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A challenging year is ending,
but its lessons will stay with us

Millie Garner and Courtney Pearson enjoyed being part of the taping of the children’s 
Christmas Pageant which will air on Christmas Eve at the 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. services.

Continued on page 2

Christmas story
The children of the 
church brought love, 
hope and Christmas 
cheer to many with a 
dramatic telling of the 

Christmas story presented online 
to keep the performers, production 
crew and audience safe. See page 6.

Advent devotions
Tom Tower, chair of 
the church’s Board 
of Trustees, has 
written a wonderful 
little devotional 

guide for the 12 days of Christmas. 
The booklet is intended to provide 
a deeper understanding of the 
miraculous events that took place 
on and around the night Jesus was 
born. It’s available free of charge.
See page 10. 

Reaching out
This year saw great 
successes in the 
church’s Community 
Outreach program 
despite the special 

challenges.  See page 8.

Christmas Cards
The women of the 
church’s Faithbooking 
group produced 
hand-made Christmas 
cards. Many cards 

have been sent to local charitable 
organizations, but some are available 
for purchase.  See page 11.

Our church has come to the end of 
a challenging year -- a year in which 
we were forced to adapt to unwelcome 
new realities, testing our ability to 
adjust to uncomfortable, unfamiliar 
circumstances, and stretching our 
resolve to accomplish our mission of 
“making Christ known.”.

So, how did we do?

The record shows that, despite some 
initial confusion, doubt, and frustration, 
God has been glorified, spiritual needs 
have been met, the young have been 
nurtured, the hungry have been fed, and 
the Good News has been proclaimed. 
Even as we understand that the health 
crisis is not over, we enter 2021 with 

confidence that our strength in times of 
trouble is sufficient.

“The pandemic reminded me that 
even in times of uncertainty or darkness, 
God has called the church to be a light 
and to bring hope to the community,” 
said the Rev. Adam Colson, senior 
associate pastor.

“Our church is creative and adaptive,” 
he said. “The way we were able to bring 
our services and programs online at 
a remarkable quality and short time 
period impressed me greatly!”

In-person Sunday services were 
cancelled March 15 on 

If you falter in a time of trouble, how small is your strength! Proverbs 24:10, (NIV)
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A challenging year
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recommendations from health officials and state 
government. Within a very few weeks, the church leaders 
had stepped forward with the resources required to 
produce video worship services and offer them online. 
By Easter, the church’s faithful were worshiping with 
their families at home. By June strict safety precautions 
permitted the resumption of the Wednesday night 
communion service. By July small, carefully controlled 
groups were meeting at the church again on Sunday 
mornings.

“When the building could no longer be the hub of 
spiritual activity, the people were more than ready to 
be the church,” said the Rev. Jordan Medas, associate 
pastor. “You cannot stop God’s people from worshiping 
corporately and individually.”

Nor has our obligation to extend help to those in 
need been neglected. The church fed hungry children all 
summer, provided Thanksgiving dinners to families in 
distress and celebrated Christmas at a virus-safe holiday 
party for those among us with special needs.

Church leaders, in an informal survey, were unanimous 
in the belief that The Lake of the Woods Church 
demonstrated great resilience in the face of adversity. But 
it wasn’t easy.

“I think I speak for all of the staff when I say it has been 
exhausting, challenging, and sometimes even frustrating to 
completely change the ways we function as a church,” said 
Kevin Paxton, director of music.

Success would not have been possible without “an 
enormous amount of faith,” he said. “Faith in God 
foremost, but also faith in each other and ourselves.”

Mandy Robinson, director of the Children’s Ministry, 
said “persistent” is the word she would use to describe 

the staff’s response to the pandemic. “When stumbling 
blocks made events difficult, we all worked together and 
continued to ... bring God’s message,” she said.

When health officials advised against holding meetings 
indoors, the youth of the church congregated outside in 
the grassy field dubbed “the Knoll” near the lower parking 
lot. With the help of adult leaders, they erected a wooden 
cross high on a tree to serve as a focus of their worship.

