March 2022
Friday’s prayer group open to everyone
Mike Green says, “In
Matthew 21, Jesus calls his
house a house of prayer.
Likewise, we consider The
Lake of the Woods Church
our house of prayer.” All are invited to
attend. See page 4.
Interested in becoming a member?
Join us on Sunday April 3
at 12:15 p.m. Take the first
step in learning about The
Lake of the Wood Church
and what we believe.
See page 5.
Soup Suppers and Lent
Start your Wednesday
evening out right with a
delicious hot soup. Listen
to a message from Pastor
Colson and get to know
the Lord more deeply during this Lenten
season. See page 5.
RISE Friends live with great joy
Rich Kurz, leader of the
RISE group, describes
his ministry experience
as “being in a beautiful,
loving family who cares
for each other and enjoys living life to the
fullest.” See page 7.
New lead teacher at CCC
Michaela Paxton recently
became the lead teacher
in one of the 4-year-old
classes. She hopes to see
her students grow up to be
smart, kind, and compassionate people.
She enjoys teaching phonics and wants
to create an environment where students
enjoy learning. See page 11.

Prepare for Lent by “Knowing
Christ through the Feasts”
On March 2 this year, the church
observes Ash Wednesday. Most
Christians are somewhat familiar with
an Ash Wednesday worship service
including the imposition of ashes.
Likewise, most of the western world
is aware of the celebrations known as
Mardi Gras or Carnival, carried out
the day before Ash Wednesday. For
some people, particularly protestant or
reformed Christians who are unfamiliar
with the high church liturgical calendar,
the whole idea of Mardi Gras, Ash
Wednesday, and Lent begs for a more
thorough explanation.
The following definition comes from
Wikipedia:
Mardi Gras refers to events of the
Carnival celebration, beginning on
or after the Christian feasts of the
Epiphany (Three Kings Day) and
culminating on the day before Ash
Wednesday, which is known as Shrove
Tuesday. Mardi Gras is French for
“Fat Tuesday”, reflecting the practice of
the last night of eating rich, fatty foods
before the ritual Lenten sacrifices and
fasting of the Lenten season.
Alright, that’s a lot of explanation in
two sentences, but we need to go a little
further. Let’s begin by pointing out that
Lent, per se, is not prescribed anywhere
in the Bible. Lent was developed
from Christian tradition and practice
beginning in the early church. Broadly
speaking, Lent is a period of fasting,

prayer, and penitence. It begins on Ash
Wednesday and traditionally ends on
Maundy Thursday, the night of the Last
Supper, before the crucifixion of Christ
on Good Friday the following day.
For those pulling out their calendar to
count the days, this year Lent is 43 days
in duration.
By tradition, Lent is about 40 days in
length to commemorate the 40 days of
prayer and fasting that Jesus underwent
in the wilderness at the very beginning
of his ministry. This is described in the
Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and
Luke). What does Lent have to do with
Continued on page 2

Knowing Christ
Continued from page 1

Easter? It’s an Easter-related celebration only insofar as it
has been defined by tradition and practice. On the other
hand, it’s also viewed as an ideal time for quiet prayer,
penitence, and reflection aided by fasting in imitation of
Jesus during his 40 days in the wilderness. During Lent
we can go alone to a place by ourselves and be with God
in preparation for Easter, arguably the most important
commemoration of the entire Christian calendar.
The Gospels recount numerous instances when Jesus
went off by himself to be alone with his Father and pray.
Pastor Colson reminds us that Jesus began his ministry
by being alone with God (40 days in the wilderness), and
likewise ended his ministry in the same way, by going off
by himself in Gethsemane to pray.
In a recent conversation with The Rev. Colson, he
expressed his hope that the church congregation will
actively take part in Lent, preparing their hearts for the
Easter celebration of the resurrection. He urges everyone
to identify a time each day to be alone with the Lord
in quiet meditation and reflection, offering prayers of
penitence, and fasting as well, if they so desire.
In terms of his own leadership in the Lenten season,
Pastor Colson has chosen an expanded motto for The
Lake of the Woods Church, “Knowing Christ and
Making Christ Known,” as the basis for his Sunday
sermons and his Wednesday night teachings. On Sundays
his sermons will stress “Knowing Christ” and will feature
what he calls “the words of Lent: preparation, betrayal,
denial, prayer, blessing, and passion.” On Wednesday
nights his teachings will focus on the Jewish feast days
leading up to the Passover celebration.
The Lenten season is a special time for the congregation,
and it’s hoped that many will take advantage of the
opportunity this year to know the Lord more deeply.
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From the Senior Pastor
The Art of Being Still During Lent
“But he (Jesus) would withdraw to deserted places and pray.” Luke 5:16
A few years ago, the church tried an experiment to save
some money on our electric bill. The idea was to install
sensor lights in rooms that weren’t regularly used. When
anyone entered, the lights would come on, and when
there wasn’t a lot of motion in the room, the lights would
sense that the room was empty, and the lights would
automatically shut off. It was a great concept, except the
room we used was the Church Library, the one room people
go to sit quietly at the table to study, read,
or do research. When they sat quietly in
the room, the lights sensed no activity
and would automatically shut off. Those
reading or studying would then have
to stand up and wave their arms for the
lights to turn back on.

