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Examine the proof, enjoy the 
season of hope, and believe

Dr. Howe teaches at the Higher Grounds 
youth service in the shadow of the cross.

Continued on page 2

Food for the soul
To the joy of the 
residents of the 
Brisben homeless 
center, The Lake of 
the Woods Church 

cooking team begins serving hot 
lunches after a long pandemic hiatus. 
See page 6.

Teen Challenge
The April Mission 
Partner of the Month 
is Teen Challenge 
of North Central 
Virginia, led by 

Mike and Cindy Zello. The mission 
of Teen Challenge is to provide 
individuals with an effective and 
comprehensive Christian, faith-
based solution to life-controlling 
substance abuse.   See page 7.

“Spring has sprung” all around 
The Lake of the Woods Church. The 
spectacular early blossoms, the countless 
shades of green on all the trees, and 
the rainbow of carefully cultivated 
flowers around the lake all herald new 
beginnings. 

  
While each spring represents new life 

in the community, the church celebrates 
the season of Lent and Easter Sunday 
morning with renewed hope.  When 
the giant stone was rolled away from the 
tomb on that glorious Easter morning 
over two millennia ago, the disciples 
of Jesus witnessed the miracle of the 
resurrection.  And, because Jesus lives, 
the hope of eternal life is realized.  Dr. 
Howe explains why the resurrection 
provides the proof and assurance of 
eternal life on page 4.  

This past year has been an extremely 
difficult year for many because of the 
loss of loved ones and disheartening 
separation from family and friends 
caused by the pandemic.  However, there 
is great hope for the coming year. 

   
Widespread vaccinations against 

COVID-19 portend the full reopening 
of the church later this year.  The great 
news is that, throughout this dreaded 
pandemic, God has blessed The Lake 
of the Woods Church with faithful 
members who continue to support the 
online and in-person worship services.  
The church has overwhelmingly 
responded to the ministries assisting 

people and families in the community.  
Many new people were welcomed 
into church membership last month.  
Read about the outreach missions and 
children’s ministries covered in other 
sections of this April CrossCurrents 
newsletter.  The church will be holding 
five services on Easter morning, and 
plans are underway to return to a 
more open worship service as soon as 
practicable. 

 
CrossCurrents recently held a 

question-and-answer session with Dan 

Bold young leader
Devin Jackson, a 
veteran member 
of the church’s 
Timothy Group for 
young evangelists, 

sets an example for his peers. He 
is described by Minister John 
Higginbotham as “the picture of 
youth ministry success.”  See page 9.

Sharing beauty
During the Women’s 
Gathering many 
women added 
blooms to a beautiful 

arrangement of flowers as a way of 
expressing how God is at the root of 
our lives. See page 10.
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Continued from page 1

Schofield, the church elder for worship, about where the 
church stands as plans are made to resume full, in-person 
services after an unprecedented year of disruption.  As an 
elder, Dan has been a key decision-maker in the church’s 
response to the COVID-19 health crisis and plans to 
return to normal operations.

Q. Understandably, members of the congregation are 
weary of the restrictions and want things to return to 
“normal.” What kind of comments are you hearing 
concerning the effort to return to corporate worship?

A. People are being understandably careful about 
returning to corporate worship. They are enjoying our 
online worship services until they feel ready to congregate 
together for worship.

Q. Has anyone communicated to you their concerns 
that the COVID-19 protocols imposed by the Board 
of Elders were too strict? Not strict enough? Has there 
been any outright resistance to them?

A. Once the restrictions have been explained and the 
underlying reasons behind them understood, the church 
family has been fully cooperative.

Q. What factor do you consider most important as 
decisions are made to lift some restrictions and re-
establish in-person worship services?

A. Safety first and adherence to the guidelines 
recommended by the Center for Disease Control.  

Q. What will be required to re-institute and re-deploy 
the many volunteers who performed myriad tasks in 
support of church activities -- ushers, musicians, media 
techs, flower arrangers, etc. -- after a year? 

