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A Praying Life
Do you struggle with
prayer? Do you find
yourself distracted by
nearly everything else?
Do you have a sense that
you should be more diligent in your
devotions? Do you wish you knew
how to “do it better?” Guess what!
You are not alone.
See page 3.
Craft Bazaar supports youth missions
Need Christmas gift
ideas? Why not come to
the annual craft bazaar
November 13 and 14 to
look over the treasurers on display?
All proceeds go to support our youth
missions.
See page 3.

Living Water Clinic Gala
The Living Water
Community Clinic
provides free medical and
dental services, serving
God by serving neighbors. Our annual
gala fundraiser is November 12. Plan to
join us for an exciting evening.
See page 6.
Share the love of Jesus
Community outreach
ministries change the
lives and hearts in our
community through
Home Helps and the
annual Thanksgiving Basket outreach.
Learn how you can help with this
ministry.
See page 7.

Women gather together in the Worship Center for a day of refreshment.

Women enjoy a day of praise,
fellowship, and inspiration
The 2021 Women’s Retreat
On Saturday, September 25, seventy
women from The Lake of the Woods
Church gathered at the church for a
one-day retreat. The event lasted only
a brief five hours, but it provided the
participants with a wealth of praise,
fellowship, and inspiration. It was
especially exciting because it was the first
“large group” event the church has held
since the COVID-19 pandemic began
about a year and a half ago.
One of the objectives of the retreat’s
organizers was to attract a broad crosssection of age groups. According to
Tracy Higginbotham, Pastor John’s wife,
“It was an opportunity for the younger
women in the church to seek out some of
the older women with whom they have
limited opportunity for contact during
their regular life routines. Similarly,

the older women could get to know
younger women whose home, family, and
work lives preclude much involvement
in church activities.” Tracy observed,
“During the day’s worship, luncheon, and
fellowship activities, young and old were
able to share their love for Jesus Christ.”
“It’s natural for age groups to separate
and socialize on the basis of shared
interests and stages of life,” Tracy said in
an interview with CrossCurrents. “But
there’s so much we have in common in
our spiritual lives. It’s important to share
that side of ourselves as well.” According
to the attendees, the retreat succeeded
marvelously in that regard.
Children’s Ministry Director Mandy
Robinson was one of the event’s
organizers. She observed that the group
Continued on page 2

Women’s Retreat
Continued from page 1

discovered a shared vision across all generations. “We had a
complete range of age groups from mothers of pre-schoolers
to grandmothers of pre-schoolers. We reached the goal of
bringing generations together to express their love for one
another.”
The praise aspect of the retreat was led by Jesse Owens
and the church’s youth praise band. The teens were gracious
enough to make themselves available throughout the day,
and happily returned for an unexpected encore when a
segment of the program ran short.

Mandy Robinson with our speaker Pat Ferrell

$450 towards that effort,” said organizer Barbara Schach.
Consequently, nine “scholarships” were distributed, and the
balance was applied toward overall funding of the event.

The fellowship began with coffee and pastries at 9 a.m.
The sponsors erected a prayer wall to which participants
could attach sticky notes containing prayer requests, and
prayer partners were available during the day to pray with
participants at any time. As a follow-up to the retreat, the
prayer tags were gathered and distributed to the registration
prayer teams who will continue to offer those prayers to the
Lord until the next retreat.

As an overall observation on the day, Barbara Schach
stated, “The element of praise, the mix of young women
with the older women, fellowship at lunch in Friendship
Hall, and having a one-day retreat to be refreshed in our
Lord was quite remarkable!”

