
Years of  caring
A generation of  children have 
been blessed by the leadership and 

organizational skills 
of  Belinda Divelbiss, 
director of  the Child 
Care Center at The 

Lake of  the Woods Church, who is 
celebrating 25 years of  service. 
See page 5.

Beehive of  activity
Dark and quiet for many months 
while the pandemic prevailed, The 

Lake of  the Woods 
Church is coming alive 
again on Wednesday 
nights with the sounds 
of  laughter, praise and 

thanksgiving as a variety of  groups 
resume their activities. See page 6.

Reaching abroad 
The ministry of  David and Celia 
Olson has been supported by The 
Lake of  the Woods Church for 

more than a decade. 
In 2008 they created 
Un Buen Consejo (A 
Good Idea), to carry 
the Gospel to Ecuador, 

Columbia and other parts of  South 
America. As technology improved, 
the Olsons adapted internet tools 
and changed the name of  their 
ministry to Mergelane Media. 
See page 8.   
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Eleven young people dedicate 
their lives to Jesus Christ

On Sunday, September 20, 2020, 
four generations of  family, friends 
and neighbors gathered at The Lake 
of  the Woods Clubhouse Point beach 
to celebrate the baptism of  eleven 
young people.  The Rev. Jordan Medas, 
Associate Pastor of  The Lake of  the 
Woods Church, gave the teens and 
near teens an opportunity to share 
their testimonies as the assembled 
congregation watched intently. One 
young man confidently stepped 
forward to declare that “God came 
into me and fixed me right away.  I’m 
really happy Jesus is in my heart and 
is helping me with all my problems.  I 
want to be baptized.”   

Other young people stepped forward 
in front of  more than a hundred 
witnesses to relate similar insights 
and experiences about how Jesus had 
changed them.  They were ready now 

to publicly profess their faith in the 
Lord by being baptized in Jesus’ name.  
This was not a sudden, calendar driven 
decision for them, but a culmination 
of  different experiences and 
circumstances during their young lives 
that brought them to this point.  Each 
had a different story about the path 
that led them to their faith that day. 
Some stories were sad and difficult, 
and some were filled with great joy.  
But all were grateful to be in the 
presence of  people who loved them as 
they began a new life in Christ. 

Youth get the message  

These young people heard the 
messages weeks and months before, 
preached by their youth leaders, and 
guided by John Higginbotham,                        
Youth Minister at The Lake of  the

Pastor Medas baptizes Mark Bridgham, his mother Shannon and brother James 
assist, while Minister Higginbotham looks on.

Continued on page 2
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 Woods Church.  One lesson from the book of  Acts 
in the New Testament was pivotal for them.  On the 
day of  Pentecost, many came under conviction as Peter 
preached. Cut to the heart, they asked, “What shall we 
do?”  His answer was simple. “Repent and be baptized 
every one of  you in the name of  Jesus Christ so that 
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift 
of  the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your 
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to him.”  (Acts 2:38-39)  

As the baptism ceremony began, one by one the teens 
stepped forward into the cool lake water, accompanied 
by a parent or sibling.  As they approached Pastor 
Medas, who would administer the Rite of  Baptism, they 
stopped short at six to twelve feet to comply with CDC 
guidelines and the Lake of  the Woods Association policy 
for group gatherings.  

As she has done for the last fifteen years, Rose 
Tuminaro led the congregation in passionate acapella 
song as each family group took a turn wading out deeper 
towards Pastor Medas.  Upon each profession of  faith, 
Pastor Medas said, “I baptize you in the name of  the 
Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit,” and the 
parent then immersed the teen. The elated church family 
continued lifting their praises to Jesus, the one who had 
brought these teens out of  darkness.  Symbolically and 
spiritually they were raised out of  the water into a new 
life in Christ.  