A. Reduced attendance due to COVID-19 restrictions 
has limited the pool of volunteers to perform these tasks. 
Recently, Dr. John Howe, our senior pastor, requested 
volunteers to come forward to perform these tasks. The 
response has been encouraging, but there continues to be 

a specific need for volunteers to assist with audio-visual 
technology and media presence.

Q. How has the pandemic affected the church in terms 
of finances and membership strength? What measures 
have been necessary, if any, to mitigate those effects?

A. The elders, trustees and treasurers have worked 
together to ensure the financial health of our church. 
Elders were requested to trim their budgets and reduce 
spending for 2020 and 2021. A loan was obtained through 
the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Paycheck 
Protection Program, but that obligation has been forgiven. 
Our church family has been very generous during the 
pandemic and continued to support the church and its 
ministries. 

Q. Which of the church’s ministries have been most 
keenly affected by the pandemic year? Will they need 
special consideration as the recovery gets under way?

A. We were forced to close The Child Care Center. The 
Board of Elders is working towards reopening the center in 
the Spring. A search is now under way for a new director.

Q. Describe how the church leadership plans to 
implement the return to normal services as we knew it 
in 2019. 

A. After Easter, we plan to resume all three Sunday 
morning services -- an 8:30 a.m. blended service in 
the Worship Center, a 9:45 a.m. traditional service in 
the Sanctuary, and an 11 a.m. contemporary service in 
the Worship Center. Safety will be our top priority in 
resuming our three-service schedule.

Q. Have the health concerns that have been raised by 
the pandemic prompted long-lasting or permanent 
changes in the way we “do church?”  

A.  At the time of the shutdown our Minister of 
Worship, Kevin Paxton, acquired equipment to offer 
services online. This past year Kevin has developed and 
directed our online worship program.  The equipment 
needed to live stream worship services will be implemented 
as soon as it is installed.  Future live-streamed services 
will continue indefinitely for those who cannot physically 
attend services at the church.  Associate Pastor Jordan 

Continued on page 3
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Examine the proof 
Continued from page 2

Medas is responsible for social media for online worship 
and training.  He recently initiated a Zoom information 
session on Sunday mornings immediately following the 
8:30 a.m. service.  

Q. Years from now, when we look back on the 
challenges we’ve faced in 2020, what will we consider 
to be the most important lessons we have learned? Has 
the experience been a blessing in any way?  

A. The challenges of 2020 confirmed the perseverance 
and generosity of our church family. One example is the 
feeding ministry, directed by Senior Associate Pastor 
Adam Colson, which provided thousands of meals to assist 
Orange County families.  There are many other examples 
of people stepping up to help each other.  

The online services have resulted in reaching an 
international congregation, with viewers in Mexico, 
England, Spain and Nigeria as well as many others around 
the United States and Navajo Nation. Many gatherings of 
church leadership, home groups and ministry leadership 
are conducted electronically on Zoom throughout the 
week. Thanks be to God for blessing this church and 
community.
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“We had hoped he was the one to redeem Israel.”  (Luke 
24:20)

Easter confronts us with the overwhelming difference 
between the Christian Faith and all 
other faiths.  So much so that I am very 
reluctant to refer to Christianity as a 
“religion.”

Religion is our attempt to reach God.  
Christianity is God’s attempt to reach us.

Reportedly a student once asked Vol-
taire, the great eighteenth century French philosopher, 
“How would you advise me to start a new religion?”  To 
which Voltaire replied, “Get yourself killed, and on the 
third day rise again.”

Even one of the world’s all-time great skeptics evidently 
recognized that unless you can improve on the story of the 
resurrection, you’re wasting your time trying to start a new 
religion!

Apart from the resurrection, anything you care to say 
about the immortality of the soul, life after death, or even 
the meaning of human existence, is simply speculation and 
theorizing.

I remember, as a little boy, supposing that heaven must 
be the place where everything is exactly as I think it should 
be.  (I never stopped to consider that you might prefer it 
otherwise!)

Whether we are speculating about the final state of Con-
fucius, Buddha, Mohammed, Zoroaster, or any other great 
religious figure, we know what happened to their bodies: 
they turned to dust.