The inspirational part of the day was provided by
Christian Life Coach, author, and nationally-known
motivational speaker, Pat Ferrell, who offered a message of
encouragement and refreshment to women who often find
themselves “in a wilderness of weary times.” In a statement
to CrossCurrents, Mandy stressed, “If you didn’t know
Jesus before hearing Pat Ferrell, you certainly knew him
afterward. Pat’s message painted a clear picture of what a
disciple should be,” she said. “Pat brought lots of positivity
to the group with an account of her own life experiences.”
A registration fee of $30 per person covered the cost
of materials and lunch. The organizers of the event were
adamant that affordability should not be an issue for
any prospective participant. To facilitate that objective,
each registrant was offered the opportunity to purchase
a second registration to be given to someone who could
not afford the fee. “We asked women who couldn’t attend
to contribute/sponsor a younger woman who might
be hesitant to come due to finances. We received over
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From the senior pastor
A Praying Life
“In everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6)
Do you struggle with prayer? Do you find yourself
distracted by nearly everything else? Do you have a sense that
you should be more diligent in your devotions? Do you wish
you knew how to “do it better?”

the breath of God at your back.” And Paul Tripp added, “A
book on prayer that actually makes you want to pray.”
Paul Miller connects with us in his almost shocking
honesty, admitting the problems we all have in praying,
and he offers startlingly simple, effective suggestions for
overcoming them.

Guess what! You are not alone.
Consistent, faithful, fruitful personal
prayer is something nearly every serious
Christian longs for. And yet it somehow
eludes so very many of us. Even those who
have known the Lord and followed him
for most of their lives still struggle with the
sense that their prayer lives are much less than they wish they
were.

J.I. Packer, one of the great theologians of the past century,
said simply: “Honest, realistic, mature, wise, deep. Warmly
recommended.”
Do yourself a favor. Buy this book. Read it. Do it. Live it.
Come to know God in a whole new way.

I have discovered a book unlike any other I have ever read
on the matter: A Praying Life, by Paul E. Miller. It is simply
stunning. Dan Allender said, “This book will be like having

My love to you in him,
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Child Care Center
Valuable life skills taught to children
“Let the little children come to me.” (Matthew 19:14)
The Child Care Center (CCC), under the leadership of
Director Jessica Field, is a cornerstone of The Lake of the
Woods Church, providing three important family support
programs to the community. The Preschool program,
the Daycare program, and the Before and After School
programs are all linked to children’s education and welfare
as well as providing local working families with a safe
environment to care for their children.
Did you know there are 42 precious children, ages three to
five who attend The Lake of the Woods Church Preschool?
This is an amazing outreach program that the church
provides for the local lake community and the families in
nearby areas. Proverbs 22:6 urges, “Train a child in the way
he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it.”
This is great advice, as well as a commitment, guide, and
inspiration for the CCC staff and comforting assurance to
parents.

Welcome to our new Child Care Center staff members,
Casey Skipper, Erika Jones and Jessica Field, Director.

from 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. for ages three to five. For children
ages five through twelve years old, the CCC provides before
school and after school care that includes the opportunity
for finishing homework, enjoying snacks, and participating
in outside activities. For more information, please contact
Jessica Field at 540-972-2349 or visit the church website at
lowchurch.org.

The Preschool is in session for children ages three to five
from 8:30 a.m. until 12 noon with options for 2-, 3- or
5-day classes per week. The goal of the preschool program is
to prepare all students for kindergarten, while maintaining
a Christian environment. Children are taught to write
their names, the alphabet, and how to sound each letter of
the alphabet. This is only a small part of the preschooler’s
literacy and learning curriculum. Social skills are also a very
important segment of the preschooler’s day. Social activities,
including learning to share, respecting each other and
being responsible, are taught and reinforced. Outdoor play
activities are an important part of the preschool program.
Fun and exciting field trips are on the preschooler calendar,
and a visit to the pumpkin patch was scheduled for October
27.
COVID-19 has had an impact on the preschool program,
but Ms. Field believes the children have adapted well and are
catching up with their “social connections.” She commented
that the preschoolers really “want to be around people” and
the preschool provides a safe and nurturing environment
for personal socialization. Masks are worn by the staff
and children to comply with government recommended
guidelines.
In addition to the Preschool, child daycare is available
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Congregational Care Ministry
GriefShare and DivorceCare teams seek
volunteers who make a difference
The Lake of the Woods Church is continuing and expanding its support and ministry to individuals who are
experiencing the loss of a loved one, whether that loss is
through death or through divorce. Volunteers are needed to
continue those ministries at the Church.

greater insight into such loss. Volunteers will receive training,
written materials, a volunteer’s workbook, and two evenings
of class training. GriefShare is held Monday evenings, 7-8:30
p.m. DivorceCare is held Tuesday evenings, 7-8:30 p.m.
Please consider serving in one of these ministries. Contact
Minister Mike Lemay at the church, 540-972-9060, or email
Minister Lemay at mike@lowchurch.org.