Eleven journeyed to the Lord

Those newly baptized in the lake included: Zebedee 
Bowers, Miridia Bowers, Ke’Koa Bowers, Mark 
Bridgham, Alexa Crux, Elise Hall, Connor Hall, Larissa 
Higginbotham, Henry Higginbotham, Makaila Quiroga, 
and Allison Richards. Each of  these young people 
journeyed on different paths to get to this point in their

Minister Higginbotham looks on as Faith Quiroga 
immerses her daughter Makaila as she is baptized.

lives, and they now represent the hope and promises of  
the next generation as they are guided by the Holy Spirit. 

As the ceremony concluded and while the drenched 
participants were drying off, there was an indescribable 
sense of  a new spirit engulfing the participants and 
witnesses.  Rose Tuminaro, who led the processional 
songs, remarked, “It made tears of  joy come into my 
heart and eyes” to see the generational impact of  this 
baptism.  Something special had just happened.  These 
young people represented the hope of  the future, 
loving each other and loving their parents and siblings. 
They seemed strengthened by their faith, ready to 
make a difference in their world of  family, friends and 
schoolmates.  

For Pastor Jordan, this ceremony was a “blessing to 
the entire church - a huge multi-generational response.”  
Minister Higginbotham said, “It was a really personal 
day for my family!’  Indeed the character and strength 
exhibited by these young people is a testament to the 
investment they and the church family have made for 
the future. 

Continued on page 7
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I have a private war with Halloween, and I want to 
share it with you. Perhaps I’m only tilting against wind-
mills in Don Quixote fashion. But I don’t think so. 
Some people might wonder why I want to “deprive little 

children of  all the fun and excite-
ment of  a holiday that is a special 
time to them.” Well, there are lots 
of  reasons.

For one thing Halloween has be-
come a questionable and increasing-
ly dangerous night. And it’s not due 
to ghouls and goblins. Each year 

more vandalism occurs, more property damaged. Older 
children beat up younger children. In fact, that hap-
pened to me one Halloween when I was a small child. 
Much worse is what some adults are doing—putting 
hallucinogenic drugs in candy, or razor blades in apples. 
You’ve heard the horror stories.

But that’s not the only reason I question this particu-
lar holiday. It’s such an extraordinary time. We do some 
bizarre things on Halloween, don’t we? Dressing up as 
spooks, goblins, and witches. Calling on people and de-
manding goodies. I wonder if  we know why we do these 
things. Why do we go along with it? Because it’s tradi-
tion? That isn’t enough of  a reason.

Let me put it this way. The Passover celebration in a 
Jewish home begins when the youngest son asks his fa-
ther, “Daddy, why is this night different from all other 
nights?” Then the father tells him of  the mighty works 
of  God surrounding the Exodus of  Israel from Egypt. 
But what would you say if  your son or daughter were to 
ask about Halloween, “Why is this night different from 
all other nights?” How would you explain the shenani-
gans of  Halloween?

Most people know that the word itself  comes from All 
Hallows Eve, the evening before All Hallows. Therefore, 
it has something to do with All Saints and the Christian 
Church. But what?

What is happy about Halloween?

From the senior pastor

It comes as quite a surprise to discover that this cel-
ebration predates the Christian Church by several cen-
turies. In fact, it goes back to a practice of  the ancient 
Druids in Britain, France, Germany, and the Celtic 
countries, who lived hundreds of  years before Christ 
was born. This celebration honored one of  their deities, 
Samhain. Lord of  the Dead. Samhain called together all 
the wicked souls who had died within the past twelve 
months and had been condemned to inhabit the bodies 
of  animals. The date for this celebration was the last day 
of  October, the eve of  the Celtic new year. 

It was a time of  falling leaves and general seasonal de-
cay, and it seemed appropriate to celebrate death. That’s 
what it was—a celebration of  death. It honored the 
god of  the dead and the wicked spirits of  the dead. The 
Druids believed that on this particular night the souls 
of  the dead returned to their former homes to be enter-
tained by the living. If  acceptable food and shelter were 
not provided these evil spirits would cast spells, cause 
havoc and terror, and haunt and torment the living. 
They demanded to be placated. Look closely. Here is 
the beginning of  “trick-or-treat.” Evil spirits demanding 
a “treat.” If  they didn’t get it, you got a “trick.”