But, on Easter morning, Jesus of Nazareth stepped out 
of the tomb, and all of history snapped into focus.  Here 
was its center-point, its meaning; here was the key that un-
locks the mystery of life:

“I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in 

What difference does it make?
From the senior pastor

me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  
( John 11:25, 26)

I was at a party some time ago, chatting with a man who 
might have had a tad too much potent potable.  He took 
me on, rather loudly: “I don’t see what difference all this 
theology makes!  I can lead just as good a life as anyone 
who claims to believe in Jesus!”

I said, “You’re absolutely right.”  And turned away.

“Wait a minute!  Don’t you want to argue with me?”

“No, there’s no doubt you can lead as good a life as I can, 
maybe better.  Of course that misses the point.”

“What’s the point?”

I said, “Christians aren’t claiming to be better people 
than anyone else.  In fact, most of them will admit they are 
pretty much a failure when it comes to being a truly good 
person.  That’s precisely the reason we are so grateful God 
sent his Son to be our Savior.  Being a Christian isn’t about 
how great I am; it’s about how great Jesus is.”

That was the first of several lengthy conversations, which 
finally led to that man asking Jesus to become his Savior 
and Lord.

A commentator on one of the major television networks 
said recently, “Religious belief has gone out of fashion be-
cause it denies the cold, scientific rules of evidence…”

That may be true of “religion,” but it sure isn’t true of the 
Christian Faith!  Christianity fairly cries to us: “Consider 
the Evidence!”

What turned a group of discouraged, disheartened, fear-
ful disciples into an army of spiritual giants who took on 
the Roman Empire and changed history despite imprison-
ment, persecution, and martyrdom?  They met the Risen 
Lord.

Continued on page 5
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Luke said, “After his suffering, Jesus presented himself 
alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God.”  (Acts 1:3)

Thomas, who was absent on Easter evening, said, “Un-
less I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.”  A week later he got his wish, and he fell 
to his knees confessing, “My Lord and my God!” ( John 
20:28)

Peter said, “We did not follow cleverly devised myths 
when we made known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. but we were eyewitnesses of his maj-
esty.”  (2 Peter 1:16)

John said, “We declare to you…what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 
and touched with our hands.”  (1 John 1:1)

Paul said, “He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.  
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive [an invi-
tation; go check with them].  Then he appeared to James 
[his own skeptical half-brother, who was so thoroughly 
converted by the experience that he became the leader of 
the Jerusalem Church]. then to all the apostles.  Last of 
all…he appeared to me.”  (1 Corinthians 15:5-8)  [And 
Paul was so thoroughly converted that he became – argu-
ably – the greatest evangelist of all time.]

Do you think they all made it up?  To what possible 
end?  They all suffered and all but one of them were mar-
tyred for proclaiming the resurrection.

There are only three logical possibilities.  They were out-
and-out liars who fabricated this preposterous story, with 
nothing to gain by proclaiming it, and they stuck to their 
story in the face of suffering and death without even one 
of them recanting that it was a falsehood.

Or, this was corporate lunacy unparalleled in psycholog-
ical history.

Or, it’s true.

And, if true, the Resurrection completely changes every-
thing.  This life becomes the opening notes in the sympho-
ny of eternity.  We discover there’s an invisible half of the 
universe, and death is the doorway into it.  We discover we 
were made for fellowship with God, and because of him, 
fellowship with each other.  And that fellowship is realized 
in his Son; those who belong to him share his life without 
end.  Death is robbed of its victory.  It no longer has the 
last, mocking laugh over humanity.

Consider the evidence – and if you can’t explain the Res-
urrection on any other terms than it being true, you will 
also find you can’t account for Jesus on any terms but his 
own: he is exactly who he claims to be, the King of kings, 
the Lord of lords, the first-born from the dead, the one to 
whom we owe our allegiance, and the source and perfec-
tion of our joy.

A BLESSED EASTER to you.