John Higginbotham, youth minister, said the cross on 
the Knoll is for him a symbol of all that happened during 
2020.

“We learned to look to the cross for our hope,” 
Higginbotham said. “The disappointment in cancelled 
summer mission plans was traded for joy as many of our 
teens came to the faith. Though we could not travel, the 
Kingdom grew right in our midst.”

Barbara Crawford, a member of the church’s Board of 
Trustees,  said that from the beginning of the pandemic 
the church leadership took very seriously safety guidelines 
recommended by the Center for Disease Control. 
“Masking, social distancing and hand sanitation are now a 
normal part of church life,” she said. “A strong church life 
connection has been maintained because of the ability to 
broadcast Sunday services online to all people, especially 
those who have compromised health.”

The church’s outreach online, through video on 
YouTube and Facebook, which was hastily organized 
when in-person gatherings had to be cancelled, is widely 
expected to continue even after the pandemic is over.

“Online services ... have already proven themselves 
in reaching a global audience that expand the church’s 
mission,” said George Schneider, who works in the church 
office and serves as an usher during Wednesday and 
Sunday services.
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When I was growing up the stores didn’t put up their 
Christmas decorations until the day after Thanksgiving.  
Today we find them beginning earlier and earlier.  One 
store I visited this year had them up in July!  Obviously, 

many people want to make the com-
mercial side of Christmas last as long as 
possible.

But this leads to a strange dislocation 
of the sacred side of the season.

Last month we talked about the mean-
ing of Advent: a time of anticipation and 

preparation.  Advent is almost entirely eclipsed now by be-
ginning to focus on Christmas even before Thanksgiving.

And strangely, our secular observance of Christmas ends 
abruptly with the opening of the last gift on Christmas 
morning.  All the stores announce their “After Christmas 
White Sales” the next day.

In those churches that are guided by a liturgical calendar, 
Christmas doesn’t begin until midnight on December 24.  
It continues for the next twelve days – until the Epiphany, 
the “revealing” or the “showing forth” of what God has 
done in coming among us as a Baby born in Bethlehem.  
Epiphany celebrates the visit of the Magi, the “Wise Men,” 
who traveled great distances following what they perceived 
to be an extremely unusual “star” announcing the birth of 
the King of the Jews.  (My own hunch is that it was either 
a comet or a rare conjunction of planets.)

The visit of the Magi was proof that Jesus had come not 
only for the Jews, but for all people everywhere; that is 
what Epiphany “revealed.”

By the way, scripture nowhere says there were three of 
them!  It says they brought three gifts, with profound sym-
bolic meaning.  Gold was the symbol of kingship.  Frank-
incense was “holy to the Lord” – a symbol of continual 
praise, and myrrh was associated with embalming.  “Glori-
ous now, behold him arise: King, and God, and Sacrifice.”

12 Days of Christmas

From the senior pastor

So, on the liturgical calendar, Christmas is not a day.  It 
is a season, the shortest of the seasons, but in many ways 
the most important.  Because without Christmas we 
would have no reason to celebrate any of the other seasons 
at all.

Tom Tower, Chair of our Board of Trustees, has written 
a wonderful little devotional guide for these special twelve 
days.  He has made copies available in the Narthex and the 
Gathering Place – free of charge, as his gift to the church.  
Please pick one up and use it.

You might enjoy greeting people with a “Merry Christ-
mas” during the twelve days from December 25 through 
January 5.  When they respond, “Christmas is over,” you 
can say, “No, it isn’t!” and share with them the importance 
of these nearly two weeks.

A blessed Christmas Season to all of you,
   My love to you in Jesus,
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Continued on page 5

Board of Elders

Congregation elects leadership and approves 
budget at its annual meeting on December 13

Three incumbents and one first-timer were elected 
to The Lake of the Woods Church’s Board of Elders 
December 13, when the church’s membership met for its 
annual business meeting.