Minister Mike Lemay, with other volunteers, is developing
and leading the GriefShare ministry for those who have lost a
loved one through the death of a spouse, a parent, a child, or
other person close to them. That program has been in place
for four years and has had a great impact on those it serves. It
offers comfort, coping skills and opportunities to share with
others who have experienced similar losses.
In early 2020 another ministry, DivorceCare, was launched
to serve those going through divorce. Two sessions have been
completed, one in person and one on-line. A third session
is planned to be held in person, although there is hope that
there can be a hybrid session which would allow attendees
to be a part of the group either in person or through Zoom.
This would allow parents to attend in person when they can.
It also recognizes that parents must prioritize their children’s
needs with homework, meals, and bedtime, and attendance
could be provided on-line as needed.

Please remember in your prayers the following members of
our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:
Heather Austin 		
Foster Billheimer 		
Bill Cole			
Danny Delongis		
Susan Dyer			
Ted Hetrick		
Bud Lewis			
Tom Northam		
Lonnie Paxton 		
Selena Rave			
Doug Rogers		

Both the GriefShare program and the DivorceCare
program were developed by Church Initiative, an
organization which creates outreach programs and ministries
for churches. The programs are each 13 weeks long and
are held twice a year. Attendees are provided with a study
workbook for the course. Each meeting includes a film,
class time and a breakout sharing time. Although the class
discussions and workbook materials build on previous
meetings, any class is open to those who wish to join at any
time, particularly when an individual experiences the loss or
recognizes the need for sharing and growth.

Doris Barnes 		
Charlie Bocook
Rick Coover 		
Barbara Doman
Randy Halverson
Betty Larson
Rick Nelson
Dave O’Hara
Ruth Poch
Andy Rayne

Please remember those in our congregation who have recently gone to be with the Lord. Keep their families in your
prayers: Nadine Balenger, Patricia Bowman, Donald
Lundry and Madeline Salustri.

Many volunteers contribute to the success of these two
programs. Each class requires the assistance of a pastor, the
coordinator, leaders and small group facilitators. Volunteers
are not required to have counselling credentials or specific
skills. However, volunteers who have also experienced the
loss of loved ones through death or divorce, will often have
5

Missions
Living Water Community Clinic provides
free care, restoring lives and hope
What began in 2015 as a vision of Senior Associate Pastor
Adam Colson and Pastor Emeritus Tom Schafer for the
church has become an unimaginable blessing. Countless
neighbors and families of The Lake of the Woods Church
have been served by the Living Water Community Clinic.
This free clinic has provided a broad range of medical,
emotional, and spiritual care to patients residing in the Lake
of the Woods and in surrounding communities.
The clinic serves people who do not have health insurance
and who qualify financially based on federal poverty level
guidelines. The clinic also serves Medicaid patients, who have
an option to obtain health care closer to their homes.
Patients receive free medical care
Led by Executive Director Debbie McInnis, the clinic
fulfills the vision of helping people and serving God by
serving others. The medical clinic grew from an acute care
facility to a primary care office taking care of patients with
chronic illnesses such as hypertension, diabetes, thyroid
disease, and heart disease. Besides emergency surgery
referrals, patients have been referred for diagnostic tests
including x-rays, ultrasound, and mammograms. The clinic’s
partnership with Labcorp has resulted in more than $30,000
in free diagnostic tests. Additionally, the clinic has provided
more than $70,000 in free prescription benefits to patients.