What difference does it make?
Continued from page 4
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Community Outreach
Cooking ministry returns to the Brisben 
Center following easing of CDC guidelines 

To the joy of the residents of the Thurman Brisben 
Center, The Lake of the Woods Church cooking team 
returned on March 11 to begin serving hot lunches to 
the residents of the Fredericksburg homeless shelter.  For 
the past year because of the COVID-19 pandemic, all 
volunteer meal preparation teams from area churches and 
other organizations had been suspended from cooking and 
serving in-person.  

Joe Hargrove, the Brisben Volunteer Coordinator, 
welcomed the church cooking team back after a 
challenging year of coping with the COVID-19 
restrictions.  Joe said that he was “glad to see old friends 
from The Lake of the Woods Church cooking one of his 
favorite meals of cheeseburgers, fries, and grilled onions.”  
Seasoned green beans, fresh tossed salad, and dessert were 
also on the menu.

Led by Ministry Steward, Ron Morris, the team quickly 
reacquainted themselves with the center’s commercial 
kitchen equipment and began prepping and cooking 
lunch.  As the sweet aroma of burgers and grilled onions 
wafted throughout the cafeteria area, the residents and 
volunteers sensed they were finally starting to return to 
normal.  Afterwards, Ron remarked, “I was amazed at how 
well organized the whole process was.  I loved being there, 
and I look forward to coming back the next time, and the 
next time, and the next time after that.  I loved knowing 
that we were helping people who really need help.”

During normal times the Brisben Center maintains full-
time living quarters for 80 people: 20 for single women, 
28 for single men, and 32 in eight family units, including 
children.  The average length of stay is 40-60 days.  Because 
of COVID-19 the allowable capacity has been reduced to 
less than half.  The rest of the homeless residents have been 
provided temporary housing in local motels. 

 
People will be returning to the center gradually as 

government guidelines ease. The Brisben Center provides 
a comfortable residence and meals for families and 
individuals who are struggling with homelessness.  In 

addition the center provides a mentoring program, job 
placement and personal skills training opportunities.  Joe 
Hargrove likes to say, “Brisben provides residents with a 
hand up, not a handout.” 

 
Throughout the rest of the year, The Lake of the Woods 

Church will be preparing and serving lunches at the 
Brisben Center on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
every month.  To learn more and volunteer to serve, visit 
the church website at lowchurch.org/cmo_feeding/ and 
register by checking the Feeding Ministry box.

Bill Fetzer, Tricia Padgett, Ron Morris and Kathy Flanagan 
prepare hot lunches for Brisben Center residents.
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Teen Challenge is “loving them back to life”

Prayer for Missions

Blessed Lord, your compassion touches all who 
come to you: We pray for those in the Freder-
icksburg and Richmond areas who have lost their 
health and freedom through addiction. In par-
ticular, we ask you to bless the ministries of Teen 
Challenge and Mike and Cindy Zello as they reach 
out to the hurting, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Missions

The April Mission Partner of the Month is Teen 
Challenge of North Central Virginia, led by Mike and 
Cindy Zello. The mission of Teen Challenge is to provide 
individuals with an effective and comprehensive Christian, 
faith-based solution to life-controlling drug and alcohol 
problems and help these individuals become productive 
members of society.  Teen Challenge ministers at three 
locations: the men’s farm on route 17, Beauty for Ashes 
Women’s and Children’s home on River Road, and a crisis 
hotline in Richmond.

The Lake of the Woods Church has had a close 
relationship with Teen Challenge and Beauty for Ashes 
since 2008 through mission events, financial support and 
individual volunteers. The church has helped refurbish  
the men’s farm and the women’s home, by installing a 
complete woodworking shop for the men and building a 
large garden area for the women. Many church members 
have volunteered to assist with outdoor property and 
equipment maintenance. 

Now there is a new opportunity to help by sponsoring 
a student. This program is called “Love Them Back to 
Life.” It’s purpose is to help restore individuals from drug 
or alcohol addiction. Those who sponsor a student will 
receive:

• A photograph of the student they are sponsoring.
• Opportunities to write and encourage their 
 student. (Sponsor’s last name and address will not 
 be revealed to the student.)
• An invitation to the student’s graduation from
 the program.

