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Trunks full of sweet treats 
attract hundreds of local kids

Alena and Brenna Ulrey donned their princess costumes to participate in Trunk or 
Treat along with hundreds of other children.

Continued on page 2

As if 2020 hasn’t already been strange 
enough, hundreds of neighborhood 
children, dressed as pirates, princesses, 
clowns and super heroes, swarmed to the 
parking lot of The Lake of the Woods 
Church on October 30 looking for 
Halloween treats.

Under a glorious full moon gleaming 
through gray-blue clouds, automobiles 
lined up bumper-to-bumper along 
Church Lane just before dusk for the 
church’s annual Trunk-or-Treat event. 
Before long, the line had stretched 
around two sides of the parking lot and 
had spilled out onto Lakeview Parkway. 
The queue continued to grow until well 
past dark.

The COVID-19 pandemic -- a real-life 
Halloween monster -- forced organizers 
of the event to make some changes this 

year. Instead of walking from station to 
station to fill their goody bags, trick-or-
treaters rode through the parking lot 
and collected their loot through open 
car windows and hatchbacks. Candy and 
other treats were pre-packaged, so sticky 
fingers could not spread spooky viruses 
through the throng.

Treats -- hundreds of pounds of them 
-- had been donated by church members 
and friends. Church volunteers had 
sorted the goodies into individual bags 
earlier in the week.

“We had a lot of people donate candy,” 
said Adam Colson, senior associate 
pastor. “It wasn’t just church members. 
People in my neighborhood heard about 
it and have been dropping off bags of 
candy at my house for the past week.”

Golfers score big
The Fall Classic golf 
tournament broke 
records in support of 
youth missions. The 
golfers and sponsors 

collected more than $24,000 to 
help our youth spread God’s word 
throughout the community and the 
world. See page 4.

Trees of Life Gala
The lifesaving work 
of the Living Water 
Community Clinic, 
provides medical, 

dental and spiritual care to uninsured 
families in our area, will conduct its 
sixth annual Trees of Life Gala on 
Nov. 20.  See page 7.

Thanksgiving feasts
The church will 
assemble and distribute 
Thanksgiving dinners 
on Nov. 21 to families 

and individuals in our community 
who need food assistance.  Those 
wishing to support this effort can 
contribute money or time. 
See page 8.

Prayer for missions
The Missions 
Committee is planning 
a Day of Prayer on 
Nov. 7. You can 
participate both in 

person and online. See page 9.
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Trunks full of sweets
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Continued from page 1

Volunteers parked their vehicles, trunks agape, at 
socially distanced intervals across the macadam. Each 
was decorated with a Halloween theme and staffed with 
masked and costumed adults. Mandy Robinson, the 
church’s Children’s Ministry director, and volunteer 
Barbara Dornan shuttled supplies from the church to the 
stations, making sure that no one ran out of goodies to 
distribute.

In addition to sweets of all descriptions, the youngsters 
were given trinkets, pencils, information about the church, 
Bible verses and even small gospel tracts to remind them 
that their fears need not be faced alone -- not even on a 
dark night when it seemed as if ghosts and ghouls were 
everywhere.

Hand-made signs and arrows marked with colored chalk 
on the blacktop directed visitors up and down the rows of 
stations. One read, “Honk if you love Jesus!”

A disc jockey blasted out lively music throughout the 
evening, and a bright red inflatable air dancer busted 
moves to the beat as a bubble machine helped to create 
an atmosphere of enchantment. The scene was lit by the 
flashing lights of a fire engine from the Lake of the Woods 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Co. 

“It’s fun. It’s fun. It’s funny, fun, fun,” giggled young Ori 
Chinault, twirling in her powder-blue tutu.

Brothers Matthew and Jeffrey Suche offered the opinion 
that riding from station to station was a lot easier than 
trudging from house to house to ring doorbells.

Siblings Landon, Gavin and Savannah Hanley chattered 
excitedly as they waited their turn in line. “This is so fun!” 
exclaimed Landon, who was dressed as a pirate, one eye 
behind an eyepatch.

There was no official estimate of how many children 
had been served by the time the event had ended, but 

Cookie Monster eats his favorite item...chocolate chip cook-
ies, with Isla and Oriana Chenault.

