Mike 
Lemay is scheduled for Sunday, September 11, at the 9:45 
a.m. service in the church Sanctuary. Mike will also be 
recognized at the 8:30 and 11 a.m. services.

Eleven new chaplains commissioned by the 
congregation for spiritual care service

On Sunday, July 3, 2022, after successfully completing 
formal classes, shadowing assignments and a final exam, 
eleven new chaplains were recognized and awarded 
certificates of completion at The Lake of the Woods 
Church. At the same time, seven currently licensed 
chaplains received their new advanced course certificates.

The chaplain core is a vibrant group of dedicated 
men and women who volunteer in a variety of ways. 
They serve as compassionate shepherds at the Living 
Water health and dental clinics in Locust Grove and the 
Brisben Center homeless shelter in Fredericksburg.  At 
The Lake of the Woods Church, they assist at the weekly 
Wednesday evening Eucharist and Friday morning prayer 
services. The chaplains call, email and visit church family 
members in hospitals, nursing homes, rehabilitation 
centers and their homes. They are qualified to administer 
Communion and offer prayers to those who request it. 
Chaplains can provide rides for medical and appointments 
and treatments. They are available for prayer support at 
the end of each of the Sunday and Wednesday services, 
and some serve as chaplains to first responders. The 
chaplain program will soon provide spiritual service to 
the Germanna Heights Apartment residents and the Boy 
Scout programs.

The first level chaplains recognized include: Marsha 
Metzer, Matthew Bernd, Jane Cicione, William Fetzer, 
Michael Green, Lori Harbick, Robert Harbick, John 
Lentine, Suzanne Lentine, Terrence Maple and Randy 
Squires.

The second level chaplains recognized include: Johanna 
Colson, Deborah Keene, Gregory Leitz, Robert Lingo, 
Paulette Tantlinger, Graeme Tidman and Randal 
Whitehead.

If anyone is interested in becoming a chaplain, please 
contact one of the pastoral staff or one of the chaplains. 
They would love to speak about this rewarding and 
fulfilling ministry.
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Jesse Owens assumes new role as Youth Director

Youth Ministry

This year Jesse Owens was selected to become the 
new Youth Minister at The Lake of the Woods Church 
(LOWC). He is excited to take on this position after 
having worked in that ministry for the past several years. 

Jesse has attended the church since he first became a 
member in 2012. He grew up in a Christian home and 
joined the youth program when John Higginbotham 
invited him to attend Youth Camp in 2015. God quickly 
chose Jesse that summer to uniquely share Christ with 
a teen at the camp. Soon thereafter, overlooking the 
beautiful Lake of the Woods near the clubhouse, Jesse 
sensed God’s call to become a pastor. He wasted no 
time completing his four-year degree at George Mason 
University and then moved on to Liberty University 
where he received his Divinity degree. Jesse helped pay his 
way through Liberty by becoming a “Campus Shepherd,” 
helping other students work through their life challenges. 

After graduation Jesse took a job as Director of 
Discipleship at the Culpeper-based Providence Bible 
Church. Two and a half years later, Jesse felt called to 
work in the public schools and accepted a position as a 
teacher at Culpeper High School. During that time, Jesse 
returned to his roots at LOWC and began to work as a 
volunteer with junior and senior high school students. 
Jesse leads nine adult volunteers who assist with the 
various Youth Ministry activities. Approximately 60 youth 
are currently associated with this ministry, and Jesse hopes 
to build this program to around 100 this year. 

One of Jesse’s most important goals is to promote large 
events at the Lake of the Woods Community Center to 
draw new teens to The Lake of the Woods Church. He 
hopes that these leaders can assist the Youth with their 
personal growth and can give the students an adult friend 
with whom they can talk about living purposeful lives 
on a long-term basis. Jesse also realizes that the summer 
programs are key elements to Youth Ministry. The 
summer programs include teens assisting with both K-5 
Vacation Bible School and Good News Across Sports; 
attending Teen Camp; attending Christian Youth in 
Action camp; and participating in summer missions. 