Marianne Brancato (RN), Margo Bragg (NP), Bonnie
Hughes (RN), Randy Whitehead (Chaplain), and
Chris Browning (Security).

growing demand for dental care, the dental clinic is planning
to open additional services as soon as practicable.
Numerous medical studies in recent years highlight the
importance of dental hygiene and regular dental cleanings
which reduce harmful mouth bacteria. Unchecked, these
harmful bacteria can adversely affect other organs of the
body. Nurse practitioner Liz Sullivan, one of the first medical
provider volunteers with the clinic, commented, “…for many
patients, their biggest need was dental care. They’d come in
with mouth pain, bad teeth, abscessed teeth, fractured teeth
they had for months, and there was nothing we could do
for them.” Dr. Sellers agrees, “The mouth is the opening to
everything in the body. All your health comes from there.”

The Living Water Community Clinic has seen in excess
of 400 patients during more than 2,000 visits since opening
in May 2016. Even during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Living Water Community Clinic remained open to care
for patients. In August 2021, the much-needed addition to
complement the free medical clinic began operations.

Spiritual care completes the journey to recovery
In addition to medical and dental care, thousands of hours
of free counseling and spiritual care have been provided to
clinic patients. Chaplains serve during each clinic session
and have made real differences in the lives of patients.
Many patients arrive at the clinic anxious, worn out by life’s
challenges, and often suffering from broken relationships.
The clinic chaplains have ministered to them and provided

Free dental clinic opens new pathways to healing
Within two years of the medical clinic being open, the
clinic’s Board of Directors discussed the need to offer dental
services. Pastor Adam Colson led the clinic directors to
approve the creation of a free dental clinic. Following two
more years of researching, planning, and fundraising, the
dental clinic opened in August 2021 under the directorship
of Dr. John Sellers. Since opening day, the dental clinic’s
schedule has been filled to capacity each month. To meet the

Continued on page 8
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Community Outreach
Outreach ministries share the love of Jesus
and the hope of salvation
Home Helps weekend conducted by The Lake of the
Woods Church brought smiles and tears of joy to residents
throughout the community, and by all reports, the weekend
was a tremendous success. David Blackistone, the longtime
Home Helps coordinator, described the event as “God’s
people doing God’s work.”

the dropdown menu to locate the “Community Outreach”
fund. Approximately twenty-five dollars will buy a dinner
for a family of four.
The Thanksgiving baskets will be assembled and
distributed to those families and individuals in the
community needing food assistance on Saturday, November
20. If you need assistance or know someone in your
neighborhood who needs help this Thanksgiving, please
contact the church office at 540-972-9060. To volunteer
to assemble and distribute the dinners, please contact Ron
Morris at 973-610-8831 or Bill Fetzer at 703-856-3685.

Dozens of lake homeowners assisted by adults and teens
Dozens of adult volunteers assembled early in the
morning on Friday, October 8. Following a hearty breakfast,
prayer and a pep talk by David, small teams of 2-4 people
received their tasks and equipment and fanned out into
the neighborhoods to begin working. Tasks ranged from
minor plumbing and electrical repairs to clearing out junk
and overgrown yards. At noon the teams regrouped at
the church for lunch and then headed back out to assist
another group of neighbors. On Saturday morning, 50
teen volunteers joined the adults to form larger, multigenerational work crews that assisted neighbors with yard
work, mulch spreading, gutter cleaning and other minor
home repairs. During the two days, the Home Helps teams
had assisted 32 residents with 59 different projects covering
every neighborhood in the community.
At one house two team members joined hands and
prayed with the homeowner. Another homeowner who is
a widow had a chat with a volunteer which led to a lunch
date the following Tuesday. A teen aged girl, after enjoying
Funland, Sky Zone and midnight breakfast at IHop, said
the highlight of her weekend was seeing tears of gratitude
from the woman her team had helped. David Blackistone
summed up the weekend best, “That is God’s work: sharing
the love of Jesus and the hope of salvation.”

Home Helps volunteers doing God’s work for our community.

Thanksgiving Baskets ministry to provide food
The Lake of the Woods Church will be collecting food
donations for Thanksgiving dinners this year. See the
church website for details of the food items to donate. If
you would prefer to donate money, checks can be made
out to The lake of the Woods Church with “Community
Outreach” in the remarks line, or donate online using the
lowchurch.org website. Go to the “Giving” page and use

Home Helps teen volunteers pause after yard clean up in serving
their neighbors.