The church Missions Committee will pay the 
monthly sponsorship fee. Sponsors need only to agree 
to correspond with their student 3-4 times a year.  A 
sponsor’s support and encouragement can make a huge 
difference in a former addict’s recovery. If interested, please 
contact David Blackistone by email at dblackistone1@
verizon.net or by calling 540-972-3555.

Children of Beauty for Ashes moms watch the snow fall in 
anticipation of playing in the snow.

Curing addiction to alcohol or drugs is not enough. 
The underlying cause of why a person turns to alcohol 
or drugs must be identified in order to assure success in 
defeating the addiction.  When an addiction is conquered, 
the void it leaves must be filled with positive things. Teen 
Challenge and Beauty for Ashes guide men and women to 
fill that void with the love and affirmation of Jesus Christ.   
Hope lives here… Freedom is found here…Changed lives 
leave here!
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Young Families  and Youth Ministry

Minister John Higginbotham exclaims, “Spring is a time 
of new beginnings, especially for the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ! So many saints returned to church during 
the Lenten season, and as God moved in the hearts of 
his people, we were reminded of our sin and our need of 
a savior.  Let us now rejoice!  Our savior has not come 
into the world to condemn the world but that the world 
through him could be saved! ( John 3:17).  Are you eagerly 
awaiting the Easter celebration?  Let’s get ready to lift our 
voices to heaven singing, ‘He lives!  He lives!  Salvation to 
impart.  You ask me how I know He lives. He lives within 
my heart!’”

The Anchor Class to study parenting principles  
The Anchor Class will meet in the Charter Room on 

Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. with a social time beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. This class will focus on meeting the needs of 
adults who have children in the home.  This is not a hard 
and fast rule as young adults will also greatly benefit from 
a class that teaches a biblical foundation for marriage 
and parenting.  The Anchor Class will be led by young 
families minister, John Higginbotham, and his wife, Tracy.  
Beginning on April 11, the class will tackle a fourteen-
week study guided by Paul David Tripp’s Parenting, 14 
Gospel Principles That Can Radically Change Your Family.  
In the fall, the class will focus on strengthening marriages.

Good News Clubs and revamped children’s
Sunday school

Did you know that our teen missionaries train for 
50 hours in preparation for the summer missions field?  
Unfortunately, COVID-19 guidelines restricted our travel 
during the summer of 2020.  The teens have been praying 
for an opportunity to share the Gospel with children.  
Why not right here on Sunday mornings?  The teens are 
ready to share their energy and their talent by teaching 
a Bible Club to the children during the 11 a.m. hour on 
Sundays.  Ms. Mandy has re-structured and staffed her 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School hour with wonderful teachers.  
Here is how the schedule is designed: As the teens go 
to their Higher Grounds service, the parents go to their 
Anchor Class, and the children break out by age for 
Sunday school in the Discovery Zone.  The whole family is 
then encouraged to attend the family worship service at 11 

New springtime programs for young families 
a.m. in the Worship Center. The families who prefer, can 
then dismiss their young ones after praise and worship to 
“get their wiggles out” through song and interactive Bible 
lessons with the teens.  We hope this will provide the best 
of all worlds to our families who desire a meaningful two-
hour experience on Sunday mornings.

Wednesday nights are for the whole family
Moms need some “mom time” with other moms.  Dads 

need some “dad time” with other dads.  We get it!  Yet, this 
time is hard to carve out of our busy schedules. Children 
and teens need to cultivate their friendships at church, 
because church friends make such a difference in a child’s 
school experiences.  But, parents often neglect their own 
needs for fellowship.  So, on Wednesdays, the Dads will 
head to the cabins for a Bible Study and fellowship while 
the moms will stay cozy inside the church and begin 
Priscilla Shirer’s study of Elijah.  We hope the whole family 
will gather in the Worship Center for praise and worship 
led by the teen praise band before breaking out into their 
separate studies.  This new structure will begin after Spring 
Break on Wednesday, April 14.
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Devin Jackson, having served as Timothy Group 
president for the past three years, has transitioned into a 
new leadership role within the group.  Though Devin faces 
the many weighty decisions and responsibilities common 
to all high school seniors, he stands out among his peers 
for his resolve to disciple and mentor those who will 
continue as youth missionaries long after his graduation.  
Devin has attended six Christian Youth In Action camps 
and plans to serve a seventh year in the missions field 
this summer.  He is revered by his youth group as an “old 
veteran.”  

