December 2021
Christmas Eve luminaries
The youth group
will again be selling
luminaries for Christmas
Eve as a fundraiser for
youth missions. See on page 2.

Change of pastoral leadership
Under the leadership
of Pastor Colson, The
Lake of the Woods
Church will go from
strength to strength.
Read Dr. Howe’s letter of support to
the Board of Elders. See page 3.
Guidance for end of the year giving
There are several ways
to give to the church.
To ensure donations
are accurately recorded,
read the instructions from the church
treasurer. See page 6.
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Children’s Trunk or Treat equals
mission accomplished
The fun began well before the children
arrived. By 5:30 p.m. the top parking lot
had been transformed as trunks became
barnyards and galaxies far, far away.
Those adults, seen by the children on
Sunday mornings donning their coats
and ties, and skirts and blouses, were
now super-heroes, unicorns, and cartoon
favorites. Church members, young and
old, exchanged smiles and childhood tales
as they waited for the six o’clock rush. It’s
not every day a Fruit of the Spirit chats
with Spider Man and the Lone Ranger.
Without question, The Lake of the
Woods Church was prepared and buzzing
with anticipation.

Turkeys, cranberries and pie!
Over 40 local families
and more than 50
residents of the
Germanna Heights
apartments were served this year by
the generosity of the members of The
Lake of the Woods Church.
See page 8.

Meanwhile, from a sea of mini-vans in
the lower parking lot emerged Scooby
Doos, princesses, baby Yodas, and a
tough-lookin’ sheriff hungry for candy.
Teens passed out glow necklaces along the
sidewalk where children and their parents
lined up three-deep. Church members,
Warren Hamblet and Tom deSocio,
continued to direct traffic as over-flow
parking extended out to the cabins.
Warren said, “It was a delight to see so
many people so appreciative of a fun and
uplifting event.”

Annual congregational meeting
All members are
encouraged to join us on
December 12 to vote for
our next Senior Pastor.
A reception will be held for Dr. John
and Karen Howe immediately after the
meeting. See page 11.

The candy was sweet. The costumes
were cute. The smiles were big. The trunks
were even more elaborate than ever. Was
anything of eternal value accomplished
on the evening of October 30? The
answer to this question is a resounding
“yes!” The parking lot was the mission
field as church members embraced the

Ruby Fox enjoying the bubbles provided
by the Squires for Trunk or Treat.

mission to “Make Christ Known.” The
Rev. John Higginbotham, family pastor,
explains, “Being mission-minded is more
than what church members say or what
church members do. It’s who we are as a
church.”
The Lake of the Woods Church core
values define being mission-minded this
way: Christ was a missionary who was
sent out to a world he loved. We, too,
are sent by God to affect the Lake of the
Woods, the surrounding communities,
and the uttermost parts of the earth. We
see the world as our mission field and the
local area as our focus. Our church has
a calling to impact the world and win
Continued on page 2

Mission accomplished

we got coke and chips when the candy ran out. It was sooo
much fun. I got a video of Willow Higginbotham reading
the Bible verse. She did such a good job!” Those who staffed
the trunks were just as blessed. Susan Mahnel, church
member and captain of the pirate ship trunk, shared, “It
was so fun to see all the kids dressed up and to dress up and
decorate our car. We had so much fun! ” Cindy Coover,
church member and grandmother, exclaimed, “Such a great
time! My granddaughter enjoyed it so much!” Arielle Milen,
Wednesday Family Night attendee, reported, “I haven’t
done anything in so long! It was so, so good to get out.”
Finally, Children’s Ministry Director Mandy Robinson
expressed her gratitude saying, “I am just so blessed to see
the community and the church come together to love the
children. Thank you, Lions Club, for those great big candy
bars, and thank you, Chief Cianci and firemen, for bringing
your big red firetruck. It was, indeed, a special evening!”

Continued from page 1

the community to Christ. Youth and children are a key to
accomplishing both of these objectives. We realize most of
our youth will live much of their Christian lives somewhere
else. Through them we embrace the world with the Gospel.
How would Christ have seen the multitude of 650 people
who visited Trunk or Treat? Would he have looked on the
parents with love and compassion? What would he have
said to the children? Would he have told them to come to
him? Would he have blessed them? Would he have taken
the opportunity to be a witness to the truth about God
and his mission? Jesus would have done these things had he
been walking the parking lot that night. Now embracing
the responsibility to carry on Christ’s mission, the saints of
The Lake of the Woods Church shared the Gospel with the
children of our community through Trunk or Treat.