7

Living water clinic

would be without the clinic. She replied simply, “In pain.
They’ve been a blessing, not only with dental but also
medical.”

Continued from page 6

peace in the middle of some very challenging circumstances.
Many of our chaplains have followed up with patients and
referred them to our counseling team for more specialized
professional care.

Join the clinic staff, make a difference
Clinic Director Debbie McInnis states “The Living
Water Community Clinic is able to care for patients in
our community because of the generosity of individuals,
businesses, organizations, churches, and grants. We thank
all of those who have supported the clinic and continue
to support us. Everyone can be a part of supporting the
Clinic and making a difference to the quality of life of our
neighbors. You can be an ambassador and spread the word.
You can donate your time or financial resources, and you
can be a prayer warrior. We can all be the hands and feet of
Jesus!”

Clinic counseling team led by Pastor Schafer
Tom Schafer had this to say, “Counseling can be
challenging, but it keeps me in touch with real life and real
struggles. People are usually spiritually open more than they
realize. Jesus said, ‘When you have done it unto the least of
these my brothers you have done it unto me.’ I try to stay
aware that every person who comes into my office is a Holy
opportunity. Through them I meet Jesus and serve Jesus.”
Meet the staff, volunteers, and patients
The Living Water Community Clinic is staffed by
volunteers including doctors, nurse practitioners, physician
assistants, nurses, medical assistants, administrative assistants,
security personnel, chaplains, counselors, managers,
dentists, hygienists, and dental assistants. The Clinic could
not operate without the dedication and skills of all these
volunteers. Since opening, volunteers have contributed more
than 30,000 hours and provided hundreds of thousands of
dollars of free care.

Prayer for Missions
Lord God, you commissioned us to heal the sick
and bind up the broken-hearted; we give you
thanks for the Living Water Community Clinics which bring medical, dental, emotional and
spiritual care to the uninsured in our community.
Thank you for your faithful servants who provide
this ministry each week. We pray that all who
visit will experience your love, peace, and comfort
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Marianne Brancato, a registered nurse volunteer said,
“Living Water Community Clinic to me, is like the body
of Christ… In my nursing career of 43 years I have always
enjoyed taking care of my patients. Being part of this group
of dedicated volunteers warms my heart in a way that I
haven’t experienced before.”
Anna Nellis, a clinic board member and chair of the
fundraising committee, said, “Volunteering gives me the
feeling of accomplishment knowing that the efforts we
put forth in organizing the events will go to help others.
It is a very humbling experience to know you can make a
difference.”
“I love this clinic. The people are so nice,” said Lorena
Cadet, a patient who lives in Locust Grove and works at one
of the restaurants in the shopping center. Lorna was wearing
a brace on each knee the Saturday she came to the dental
clinic for a filling. She said she has no money for medical bills
and doesn’t know what she would do without Living Water.
Darlene Rochford was in the same situation. After she
received two dental fillings, Darlene was asked where she
8