Devin remembers being raised up to lead the Timothy 
Group by those who had gone before him.  He was to 
encouraged to memorize his verses, songs, and games 
under some of the best teen missionaries to ever come 
through the program; like Christian Colson, Chelsea 
Schafer, Christian Jones, and Mikey Suche.  You may be 
asking, “What is the Timothy Group?”

The Timothy Group is comprised of teens who are 
selected by their peers for showing promise and desire for 
Christian leadership.  This group of committed young 
Christians arrives at church every Sunday morning at 
8 a.m. for discipleship training.  After thirty minutes 
of training, they prepare for all aspects of the Higher 
Grounds teen service.  All ten members have specific 
roles to fulfill in the service each week.  Currently, Devin 
is leading the group through Williams Fay’s book, Share 
Jesus Without Fear.  This study helps the teens write their 
personal testimonies, answer basic objections to the faith, 
and share the Gospel with love and compassion.  As Devin 
teaches the basic tenets of evangelism, he not only sets the 
bar high for his peers but nurtures their personal trust in 
Christ for the power to do the Kingdom work.

Sensing the burden to preach God’s word to his peers, 
Devin agreed to be mentored by Youth Director, Jesse 
Owens, and Young Families Minister John Higginbotham 
in preparation for his first sermon.  

Devin’s message challenged the teens and leaders to 
consider the ninth chapter of Acts to love others as 
Ananias had loved a newly-converted Saul.  Devin asked, 
“Do you challenge your peers to be the best they can be 
for Christ?  Do you share the love of Jesus without fear?  
Do you have eyes to see the mission field around you?” 

 

An elated Minister Higginbotham exclaimed, “Devin is 
a picture of youth ministry success.  He was raised in the 
faith, nurtured by his peers, challenged by his leaders, and 
humbled by his loving Savior to serve and proclaim the 
Gospel.  I am so proud of the bold disciple that Devin has 
become.”

Thank you, Devin, for setting an example for your 
church in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity 
as described in 1 Timothy 4:12.

In his first sermon, Devin Jackson challenges the teens and 
youth leaders to love others just as Ananias love Saul.

Devin Jackson urges youth to be the example



10

Please remember in your prayers the following members 
of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Doris Barnes   Jo Batten 
Foster Billheimer   Charlie Bocook
Bill Cole   Rick Coover 
Nancy Doseff   Susan Dyer
Randy Halverson  Frank Kalder
Betty Larson  Bud Lewis
Cheryl Lewis  Tom Northam 
Dave O’Hara   Ruth Poch
Selena Rave   Andy Rayne
Emmy Robertson  Doug Rogers 
Madeline Salustri   
 

Please remember those in our congregation who have 
recently gone to be with the Lord, and keep their
families in your prayers: 

Jean Rose    Dwight Westholt 

Visitation Ministry
Family meal assistance available for bereaved families 
and the homebound

Families Feeding Families is a home care ministry that 
provides meals for those who have been in the hospital, a 
rehabilitation center or are homebound because of illness.  
Additionally, this program provides meals for those 
who have lost a loved one and for their bereaved family 
members who are visiting from out of town.  Anyone who 
needs this service please contact Minister Mike Lemay at 
mike@lowchurch.org or call the church office at 
540-972-9060.