Photos continued on page 5

Here’s how they did it. Each child who entered the upper
lot was given a bookmark by the unicorn-riding children’s
director, Mandy Robinson. Scattered among the twenty-five
trunks, there were five trunks which represented the five
colors of the Wordless Book, an evangelism tool used by
our teens to share the Gospel with children through the use
of color. Each color has a special significance: Gold = God
loves me! Dark = I have sinned! Red = Jesus Christ died
for me and rose again! Clean = I can be saved! Green = I
can grow to know God better! As the children visited each
color-coded trunk, they received a colored sticker to their
bookmark while an enthusiastic teen missionary shared the
accompanying scripture: Gold (John 3:16); Dark (Romans
3:23); Red (1 Corinthians 15:3-4); Clean (Acts 16:31);
Green (2 Peter 3:18). The children who completed their
bookmarks received a full-size candy-bar as they exited.
An estimated three hundred children completed their
bookmarks that night, hence the title of the article is “Trunk
or Treat = Mission accomplished.”
The Gospel theme was overwhelmingly well-received
by all. Wendy Carannante, church member and mom of
two, messaged that evening, “Thank you all for making
it awesome! What a great turn out!!! I actually loved that
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From the senior pastor
Transition

“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
(Joshua 1:9)
Dear Church Family,
Bud Moody, Chairman of the Board of Elders, reported to
He makes some suggestions, and then ends up driving that
you the unanimous recommendation of the Board that our
team to victory in the arena.
Senior Associate Pastor, Adam Colson, should be called as
the next Senior Pastor of the Lake of the
We have put a great deal of work into becoming the kind
Woods Church.
of team that will continue leading both the ministry and the
outreach of our church with God’s blessings.
I enthusiastically support that
recommendation, and, with his
I have always been fascinated by the first chapter of the
permission, I want to share a few things
book of Joshua. Moses had died, and suddenly it was up to
Pastor Jordan Medas wrote to the Board
his second-in-command to lead the Israelites into the Land
last month. Chairman Moody read
of Canaan.
Jordan’s letter to the Board at its October
meeting, but we didn’t know who had written the letter until
God began with a promise: “As I was with Moses, so I
Bud finished. Among the things Jordan said were these:
will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.” (Joshua
1:5) And then, three times in a row, he said to Joshua “Be
• There is no doubt in my mind that Adam Colson is
strong and courageous.” The second time he said, “be very
the right choice, well above any leader you would find
courageous.” And just in case Joshua missed it, the officers
in a national search…
of the people repeated it a fourth time: “be strong and
courageous.”
• The work Adam has done over the past 15+ years
at LOWC is more than enough to qualify him for this
There were, of course, conditions: “Be careful to act in
position. You want the church to continue to thrive?
accordance with all that my servant Moses commanded you;
Look no further than a man who has dedicated his
do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left… This
life to creating bridges between the community and
book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you
the church, never sacrificing his beliefs or the core
shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful
beliefs of the church…
to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then
you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be
• Adam’s heart for people makes him an excellent
successful.” (Joshua 1:7-8)
choice to lead the staff…he knows how to lift the staff
and help us stay focused on the Gospel…and how to
Being your Senior Pastor for the past six years has been one
share that with the world around us.
of the great highlights of my life. I thank every one of you
for your love, support, and prayers.
• Adam is never spiritually manipulative, and he truly
cares for people, not initiatives or his own glory.
It is, of course, the congregation’s decision at the Annual
Meeting whether to accept the recommendation of the
I agree wholeheartedly with Jordan’s assessment, and I
Board. I pray you will do so, and under Adam’s leadership,
think his letter is an expression of the support Adam has
the Lake of the Woods Church will go from strength to
from the rest of our staff.
strength.
Early in my time here I commented on a scene from the
movie Ben Hur. Judah is making his way back home, when
he stops at the camp of Sheik Ilderim, who is training his
horses for the chariot race in Jerusalem. Judah watches, as
they fail to hold the turn, then he says to the Sheik, “They are
magnificent animals, but they are not a team.”

