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On Independence Day
Our senior pastor says
there is so very much
to be thankful for, so
much to be proud of in
our remarkable history.
Yet every day we are confronted with
the reality that we still have a long way
to go to be that “more perfect union”.
See page 3.
Unified in Christ
Young believers in Teen
Camp experienced
friendship on an eternal
level. They became
unified in Christ. God’s
goodness had become their bond. It was
a spiritual journey that would impact
their lives forever. See page 4.
Overcoming adversity
Vicki and Kelly
Hoodik0ff of Youth
With A Mission have
had challenges with
communicating and
teaching during the
COVID-19 pandemic. However, God
has continued to make a way for them
to spread the gospel. See page 6.
Ministry support
Christian Colson
and Christian Jones
are supporting the
church staff by
serving as summer
interns. A key
element in this summer internship
program is that both individuals will
be mentored weekly so that they will
be strengthened in their spiritual
journeys. See page 10.

Youth Group missionaries and leaders prepare to head off to CYIA camp.

LOWC ready for summer fun!
Ah, summertime. The kids are out of
school, and work is on a relaxed summer
schedule. So, break out the barbecue
grill, the lemonade and the iced tea.
Head to the community pool, or just
relax in the shade of your own back
yard. No worries; just peace and quiet.
Right? Well... Associate Pastor Jordan
Medas has a different take on good old
summertime. With a playful smile, he
says that the reaction of the church’s
pastors and program staff is more like,
“Uh oh. Here we go.” Unlike what one
might expect, the pace of events at The
Lake of the Woods Church becomes a
bit frenetic during the summer months.
Interviews with staff and participants
reveal what a blessing it is and how the
staff enjoys the summer including its
bustling pace.
Mandy Robinson, Director of
Children’s Ministry, was asked to
describe her favorite summertime

event for kids. She responded without
hesitation. “All of our summer programs
are so wonderful,” she replied, “but the
one that’s closest to my heart is CentriKid Camp.” That may be one of the
events that is least familiar to the readers
of Cross Currents. The program is open
to kids in third through fifth grades
(about eight to 12 years of age). Mandy
and seven children will be joined on
July 19 by one of the church’s summer
interns and two parents for a drive to a
mountaintop conference center in the
mountains of western Maryland. This
Centri-Kid Camp is one of two dozen
operated around the country by Lifeway
organization. The participants will be
joined with 150 to 200 other kids from
churches across the middle Atlantic
region for a week of typical camp
activities. These include water sports,
archery, cheerleading, and even a class
on sign language. While there, a guest
Continued on page 2
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out that the focus of both VBS and Good News Across
Sports is outreach... reaching kids in the community who
are not a regular part of the church family and may not
know the Lord. “One reason Good News Across Sports
succeeds so well,” she says, “is that the little ones are starstruck by the teens and combining sports activities with
teenage leadership makes Good News Across Sports a
captivating experience for children. They get to know the
love of God while having loads of fun at the same time.”
Each year Good News Across Sports serves approximately
300 children from the community, most of them unchurched. It’s not uncommon to meet teens and young
adults at LOWChurch who indicate their first encounter
with Jesus Christ was through the work of Good News
Across Sports. Many of them have returned in succeeding
years to do their part as teen missionaries.

Continued from page 1

pastor will lead the children in daily worship. This year’s
theme is 1 John 2:6, “Whoever says he abides in him ought
to walk in the same way in which he walked.”
For Mandy, the Centri-Kid Camp’s worship experience,
and the one-on-one time it affords her with the children, is
the most powerful and heart-warming feature of the week.
“I definitely see the children grow closer to the Lord while
they’re at camp,” Mandy said.
While Centri-Kid Camp is a top draw for the church’s
grade school children, Mandy agrees that the real star
of the summer for her ministry is Vacation Bible School
(VBS), scheduled for July 12 to 16. She’s excited about
this year’s theme: “Rocky Railway.” The children will learn
that, like a train’s engine, putting Jesus at the front of the
train can be the power that pulls us through life. About 75
kids have signed up along with 75 to 80 adult volunteers.
Mandy is confident that all 150 available VBS slots will
be filled. Youth Elder and VBS leader Shannon Smith
said that for years VBS has been her favorite event in the
summer. She adds smilingly, “If someone enters the church
building during VBS week and is not immediately amazed
and thrilled by the energy and the spirit of what’s taking
place, they need to go back outside and try entering again.”
Kristen Ulrey, Children’s Elder and mom of preschoolers
adds, “After last summer when the children had nothing
due to COVID-19, I’m really looking forward to getting
back to normal activities. It’s exciting to be able to give the
children something like VBS.”