Continued on page 12

Hundreds of children sported big smiles and clever cos-
tumes at the Trunk or Treat event.

organizers agreed that it was a record number. It seemed 
apparent that parents preferred to bring their young ghosts 
and goblins to a non-threatening, carefully controlled 
event rather than turning them loose to go house-to-house 
in these disquieting times.

“We offered the community a safe and positive 
alternative to trick-or-treating and provided an hour of 
hope and laughter sharing a time when families really need 
it,” said Pastor Colson.
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   “I am giving my advice; it is appropriate for you who be-
gan last year to do something, now finish doing it.”  

(2 Corinthians 8:10-11) 

The most complete discussion of stewardship in the 
Bible is found in St. Paul’s Second letter 
to the Corinthians, chapters eight and 
nine.  I want to underscore seven things 
he says about giving.

1) The attitude God commends to-
ward our support of his work is not that 
of giving “according to our means,” but 

that of giving “beyond our means;” actually “begging for 
the privilege” of doing so.  (2 Corinthians 8:3-4)

2) It begins with a wholehearted commitment of our-
selves to the Lord and to each other.  (8:5)

3) This is not a matter of earning our salvation.  (Thanks 
be to God; Jesus has done that for us!)  This is a matter of 
expressing it.  (8:8, 24)   We who have been given so very 
much by God have the joy and privilege of sharing it with 
others.

4) God promises to bless those who are lavish in their 
giving.  (9:6-7 & 10-12)

5) The purpose of wealth is two-fold: to provide for our 
own needs, and to enable us to share generously in blessing 
others.

6) Obedience and generosity in giving will do three 
things simultaneously.  It will return abundance to the 
giver.  It will bring glory to God.  And it will alleviate the 
needs of those who are its recipients.  (9:11-13)

Stewardship call 2020

From the senior pastor

7) It will also demonstrate both to brothers and sisters in 
the Church and to the outside world that our allegiance to 
Christ is genuine.  (8:24; 9:2)

During these last five years we have issued a “Steward-
ship Call” each November.  And the response of God’s 
people here at the Lake of the Woods Church has been 
deeply heartening.  During 2020 we have had to deal with 
unprecedented dynamics.  Some of our programs and min-
istries have had to be cut back or curtailed altogether.  But 
in some ways the needs of both our members and the folks 
in the surrounding community have been greater than 
ever, with many people out of work or on greatly reduced 
schedules.

Your generosity and faithfulness have enabled us to con-
tinue our ministry to the church family and to our neigh-
bors.  As we near the end of this strange and remarkable 
year, I am asking all of us to pray and dig deeply that our 
ministry and outreach in 2021 will be stronger than ever.

Let us give as generously as we have received.

  My love to you in Christ,
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2020 Fall Classic golf tournament breaks 
fundraising record, blesses youth missions

Miridia Bowers confirms that Barry Priddy wins the 2020 
putting contest.

Youth Ministry

Who doesn’t like breaking records when it comes to 
fundraising?  When the Fall Classic steering committee 
first weighed the idea of continuing the tournament 
despite Covid-19, the idea of surpassing benchmarks of 
years past was not even a thought.  The committee simply 
decided to step out in faith that the tournament would 
come out ahead.  People still love to golf.  People still love 
our teen missionaries.  If the tournament could make a 
little money it would be better than no money at all.

When giving crested the $24,000 mark, when three 
or more hole sponsor signs decorated every hole, and 
ninety-one golfers came out to play in the tournament, 
God’s deep blessing was felt on the teens of LOW Church 
and the eternal work that he has been calling them to 
do.  This was not simply fundraising.  God had given an 
opportunity for his people to give to a kingdom cause, and 
his people had answered!

The morning was crisp.  The sun was out.  Golfers 
had checked in and grabbed their Mama’s Subs for 
lunch on the course.  After introducing his daughter 
Lilly, Zebedee Bowers, and Miridia Bowers, Minister 
Higginbotham welcomed the crowd saying, “While we 
are here to enjoy a wonderful day of golf, we gather for a 
much greater cause: Sending teen missionaries to share 
the gospel with elementary-age students both here in 
our home community and abroad.”  Miridia then held 
the missions posters while Lilly explained the work the 
teen missionaries planned to do through Good News 
Across Sports, Vacation Bible School, and the mission to 
the Navajo community of Smith Lake in 2021 summer 
missions field.  Zebedee then opened the tournament in 
prayer, giving thanks for every golfer, every business, and 
every donor who God used to make the tournament a 
success.