My love to you in our Lord,
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Photos of the Trunk or Treat evening
Continued from page 2
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Manage church donations and payments to
ensure desired outcome
Identify yourself
All donations should display the donor’s name. When
someone gives money to The Lake of the Woods Church,
an end-of-year record is provided to verify the donation.
This is especially important for checks sent directly to the
church by banks. Some financial institutions, particularly
for IRA disbursements, do not state the name of the
donor. In this case, to receive acknowledgement of the
donation, one should notify the treasurer/trustees of
the name of the institution and amount expected to
be received by the church in advance. Email trustees@
lowchurch.org or leave a message on the trustee’s/
treasurer’s direct line 540-755-4431 (or on the church
phone message line, extension 118).

collected in boxes located just outside the doorways of the
Worship Center and Sanctuary. Checks can be mailed to
the church, but do not mail cash. One can give through
the online application on the church website (www.
lowchurch.org) by clicking on the “Giving” tab. Then
click on the “Donate Here” button at the bottom of the
page and provide the information requested. Also, one
can simply text “GIVE” with the desired amount to 540625-1492. A monthly direct deposit from one’s checking
account can also be accommodated (Contact the church
treasurer). Payments made through online forms for
church programs or events are not recorded by name and
will not appear on the annual statement. These are treated
as payment for goods or services received (retreats, sales,
camps, etc.). Contact the church treasurer or a trustee to
clarify any other issues concerning church donations.

Make timely year-end donations
To be credited for this year, donations must be dated
and post-marked in the current year. To ensure that
credit for tax purposes is received for this year, make the
contribution no later than Thursday, December 30, 2021.
The church will be closed on New Year’s Eve. The church
treasurer wants to close the books as soon as possible
after January 1 and will do his best to properly credit
donations according to tax laws. Donors must help by
ensuring checks and envelopes are dated and received in a
timely manner. The tax deductibility of all donations is the
responsibility of the donor.
Designated giving
All donations go to the General Fund/Operating Budget
of The Lake of the Woods Church unless otherwise
specified. To specify another purpose, clearly word the
information for each donation such as on the memo line
of a check or on an envelope containing the donation
(cash or check). Designations are only tracked for funds
that are authorized by the Board of Elders. An elder,
trustee, or treasurer can advise how to label a donation. For
example, if you want to give to a specific missionary, there
is a Mission’s Fund category, but there are no categories for
more specific allocations. If you advise the Missions elder
of your intent, the elder can tell you how your donation
will be applied or can make a disbursement request
according to your desires.
Ways to Give
There are several ways to give to the church: Cash or
checks may be given in person. Donations are currently
6

Missions
Missionaries provide spiritual relief in
dangerous neighborhoods in the world
What does ministry look like in a country that actively
persecutes Christians? Our mission Partner of the Month
for December, 2021 writes:

Prayer for Missions
Lord Jesus, you have commissioned us to proclaim
your gospel to the whole world, and you have sent
our friends and mission partner to work among
Muslim refugees. Give them hearts of compassion
as they share your love in a difficult part of the
world. Give them your own boldness to proclaim
the Good News for your Name’s sake. Amen.

“Last Friday, I walked through the dense urban
sprawl typical of our local neighborhoods. I came up
to Don’s apartment building. The door was locked.
I stepped out onto the street to see if Don was on
his balcony—he was. I called up, ‘Don, how are you?
Could you toss down the key to let me in!’
“He dropped the door key and I caught it.
Opening the door, I made my way up the narrow
and dark hallway and rough cement stairway to his
apartment door.

leave, and, due to COVID-19 restrictions, cannot return
to Lebanon for a year.
Please stop and take a moment to pray for their refreshment in the coming months and improved conditions
so they can return to their mission field.

“Don and his wife Maria always seem happy
when I visit. We have spent hours studying scripture
together. Over the last six months, he and his wife
have understood the gospel and decided to follow
Jesus.
“I usually see them at least twice a week, and I play
a major discipling role in their lives. We have seen
a huge transformation in their lives, and this week,
they started leading an evangelistic Bible study in
their home with five new seekers.”
Some of our missionaries have been called to bring relief
and the Gospel to dangerous regions of the world. Their
identity and location cannot be posted on the internet.
For our mission partner this month each day of their
ministry onsite was filled with Bible studies, picking up
food aid, distributing food, and counseling hurting people.
They mentored seven local people. To help boost their
capacity to respond to this local crisis, they launched a new
project to supply food packages and provide emergency
aid to dozens of families.
Our Partner of the Month and his wife have ministered
in Muslim countries for 13 years. They are now on home
7

Community Outreach
Community outreach teams actively serving
neighbors in the community
Thanksgiving Baskets team provides food to many
During the week before Thanksgiving, thirty volunteers
from The Lake of the Woods Church gathered at different
times to inventory, assemble, and distribute Thanksgiving
food baskets to families in the Locust Grove community.
Families who needed extra assistance were identified
by church members, church staff, the Living Water
Community Clinic, and Benevolence Support Team
members.