The Rev. John Higginbotham, the church’s minister
of young families and youth, along with 32 teens and 11
adult leaders, recently returned from Teen Camp, one of
the summer’s biggest events at LOWChurch. John was
eager to talk about it.
The camp took place the week of June 6 to 11. John
reports, “It was a powerful experience that saw the lives of
teenagers being transformed by their encounter with the
risen Lord.” John shares the following narrative:
“On the final night at camp the teens participated
in a worship service in which they were asked
to search their hearts and come forward if they
needed prayer. As many came forward one-byone, they confided their spiritual struggles to
their fellow worshipers. As they did so, other teens
came forward, laid hands on the individuals and
prayed for them. The spirit of what was happening
electrified the room. Other kids began crossing
the room on their own initiative to lay hands on
and pray for other participants they knew were
struggling. Everyone sensed they were in the
presence of the Holy Spirit. No one wanted it to
end, and the service lasted three hours.”

Another cardinal event of the summer is Good News
Across Sports. It’s a daily sports camp for kids, but with
a twist. It also includes daily devotionals that, most
importantly, are led by members of the church’s own youth
group. The teens have been prepared for this responsibility
in a course called Christian Youth in Action that trains
them to present the gospel to younger children… in other
words, it trains them to be missionaries.
While Centri-Kid Camp is popular with children who
are already part of the LOWChurch family, Mandy points
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From the senior pastor
America the Beautiful
“When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them…do not say to yourself, ‘My power and
the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God,
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth.” (Deuteronomy 8:12, 18)
Happy Birthday, America! Back in 1976, as part of
our bi-centennial celebration, Tom Phillips, who was
Chairman of the Raytheon Corporation, suggested there
is a historical cycle in the rise and fall of
nations. He said,

As an ancient Collect put it: “Grant that we may not
rest until all people of this land share the benefits of true
freedom and gladly accept its disciplines, through Christ
our Lord. Amen.”
My love to you in him,

“Bondage leads to faith. Faith
produces courage. Courage leads to
freedom. Freedom produces abundance.
Abundance leads to selfishness.
Selfishness produces complacency.
Complacency leads to apathy. Apathy produces fear. Fear
leads to dependency. And dependency produces bondage.”
And he asked, “Where in the cycle are we?”
As we approach our nation’s 245th birthday it’s a
question worth pondering again.
On the one hand, there is so very much to be thankful
for, so much to be proud of in our remarkable history. And
yet every day we are confronted with the reality that we
still have a long way to go if we are to be that “more perfect
union” our Founders dreamed of.
I hope that, as we celebrate this Fourth of July, you
will join me in giving thanks for the natural majesty and
beauty of this land, for the rich resources of our nation, for
the men and women who have made this country strong,
for the torch of liberty that has been lit here that draws
people from every nation to our shores, for the faith we
have inherited in all its richness.
And let us ask the Lord to help us finish the good work
here begun, to strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance
and prejudice, to abolish poverty and crime, and to hasten
the day when all our people, with many voices united in
one great chorus will glorify his holy Name.
3

Young Families Ministry
Prayers for teens answered at Teen Camp 2021
“You mean we don’t have to wear masks or social-distance
at teen camp?” asked an eager teen in disbelief. As the
governor’s executive order authorized cohorts of any size for
overnight camps, the hope of “normal” teen camp shifted
from goal to a welcome reality. There are few circumstances
that would render a teen willing to swab his or her nasal
cavity, but teen camp without masks or social distancing
makes the list. Adding a negative COVID-19 test to their
packing list was a small price to pay to be together again; to
sing those silly songs on the road again, and to high-five or
hug that person in need.
In all their anticipation of “normal” teen camp, the teens
had forgotten that our great God rarely stops at “normal.”
Our God is a redeeming God; a God of revival, a God who
kindles faith and answers prayer, especially those prayers
offered for the hurting, the marginalized, and the oppressed.
The older generations of the church were not praying
for normal. The saints of LOWChurch were praying for
spiritual breakthroughs, for deliverance, for repentance and
forgiveness, and for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit as
promised in these last days.