Jesse has a full schedule planned for the youth groups 
with some aggressive goals. Please welcome and encourage 
Jesse and his new wife, Kassia, who were married this 
summer on July 7. Many may know Kassia as an adult 
youth group volunteer. Together they are looking forward 
to a life of family activities intermeshed with a ministry to 
young people and young adults in the community.     

Jesse and Kassia Owens are all smiles following their 
wedding at Colonial Beach which was officiated by 
Sr. Pastor Adam Colson.

Children see God’s wonder at CentriKid camp
On June 20 The Lake of the Woods Church Children’s 

Ministry Team set out for CentriKid camp at Eagle Eyrie 
Conference Center in Lynchburg, VA. The team included 
five adult leaders and 14 kids. With Ms. Mandy Robinson 
and Ms. Susan Mahnel driving the transport vans, the 
group ventured off for a fun-filled week with God.

CentriKid Camp, operated by the Lifeway organization, 
offers a fun-filled experience where children are 
encouraged to dig deeper into their faith and learn how 
God can transform their hearts and lives. While at the 
camp, kids shared this experience with over 200 children 
from other churches in the region and, often, from other 
states. This year the campers had the opportunity to meet 
kids from Northern Virginia. Some were even nearby from 
Chancellor Baptist Church in Fredericksburg.

The children spent five days and four nights at camp 
and participated in an array of activities from archery to 
basketball. There were fun water sports, sign language 
instruction and crafts. The children chose two activities to 
participate in during the week. The activities were led by 
the camp counselors who live all over the United States. 
They have the awesome job of leading these kids to Christ 
with fun and exciting activities and their own love of Jesus. 
The amount of energy and love that they pour into the 
children is astounding.

Connor Seay, the camp’s Pastor, was phenomenal. 
During the school year, he’s a third-grade teacher, so he 
knows children well. His energy and his love for Jesus was 
evident in every word he spoke. The kids delighted in his 
teachings, and even more, in the fun activities in which he 
participated.

Each year the camp program is structured around a 
Biblical theme. This year’s theme was Wonder, stressing 
that Christian believers serve a God who is infinite, but 
also personal.  Campers explored the wonder of how big 
God is and the wonder of how he cares about us. Each day 
focused on a different sub-text of the theme: God is big; 
God is creative; God is personal; God is reconciling; and 
God is worthy.

CentriKids join CYIA teens at camp 
In addition to the regular camp activities, the week was 

special for the children in another way. The Children’s 
Ministry Team was joined by the church’s teenagers 
who were also at Eagle Eyrie attending Christian Youth 
in Action Camp for their Summer Missions training. 
Watching the teens in action was a great opportunity for 
the kids to see what they can do when they graduate from 
the Children’s program and enter the Youth program.
As one might expect, CentriKid camp impacts more than 
just the kids. It also has a significant effect on the adult 
leaders. Many leaders have said they get as much out of 
camp as the children do. 

Alena Ulrey reports that her favorite part of camp was 
scanning the crowd during the gathering times to see just 
how much “wonder” they had. Maddy Fulghum adds, 
“There’re so many things I could talk about. I’ve made too 
many memories at CentriKid to count.”

Needless to say, it was a great week for all who were 
involved.

For more camp photos see page 10

Campers enjoy a messy game with all the kids from vari-
ous churches. 

Children’s Ministry
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Child Care Center
Advisory Committee 
approved for the CCC

The Board of Elders at The Lake of the Woods Church 
recently voted to approve an advisory committee for 
the Child Care Center (CCC). The main function of 
the committee is to advise the CCC Director and make 
recommendations to the Board of Elders. The members 
include: Kristen Ulrey and Wayne Thompson from the 
Board of Elders, Trustee Ron Morris, Family Pastor, 
John Higginbotham, and Belinda Divelbiss, the former 
director of the CCC. During the July meeting of the 
CCC Advisory Committee, Kristen Ulrey was elected 
to Chair the committee. Because Pastor Higginbotham 
is the acting director of the CCC, he will not be serving 
his pastoral role on the committee until a new director is 
hired. Senior Pastor Adam Colson and Chairman of the 
Board Bud Moody serve as ex-officio members.