Lake of the Woods Church during the next few weeks to
see what has changed since she last attended.
This year the Thanksgiving food drive served more than
200 neighbors, including more than 40 families. Each
received either a large food basket or a food gift card to
assist with their Thanksgiving holiday celebrations.
Continued on page 9

The entire congregation generously gave their time,
donated money, and brought mountains of food items
each week to fill the Thanksgiving Baskets. Led by
Ron Morris, the ministry steward for community food
outreach, the team delivered to each family a big turkey
and all the trimmings for an old-fashioned Thanksgiving
dinner. Included in the basket was an invitation to each
family to join the church during the holiday season at one
of the three Sunday services.
One grateful single mom, picking up her Thanksgiving
Basket, stated, “I used to go to this church a few years ago.
My boys attended youth group, but my husband left, and
I had to move.” The volunteer invited her to attend The

Church volunteers fill the Thankgiving Baskets for this year.

Ron Morris checks over the inventory before the process of
filling the baskets begins. The harvest was plentiful!

Volunteers wait for the families to arrive to receive their
Thankgiving baskets.
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Community Outreach
Continued from page 8

Mary Dewey remembered by R.I.S.E. family

Foster family Christmas party and dinner planned for
Central Virginia

The R.I.S.E. family was deeply saddened when Mary
Dewey, a faithful and longtime R.I.S.E. volunteer,
unexpectedly went to be with the Lord this year.

Led by Foster Family Care Ministry Steward, Stone
Leighty, and assisted by the Foster Care Ministry team,
the church is planning to host several Central Virginia
foster families in December to celebrate Christmas. The
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) group met the week
before Thanksgiving, enjoyed a delicious brunch and
finished their meeting by wrapping gifts for Central
Virginia foster families. Along with support from Vicky
Tidman, the Orange County Family Services Specialist,
this year’s celebration will include a dinner, gift exchange,
fun activities and a visit by Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Whenever Mary entered the room, all the R.I.S.E.
friends immediately took notice. They loved her for
her love of them and her bright, and cheery spirit. She
took an interest in every R.I.S.E. friend. Mary also
became a good friend to the volunteers, sharing many
laughs, smiles and fellowship together.
Mary was a special part of each meeting, birthday
dinner, picnic on The Point and other fun activities.
She often said how good she felt after being with her
R.I.S.E. friends. She will be dearly missed.

R.I.S.E. Christmas party planning underway
The R.I.S.E (Religious Instruction for Special
Education) group, led by Rich Kurz, has been extremely
active during the last few months with birthday
celebrations, bowling outings, equine therapy visits and
other fun social activities. The group is planning their
Christmas party in early December and will also attend
the Christmas Cantata on December 19 at The Lake of the
Woods Church.
Several MOPS moms help with wrapping gifts for foster care.

MOPS “elves” help with assembling gifts for the children.
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Congregational Care Ministry
Evening of Remembrance honors loved ones
Evening of Remembrance, December 5
The Evening of Remembrance will be held on Sunday,
December 5, at 4 p.m. It is an Advent service for the church
family to honor and celebrate the lives of loved ones who’ve
gone to be with the Lord. Since this event was cancelled last
Christmas due to Covid 19 pandemic, this year’s Evening of
Remembrance will focus on years 2020 and 2021, however
those wishing to remember love ones from previous years
will be invited to celebrate. The celebration will be a
candlelight service, held in the sanctuary. Pictures of the
deceased will be projected on the big screen as the service
progresses. Everyone in the church family is welcome and is
encouraged to attend.

DivorceCare will begin Tuesday, March 1, on Zoom.
DivorceCare’s life-changing support groups welcome
people and guide them on the path of recovery after
separation or divorce. Over 1 million people have found
comfort and hope through this 13-week, video-based
series. To register go on-line to DivorceCare.org or contact
Minister Mike Lemay by email mike@lowchurch.org

Anyone who would like to be a part of this program
should notify Minister Mike Lemay or Church Administrator, Suzanne Lentine, at the church office at 540-9729060 or by email at mike@lowchurch.org or suzanne.
lentine@lowchurch.org.