Teens and leaders gather together in unity.

The camp was beautiful. The view of the James River,
magnificent. Morning activities included rifle range,
hiking, archery, laser tag, jewelry making, swimming, and
campfire cooking. Each afternoon, the teens enjoyed paddleboarding, water volleyball, shell hunting, or just soaking
up beach sunshine on the river’s edge. Add an ice-cream
social each day, and what’s left to be improved? Yet, when
9th grader, Alex Mahnel, was asked about his impressions
of the week, his report was not about ice-cream and archery
but about what God had done in his heart. He said, “My
faith had cooled off during COVID-19. I had strayed from
church and from my Christian friends. God re-kindled my
relationship with him this week. It feels great to be plugged
back in.”

The Ladies’ Bible Study was praying. The Mens’ Bible
Study was praying. Small groups and Sunday School classes
were all praying for God to move in the hearts of the teens.
Forty-three leaders and teens who traveled to the Edge
Christian Camp in Surry, VA would soon discover how
the God who promises to do infinitely more than anyone
could ever ask or imagine had inclined His ear to answer
the prayers of the faithful. “Normal” would soon give way
to a “there I will be in the midst of them” reality. Jesus had a
mighty work in mind.

Three church services were held each day: morning,
afternoon, and evening. During the Tuesday evening service,
Anderson Wright asked, “What if every person at Teen
Camp was saved?” This question remained on the minds
of the teens throughout the week. Could this be why God
brought us down here? Though impossible to see the heart
as God can, there were many outward signs that the Holy
Spirit was being poured out on the teens. Sin was being
confessed at the altar. Tears flowed as old habits were set
aside. Tears of joy replaced tears of sorrow as teens gathered

The stage was set. Camp Pastor, Ryan Flanders, had
prepared the evening messages and written the morning and
evening devotionals. President of Edge Christian Camp,
Scott Carsley, had prepared the mission moments for each
afternoon. Faith Quiroga and Jesse Owens had prepared
the worship sets for three services each day of camp. All
games and activities were set. On Sunday June 6, the teens
surrendered their phones for the week, put on their purple
teen camp t-shirts, and embarked on a spiritual journey that
would impact their lives forever.

Continued on page 5
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Teen Camp 2021
Continued from page 4

to pray over one another. Teen after teen re-committed their
lives to the Lord Jesus Christ. Hurting teens were restored.
Depressed teens were delivered. Forgiveness was offered
and forgiveness was received. There was such a presence of
God in the services that the teens became eager to see what
God would do next.
Without a doubt, God’s will was accomplished this week.
He had picked out a group of teenagers that desperately
needed Him. He brought them to Teen Camp. He put
prayers for them on the hearts of the saints back home.
He picked out the truths that needed to be taught and
placed the exact messages on the hearts of each speaker. He
surrounded the teens with leaders who loved them with
Christ’s love. He picked out the songs that he wanted sung
to him and inhabited those praises. Further, he poured
out his spirit as promised and changed the lives of these
teenagers.

Mark Bridgham rallies to beat Alex Mahnel in the final round.

Upon his return, Minister Higginbotham reflected, “As
I watched the teens bond over the course of this week, I
realized I was witnessing a miracle. God was bringing revival
of the hearts, but there was something more. I noticed a
unity that I had read about in God’s Word. These young
believers were experiencing friendship on an eternal level.
They became unified in Christ. Their understanding of
God’s goodness to them had become their bond. They
would still be glorifying God about this wonderful week in
eternity. The things that happened at Teen Camp would last
forever. I am reminded that Christ prayed this very thing for
future believers, ‘that they all may be one, as You, Father, are
in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in Us, that the
world may believe that You sent Me.’” (John 17:21)

Teens enjoy water sports on the James River.

Alli Richards, Lilly Higginbotham, and Christian Jones
enjoy free time on the river!