So, what about us? Do we allow ourselves time to be still,
to reflect, to pray? Drew Anderson wrote, “The American
addiction to work shows up in the church when Christians
need to constantly figure out “where God is at work.” What
if sometimes God is at rest, and we miss Him because He’s
there waiting for us to come learn what a life without an
addiction to work even looks like.” During this season
of Lent, let’s practice getting alone with God, being still,
meditating on his Word, and allowing the Holy Spirit to
search our hearts and work in our lives.
I want to close with a prayer that Henri Nouwen wrote,
“Dear God, speak gently in my silence. When the loud
outer noises of my surroundings and the loud inner noises
of my fears keep pulling me away from you, help me to trust
that you are still there even when I am unable to hear you.
Amen”

Life can be very similar. It consists of
busy people talking, music blasting, tv’s running, audio
books playing, video games running, etc. When the noise
stops, people tend to assume that activity has stopped,
and it is time to take action. Get busy, do something, go
somewhere. Life today seems to have no room for the
internal activities of thinking, meditating, quietly praying or
reflecting.
Lent is a season of following Christ’s example from
Luke 5, withdrawing to be by ourselves in quiet prayer and
reflection, and allowing the Holy Spirit to search our hearts
and lead us to confession and rededication.
In Psalm 46:1 God has promised that he is our “refuge,
our strength, our present help in time of trouble,” and yet,
we neglect to “be still and let him guide us,” as the Psalmist
wrote in verse 10.
Jesus knew that action was taking place first and foremost
when he was quiet and alone with his Father. He practiced
this time of quiet reflection and prayer early in the morning,
in the midday and even late at night. He began his human
ministry alone in the wilderness with quiet reflection and
ended it alone with the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane
the night before he was crucified.

On Sunday, February 20th, Sr. Pastor Adam Colson is
installed as the spiritual head of The Lake of the Woods
Church. Elders lay on hands for the anointing of the Holy
Spirit as Pastor Schafer prays for Adam.
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Congregational Care Ministry
Church prayer ministry encourages those
experiencing spiritual and physical pain
“Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and the door will be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7
This is only one of the verses that guides the men and
women of the newly formed prayer team at The Lake of
the Woods Church. Last winter, a prayer ministry was
a dream of Linda and Mike Green and Pastor Adam
Colson. They contacted many in the congregation, and a
core prayer team was soon formed. Initially, 15 interested
members began meeting each Friday at 9 a.m. in the
Sanctuary to pray for the needs of the church and those in
attendance. An early Sunday meeting was added shortly
thereafter to pray for all three Sunday services.

way. As the new elder overseeing Congregational Care, I
find that this ministry allows me to stay better in touch
with our leaders, ministries, and members.” Contact Mike
or Linda Green by email at mlkkjj@msn.com for more
information.
Congregational Care classes continued on page 5

The Friday prayer meeting is open to everyone
Mike Green encourages church members to attend on
Friday morning if they are able. Mike says, “In Matthew
21, Jesus calls his house a house of prayer. Likewise, we
consider The Lake of the Woods Church our house of
prayer.”
Mike and Linda collect prayer requests from the church
online Prayer Chain. Minister Mike Lemay, minister for
Congregational Care, Bill Fetzer, the elder for Community
Outreach, and David Blackistone, the elder for Missions
also provide prayer requests.