The teen missionaries of LOW Church thank the Lord 
for the kindness and generosity of the many businesses 
and individuals who made the Fall Classic possible.  Their 

overwhelming support is a beautiful expression of their 
love towards young people who love the Lord and desire to 
do his work.  For this, they are truly grateful.

 
Thanks is given for the countless hours invested by the 

tournament steering committee, consisting of Shannon 
Smith, Wayne Thompson, Judith Thompson, Bob Stumpf, 
John Higginbotham, George Schneider, and Sparky 
Watson.  Also, thanks goes to the registration and logistics 
team consisting of Deb Keene, Kassia Bowers, Melanie 
Przybocki and many other volunteers from Lake of the 
Woods Church.  

 
A big thank you goes to Jessica Hewlett and the staff 

at the Fawn Lake Harbor Club for catering the event, as 
well as, Fawn Lake Golf Professionals Drew Falvey, Garrett 
Moore, and Brett Shifflett for their help in making this 
tournament a reality.   Plans are underway for the next Fall 
Classic Golf Fundraiser on September 27, 2021!
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Youth Elder, Shannon Smith, and Ministry Steward, Deb 
Keene in the act of  serving others with a joyful heart!

Team 18 consisting of Jan Macri, Joan Schulz, Lynn Man-
thei, Paula Williams and get ready to “hit the links.”

Lilly Higginbotham, Zebedee & Miridia Bowers explain how 
the funds raised help to offset the cost of youth missions. 
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Missions 

Medical clinic saves lives, buoys spirits
For... I was sick and you looked after me... (Matthew 25:36)

Prayer for Missions

Lord God, you commissioned us to heal the sick 
and bind up the broken-hearted; we give you 
thanks for the Living Water Community Clin-
ics, which bring medical, dental, emotional, and 
spiritual care to the uninsured in our community. 
Thank you for your faithful servants who provide 
this ministry each week. We pray that all who 
visit will experience your love, peace, and comfort 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Evidence of God’s miraculous and benevolent 
handiwork is manifest in the creation and sustainment of 
the Living Water Community Clinic (LWCC).  Medical 
professionals, spiritual counselors and volunteers gather 
each week at the free clinic located in the Locust Grove 
Commercial Center on Route 20.  The clinic provides free 
professional care to eligible uninsured individuals. The 
volunteer providers and staff of the LWCC are living out 
the Word of God, becoming the hands and feet of Jesus. 
The testimony of patients and clinic staff reflects heartfelt 
joy and thanksgiving. 

 
Acting on the vision of The Rev. Adam Colson in 

2015, the free medical clinic was created as an outreach 
mission of The Lake of the Woods Church in partnership 
with other like-minded churches, medical professionals, 
and organizations in the local community.  The vision 
was to assist hardworking people whose income and 
circumstances prevented them from obtaining basic 
medical care and professional counseling necessary in 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle.  

Clinic opens doors in just eight months 
Only eight months after deciding to move forward 

with a free clinic idea, generous donors stepped forward. 
Dedicated volunteers and church members worked hard 
to enable the clinic to meet all the requirements necessary 
to safely and effectively open.  Under the directorship of 
Debbie McInnis, the clinic rapidly ramped up to meet 
the medical needs of the community, adding volunteer 
staff and medical providers as the patient load steadily 
increased.  

The Living Water Community Clinic is governed by a 
board of directors, responsible for strategy, oversight, and 
accountability of the activities of the clinic.  The board 
members are fully invested in seeing that the mission of 
the clinic is accomplished.  Additionally, the clinic works 
with Mary Washington Healthcare, UVA Health System 
and specialist practices to refer critically ill patients who 
need more extensive treatment.  