Praising our Savior all day long!
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Missions
Hoodik0ffs train new missionaries worldwide
Vicki and Kelly Hoodik0ff, working for Youth With A
Mission (YWAM), are the church mission partners for July.
They visited The Lake of the Woods Church last month.
They shared how difficult it has been this year as they
adapted to the challenges of communicating and teaching
during COVID-19. Throughout the pandemic, God has
continued to make a way to bring forth the gospel.
The Hoodik0ffs shared how their ministry has changed in
the last three years. Growing from a ministry that was solely
in the Ukraine, they now have a broader focus with disciples
and partnerships around the world. Their various teams and
co-workers continue to reach out to the needy, the hungry
and the hurting.

Vicki and Kelly Hoddik0ffs YWAM missionaries.

training enables youngsters to keep Christ in their hearts
from a very early age.

The Ukrainian staff has been stretched thin and almost
overwhelmed with requests for prayer and counseling.
Some of their staff have traveled to war torn Eastern
Ukraine to provide needs and spiritual support. Please pray
for the physical and spiritual support from God for the
Ukrainian staff.

Prayer for Missions
O God of our Salvation, you are not willing that
anyone perish but that all should experience your
redemption, love, and healing. Thank you for the
Hoodik0ff family who have obeyed your call to
share the Gospel in many countries around the
world. Anoint and bless their ministry, for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Vicki and Kelly have been active in the Caribbean. One
island in the Caribbean has been hit extremely hard. Their
friends and co-workers on this island have been facing a
broken economy and a tremendous food shortage. The
stores have had very few items on their shelves in the way of
basic needs. They have shared that there have been many
protests on this island nation. Let us pray that God’s hand
will be in the reshaping of this government. Vicki and
Kelly plan to return later this year for some teaching and
leadership training.
The Hoodik0ffs have used popular social media platforms
for teaching, coaching and mentoring teams over the past
year. They have connected with hundreds of people in
over 20 countries. Videos and phone calls were key tools in
spreading the gospel and developing maturing disciples.
They plan to travel to Canada, Ukraine and the
Caribbean to teach in YWAM Discipleship Training
Schools. Training young missionaries to “make Christ
known” throughout the world is their objective. They will
also provide additional training for the Christian pre-school
programs for Eastern Europe that Vicki has developed. This
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Community Outreach
We are all foster children of God
The Foster Care ministry at The Lake of the Woods
Church entails a variety of ways to help support children
who have been removed from their homes due to cases of
neglect or endangerment. One way of ministering to these
children in need is to be on the front-line as a fostering
family. Some families of our church community have
fostered children via the Social Services Departments of
Orange and Spotsylvania Counties. Others have fostered
through private agencies, such as Bethany Christian
Services in Charlottesville and the United Methodist
Family Services in Richmond. Several fostering situations
have led to local and even international adoptions.

Pastor Colson, the senior associate pastor, shared,
“Fostering and adoption are not only called for in the
Scriptures, but there are many champions of our faith who
were fostered. Moses was fostered by Pharaoh’s daughter.
The great prophet, Samuel, was fostered by the priest,
Eli. Queen Esther, as a child, was fostered by her uncle
Mordecai. Even our Savior was fostered by His earthly
father, Joseph. But it doesn’t stop there. We as Christ
followers have been fostered and adopted by God, our
Eternal Heavenly Father. It is only natural that the church
should be involved with foster and adoption ministry.”

A foster child receives gifts from Santa.

The Foster Care ministry at LOWChurch also supports
local foster children by providing them with Bags of Hope.
A backpack filled with essential items is given to each child
at a time of emergency. LOWChurch hosts an annual
foster family Christmas party. With the help of the church
MOPS group (Mothers of Preschoolers), Christmas gifts
are given to every child in the foster home. Other ministry
opportunities include holding picnics for foster care
families, providing meals at trainings sessions, and praying
for foster children and families.

Another way that LOWChurch ministers to foster
children is by working closely with Vicky Tidman, Family
Services Specialist of the Orange County Department of
Social Services. There are currently twenty-five children
in foster care being served through the Orange County
Social Services Department. These children are in the care
of eighteen trained and approved families, many of which
include kinship placements. About a third of the children
reside in congregate care (group homes) throughout
Virginia.