The Board of Elders is the governing body for the church 
and sets policy for the church’s administration.

Elders David Blackistone, William Fetzer and Maurice 
Moody received new three-year terms and Kristin Ulrey 
was selected to a three-year term for the first time.

In addition, Roland Hamilton was elected to replace 
Vicki O’Hara as treasurer for a one-year term, and Pamela 
Shaver was elected to replace Chuck Handy as assistant 
treasurer for a two-year term. Chuck received a server 
award for his contribution as the assistant treasurer.

John Bell was elected to a second three-year term on the 
Board of Trustees.

Three members were selected for one-year terms on the 
Nominating Committee, which will recommend new 
officers at the next annual meeting in December 2021. 
They are Laurie Knights, Chuck Handy and Tim Hall.

Tim Hall was recognized at the meeting for his service 
as Elder for Young Families and Children.

Board Chairman Moody praised Vicki O’Hara for 
her long service as treasurer and as a trustee.  He said 
the Board had relied on her remarkable skill and timely 
response to their needs. 

Child Care Center Director Belinda Divelbiss retired 
in September and was recognized for her contributions 
as a founding member of the center and for serving as its 
only director for 25 years.  The Center’s assistant director, 
Tracy Dodson, was also commended for her 15 years of 

dedicated service to the Child Care Center that ended in 
September. 

The congregation unanimously approved a balanced 
budget for 2021 of $1,066,729, which includes a 1.3 
percent cost-of-living adjustment for all church employees. 

The work of Music Director Kevin Paxton, specifically 
the church’s on-line programming, was praised by 
members of the congregation for its professional quality.

2021 LOWC Board of Elders

Bud Moody, Chairman
Wayne Thompson, Admininistration and Budget

Sparky Watson, Adult Education
Deryl Scott, Building and Grounds
Bill Fetzer, Community Outreach
Lee Merrell, Congregational Care

David Blackistone, Missions
Dan Schofield, Worship

Kristen Ulrey, Young Families
Shannon Smith, Youth

2021 LOWC Board of Trustees

Tom Tower, Chairman
John Bell, Trustee

Barbara Crawford, Trustee

Roland Hamilton, Treasurer
Ted Gregg, Asst. Treasurer

Diane Rivenburg, Asst. Treasurer
Pam Shaver, Asst. Treasurer



5

“I sense that when we all get vaccinated the in-person 
services will come roaring back,” said Bill Fetzer, a 
member of the Board of Elders, “although it is convenient 
to watch the (online) services in pajamas while enjoying a 
hot cup of coffee.” In addition, he said, video services can 
be backed up and viewed again if you miss a point.

For those reasons, Fetzer said, the church will continue 
to provide the video versions of the services for the 
foreseeable future and may even consider expanding the 
online program to include live streaming so that members 
of the congregation who are homebound, deployed 
overseas or in Florida during the winter may participate in 
worship.

In review, the church has learned lessons from the 
hardships of 2020 that will make us stronger and more 
effective in the years ahead:

• We are highly resilient and capable of finding   
 creative solutions to problems.
• A nice building is a valuable resource, but it’s   
 not the real church.
• Social engagement and corporate worship are   
 irreplaceable.
• New media offer great potential for expanding   
 our reach into the community and the world.   
 Online is here to stay.

“As a body of believers, we have remained steadfast 
in our commitments and loyal to our Savior’s great 
commission,” said Elder Deryl Scott. “The pandemic has 
given me affirmation of my need to totally depend on my 
Lord and Savior. We have God’s word that nothing can 
separate us from his love.”

A challenging year
Continued from page 2

Board of Elders
Continued from page 4

Youth Director John Higginbotham and Children’s 
Ministry Director Mandy Robison were cited for their 
work with teenagers and young children.

As part of his closing comments, Dr. John W. Howe, 
senior pastor, acknowledged the church staff as an 
extraordinary team of co-workers and thanked them and 
their families for sharing them with the church.