Twenty new members
join the church
The Lake of the Woods Church warmly welcomed new
friends into membership of the church during three worship
services on October 24. The new members were presented
at each service by Elders Sparky Watson and Bill Fetzer.
Following their introduction, Senior Pastor John Howe
asked each of them three simple questions:
1. Do you affirm that it is only by God’s grace that you
are saved and nothing of your own doing, and by God’s
grace you are empowered to live the Christian life?
2. Do you affirm the Holy Scriptures as your guide for
faith and life?
3. Will you support The Lake of the Woods Church
with your prayers, presence, gifts, and service?
After the new members responded in the affirmative, the
Elder led the entire congregation in renewing their covenant
of faith and welcoming all the new members into the
congregation.
The new members welcomed at the services are:
8:30 a.m. Service: Terry Maple, Vicki and Erich
Wachendorf.
9:45 a.m. Service: Lana Crist, Jeff Davis, Janet and
Biff Glidden, Carol Lee, Deborah and Greg Martin,
Karlee and Kevin Thomson.
11:00 a.m. Service: Eileen and Steven Garner, Sharon
Griczin, Andrea Leon, Jennifer and Mark Manelli,
Janet Richards, and Danielle Turcola.
Please welcome these new members and introduce
yourselves to them when you meet them. Help them get
connected in homegroups, Bible studies and other church
activities that build community and strengthen faith.
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Young Families Ministry
Wednesday night is family night at the church
“The future of our church is visible on Wednesday nights,”
Pastor Higginbotham notes. “Every table is full. Every chair
is seated. High-chairs are out again. Though there are some
growing pains, we are just overjoyed to see God on the move
in our family ministry!” Did that toddler just drop a handful
of spaghetti on the floor? Did that teen forget to use his
inside voice? Did that hard-working father just track mud in
here? Yes, yes, and yes! We are glad you are here. Every one of
you. We have prayed you in here. We are excited to see you.
We want to celebrate your successes. We want to comfort
you in your valleys. We want to encourage you with God’s
Word. Jesus loves you... red, brown, yellow, black, and white.
Jesus loves you when you are old. Jesus loves you when you
are young. Jesus loves you most of all. Wednesday nights are
all about Jesus. Come and love him. Come and serve him.
Come and praise him. Come and gather at his feet and learn
from him.

Youth Elder, Shannon Smith, with the winning foursome of the
2021 Fall Classic: Barry Duehring, Brian Meyers, Ron Morris,
and Ray McCutcheon.

committee, closed the evening saying, “The outpouring of
love and support was incredible. Thank you all for making
this year’s Fall Classic a great success!” Mark your calendars
for next year’s Fall Classic on September 26, 2022.

Here’s the schedule: Dinner begins at 5:45. After dinner,
the group moves to the Worship Center for praise and
worship led by the Youth Praise Band. After worship, men
go to Men’s Bible Study. Women go to Women’s Bible study.
Children go to Children’s Bible Study, and Teens break out
by age and gender into their four small group Bible studies.
Come and join us! Family Ministry will make room for you.
Wednesday nights are for everyone. Yes, everyone. Come
mid-week and be blessed!

Ladies retreat blesses across generations
The ladies of the church did not leave for their retreat on
September 25, 2021; instead, their retreat came to them! A
multi-generational steering committee paired with a team of
dedicated prayer warriors ushered in a powerful experience
for all generations. More than seventy women came to hear
God’s Word faithfully proclaimed by author and Christian
Life Coach, Pat Farrell. Pat’s messages focused on how
Christ revives in times of trouble. As she pointed the ladies
to the living water of Jesus as their true source of renewal,
her message proved timely to ladies in all seasons of life.
The youth praise band led the praise and worship between
segments, and the resounding question from the ladies
was, “Where have these young musicians been on Sunday
mornings?” Stay tuned! As the retreat ended, the ladies hung
their prayer requests on a barnwood board, symbolizing their
surrender of their requests to God. These requests have now
been distributed amongst the prayer team for intentional
prayer focus in the months to come.

Annual Fall Classic at Fawn Lake nets $17,660.21 for
Youth Missions
More than one hundred golfers bowed their heads in
prayer as rising teen missionary, Ke’Koa Bowers, gave thanks
to God for the many golfers, volunteers, and local businesses
who made September 27, 2021 such a special day. Teen
missionaries then cast the vision for 2022 summer missions:
Sharing the hope of Jesus with elementary-age children
through free sports camps, both here in our community
and in the Navajo Nation. Shannon Smith, elder for Youth,
reflected, “It was just so good to see so many rally around
our teens to support them in doing what they love. I saw the
beauty of the church and the community working together
for the Kingdom.” Immediately following the tournament,
Golfers and volunteers gathered for a celebratory meal in
the Harbor Club. Local restaurants and businesses had
given more than thirty prizes to be awarded to contest and
tournament winners. Bob Stump, member of the steering

Let’s get practical about sharing Jesus
“Making Christ known” is both a wonderful byline and
a tremendous responsibility. As the church, we have been
given our “marching orders” by the Lord himself. We are