Please remember in your prayers the following members of
our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:
Heather Austin 		
Foster Billheimer 		
Bill Cole			
Danny Delongis		
Susan Dyer			
Ted Hetrick		
Bud Lewis			
Tom Northam		
Lonnie Paxton 		
Dick Rankin		
Andy Rayne		
Kristi Wolfe		

Faith Works, a new Bible study begins in January
This book-by-book Bible study group by Faith Works
will be studying Daniel. The study will begin on Thursday,
January 20 at 1 p.m. The study will continue on the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of every month in the Charter Room.
Contact Minister Mike Lemay by email mike@lowchurch.
org or call 540-972-9060 for more information.
Grief Share begins in February
The next session begin on Monday, February 28, at
6:45 p.m. in the Founders Room. Grief Share support
groups are led by people who understand and want to
help. Those dealing with loss gain access to valuable Grief
Share resources to help you recover from your loss and look
forward to rebuilding your life.

Doris Barnes 		
Charlie Bocook
Rick Coover 		
Barbara Doman
Randy Halverson
Betty Larson
Rick Nelson
Dave O’Hara
Ruth Poch
Selena Rave
Doug Rogers

Please remember those in our congregation who have recently gone to be with the Lord. Keep their families in your
prayers: Mary Dewey.

There are thousands of Grief Share recovery support
groups meeting throughout the United States, Canada,
and in over ten other countries. Come join our group every
Monday for 13 weeks. To register go on-line to Grief Share.
org or contact Minister Mike Lemay by email mike@
lowchurch.org
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Missionaries serve in
the 10/40 window
Have you heard the term “10/40 window”? This term
refers to the latitudes between 10 degrees and 40 degrees
north, which contains some of the great countries and
regions of the world, China, India, Indonesia, Eastern
Europe, and Russia. These areas are home to different
majority faiths, particularly Muslim, Hindu, and
Buddhist. The Lake of the Woods Church has supported
four different missionaries in this part of the world – in
Lebanon, India, Southeast Asia and Taiwan.
Due to our World’s current political environment, the
names and locations of some of these missionaries cannot
be disclosed. These missionaries face job discrimination,
arrest, deportation, or physical harm if discovered by
authorities. These modern-day heroes continue to carry
out God’s calling, to reach the unreached and encourage
local Christian leaders and pastors.
There are still far fewer Christian missionaries located
in the 10/40 window than in South America and Africa.
A recent survey revealed that Haiti had one missionary
per 100 people, while Indonesia had 1 missionary per 1
million people. We give thanks for our Mission Partner
of the Month, and for our other partner missionaries
in the 10/40 window for their bravery, conviction, and
courage to go into dangerous areas to serve the Lord by
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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December Birthdays
1
		
		
2
3
		
		
4
		
		
		
6
		
7
8
10
11
12
		
13
14
		
15
		
		

Linda Rupard
Marianne Brancato
Thomas Schafer
Sally Goodrich
Gene Daly
Lois Bailey
Tracey DeMarco
Jennifer Lovell
Joe McFadden
Ruth Poch
Warren Hamblet
Joan Schafer
Karen Cakouros
Steve Dement
Tracey Williams
Edward Taylor
Janice Mackes
Edward Rossi
Janice Mincey
Jeff Woosley
Henry Triassi
Holly Schwartz
Briana Ryan
Gary Duley
Martin Sweet

16
17
18
19
21
		
22
23
		
		
25
		
		
26
27
28
		
29
30
31
		
		
		

Adam Pellegreen
Douglas Rogers
Erlinda Wight
Ernie Leighty
Linda Vranken
Wayne Thompson
Janet Sanborn
Richard Manthei
Robert Haring
Susan Mahnel
Mark Manelli
Robert Schwartz
Sally Reder
Sharon Griczin
Alice Ann Halverson
Anna Jockin
Kathy Strickler
Sparky Watson
Randy Squires
Art Griggs
Betty Collins
George Schneider
Laura Handy

Anniversaries
1		
3 		
5 		
8 		
12
15

Frank & Stacy Kalder
Shannon & Scott Smith
Donald & Paticia Cope
Greg & Christine Leitz
Ray & Toni White
Roland & Janite Hamilton

19
23
29
		
30

Randy & Robbie Royce
Warren & Toni Hamblet
Craig & Diohn Benedict
Eddie & Vicki Greenan
Robert & Joyce Haring
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