The Child Care Center is an important ministry in the 
church as it brings in new families from the community.  
Under the leadership of Pastor John, many of the families 
who enroll at the CCC have become active members in 
the church.  This committee will serve to ensure that CCC 
continues to thrive.

RISE family enjoys summer outing at the Fred 
Nats baseball game

On July 26 the RISE friends and families attended 
the Fred Nat’s baseball game with the Salem Red Sox in 
Fredericksburg, VA. The Fred Nats are a Class A baseball 
farm team affiliated with the Washington Nationals 
major league team. Organized by Ministry Steward, Rich 
Kurz, the RISE group was seated behind the visiting team 
dugout with a great view of the entire ballpark. Along with 
the usual “peanuts, popcorn and Cracker Jacks,” the group 
enjoyed the pregame festivities and the Two-dollar Taco 
Tuesday special. More than 30 enthusiastic RISE family 
baseball fans cheered on their favorite team until the game 
was postponed by rain in the fifth inning with the Red 
Sox leading 5-0. Undaunted, the RISE group enjoyed the 
evening and promised to return for future games.

Help is needed to distribute 500 backpacks
The Stuff the Bus ministry is set to distribute 500 

backpacks packed with school supplies that will enable 
Orange County elementary and middle school students to 
get a jumpstart on learning for the 2022-2023 school year. 
The need is greater this year because of rising prices. More 
volunteers are needed for this vital outreach ministry. See 
ad on this page. 

Church ministries celebrate Independence Day 
The Lake of the Woods Church ministries celebrated 

Independence Day with four floats entered in the popular 
community parade. The float entered by the Living Water 
Community Clinic (LWCC) won the Most Enthusiastic 
Marchers Award. Other parade floats were entered by the 
Good News Across Sports, Mothers of Preschoolers and 
Children’s ministries. Two information tables were set up 
at Clubhouse Point during the afternoon pre-fireworks 
festivities. Church members promoted the church 
ministries to the community. The LWCC volunteers 
shared information about the free professional medical 
and dental care available to eligible people in need.

Foster families to hold picnic lunch at the lake  
Led by Stone Leighty, the Foster Family ministry will 

celebrate the summer with a combined picnic and training 

Community Outreach

session in August. The volunteer team will serve lunch 
and provide activities for the children and youth. Vicky 
Tidman, of Orange County Family Services, will provide 
a 30-minute training session for the parents. Boat rides on 
the lake are planned.  

Pastor Colson, Elder Bill Fetzer and the R.I.S.E. team 
leaders and members enjoy a night out at the 
Fredericksburg Nationals game.

Members of  the Family Ministry spread mulch and prep 
the church playground for a new school year!
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More photos of summer activities

Church missionaries experience God’s awesome 
power in New Mexico 

Missions

Prayer for Missions

Lord of the Universe, Father of all nations,
We pray for our brothers and sisters in Navajo Nation.  
Thank you for the ties that bind us to First Navajo 
Baptist Church. As other churches close, we pray that 
you would protect and bless this church and provide 
for their need of a new roof. In the precious name of 
Jesus,  Amen 

The following testimony was provided by Sandy Roth to 
the CrossCurrents staff after she returned from The Lake 
of the Woods Church mission trip to the Navajo Nation in 
July:  

“I heard an unexpected call to serve on the mission trip. 
This was not on my radar. I had no idea what to expect, 
yet I was never nervous. Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow for tomorrow will worry about itself. Matt. 6:34

“Throughout the Mission week I kept hearing the song 
in my head: Our God is an awesome God. He reigns from 
heaven above. He truly is an awesome God.  