Hundreds receive healing in body and mind
Since opening in May 2016, more than 1800 patient 

visits have been accommodated, with patients receiving 
basic medical care and spiritual counseling.  One patient 
recently stated, “As a patient of the clinic, I have received 
great care which included referral to a cardiac specialist.  
The Living Water Community Clinic took care of my 
bloodwork relative to the heart concern, the cost of the 
consultation with the cardiologist, follow-up with the 
cardiologist, costs of prescribed medications, and tests 
necessary to determine plan of care. I am thankful…”  

Debbie McInnis, the Director of the Living Water 
Community Clinic stated, “I was truly blessed when asked 
to be part of this great mission of serving our neighbors.  
For more than four years I’ve been part of a clinic 
providing excellent free medical, emotional and spiritual 
care to eligible uninsured people in our community.  I’ve 
been touched many times by the faces (and sometimes 
tears) of thankful patients.  I was so touched and joyful 
when one of our patients who was truly on the verge of 
possible death, received the medical attention she needed, 
and now has a managerial job, new home and health 
insurance.  I’m so proud to work with our volunteer 

Continued on page 7
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Living Water Clinic
Continued from page 6

providers, clinical staff and all volunteers who make such a 
difference in the lives of our patients and their families.”  

  
When the coronavirus pandemic hit in early 2020, 

the clinic quickly adapted to governmental guidelines to 
continue to serve an increasing number of patients caused 
by the slower economy.  The clinic remains open for any 
patient who needs to be seen.  All patients are pre-screened 
by telephone before appointments and seen under CDC 
guidelines.  No clinic patients have tested positive for 
COVID-19 or been sent for COVID-19 testing.  All 
safety protocols have been reviewed for the upcoming 
flu season, and the clinic is prepared to treat patients 
throughout the normally busy flu season.  In November, 
the clinic will implement a telemedicine capability to 
enable patients and providers to interact remotely when 
they are unable to meet in person for various reasons.   

Dental clinic stalled, now moving forward 
In 2018 after much discussion and prayer about the 

need for free dental care, it was decided that a dental 
clinic was essential to the health and wellbeing of many 
clinic patients.  The plan to add dental capability to 
the LWCC included moving the medical clinic spaces 
to accommodate additional examination rooms and 
equipping the dental clinic with three full operatories and 
a sterilization center.  

After more than a year of planning, fundraising, 
and remodeling, the dental clinic was in the final stage 
of development when COVID-19 caused the clinic 
management team to pause. Now, with funding for the 
equipment and outfitting of the new dental clinic space 
well over 50 percent completed, the dental clinic is moving 
forward.  Additional grants and donations will enable 
the dental clinic to fully open as soon as practicable.  
Meanwhile the Dental Director, Dr John Sellers, DDS, 
is actively ensuring that the clinic dental protocols and 
procedures are developed to comply with appropriate 
governmental health and safety guidelines. 

 
The need for volunteers and donations is great

Without the very generous donations from individuals, 
organizations, businesses, and grants, the clinic would not 
be able to provide the current medical care or plan for 

the dental care needed by the increased uninsured patient 
population in the community.    

To reach more people with this lifesaving and inspiring 
ministry, volunteers are needed in every professional 
medical, dental, and administrative discipline.  To 
volunteer for this rewarding ministry, visit the clinic 
website at www.livingwaterclinic.life.  Donations can also 
be made through the clinic website.  

Please plan to participate in the annual fundraiser 
scheduled for Friday, November 20 from 5:30 - 8 p.m. 
See the ad above.
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Community Outreach

Boy Scout Troop 197, sponsored by The Lake of the 
Woods Church, has a busy November planned. The scouts 
are gearing up for a weekend camping experience, working 
with the Cub Scouts on a popcorn fundraiser and food 
drive, and preparing for their annual Christmas wreath sales 
on November 27 and 28. 

   
For most of the summer and fall, the troop has conducted 

meetings and merit badge qualifications using Zoom. To 
provide hands-on, skill set training for the younger scouts, 
some in-person activities were accomplished outside 
the cabins and around the lake using social distancing 
guidelines.  In August swimming merit badge qualifications 
were accomplished at the Sweetbriar pool and at the lake. 