Please remember in your prayers the following members of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:
Heather Austin 		
Foster Billheimer 		
Bruce Boyd		
Bill Cole			
Danny Delongis		
Randy Halverson		
Betty Larson 		
Rick Nelson		
Dave O’Hara 		
Ruth Poch 		
Andy Rayne		
Randy Squires		
Rose Tuminaro		

The Greens prepare a weekly list of prayer requests
which is distributed to all church leadership. And then
lifted up in prayer by those attending the Friday prayer
meeting. Cards of encouragement are signed by those in
attendance and mailed each week to those who are on the
prayer list. Long time church member, Margaret Thode,
stopped one member of the prayer group in the Narthex
last month saying, “That card meant so much to me to
know that someone really cared enough to send a card
wishing me well. Thank you.”
Mike Green explained, “Linda and I are so excited to
assist Pastor Colson in leading our Friday prayer ministry.
We led the prayer ministry at our previous church in
Fairfax for many years, and now we are enjoying the
blessings of serving The Lake of the Woods Church in this

Doris Barnes 		
Charlie Bocook
Mike Brennan
Rick Coover
Susan Dyer
Ted Hetrick
Bud Lewis
Tom Northam
Lonnie Paxton
Selena Rave
Doug Rogers
Margaret Thode
Josh Wolfrey

Please remember those in our congregation who have
recently gone to be with the Lord. Keep their families
in your prayers: Betty Banks
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Congregational Care
classes available
Continued from page 4

FaithWorks, a new Bible study, began in January
FaithWorks is studying Daniel on Thursdays at 1:30 p.m.
The class meets on the1st and 3rd Thursday of every month
in the Charter Room. Contact Minister Mike Lemay by
email at mike@lowchurch.org or call 540-972-9060 for
more information.
GriefShare begins in February
The next session begins on Monday, February 28, at
6:45 p.m. for 13 weeks in the Founders Room. GriefShare
support groups are led by people who understand and want
to help. To register go on-line to GriefShare.org or contact
Minister Mike Lemay by email at mike@lowchurch.org.
DivorceCare will begin Tuesday, March 1, on Zoom
DivorceCare’s life-changing support groups welcome
those experiencing separation and/or divorce and guide
them on the path to recovery. Over one million people have
found comfort and hope through this 13-week, video-based
series. To register go on-line to DivorceCare.org or contact
Minister Mike Lemay by email at mike@lowchurch.org.

5

Missions
Missionaries in a dangerous world transform lives
with the hope of Jesus
I’m overjoyed for her! She lived this side of heaven for this one
moment!

Some of our missionaries have been called to bring
relief and the Gospel message to dangerous regions of
the world. Their identity and location cannot be posted
on the internet. Our mission Partner of the Month for
March is one of those courageous organizations. In spite of
government oppression, they have:

“Pray for us, the elders and ministry teams as we step by faith
into the next season of carrying on this work that Jesus started
so many years ago. We are encouraged by Proverbs 4:18 ‘But
the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day.’”

• Provided food and clothing for homeless
children
• Provided aid to persecuted Christian families
and widows
• Rescued children from human trafficking and
labor camps
• Trained many pastors in their Bible college
• Presented the Gospel to thousands of people

Annie was truly an extraordinary witness and inspiration
in the missionary field, transforming lives that change the
world for now and for eternity.
How you can help
Please continue to pray for this vital and very successful
ministry partner to continue the faithful work that Annie
and her family have fostered in their home country for
decades.

The wife of the founder of this ministry, Annie, passed
away peacefully into the presence of our Lord Jesus on
January 19, 2022. Her son writes:
“She served the Lord in full-time ministry by faith for 59
years alongside my father. In addition, my parents remained
faithful in their matrimonial covenant for 54 years until
‘death did them part.’