“I am concluding the fifth year of my time as your senior 
pastor,” he said “I want to thank the Board of Elders 
and all of you for giving me this privilege.  After more 
than a half century of ordained ministry, I feel a bit like 
the steward at the wedding party in Galilee when Jesus 
changed the water into wine.  He marveled that while 
most people serve the good wine first, Jesus had saved the 
best for last.”
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This year’s Christmas Eve pageant, like many other 
important events of 2020, had to be reinvented.  But 
during these anxious times the children, youth, staff and 
members of The Lake of the Woods Church brought 
love, hope, and Christmas cheer to many during the video 
rehearsals, and they will most certainly bring great joy to 
those who watch online. 
 

The children met on Wednesday, December 9, to be 
featured as the “Socially Distanced Christmas Choir.”  
Dressed in their Christmas pj’s, Santa hats, and masks, the 
children were videoed singing traditional Christmas carols 
that will be featured in the program.  

A socially distanced performance ensues

With the children’s song video segments completed, 
the teens and adults of the church gathered on Saturday, 
December 12, to video the rest of this year’s Christmas 
Eve pageant, titled “A Socially Distanced Christmas.”  

The story of a socially distanced Christmas pageant 
shadows a children’s pastor as she strives to create a virtual 
Christmas program using only the Zoom application. 
The program is a creative twist on the retelling of “The 
Christmas Story.” It takes place during the present time 
and finds humor in today’s experiences and frustrations in 

Children’s Christmas Eve pageant brings 
hope and joy to the Advent season

connecting with others online.  It also focuses on the true 
meaning of the Christmas Season and the eternal life that 
Jesus, God’s son, offers to all believers in him.  Everyone 
involved with the Christmas pageant is very excited to 
share the message and the hope that our Savior brings to 
us, especially this Christmas. 

 
The pros wrap the gift of joy

A special and heartfelt thanks goes to Gil Elvgren 
and Donna Blackistone for their theatrical talent.  They 
helped make this year’s virtual Christmas pageant so 
very special.  We are also grateful to Kevin Paxton for 
his video expertise and Kathy Pellegreen for her amazing 
piano music.  Lastly, thanks to John Higginbotham for his 
photography and leadership in bringing all generations of 
the church together to share the message of God’s most 
precious gift to all. 

Back row:
Jarrett Fulcher, Gil Elvgren, Lily Williams, Jesse Owens, 
Lilly Higginbotham, Travis Bridgham, Zebedee Bowers, 
Brennan Hall, Donna Blackistone, Landon Williams

Front row: 
Mandy Robinson, Miridia Bowers, Willow Higginbotham

Mandy Robinson is assisting Lilly Higginbotham with her 
costume for the Christmas pagenant.
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ThriVe women’s ministry is life-affirming
for families throughout Central Virginia

Prayer for Missions

Our Gracious Heavenly Father, you hold all life as 
precious. We ask you to cradle, guard and protect 
those most innocent and defenseless among us 
who are still in their mothers’ wombs. We thank 
you for the work of the ThriVe Women’s Health-
care of Central Virginia in preserving the lives of 
these little ones whom our Lord Jesus Christ invit-
ed to come to him. We ask it in his name. Amen.

Missions

ThriVe Women’s Healthcare of Central Virginia is a life-
affirming Christian ministry dedicated to helping women, 
teens and families in crisis pregnancies.  The Orange center 
is one of four centers serving nine counties and the city of 
Charlottesville to provide women with no cost services 
and to share the love of Christ.  

ThriVe’s mission is to engage and impact the lives of 
those facing crisis pregnancies or who have engaged in 
risky sexual behavior. The ministry offers hope and shares 
truth through free, confidential and non-judgmental 
education, provides medical services including STI/
STD testing and ultrasounds, and offers material aid with 
support grounded in God’s transforming love.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, ThriVe has remained 
open.  The resources to serve patients continued and 
lives of children were saved.  In 2020, ThriVe introduced 
online education classes related to birth, motherhood and 
child development.  Services and resources provided by 
ThriVe, ranged from sexual risk avoidance education to 
post-abortion Bible studies. All services were provided 
at no cost to ThriVe clients.  These resources, blessed by 
God, were provided through many churches, countless 
volunteers, supernatural blessings, and local businesses.   

