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Advent: The first season of the 
church year begins November 29

Advent candles light the way to the Christmas season in the Sanctuary.

Continued on page 2

Sharing our bounty
Many families in 
our area are facing 
economic hardships this 
Thanksgiving holiday 
season because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

This gave new urgency to the church’s 
annual Thanksgiving basket program. 
Still, God provided. See page 7.

Pointing to God
As a teacher, group 
leader and musician, 
Jesse Owens has 
influenced so many of 
the young people at 

church to accept Jesus as their savior. 
Yet, he insists, the glory belongs 
not to him, but to God. See page 4. 

Annual meeting
It’s time again for 
church members to 
meet to select new 
leaders and transact 

the important business of the church. 
The meeting is Dec. 13.  See page 2.

O Holy Night
Christians will want 
to gather together 
on Christmas Eve to 
celebrate the birth 
of Jesus. The Church 

will offer five in-person services and 
an on-line service on this holiest of 
nights. See page 5.

The word “advent” comes from the 
Latin word, adventus, meaning the 
coming, or the coming to, or the coming 
into being or into view.  And in the 
Christian Church the season of Advent 
is unlike any other, because we celebrate 
two comings of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The first was when he came among us 
at Christmas, as a Babe in a manger in 
Bethlehem.  The second is when “he will 
come again to judge the living and the 
dead,” as the Apostles’ Creed puts it.

The Hebrew Scriptures (our Old 
Testament) promised a Messiah, a Savior 
from God, who would save his people 
from their sins.  But it said seemingly 
contradictory things about him.

On the one hand, he would be a 
victorious King, who ushers in an eternal 

kingdom of peace and righteousness.  
On the other, he would be a Suffering 
Servant who would take his people’s sins 
upon himself and die in their place.

How could one person possibly be and 
do both of these things?

Avi Brickner, who was raised as an 
orthodox Jew, who embraced Jesus as his 
Savior, and became a Baptist minister, 
gave this illustration: Two mountains, 
far in the distance, may appear to be 
side-by-side.  But when you finally 
approach the first one you discover that 
the second is still miles down the road.

Similarly, the prophets of old looked 
down the corridors of history and saw 
these two comings as if they were so 
close together that it was impossible to 
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Advent
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Continued from page 1 Visitation Ministry

2nd Half of Life Bible Study
This class, for people age 60 and over, is beginning 

a new study on Who’s Who in the Bible. The Bible 
study meets the first and third Thursday at 1 p.m. in 
the Charter Room. Space is limited to 12 people and 
social distancing will be observed. Please wear a mask 
when you come. Contact Mike Lemay to sign up at 
540-972-9060.

Divorce Care
A new session of DivorceCare will start on March 

2, 2021 at 7 p.m.  To sign up go to www.divorcecare.
org  or contact paulette@lowchurch.org for more 
information. 

GriefShare
A new session of GriefShare will begin on March 1, 

2021. Meetings are held in the Founder’s Room at 7 
p.m.

Walk with Hope - Cancer Support Group
Navigating cancer care is a difficult journey that no 

one should have to do alone. Cancer care ministry 
brings hope to those who have been impacted by 
cancer. The group meets every 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 2:00 on Zoom. 

Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Charlie Bocook Nina Bucelli
Rick Coover  Betty Larson
Cheryl Lewis Dave O’Hara 
Ruth Poch  Selena Rave
Jack Ruther  Hunter Williams

disentangle them.  He said, “I’m sure they puzzled over the 
things they themselves predicted and wondered how they 
could both come to pass.”

It was only when Jesus came to live among us, only 
when he did suffer and die on our behalf, and only when 
he promised that he will surely come again, in power and 
great glory, that we began to make sense of it.

So, during the season of Advent, we look back to the 
stories surrounding Jesus’ first coming, and we look 
forward to the promise of his Return.

We will be celebrating Advent this year by revisiting 
the great events that led up to that Silent and Holy night 
when God took on human flesh and invaded history in the 
person of his Son.  And we will be on alert for the Day he 
has promised, the great Second Coming.
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When I was a youngster my Dad’s best friend was a man 
named Les Higgins.  And Les took a special interest in me.  
He became what the psychologist Eric Erickson used to 

call an “adult guarantor” – a grown-up 
whose example and friendship helped 
a child think well of growing up.  I 
thought of him as “my best friend,” too.