Prayer for Missions
Gracious Father, we pray for our missionary partners in India this month. We ask for protection
as they minister in the face of great persecution.
Change the hearts and transform the lives of those
among whom they serve. Guide your people to
support their work of making Christ known that
he may draw many to himself. Amen.

“Annie loved to declare her faith in our Lord Jesus
unreservedly! She has personally shared Christ, one on one
with countless souls.
“She was spiritually intelligent, intuitive, and insightful!
The most honest, generous, and hardworking person I knew!
Her work ethic was always an inspiration to many on this
Mission-field.
“During unpredictable times when our faith wavered, we
drew deep strength from her calm steadfast assurance in our
Lord and His promises.
“She raised all her five children to proclaim Jesus! Today her
children are involved with their families in full-time ministry,
giving her 19 grandchildren, raised with a deep commitment
to Christ!
“She gave everything for this one moment to be forever at
the feet of our Lord Jesus! So although we are sad for ourselves,
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Community Outreach
RISE Friends enjoy living life to the fullest
Every Thursday evening a special group of Friends and
their volunteer Servant Leaders gather at The Lake of
the Woods Church to share a meal, participate in social
activities, study the Bible, pray and just talk about the things
that matter in their lives. Rich Kurz, the Ministry Steward
for Religious Instruction in Special Education (RISE),
describes the experience as “being in a beautiful, loving
family who cares for each other and enjoys living life to the
fullest.”
Twelve to thirteen RISE Friends meet on a regular
basis. The Servant Leaders are volunteers who are trained
to ensure the well-being of the RISE Friends who are in
attendance. Currently, the RISE family meets in a hybrid
arrangement that includes meeting in-person at the church
and by Zoom for those who need to reduce their risk of
contracting COVID-19.
Diane Rivenburg has been faithfully organizing the
Thursday evening meal service for several years. With the
help of fellow volunteers, Ruth Taylor and Jane Ulrey, Diane
plans and prepares a nutritional meal to begin the evening.
After dinner Rich Kurz, or another servant leader, leads the
scheduled activity.

RISE Friends rehearse Hope’s Song.

This summer RISE Friends who desire to become
members of The Lake of the Woods Church will receive
lessons on the Christian faith and the sacraments. Those
lessons will be provided by pastoral staff and trained lay
leaders using teaching methods that they can understand.

If it’s game night, Rich organizes and leads the game. On
craft nights, Debbie Christie, assisted by Jane Ulrey and
Vicky O’hara, takes the lead. For many, the first activity after
dinner is the highlight of the evening because it gives them
the opportunity to play or work on a craft project together.
Debbie said of the RISE Friends, “I know of no better group
of people who love each other and know joy – the way that
Jesus loves us.”

Rich is praying that more men would step forward to
become RISE Servant Leaders to provide role models for
the male RISE Friends. To volunteer to become part of this
amazing ministry, contact the church office at 540-9729060.

Did you know...

Worship and music follow the game or craft activity.
Under the musical direction of Virginia Blevins, the group
is practicing singing “Hope’s Song.” The RISE Friends will
perform this song on Wednesday, April 13, during the last
family gathering before Easter.

Each Saturday at 9 a.m. the
RISE Friends gather at the LOWA
Community Center to learn how
to play Pickleball. Renee McGinnis,
(mother of Sean McGinnis, a RISE
Friend), is the instructor for our
RISE friends. Come cheer them on
and you too, can learn how to play
the fastest growing sport in the world.

One of the most moving periods of each RISE gathering
is when Mary Ryan and Kelly Dyer lead the prayer session.
The Friends share their answered prayers as well as offer
their heartfelt prayers for others. The final activity of the
evening is a Bible study provided by Rich.
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Family Ministry
New classes fill the gaps in family ministry
CROSSpoint now available to young adults
Have you recently graduated from high school, and are
you looking for a great Sunday school class? Are you a
college student in the area looking for a Sunday school class
that has direct applications to your life? Quite possibly you
are at a crossroads. You may have learned about the saving
grace of the Lord Jesus during church youth group, summer
camps or mission trips. Now what?