A recent change in federal legislation has caused the
need for more foster family care. Under the Family First
Prevention Services Act, the use of congregate care is being
curtailed. Emphasis and funding are being shifted more
towards family foster homes. Orange County is offering
two upcoming pre-service training sessions for those
interested in becoming foster care parents. Beginning July
13, for six-consecutive Tuesday nights, a training class will
take place at the Orange Presbyterian Church from 5-8
p.m. The other upcoming training session will take place at
the church for six-consecutive Thursday nights beginning
October 7, from 5-8 p.m. Potential foster care parents
interested in registering for either class should contact
Vicky Tidman at 540-672-1155 (ext. 8101). To learn more
about the LOWChurch Foster Care ministry contact
Stone Leighty at ernieleighty@gmail.com.

Vicky is extremely grateful for the support LOWChurch
gives to local foster families. The church recently donated
gift cards for a virtual Orange County training session for
foster parents. Vicky emphasizes that “the community is
dependent on these families who answer the call in the
middle of the night to help the most vulnerable in our
area.” She further notes that foster parents give of their
time, energy, and emotions twenty-four hours a day, 365
days a year to help these children in need.
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Visitation Ministry
Practical tips to consider when visiting the sick
Be ready to listen, and don’t argue
Talk about the things you would talk about in your
usual setting. Stay positive and uplifting.

Minister Mike Lemay, visitation minister at The Lake
of the Woods Church, has learned from long experience
how to have a meaningful and uplifting home and hospital
visit. When visiting the sick, it’s important to follow a few
simple rules to make the experience positive.

Keep your attention on the person
Don’t get into private conversations with others who
may be in the room.

Call first
Don’t drop in unexpectedly. The person may not feel
up to visitors at that time. Calling ahead also may give a
caregiver an opportunity to better plan the day.

Don’t pry into the patient’s medical condition
If your friend who is sick wants to discuss his/her illness
be willing to listen.

Wash your hands
This is especially important in this time of COVID-19
and during flu season. Don’t just rinse them. Really scrub
them. Do this before and after a visit. Don’t just rely on
hand sanitizer. Be sure you know the hospital’s rules on
face coverings and, follow them.

Don’t give medical advice
Unsolicited medical opinions are inappropriate.
Keep it short
Ten to 15 minutes is usually long enough. If a family
member arrives or medical personnel need to speak with
the patient, leave the room.

Knock before entering the room
Do this whether it is at home or in the hospital. It’s
important to respect the person’s privacy.

Offer to pray
Illness is a time when it is natural to offer prayer. Simply
ask, “Would you like me to pray?” or “Is there something
you would like me to pray about?”

Enter the room or home quietly and respectfully
You should come in with a smile, showing that you’re
glad to see them.

Grief Share Resources

Don’t sit on the bed
Sit in the chair provided. Be courteous; if someone else is
standing, offer them your seat.

Grief Share
Seminars and support groups are led by people who
understand grief and want to help with your loss.

Don’t let the television spoil your visit
A sick person may have the television on and may not
think about turning it down or off. Ask if the person
minds if you turn it down or off so you can talk. When
you leave, be sure to offer to turn it back on again.

Testimonials
“Grief Share literally saved my life!”
“I am thankful to find a group that knows how I feel.”
“The caring, encouragement and support I encountered in
the group was a balm to my deeply grieving soul.”

Keep it upbeat
Try to restrict your conversation to topics that will make
your friend feel better.

The next session of Grief Share will start Monday
August 23 at 7 p.m. in the Founders Room. To sign
up visit www.Griefshare.org or contact Minister Mike
Lemay at mike@lowchurch.org

Don’t dwell on your own ills or your health history
It’s not about you.
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Please remember in your prayers the following members
of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:
Heather Austin 		
Foster Billheimer 		
Bill Cole			
Danny Delongis		
Randy Halverson		
Tom Northam		
Ruth Poch			
Selena Rave 		
Madeline Salustri 		
Randy Squires		
Margaret Thode		

Doris Barnes 		
Charlie Bocook
Rick Coover 		
Jim Divilbiss		
Bud Lewis
Dave O’Hara 		
Barbara Rakes
Andy Rayne
Gail Smith
Mary Szadvari

Please remember those in our congregation who have
recently gone to be with the Lord. Keep their
families in your prayers: Mike Cunningham and Dottie
Moser.