On the second weekend of November the scouts will 
gather for a weekend of camping, scouting activities and 
leadership training. Each of the ten scouts who signed up 
will be issued his own tent, and all scouting activities will 
be held outside of the cabins under CDC social distancing 
guidelines.

  
Two scouts, Matthew Browne and Ethan Eclipse, are 

currently working on organizing their Eagle projects at 
James Madison’s Montpelier home. The projects include 
placement of five American kestrel (falcon) nesting boxes 
and five benches along several trails within the property. 

   
Home Helps teams assist dozens of neighbors

The dedicated spring and fall Home Helps “weekends” 
have been canceled for 2020 because of the COVID-19 
guideline against large group gatherings.  However, many 
small project teams have been active throughout the 
community since February assisting more than two dozen 
people with various projects.  The Lake of the Woods 
Church teams have assisted neighbors needing yardwork, 
mobility ramps installed, minor home repairs and other 
maintenance projects that they could not otherwise afford 
or accomplish because of physical limitations. 

Boy Scouts and other community outreach 
ministries continue to serve neighbors

Thanksgiving Baskets ministry to provide food 
assistance 

The Thanksgiving Baskets ministry will assemble and 
distribute Thanksgiving dinners to those families and 
individuals in our community needing food assistance on 
Saturday, November 21.   If you need assistance or know 
someone in your neighborhood who needs help this 
Thanksgiving, please contact the church office at 540-972-
9060.  To donate money or time please call Bill Fetzer at 
703-856-3685.

Living Water Clinic welcomes two new providers
The Living Water Community Clinic has welcomed two 

new volunteer providers, Dr. Cullen Hardy, MD and Kofi 
Frimpong, FNP-BC.  

Continued on page9
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Dr. Hardy is a cardiologist at UVA Health System 
who is dedicated to giving back to his community.  His 
expertise includes arrhythmias, coronary artery disease, 
heart attacks, high blood pressure, and high cholesterol.  Dr. 
Hardy graduated from Tulane University and completed 
his residency at the UVA.  He completed his fellowship in 
cardiology at Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 
in Pennsylvania. 

Kofi Frimpong, FNP-BC is a Nurse Practitioner.  He 
presently works with IMG Cardiology, Inova-Fair Oaks, 
Virginia.  His experience spans across multiple medical units 
including cardiology, neurology, family care, emergency 
care, and medical-surgical units.  Kofi has a Master of 
Science in Nurse Practitioner-Family Medicine and is 
dedicated to taking care of those in need. 

Both Dr. Hardy and Nurse Practitioner Frimpong are 
welcome additions to the medical staff at the LWCC.  Their 
valuable expertise will benefit many in the local area. 

Continued from page 8

Community Outreach
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Mayflower Compact sought to establish a 
well-ordered society 400 years ago

November 11 (old calendar) marks the 400th anniversary 
of the Mayflower Compact.  The signing took place aboard 
ship in Provincetown Harbor, near the tip of Cape Cod.  
Truly an historic document, it was signed by 41 of the 
travelers who survived the 65-day voyage from Plymouth, 
England.  Women, children, and those returning to 
England did not sign.  The settlers had intended to situate 
near the mouth of the Hudson River, then considered part 
of the vast Virginia Colony.  Being off course and unable 
to reach their intended destination before winter set in, 
they were forced to remain in Cape Cod Bay.

  The settlers believed an agreement was needed to 
govern this alternate colony.  The compact is quite brief, 
especially ignoring all the words about King James and his 
realm.  It commits the signers to a well-ordered society, 
providing for laws and elections.  Details were left to a 
dynamic future founded on mutual agreement.  While the 
Puritans were pursuing religious freedom, the compact 
is not a religious document.  Yet it gives due recognition 
to the providence of God in their lives.  Further, it 
respects the interests of both the Puritans and the other 
adventurers, claiming to establish a “civil body politick.”  
Signers promised submission and obedience to the 
results of this covenant. What follows is the heart of the 
document (King James verbiage omitted) as cited at www.
mayflowercompact.org.  Considering our election this 
month, we might do well to reflect on their respectful and 
cooperative spirit!