Get “Fit for the Kingdom” while getting fit for life
What better way to get in shape, meet new people
and read scripture than to join the Fit for the Kingdom
exercise class? This women’s exercise class meets twice
each week in Friendship Hall at The Lake of the Woods
Church. Childcare will be provided.
Led by Hallie Barker, a certified personal trainer and
group fitness instructor, the class meets Tuesday from
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. and Friday from 11 a.m. - 12 noon.
Please bring a Bible and workout mat. Register online at
lowchurch.org.

The Lake of the Woods Church has a wide variety
of Sunday school classes designed for many age groups
including children, teens through high school and young
families (married adults). However, there has been no
Sunday school class for college age singles or young adults
who begin working in their careers immediately after high
school…until now. Pastor John Higginbotham stated,
“Young people tend to fall away from faith after high school
graduation, and this group represents a mission field reaching the unreached.”
To fill that gap the new CROSSpoint Sunday school class
taught by Stone Leighty was organized. The class examines
the intersection of people’s lives who are at a crossroads, and
it points them back to the cross. Stone describes the class
as, “a place for young people to fit into the church, meet the
Lord and see how the class applies to their struggles…”

Hallie Barker with members of the Fit for the Kingdom class
gather for fellowship, exercise and encouragement.

The CROSSpoint class meets at the church each Sunday
at 9:45 in Room 210. Bring a friend and see how this class
can make a difference in your life.

Lily Williams reads to children whose mothers attend the Fit
for Kingdom exercise class.
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Youth group raises funds for summer missions

Valentine’s Day breakfast raises funds for youth missions
More than 45 delighted breakfast diners provided in excess of $1,200 to support summer youth missions. The parents
cooked breakfast while the teens greeted, served, set up and cleaned up. The funds will offset costs of youth participation in
planned activities including Good News Across Sports camps and the Navajo Nation mission trip.

Archery teaches kids to maintain a strong
foundation centered on Christ
Eugene Slagle has been a volunteer with the Youth
Ministry at The Lake of the Woods Church for more than
ten years. He initially got involved in the church after
a conversation with Pastor Adam Colson. He revealed
how his love for archery could allow him to teach middle
school and high school students as they learned about
God’s word. That summer Eugene conducted a 3-day
archery program at the church’s summer teen camp. That
experience gave him the opportunity to share his passion
for the sport and also learn from the other leaders and
teens about sharing the gospel.

participation in various youth activities, Eugene quickly
realized how much he enjoyed being a teacher and how
he could use the principles of archery to relate them to
Christian principles.
Eugene developed several phrases that explain the
Christian walk, but also apply to archery.
1. Stand strong on your foundation. Maintain a
strong body and keep God’s word.
2. Focus your life to be like Christ. The archer must
focus on the center of the target. Christ is the
center and teacher of our faith in God.
3. Allow the Spirit to release your arrow to life. Relax
your string hand and allow the arrow to be free to
fly true. The Holy Spirit is our guide to life if we
listen.

Since 2011, Eugene has held many archery classes for
the church youth, and he has taught teens how to coach
and teach archery for activities like Good News Across
Sports (GNAS). During the summer GNAS programs, the
teens coach kids from kindergarten through 5th grade in
their favorite sport and present the gospel to them during
the breaks. The teens form a close bond with the children
during the sport activity and the lessons. Because of his

Continued on page 10
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Archery teaches kids
Continued from page 9

During the past 10 years, the middle and high
school youth programs have grown. Today there are
approximately 30-50 teens who participate in weekly
activities. Every Wednesday evening from September
to June, teens gather for Youth Group that begins with
dinner in Friendship Hall at 6 p.m. After dinner, teens
and leaders move to the Worship Center for praise and
worship. At 7 p.m., high school students play a sport or
activity while middle school students go to their CORE
groups (gender and age specific). At 7:30 p.m., high
school students go to their CORE groups (gender and
age specific) while middle school students play a sport or
activity.
The Lake of the Woods Church is blessed to have
energetic and enthusiastic volunteers like Eugene to
support and encourage the youth. To learn more, contact
the church office at 540-972-9060.