The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold
in times of trouble. Psalm 9:9-10
Ladies! Let’s come together on September 25 at the
LOWChurch for a one-day retreat. This last year has been
extremely challenging for us all. Many have felt oppressed
and troubled by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Whether you or your family were sick, or lost a loved one,
everyone experienced some level of loss. Schools shut
down. Adults were expected to work from home. Family
gatherings came to a sudden halt, and distance was put
between us and our loved ones. It was, without a doubt, a
difficult season. Through all of this, God’s Word remained
true.
Our key-note speaker, Pat Farrell, is a Christian Life
Coach, author, and national speaker. She lives in Pulaski,
VA. Pat will be speaking on the Living Water of Jesus
and how he revives us in times of trouble. All of us could
use a little reviving. Mark your calendars for this time of
fellowship, encouragement, and refreshment!
The youth praise band will be playing during our
worship times. Lunch will be catered by Chick-fil-A and
childcare is available, but limited.
The cost for this one day event is $30. Registraton opens
July 1. To register visit www.lowchurch.org/wr2021.
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Interns provide vital ministry support
Inspired by their parents and adult youth leaders at The
Lake of the Woods Church, two young men, Christian
Colson and Christian Jones, have returned to the church
this summer as interns to add vital support to the staff in
reaching kids and others in the community. Both men are
already strongly rooted in teaching the story of Jesus to
children and are outstanding role models for youngsters
and teens. A key element in this summer internship
program is that both individuals will be mentored and
discipled weekly so that they will be strengthened in their
spiritual journeys.
As the pandemic restrictions are finally eased and the
church summer youth programs rapidly ramp up to spread
the love of Jesus to the community, both young men
have already been extremely busy. They assisted with the
phenomenally successful teen camp in June. July will be
even busier for them with the Vacation Bible School and
Good News Across Sports programs where hundreds of
children throughout the area will hear the good news
about Jesus, many for the first time.

Our summer interns, Christian Colson and Christian Jones.

The Lake of the Woods Church is blessed that both
these young men have returned from their college studies
this summer to work in the mission field of Orange
County. Both attended children’s ministry programs as
youngsters and participated in the church youth programs
as teens.

is currently studying physics at Virginia Tech University
and is a reserve in the United States Air Force. He will
graduate in December 2022 and pursue a career in nuclear
physics in the Air Force.

Christian Colson recalls, as a youngster, tagging along
with his dad on youth retreats and camps. “It was fun and
exciting,” he said. This year Colson was seeking a summer
job that would have a meaningful impact on others. He
likes working and interacting with people and enjoys event
planning for children’s and youth activities. Last summer
he helped the church distribute thousands of meals to
families after school lunch programs were suspended
during the height of the pandemic. Colson is a senior at
Regent University working toward a Bachelor of Science
degree in psychology and hopes to attain a Master’s degree
in counseling after graduation.
Christian Jones remembers the fun he had as a child
in Vacation Bible School. Now, he said, “I enjoy helping
out as an intern behind the scenes and being involved in
multiple church events.” He particularly likes the fact that
the teens are disconnected from their electronic devices on
every teen trip. Last summer, Jones also assisted with the
distribution of meals to families in the community. Jones
10
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a choir on Sunday mornings, but now that things are
returning to ‘normal’ we’re very pleased that the choir
will be coming back this month.” Kevin has scheduled
rehearsals of the chancel choir to begin on July 6.
“Historically the choir takes the summer off,” Kevin said,
“but this summer will be a time for the congregation to
enjoy all they’ve missed in the last year.”

Continued from page 2

At the beginning of the week, the teens surrendered
their cell phones in exchange for a booklet in which to
keep a personal spiritual journal of the week. John says,
“They surrendered the week to Jesus, and the results speak
for themselves. They’re now on fire for the Lord.” John
points out that this dynamic has repeated itself year after
year. As older teens move on to other aspects of their lives,
the younger kids move up to take their place. “So then,
generations bless generations, bless generations,” he says.

Kevin is also working tirelessly to install the equipment
and recruit the operators to enable the church to broadcast
its worship services via live-stream. “We pretty much have
all the equipment we need,” Kevin says. “All that’s left is
recruiting and training volunteers to operate it, but that
may be the biggest challenge.”