Les was the only one of my father’s 
friends who smoked a pipe.  And some-
how, I talked my parents into allowing 

me to have one, too.  When Les would visit he would al-
ways light his pipe, and then drop the spent match into my 
pipe so I could get one brief taste of its smoky aftermath.

Les and my Dad would sit talking and laughing into the 
wee hours, and I would sit listening until it was my bed-
time, laughing with them – even though I usually didn’t 
really understand what they were laughing about.

And then, when I was twelve, Les was ill.  And he got 
worse.  And he was gone.  Just before Christmas.

It was the first-time death had touched my life.

At his funeral, the pastor said something I have never 
forgotten: “Christmas will be a little sadder this year be-
cause of this day.  But how much sadder this day would be 
were it not for Christmas.”

2020 has been one of the very worst years most of us can 
remember.  And one of the saddest parts has been that we 
cannot have proper funerals for the many folks we have 
lost in recent months.  Happily, we are finally able to begin 
accommodating the families who have had to be “on hold” 
in this regard.

Christmas this year

From the senior pastor

Just this morning, as I write this, we lost another faithful 
member of the Lake of the Woods Church, and I’m hop-
ing we can schedule the celebration of his life very soon.

To his dear family, and to all who have lost loved ones in 
2020, I want to say: “Christmas will be a little sadder this 
year because of these losses.  But how much sadder these 
losses would be were it not for Christmas.

  My love to you in Jesus,



4

Jesse Owens challenges teens and leaders 
to share the Gospel and change the world

Jesse Owens addresses LOWC teens at a Sunday morning 
service, before COVID-19 requirements and masks.

Youth Ministry

How did you first get involved in The Lake of the 
Woods Church youth ministry, and how has your time 
serving the teens affected you?

As a teen, I was never involved in youth ministry, so 
my first exposure came as a worship leader for Teen Camp 
in 2015. That week I experienced God move me and use 
me in a way that challenged the foundation upon which I 
was building my life. As a small business owner, restaurant 
manager and student of finance at George Mason 
University, my whole life was about building businesses 
and wealth. I came home from the camp keenly aware that 
my life would never be the same. I abandoned the sand 
castle I was building for his eternal kingdom.  Now, five 
years later, I am pointing teens to God’s will for their lives 
through the very ministry that pointed me to his will for 
mine. 

Consistently, we see 30 or more young souls receive 
Christ through our teens’ summer missions efforts.  
What leads to this success?

Daily, we minister the Gospel to teens through social 
media and relationship building. Weekly, we challenge 
teens with the Gospel through Higher Grounds ministry 
and Youth Group. Annually, we require 40-plus hours 
of intense Gospel training through Christian Youth In 
Action/Kingdom Builders and Winter Missions Retreat 
before sending them into the world to share the Gospel.

 

How has COVID affected youth ministry from your 
perspective?

Admittedly, in April my perspective was that of lost 
opportunity. Yet, as I reflect on nine and a half months of 
restricted ministry, I see teens returning who have grown 
in intimacy with their Savior and appreciation for their 
church as they have been forced to reckon with that which 
they had previously taken for granted. 

Those who attended the recent baptisms were deeply 
moved.  Can you give us a little of the backstory to this 
powerful move of God?

Saturday, August 22, was the eve of our first in-
person service after 24 weeks of online ministry. John  
Higginbotham was set to preach Peter’s Pentecost sermon 
the next morning, but that night, teens and leaders came 
together to ask the Holy Spirit to move through our 
ministry in the way he had moved through 3,000 on the 

Jesse Owens, teacher, group leader, and musician, is 
invested in the discipleship of the teenagers of The Lake of 
the Woods Church. When asked if he could be featured in an 
article in CrossCurrents, Jesse answered, “That doesn’t feel 
right to me. I am part of a team of people who love Jesus.  It’s 
not about me; it’s about him.”