Cancer support Round Table begins for men
The Walk with Hope program at The Lake of the Woods 

Church is launching a men’s cancer support group that will 
begin on Tuesday, April 13 at 4 p.m. This will be an on-line 
Zoom program during the pandemic. While the Round 
Table involves prayer, counsel, visits and assistance, it is 
centered on bringing God’s hope to patients, caregivers 
and family. This requires an understanding of the impact 
of cancer, how people react to it and how God has called 
his people to respond. Topics will include spiritual, 
physical and nutritional information to the patient. To 
register by email contact Minster Mike Lemay at mike@
lowchurch.org.

Still time to register for Divorce Care and Grief Share 
There is still time to sign up for Divorce Care on 

Tuesday nights on Zoom.  Grief Share is held Monday 
nights at 7 p.m. in the church Founders Room where 
social distancing and mask wearing are observed. Register 
on the Grief Share or Divorce Care web site. For more 
information call Carol Twedt at 540-972-8196 or the 
church office at 540-972-9060.

                                                                                                                                                
Celebrate Recovery program is under development

There is interest in developing a Celebrate Recovery 
program at The Lake of the Woods Church.  Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery program 
by Rick Warren for anyone struggling with pain, addiction 
or suffering of any kind. Celebrate Recovery is a safe way 
to find community and freedom from issues that trouble 
many people. If you are interested contact Minister Mike 
Lemay by email at mike@lowchurch.org.



11

Women’s Ministry
Women enjoy an old-fashioned love story 

The Women’s Gathering met at the church on 
Wednesday, March 10, for a special time of fellowship.  
The guest speakers were Tracy and John Higginbotham 
who shared their love story, beginning as teenagers in high 
school, until today as the proud parents of six adopted 
children.  The guidance of the Lord was so obvious 
throughout their relationship, and it was exciting to 
observe how faithful John and Tracy have been to the 
Lord’s bidding.

The morning meeting concluded with the women 
participating in creating a floral arrangement guided by 
Nancy Bowles.  Nancy had assembled a foundation of 
greenery and explained that the base of the arrangement 
is like God.  He is the base… the root ball of everything.   
Nancy went on to explain that the greenery in a floral 
arrangement represents life’s fundamentals… shelter, food, 
clothing.  And the flowers?  They represent the shared love 
among family members and friends.  Everyone was invited 
to add a flower to the arrangement in honor or memory of 
a loved one.

Tracy Higginbotham shares her old fashion love story at the 
Gathering this past month.

Irene Robinson, with the assistance of Nancy Bowles, places 
her flower in the growing arrangement.
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1 Faith Quiroga 
 Harry Nicholson 
 Newton Wilson 
2 Richard Tatum 
3 Diane Sellers 
4 J. Michael Phillips
8 Roy Cottoms 
9 Bruce Boyd 
 Cindy Quattlebaum 
11 Wilma Hood 
12 James Milligan 
13 Debra McInnis 
 James Bridgham 
14 Helga Birdsong 
15 Sarah Rawls 
16 Egida Heffernan 
 Wes Seaman 
17 Gwendolyn Fournet 
 Linda Sipe 
18 Tom Collins 
20 Harry Brown 
21 Ruth Rayne 

21 Shannon Bridgham 
 Smith 
22 Matt Bernd 
24 Dundee McManis
 Gloria Taylor 
 Jean McLallen 
25 Kathy Pellegreen 
 Peter Smith 
27 Charles Mincey 
 Eileen Moore 
 John McCalla 
 Karen Howe 
 Noah Rakes 
 Dick Gullickson 
28 Barbara Marshall-
 Squires 
 Betty Wilson 
 Rebecca Sitnik 
29 Connie 
 Schwartzman Smith
30 George Duffy 

Birthdays

Anniversaries
2 Gene and Melissa Daly
4 Warren and Sally Reder
6 Doug and Brenda Rogers
8 Gordon and Roberta Klooster
9 Laird and Laurie Knights
10 Bill and Sharon Cole
12 Tom and Lucia deSocio
16 Peter and Connie Schwartzman Smith
17 Adam and Johanna Colson
19 Phil and Debbie Harris
22 Dave and Vicki O’Hara
  Eugene and Rebecca Slagle
24 Jack and Susan Gill
26 Steve and Suzanne Roberts
30 Marshall and Alexandra Wile