According to Youth Elder and adult leader Shannon
Smith, “This year’s Teen Camp was magical.” (her
emphasis). “After a year-and-a-half of personal struggle
away from church because of COVID-19 restrictions,
the kids were primed for a deeply spiritual experience.”
One teen caught Shannon’s attention the first day
because of his disinterest and reluctance to participate in
activities. “Every day brought a change in his demeanor,”
she observes, “and by the end of the week, he was
transformed.” On the way home in the travel van she asked
him to rate the week on a scale of 1 to 10. He said, “I give
it an 11. This week has changed my life. I’ll never be the
same.” Blinking back joyful tears, Shannon confesses, “I’m
so fortunate to get to go to Teen Camp as an adult leader
and witness what I saw this week. I know how blessed I am
to be involved with a youth program like this where kids
are looking at every way God is working in their lives.”

“Many churches seem to slow down during the summer
months,” Dr. Howe observes, “but at LOWChurch things
really go into high gear. The multi-faceted youth programs
run nearly every week of the season and are enormously
fruitful spiritually. It’s a great time to be at LOWChurch!”

The Rev. Higginbotham adds, “Most people have
no idea what some of these kids face, so to watch God
reach down and touch them in a very real way and to see
God working through their fellow teens, is amazing and
awe inspiring. To be a part of what God is doing is so
humbling, and to witness it is beyond anything words can
express.”

Rocky Railway is full steam ahead in preparation to welcome
over 150 community children to come and learn about the word
of God during the week of July 12-16.

Another big thrust this summer is recovery from the
pandemic’s restrictions... putting things back together
again, like restoring full worship services, reopening the
Welcome Center and rejuvenating the teams of greeters
and ushers. For Kevin Paxton, the church’s Worship
Minister, this means, among other things, restarting the
chancel choir as well as rebuilding the contemporary
praise teams. Kevin points out, “People got scattered in
isolation during the pandemic. It’s now time to bring
things together again.” Senior Pastor John Howe observes,
“Because of lock-down restrictions and social distancing
for the past year-and-a-half, we’ve not been able to have

All generations of the church are gathering over the next few
weeks to transform LOWChurch into the Rocky Railway. The
children will learn how Jesus’ power can help them in doing hard
things, to be bold and to be good friends. He gives us hope, and
his power lets us live forever when we trust in him.
If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Mandy Robinson
at mandy.robinson@lowchurch.org. She would love to talk
with you about how you can be part of our team of awesome
volunteers! We still have spaces available to be a team member
and share your walk with children in Lake of the Woods.
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Birthdays
2

Cathy Gnik
Henny Van Der Vliet
Randall Halverson
4 James Flood
John Higginbotham
Patricia Unkle
5 Mary Ann Hamilton
6 Lucia deSocio
Paulette Tantlinger
7 Elizabeth Larson
Marc Birdsong
9 Eric Walsh
Julie Phend
Renee Graves
10 Richard Rankin
Samuel Thomsen
11 Ray White
12 George Ulrey
Sharon Cole
16 Linda Harrington
17 Margaret Thode

18 Lisa Medas
Patricia Cope
19 Antionette Hamblet
Johanna Colson
John Lentine
23 Lee Merrell
24 Jean Lemay
25 Beth Sundberg
27 Betty Jo Elvgren
Randal Whitehead
28 Craig Benedict
29 George H. Chapin
Susan Doubet
30 Lois DeLongis
Jacklyn Gill
Joan Batten
Judy Eiben
31 John Beisheim
Susan Richards

Anniversaries
5 George & Constance
Chapin
6 Allen & Wendy Gwaltney
7 Robert Lingo & Cynthia
Scott
8 Raymond & Theda Massie
12 Lyle & Barbara McWhirt
John & Ann Sawyer
Ralph & Linda Rupard

12 Randy & Barbara MarshallSquires
13 Ralph & Pat Ericksen
14 Don & Kathleen Smith
16 Eric & Sonya Walsh
25 Hank & Mary Altman
Mike & Jean Lemay
25 Tim & Tanya Hall
30 Dan & Judy Schofield
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