Youth Minister John Higginbotham conducted this inter-
view with Jesse:

Continued on page 5
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day of Pentecost.  Praise be to God, he did! Not only 
then, but in subsequent weeks. Every week, we celebrated 
another teen who had either surrendered his or her life to 
Jesus or professed a desire for baptism. We have continued 
to meet for prayer every Saturday since then, and I invite 
you to join us. 

 
Can you tell us about the current preaching series at 

the Teen Higher Grounds Service and how it relates to 
family discipleship?

The series is entitled “All In” and is an expositional 
study through the Book of Acts. In an effort to tend to the 
family soil that has been producing fruit, currently we are 
paused in Acts 7, utilizing Stephen’s sermon as an outline 
for a 10-week Bible study through the Old Testament. 
This study is being written by the leaders with our teens 
specifically on our hearts. More than 25 teens and parents 
have committed to spending 35-40 minutes per day 
completing this study and discussing the lesson with their 
families. 

As a youth leader, how would you describe your team 
of adults?

I would describe them as eternal family. The unity 
that is built upon the cause of Christ is something that 
no sports team, sorority, or executive council could ever 
experience.  

 
What role does prayer play in the ministry?

Every Saturday, leaders and teens meet at 6:30 p.m. in 
Friendship Hall and seek the Lord for this ministry. I am 
convinced that any harvest we see comes directly from the 
throne of God.

How can we all be in prayer for you and the teens of 
our church?

Ask the Lord to protect our flock from evil, increase 
our boldness in Christ, enflame our hearts to service, and 
send us as a light to our community. May we continue to 
be in the middle of God’s will and shepherd well the flock 
which has been entrusted to us.

Continued from page 4
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Missions 
Secret heroes bring relief and deliver the Gospel 
to dangerous and remote regions of the world

Some missionaries supported by The Lake of the Woods 
Church have been called to bring relief and the Gospel 
to dangerous regions of the world, and their identities 
and locations cannot be posted on the internet.  Over 
the past ten months, one of our missionary families has 
experienced heightened levels of stress from an interna-
tional move to their country of service.  Civic unrest, an 
economic collapse with extreme price inflation, and the 
COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown exacer-
bates the situation.  Their story follows: 

“Where is our home?”

“The airport and all land borders have been closed for 
60+ days now.  Worldwide travel has mostly stopped ex-
cept for government flights to repatriate citizens.  In short, 
when all this started, we suddenly realized we couldn’t 
come ‘home’ easily.  That made us pause and consider 
where is home and where is our sense of security.  Is it in 
our American citizenship?  Do we feel safe because we can 
always get a ticket and fly to the US?  

“For us, our home and security has increasingly been de-
fined as wherever we are as a family with the Lord present.   
Praise God that each one of us in Christ, on a personal lev-
el, is never isolated from the Lord.  Only Jesus was isolated 
from His Father as he carried our shame on the cross.  And 
He has forever broken down the wall that stood between 
us and God, pulling every believer into an eternal and lov-
ing relationship with God.” 

The missionary family described above fills each day 
with Bible studies, prayer, picking up and distributing 
food, and counseling hurting people.  Additionally, the 
family is mentoring several local people in ministry. To 
help boost their capacity to respond to this local cri-
sis, they have launched a new project to supply food pack-
ages and provide other emergency aid to dozens of families 
in the region. 

How you can help

For missionaries around the world, the Covid-19 pan-
demic has caused great suffering, but it has also provided 
an explosion of ministry opportunities.  Please pray for 
these frontline heroes: 

• For provision of additional resources as they 
supply food packages and other assistance to 
local inhabitants. 

• For protection and blessings for those they dis-
ciple and the national leaders with whom they 
work. 