Bridgham and Brendan Hall help Eugene Slagle get set up
for the archery class.
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Child Care Center
New teacher brings joy, enthusiasm, and musical
talent to the classroom
Question: What are your favorite children’s books or
movies?
I think the Disney movie, Moana, is definitely a favorite.
I love books by Eric Carle. I love books like Brown Bear,
Brown Bear What Do You See? by Bill Martin, Jr. But, my
very favorite is Pete the Cat. I love all of the Pete the Cat
books. I wish that Pete the Cat was around when I was a kid.
He is great!

Michaela Paxton is a dynamic new addition to the
teaching staff at The Lake of the Woods Church Child Care
Center (CCC). This year Michaela is the lead teacher for
a four-year-old class. With a Bachelor’s Degree in Music
Education, Michaela has been teaching music lessons for
the violin and oboe for nearly four years. She is a member of
the church Chancel Choir and has been a part of the CCC
before and after school care since July, 2021. During the
interview, Michaela glowed as she talked about her students
and the joys of teaching.

Question: What would be on your wish list for
classroom supplies or school supplies?
We are supposed to be getting magnetic chalkboards for
each classroom which will be great. I would love more Pete
the Cat books, new markers, some of those big fat crayons,
and Play Doh.

Question: What part of the program do you enjoy?
I really love being in the classroom with the kids. I love it
when they sing and dance, and I work to incorporate those
activities into my lessons. This week the students sang “My
God Is So Great” with such enthusiasm, I bet they could
hear it upstairs. I enjoy teaching phonics. Today we studied
the letter E with a stuffed animal, Ellie the Elephant. By the
end of the class, all of the students could tell me about the
letter E and its sound. I also like working with students on
their numbers and their writing. I try to include movement,
dancing and singing, and the Abeka curriculum also
includes Bible Time which the students enjoy.

What a joy it was to interview Michaela! Our church
family is blessed to have her talent and positive energy.

Question: What do you hope to get out of teaching?
I hope to see my students grow up to be smart, kind,
compassionate people. I want them to be successful in what
they choose to do. I want to create an environment where
students can get involved with learning. In the before and
after school care, it is important for the kids to have time to
chill out and decompress. The kids here are amazing.
Question: What hobbies and interests do you bring to
the classroom?
Music is my biggest hobby, and I do encourage the
students to sing and dance. I do get to teach some music as
part of the Abeka program. Songs are a great teaching tool.
I also love animals. Anytime I can incorporate animals
into the lesson, the students really pay attention. We have
some hand puppets that are very engaging. I love to dress in
happy, cool, unique clothes. A lot of my clothes appeal to
the students; maybe I sort of dress like a kid. Today I wore a
Hello Kitty jacket, and they all noticed. It is fun.

Michaela Paxton is the new lead teacher for one of the 4 year
old classes.
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March Birthdays
2 Barbara Edwards
		 Jeffrey Liebold
3 Bud Moody
5 Harold Wood
		 Mary Hartzel
8 David Gazzetta
		 Tom Schafer
11 David Richards
		 Henrick Thode
12 Trisha Padgett
		 Tony DeMarco
		 Warren Reder
13 Philip Herron
		 Randy Royce
14 Henry Altman
		 Kevin Thomson
		 Lyle McWhirt
16 Ellen Schwartz
		 Kristen Ulrey
		 Susanne Breckenridge			Helsel

17
18
19
		
21
		
23
24
26
27
		
		
28
29
30
		
		
		
		
31

Joan Brown
Olive Kelly-Tatum
Ann Rossi
Janet Bocook
Rebecca Slagle
William Lanier
Peg Grella
Alison Merrell
Joyce Haring
Gary Schwartz
Karlee Thomson
Rhonda Richard
Eldon Doubet
David Blackistone
Jeanette Embrey
Kerry Sipe
Marilyn Yeomans
Shirley Pfile
Terry Thompson
James Ogletree

Anniversaries
2
3
7
8

Larry & Renee Graves
Jim & Mary Virginia Fulton
Charlie & Janet Bocook
Lee & Alison Merrell

11
14
16
24

Robert & Janice Mackes
John & Suzanne Lentine
Richard & Olive Tatum
Edward & Ann Rossi
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