Receiving no governmental assistance, ThriVe 
hosted many fundraising events to support these 
programs that uphold the sanctity of human life.                                                                                                                                            
                               

ThriVe was able to provide:

• HOPE for women, men and their families facing 
 issues of unintended pregnancy.
• HELP through free and confidential counseling, 
 education, medical services and adoption referrals.
• HEALTH by empowering individuals in making 
 the choice for self-controlled, healthy lifestyles.
• HEALING through physical, emotional, and 
 spiritual support.

Please remember ThriVe Women’s Healthcare of Central 
Virginia in your prayers. Pray for: 

• New partners to come alongside the ministry as it 
 grows to offer medical services.
• Connections with clients continue to be an avenue 
 to share the Gospel throughout their pregnancy. 
• Spiritual and physical protection for the Centers, 
 staff and clients.
• God’s church to provide the resources to protect  

 the unborn and to reach souls.
• Life assured for every baby.  
• Hope renewed for every family. 
• Lives transformed through Jesus Christ.
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Community Outreach
Outreach ministries finished strong in 2020; 
More services will be offered in new year

Continued on page 9

MOPS moms Mia Smith, Kristen Ulrey, Andrea Leon, 
Wendy Carannante, Jenny Chinault, Pat Ericksen and 
Amanda James wrap the foster children’s Christmas gifts.

When Pastor Colson delivered one present to a little 
foster girl to unwrap early, she opened it and jumped up 
and down, overcome with pure delight shouting, “My 
teddy bear, my teddy bear! This is just what I asked for!”    

Clinic to add new dental services 
 

The Living Water Community Clinic, a free medical 
clinic for uninsured adults, has remained open during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, accepting new patients and 
welcoming new volunteers and medical providers to serve 
the community.  Additionally, a free dental clinic has been 
planned to open soon. 

Clinic executive director, Debbie McInnis, said, “Two 
dental operatories and an (equipment) sterilization area 
for the new Dental Clinic are on order, and we are waiting 
for them to arrive and be installed.  We look forward to 
being able to open and treat our (dental) patients after the 
first of the year.”

The annual Trees of Life Gala held this year was quite 
different.  A virtual event with video testimonies and a 
silent auction helped to raise over $27,000 for the clinic.

All community outreach ministries at The Lake of the 
Woods Church adapted well to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
Following safety guidelines issued by the Center for 
Disease Control, the church and outreach teams 
responded to meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual 
needs of the church, the Lake of the Woods community, 
and the surrounding area. 

Many outreach programs moved online to Zoom, 
YouTube and Facebook to reach church families. Online 
programs have reached many more people at home who 
would not have had the opportunity to participate in 
person under normal circumstances. 
  

New leadership for Foster Care 

In November, the church welcomed Ernie (Stone) 
Leighty as the new Ministry Steward for the Foster Care 
ministry.  Stone and his wife, Dawn, are experienced 
school educators and have been members of the church 
since 2017. Stone will lead this ministry team that will 
ensure foster parents receive training for nurturing and 
raising at-risk foster children.  

 
Stone commented that, “God calls us to look after 

the widows and fatherless. I have been so richly blessed 
by God in my life, and I enjoy community outreach 
ministries where I can give back to God’s people.  In 
addition to educating children, my gifts are leadership and 
organization.  I am drawn to help kids who face difficult 
challenges, so foster family care is a good fit for me.”

This year the Foster Family Christmas Party was 
canceled due to COVID.  The MOPS and MOMSnext 
groups (mothers of preschoolers and mothers of school 
aged children) organized and wrapped the gifts, and 
generous donors stepped forward to provide bicycles and 
helmets to all the children for delivery to the children’s 
home.   
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Ministries finish strong in 2020
Continued from page 8

Nathan Hileman enjoys dinner provided by Mama’s 
restaurant during RISE Christmas celebration.