• For encouragement, strength and rest as their 
families cope with stress and uncertainty. 
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Community Outreach

 This year the Thanksgiving Baskets ministry was quite 
different than expected. The original plan was to assemble 
and deliver hundreds of Thanksgiving meals to assist 
families in the surrounding communities.  Forecasts of food 
shortages limited the availability of bulk ordering from local 
suppliers, and the uncertainty of COVID-19 restrictions 
on gatherings caused the organizers to revamp the large 
outreach program. Instead, hundreds of food gift cards were 
provided to local ministry partners and area food banks by 
generous donors.  Despite the forecasts of food shortages, 
the church was able to obtain over three dozen turkeys.  
Turkeys and food gift cards were provided to assist church 
families, neighbors and Living Water Community Clinic 
patients who were struggling financially.  One single mother 
explained, “The Thanksgiving Basket gift is a blessing for 
my family because I was unexpectedly laid off from my job.”  
This desperately needed food assistance was made possible 
by the generosity of members of The Lake of the Woods 
Church.  

Special needs adults learn about the sacraments 

Happily, the Religious Instruction for Special Education 
(RISE) adults rejoined us for in-person services in October 
and are once again meeting weekly in a socially-distanced 
class setting.  The RISE adults are currently receiving a 
uniquely designed course developed and provided by The 
Rev. Adam Colson.  Tactile-kinesthetic teaching (object 
touch) methods enable special needs students to learn 
and better understand the importance of basic Christian 
sacraments during worship services.  This course of 
instruction will be completed early next year and will lead to 
the RISE adults’ confirmation into church membership at 
The Lake of the Woods Church.

    
Good News Clubs restart online 

The “good news” is that the Good News Clubs (GNC) 
debuted in early November with 20-30-minute Good News 
Club lessons professionally produced by Child Evangelism 
Fellowship.  These lessons, with introductions by the church 

Thanksgiving baskets ministry provides relief 
to local families needing food assistance 

GNC teachers, are available on YouTube through the 
church website, lowchurch.org.  New lessons premier every 
Tuesday at 3 p.m.  

Chaplains continue to serve the community while 
learning new skills

Caring for the spiritual needs of the community, the 
church chaplaincy team has continued to serve on the front 
lines of church ministry during the pandemic.  Throughout 
the year, chaplains assisted with the Outside the Box food 
ministry that provided thousands of meals for hungry 
families.  They also participated in local mission areas 
including the Living Water Community Clinic, church 
services, visitation ministry, prison ministry, scouting and 
wherever chaplain services were needed.  Currently, the 
chaplains are taking a 12-14 week, higher level course, led 
by The Rev. Adam Colson, to further develop and sharpen 
their chaplaincy skills in meeting the spiritual needs of the 
community. 
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1 Linda Rupard
2 Sarah B. Goodrich
3 Lois Bailey
 Tracey DeMarco
4 Warren Hamblet
 Ruth Poch
 Jennifer Lovell
 Joe McFadden
 Gladys Southern
6 Karen Cakouros
 Heather Naples
 Joan Schafer
7 Steve Dement
 James Hopkins
8 Tracey Williams
10 Edward F. Taylor
11 Janice Mackes
12 Janice Mincey
 Edward Rossi
14 Henry Triassi
 Holly Schwartz
 15 Gary Duley
 Jill Johnson

17 Douglas Rogers
18 Erlinda Wight
19 Ernie Leighty
20 Wendy Boheim
21 Wayne  
 Thompson
 Linda Vranken
 Janet Sanborn
23 Jackie Hill
 Robert Haring
25 Sally Reder
27 Alice Ann 
 Halverson
28 Daniel McGee
 Rosemary Mills
 Kathy Strickler
29 Sparky Watson
31 George Schneider
 Betty Collins
 Art Griggs
 Laura Handy

Birthdays

Anniversaries
1 Frank & Stacy Kalder
2 Richard & Monique Wright
3 Scott & Shannon Smith
5 Donald & Patricia Cope
8 Greg & Christine Leitz
12 Ray & Toni White
15 Roland & Janite Hamilton
16 Douglas & Denise Thompson
19 Randy & Robbie Royce
23 Warren & Toni Hamblet
29 Craig & Diohn Benedict
 Eddie & Vicki  Greenan
30 Robert & Joyce Haring

Prayer for Missions

Lord Jesus, you have commissioned us to proclaim 
your Gospel to the whole world, and you have sent 
our friends the Clarksons to work among Muslims. 
Give them hearts of compassion as they share your 
love in a difficult part of the world. Give them your 
own boldness to proclaim the Good News for your 
name’s sake. Amen.