Continued on page 11
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Wednesday nights
Continued from page 10

to “go and make disciples,” (Matt. 28:19). According to
William Faye’s book, Share Jesus Without Fear, only five to
ten percent of people in church have shared their faith within
the last year. The Lake of the Woods church believes that
overcoming this sad statistic is accomplished by “equipping
the saints for the work of the ministry,” (Eph.4:12). This
concept is expressed in one of the church core values: Every
member in ministry. Several small groups and Sunday School
classes have been reading Fay’s Share Jesus Without Fear.
Pastor Higginbotham’s Pass the Torch sermon series also
referenced Fay’s technique of allowing the scriptures to do
Teens lead praise and worship at the ladies retreat 2021.
the work of conversion. God’s Word when applied to the
heart of an unbeliever by the power of the Holy Spirit yields
miracles. Pastor Higginbotham reminds, “We don’t need to
be persuasive. We are just the page turners.” If you would like
a copy of William Fay’s Share Jesus Without Fear, contact
Pastor Higginbotham by email at john@lowchurch.org.
A small army of teens gather for SLUGfest and Home Helps
The teens were challenged to specifically invite their
friends who have never been to church to SLUGfest. There
was certainly lots of fun to draw them in. Imagine a pizza
party followed by go-carts, followed by arcade games,
followed by indoor trampolines, followed by a midnight
breakfast at IHOP, followed by a Lock-In back at the
church, followed by participating in Home Helps. Are you
surprised that over seventy teens and leaders attended this
event? Wait…you may be asking, “Where is Jesus in this
event?” Thank you for asking. SLUG is an acronym for
Students Leading Unchurched to God. One of the best
ways to introduce someone to God is through service to
others. When teens are challenged to think beyond their
own needs to consider the needs of others, God begins to
take over. Jesus says, “Whatever you do to the least of these
my brethren, you have done it unto me,” (Matt.25:40).
Considering these simple words, look how teens who had
never met Jesus were introduced to him through serving
their neighbors in need. On Saturday, the teens joined the
other generations of the church in serving more than thirty
neighbors in need through Home Helps. They raked yards,
spread mulch, cleaned gutters, split wood, and helped with
light home repairs. Reflecting on SLUGfest and Home
Helps weekend, Willow Higginbotham explained, “I had a
great time, but my favorite part of the whole weekend was
when a homeowner was moved to tears seeing her yard all
cleaned up.” Willow’s words encapsulate the beautiful way
that Christ is encountered when serving our neighbors.

A collage made from Wednesday Night Ladies Paint night!

Teens and leaders pose after an hour of trampoline fun at
Skyzone!
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November Birthdays
1
3
		
4
		
5
7
8
9
10
		
		
11
		
		
12
13
		
16
		
17
		
		

Barbara Norton
Dorothy Cunningham
Ruth Fraser
John Howe
Robbie Royce
Katherine Gazzetta
Lois Northam
Carl Coffee
Steve Roberts
Janet Skidmore
Mitch Fournet
Vicki Greenan
Dominic Naples
Geoffrey Tiblin
Jennifer Taylor
Dolores Johansmeyer
Jason Richard
Roland Hamilton
Anna Nellis
Jim Divelbiss
John Bell
Kara Paxton
Tom Browne

18
		
		
		
19
20
		
21
		
23
		
		
24
25
26
		
		
27
28
29
		
		
30

Donald Cope
Linda Donahue
Michael Mishkin
Ralph Rupard
Carrie Bernd
Devin Jackson
Ed Suche
Andrew Rayne
Ben Van Der Vliet
Krista Ulman
Paul Bernd
Rich Kurz
Tracy Higginbotham
Marvin Snoddy
Joe Roth
Melvin Hall
Susan Gill
Sonja Edwards
Darrow Strain
Judy Brownlow
Missy Liebold
Ruth Taylor
Troy Moore

Anniversaries
5
7		
9
13
17

Carl & Shirley Cornwell
Tom & Ann Tower
Tom & Betty Collins
Mark & Carla Everhart
Noah & Terry Hoffman

23
24
25
28
30

Jordan & Lisa Medas
Philip & Betty Herron
Mark & Kathy Strickler
Tom & Barbara Schach
Tony & Tracey DeMarco
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