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose names 
are underwritten, .... Do by these Presents, solemnly 
and mutually, in the Presence of God and one another, 
covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil 
Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, 
and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue 
hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal 
Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Officers, 
from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and 
convenient for the general Good of the Colony; unto 
which we promise all due Submission and Obedience.  
IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunto subscribed our 
names at Cape-Cod the eleventh of November, …. Anno 
Domini; 1620. Signatures followed!

Mayflower, anchored in Provincetown Harbor near the tip 
of Cape Cod. Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

By Tom Tower
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Please remember in your prayers the following mem-
bers of our congregation who are ill or in the hospital:

Dick Berra   Dave O’Hara  
Nina Bucelli  Ruth Poch  
Rick Coover  Selena Rave   
Betty Larson  Jack Ruther
Cheryl Lewis         

Visitation Ministry

Since the beginning of COVID-19 the church 
has received many requests to hold funeral services. 
Unfortunately, those requests could not be safely honored.  
However, the church will now begin to honor these 
requests in with limitations.  

At the monthly meeting of the Board of Elders on 
October 19, the board approved a set of temporary 
guidelines for holding funeral services in the church 
under COVID-19.  The two most significant limitations 
included in the guidelines are that no more than 20 family 
members may attend the service, and no receptions can be 
held at the church following the service.  

If you or your family have been waiting for a decision 
from the church for holding a funeral for a loved one, 
please contact the church office at 540-972-9060 to 
discuss scheduling. 

Board reaches decision 
on restart of funerals

2nd Half of Life Bible Study
This class, for people age 60 and over, is beginning 

a new study on Who’s Who in the Bible. The Bible 
study meets first and third Thursday at 1 p.m. in the 
Charter Room. Space is limited to 12 people and 
social distancing will be observed. Please wear a mask 
when you come. Contact Mike Lemay to sign up at 
540-972-9060.

Grief Share and Divorce Care
There is still time to register for these programs 

at www.divorcecare.org  or www.griefshare.org   
Contact the office for more information. 

Walk with Hope - Cancer Support Group
Navigating cancer care is a difficult journey that no 

one should have to do alone. Cancer care ministry 
brings hope to those who have been impacted by 
cancer. The group meets every 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 2:00 on Zoom. We discuss the Bible and 
how it applies to people struggling with cancer.  We 
also discuss nutrition and other topics related to a 
cancer journey.
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1 Barbara Norton
3 Ruth Fraser
4 John Howe
 Robbie Royce
5 Katherine Gazzetta
7 Lois Northam
8 Carl Coffee
9 Steve Roberts
10 Janet Skidmore
 Mitch Fournet
 Vicki Greenan
11 Dominic Naples Jr.
 Jennifer J. Taylor
12 Cheryl Lewis
 Dolores   
 Johansmeyer
13 Jason Richard
 Roland Hamilton
16 Anna Nellis
 James Divelbiss
17 John Bell
 Kara Paxton
 Tom Browne

18 Donald Cope
 Linda Donahue
 Michael Mishkin
19 Carrie Bernd
20 Ed Suche
21 Andrew Rayne
21 Ben Van Der Vliet
23 Krista L. Ullman
23 Richard Kurz
24 Tracy 
 Higginbotham
25 J. Marvin Snoddy
26 Joe Roth
 Melvin Hall
 Susan Gill
27 Sonja Edwards
28 Darrow Strain
29 Melissa Liebold
29 Ruth L. Taylor

Birthdays

Anniversaries
5 Carl and Shirely Cornwell
6 Deryl and Shirley Scott
9 Tom and Betty Collins
13 Mark and Carla Everhart
17 Noah and Terry Hoffman
23 Jordan and Lisa Medas
 Rita and Rick Millman
24 Phil and Betty Herron
25 Mark and Kathy Strickler
28 Bud and Cheryl Lewis
 Tom and Barbara Schach
30 Tony and Tracey DeMarco

Trunks full of sweets
Continued from page 2

Despite the scary costumes, participants understood 
that it was a time of imagination and make-believe. 
Everyone felt welcome and embraced by love.

“We didn’t simply tell the community what we don’t 
believe in,” said Colson, “we showed them what we do 
believe in.”

Pastor Jordan, Pastor Adam and Mandy Robinson, Chil-
dren’t Ministry Director welcome everyone!