Boy Scouts continue lofty journey to Eagle

In November, the scouts of Troop 197 participated 
in a two-night camping outing. Social distancing was 
maintained throughout the weekend.  Several of the 
younger scouts completed requirements for advancement 
in rank while the older scouts continued to work on 
merit badge completion. Incoming Webelos (cub scouts) 
were introduced to the adventures of scouting during 
Saturday afternoon camping activities.  The scouts’ annual 
Christmas Wreath Sale was a great success.

The December Court of Honor was held outdoors.  
During the ceremony six scouts were recognized for 
advancing in rank, and all scouts were awarded merit 
badges.  Assistant Scoutmaster, Chris Browning, 
remarked, “Despite COVID, all the scouts are continuing 
their journey to Eagle.”  

Feeding ministry provided thousands of meals

In a normal year, the feeding ministry cooks and serves 
over 1,500 meals at the Brisben Center for homeless 
families.  Because of COVID-19, outside organizations 
were restricted from serving meals at the center.  Instead, 
the church donated funds to the center to offset meal 
costs. 

In March, the church launched the Outside the Box 
ministry, providing over 37,000 meals to families in 
the Orange County community. In November, the 
Thanksgiving Baskets ministry provided 90 food gift cards 
to local ministry partners. Dozens of turkeys and gift cards 
were given to help families and clinic patients.

Home Helps served many in 2020 

COVID restrictions eliminated the church’s two 
major Home Helps weekends. However, the ministry 
was busier than previous years assisting church members 
and neighbors throughout the year with emergency and 
routine home repairs.  The smaller crews completed 67 
projects for homeowners who needed extra assistance.  

Special needs adults celebrate Christmas 

The RISE (Religious Instruction for Special Education) 
friends and their sponsors celebrated Christmas much 
differently this year.  Meeting under socially distanced 
precautions in Friendship Hall, a small group dined 
on their favorite take-out meals provided by Mama’s 
restaurant, exchanged gifts and listened as Pastor Colson 
told them, “God created you special.”
 

Want to know more?

We look forward to 2021 with the hope of an effective 
vaccine. In the coming year many of the community 
outreach ministries anticipate the ability to provide new 
services to assist those in need. 

For more information about these outreach ministries 
or how to donate or volunteer, visit the church website, 
lowchurch.org/community-missions-outreach, or contact 
the church office at 540-972-9060. 
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Advent is upon us, and the hectic pace of Christmas 
demands your attention. When Christmas finally arrives, 
you might take a few days (12 actually) to decompress 
and reflect on the deeper meaning of Christmas.  You 
can do just that with a brief devotional (revised edition) 
by Tom Tower.  It might change your view of the Twelve 
Days of Christmas song with its barrage of gifts that “My 
True Love Gave to Me.”  In this booklet, you will find the 
spiritual meaning behind those twelve gifts and reflect 
on the Christmas story through twelve spiritual lessons. 
These include Mary, Joseph, the Wise Men, the Shepherds, 
Heavenly Hosts, and more.  Pick up a copy at the church 
Welcome Center today. 

To have a copy delivered to you, please call Tom at 
(540-972-5807) and leave a message with your name and 
address, or E-mail Tom at trtower@verizon.net.    

Twelve days of
Christmas 

A Daily Devotional for the Season of Christmas
(December 25 – January 5)

By Tom Tower

Madonna and Child
Marianne Stokes, 1908

www.freechristmasimages.org

Visitation Ministry

2nd Half of Life Bible Study
This class, for people aged 60 and over, meets first 

and third Thursday at 1 p.m. in the Charter Room. 
Space is limited to 12 people and social distancing 
will be observed. Please wear a mask when you come. 
Contact Mike Lemay to sign up at 540-972-9060.