“Our team became instant brothers and sisters. We 
helped each other in the airports, worshiped together, ate 
together and worked together. Our host, Pastor Matthew, 
his mother, and uncle also became instant family. They 
were very patient and so appreciative of all we did while 
we were in their space. 
  

“Most of the week Anne Tower and I painted boards, 
paneling, exterior doors, and the main entrance to the 
church. What a blessing to work on God’s house. The roof 
is a great concern. One day a great wind came up out of 
nowhere, and I saw shingles flying off. God again had my 
attention - His house needs help!

“On Wednesday Anne and I went with pastor Matthew 
to hand out the church invitation to worship and have 
dinner that evening. Wild dogs roam freely in Navajo 
Nation, but I had no fear walking the streets with angry 
dogs.  Matthew had them under control with his voice; the 
dogs cowered and went to their homes. I felt the presence 
of God watching over us. 

“That night several families showed up. Five children 
were included. Anne and I took them out and shared 
a story from scripture and sang songs. It was a small, 
wonderful time of worship and fellowship.  

LOWC CentriKid campers get ready for a day of  fun 
and activities at camp. 

“The mission trip may not have been on “my” radar. But 
it was on God’s! He showed me his world from his vision. 
We are indeed all one in the spirit of our awesome God. I 
pray we can continue to be the hands and feet of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

Campers read the story of  Nicodemus during morning 
Bible time at CCC camp.

Campers enjoy the annual game called OMC - 
organized mass chaos. 

Campers gather for the CentriKid worship service.

Congratulations to the church softball team that finished 
the season with an impressive 11-7 record. 

The First Navajo Baptist Church entrance shows the 
wear and tear to the roof  from the harsh desert climate.

Marilyn Holtsoi, mother of  Pastor Matthew, shares her 
tray of  amazing Navajo fry bread. 
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 2 Luanne Coffee
  Michael Neely
 3 Antoinette Ruther
  Bobbie Stone
  Judith Thompson
  Rachel Schneider
 5 Barbara Young
  Judy Schofield
  Mary Hadley
  Robert Mackes
 6 Ann Nadwodny
  Michael Suche
 7 James Fulton
 8 Frederick Hetrick
  Jeff Davis
  Raymond Farmer
  Vicki O’Hara
 9 Vera Moody
 10 Marshall Wile
 11 Vicki Wachendorf
 12 Easter Bowman
  Jack Simons
  Jim Nellis

 13 Laura Moore
 14 Mike Green
 17 Celine Baker
  Jeffrey Flynn
  Pat Watterworth
 18 Audrey Lawrence
 20 Carrie DeSalvo
  Diana Duffy
 21 Carol Johnson
 22 Kathryn Van Leer
 23 Matthew Robinson
 24 Brenda Rogers
 25 Anne Boyd
  Christian Jones
  Laird Knights
 26 Valerie Benito
 28 Robert Shope
  William Meldrum
 29 Nancy Bowles
 30 Susanne Kurz
 31 Eileen McFarland
  Neil Pedersen
 

August Birthdays Anniversaries
 1 Hugh & Debbie Risseeuw
 2 Gary & Janet Loeffler
  Warren & Leslie Gage
 3 Biff & Janet Glidden
 7 Bruce & Sharon Killian
 9 Dick & Lynn Manthei
 10 Sparky & Ruth Watson
 12 Jack & Jan Simons
13 Spike & Beth Richards
16 William & Maria Meldrum
19 Dan & Jeanne Porter
  Harold & Lora Wood

23 Chuck & Laura Handy
  John & Patty Bell
  Stone & Dawn Leighty
25 Eric & Jenny Chinault
  Mike & Linda Green
  Rich & Susanne Kurz
26 John & Nancy Bowles
29 Bob & Marsha Stumpf
31 Jeff & Judy Flynn