Grief Share and Divorce Care
New sessions of these programs will start up again 

in March. To register online go to  www.divorcecare.
org  or www.griefshare.org   Contact the office for 
more information. 

Walk with Hope - Cancer Support Group
Navigating cancer care is a difficult journey that no 

one should have to do alone. Cancer care ministry 
brings hope to those who have been impacted by 
cancer. The group meets every 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 2:00 on Zoom. Please join us for Bible 
discussion and other topics related to a cancer 
journey.

Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

 Doris Barnes   Charlie Bocook 
 Nina Bucelli   Rick Coover   

 Betty Larson  Cheryl Lewis   
 Dave O’Hara  Ruth Poch  
 Selena Rave  Jack Ruther
 
Please remember those in our congregation that have 
gone to be with the Lord, and keep their family  in 
your prayers: 
  

 Dick Berra  Squire Brooks 
 Helen Desarmeaux Barbara Rueckert   
 Hunter Williams
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“For to us a Child is born... the Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6

The Faithbooking group of The Lake of the Woods 
Church has made beautiful Christmas cards this year to 
brighten the days of our church shut-ins.  The focal point 
of the 2020 card design is the Holy Family creche placed 
on the Sanctuary altar each Christmas week.  Each card 
has a scripture and is highlighted with gold foil. Elaine 
Sopko, Patty Bell, and Linda Merrell created this year’s 
Christmas designs.

The gold foil sentiment of “Peace, Love, and Joy” on the 
inside delivers the promise of our Savior’s birth, life, and 
resurrection. The group has also made and sent religious 
cards to various charitable organizations for distribution.

Faithbooking workshops are held in Friendship 
Hall every 2nd and 4th Thursdays between 9 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m.  Led by Nancy Bowles, the group works on 
personal scrapbook albums of various themes, which 
include scriptures, prayers, journaling, and meaningful 
embellishments.  Sessions involve teaching techniques, 
sharing ideas and tools, individual work on personal 
projects, and breaking for a bag lunch and fellowship.   
Often group projects are created to enhance the church’s 
ministry outreach activities.     

Faithbooking shares the Advent message

The beautiful hand-made Christmas cards feature our 
sanctuary’s traditional floral setting for the Holy Family.

Want to know more?
       
If you are interested, please contact Nancy Bowles, 

540-972-9593 or any of the following members:  Patty 
Bell, Linda Merrell, Toni Hamblet, Connie Schwartzman, 
Tracy Higginbotham, Alison Merrell, Elaine Sopko, or 
Jane Ulrey.  Anyone is welcome to “drop-in” beginning in 
January to observe and learn about the projects. 

Elaine Sopko, Patty Bell, and Linda Merrell created the 
Faithbooking Christmas cards.
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1 Mary Ryan
2 John Sawyer
3 Mandy Robinson
 Scott Bowman
4 Debbie Harris
5 Bruce Killian
6 Jack Ruther
9 Tanya Hall
10 Donna Blackistone
12 Adam Colson
15 Bill Hutt
16 Carolyn Zachies
 Jim Moore
18 Harold Pellegreen
 Martha Sukites
 Marty Poch
 Pete Brown
19 Carl Cornwell

20 Charlie Bocook
 Christine Wagoner
 Kyle Helsel
21 Mark Strickler
22 Mike Lemay
23 Gerald Baker
24 Iris Thompson
25 Ron Swarthout
26 Ron Morris
27 Lora Wood
28 Jane Gullickson
29 Barbara Farmer
30 Kevin Paxton
 Mary “Lou” 
     Redenbo
31 Bryson   
     Higginbotham
 Gordon Klooster

Birthdays

Anniversaries
6 Wesley Seaman and Barbara Crawford
13 Gary and Lynn Duley
16 Bill and Gloria Hutt
 Matt and Carrie Bernd
19 Marvin and Bonnie Snoddy
22 Bud and Vera Moody
31 Robert and Mary Ann Hamilton