James Napier writing in Folklore says that these beliefs 
and practices were not confined to northern Britain, but 
were widespread and—with some variations—practiced 
the world over by pagan peoples. In Cambodia, for in-
stance, people used to chant, “Oh, all you our ancestors 
who are departed deign to come and eat what we have 
prepared for you and bless your posterity to make it 
happy.” In Mexico jars of  food and drink were set on a 
table in a central room; the family went out with torch-
es to greet the evil spirits and bid them in. Then they 
would kneel around the table and pray to these spirits to 
accept their offerings. 

But how did all this become associated with Christian-
ity?  There’s another part of  the story that goes back to 
Rome.                              

Note: This is a slightly edited version of  an article I wrote for Christianity Today many years ago.  I think our program of  “Trunk 
or Treat” is in line with the suggestion of  finding alternatives to the way Halloween is so often observed. - JWH 

 Continued on Page 4
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The Roman Pantheon was built by the Emperor  adrian 
in about A.D. 100 as a temple to the goddess Cybelé and 
various other Roman deities. It became a principal place 
of  worship where Roman pagans prayed for their dead. 
Then, Rome was sacked, the barbarians came in, and 
they took over the Pantheon, along with everything else. 
After several centuries it fell into disrepair. In A.D. 607 it 
was recaptured by the Emperor Phocas and he turned it 
over as a gift to Pope Boniface IV.

Boniface reconsecrated it to the Virgin Mary. This 
was part of  a general policy that wherever pagan cele-
brations were well established, they would be continued 
and incorporated into Christian worship. (Only the 
names were changed to protect the innocent.) So, if  you 
worshiped a certain god, and you were conquered and 
“Christianized,” you could continue that same celebra-
tion. Only now you would offer it to one or another of  
the saints. (Rather a questionable way of  evangelizing, 
but it was effective if  you were interested in numbers.) 
No longer were Roman pagans gathering to pray to the 
goddess Cybelé for their dead. Now people were gath-
ering to pray to Mary for their dead. And they did so in 
the same temples!

For two centuries the major celebration in the Panthe-
on took place in May and was called “All Saints Day.” 
Then in A.D. 834 it was deliberately moved to the first 
of  November. Why? To coincide with those ancient 
Druidic and pagan practices that had been going on for 
centuries. The Church wanted to accommodate the re-
cently conquered German Saxons and the Norsemen of  
Scandinavia; it baptized yet another celebration.

That’s the wedding of  All Saints Day to Halloween. 
Thoroughly, utterly, totally pagan: the worship of  the 
dead, the placating of  evil spirits, the honoring of  the 
Lord of  the Dead, the transferring to Mary the esteem 
that was previously given to Cybelé. Where does this 
leave us?

I would like to propose an alternative to the way we 
have come to observe it. I don’t think you can simply 
take it away from children without putting something in 
its place. How about an All Saints Party? Why not a par-
ty on the night of  Halloween that still provides an eve-
ning of  fun and celebration for the children as well as 
adults but transforms that fun into something distinctly 
Christian? My parishioners responded so enthusiastically 

to the challenge last year that United Press Internation-
al ran a story about our activities and newspapers all 
over the country picked it up. We want to make our “All 
Saints Party” an annual event.

If  there must be costumes for the party, how about 
trying to dress as we imagine the saints of  old did. Joan 
of  Arc or Francis of  Assisi. Or your favorite Bible char-
acters—Joseph or Luke or John. What about sponsoring 
a contest to determine which person comes closest to 
our understanding of  the saints? Or maybe make cos-
tumes designed around a Bible text or theme, with a 
prize for the best interpretation. Or why not plan a party 
around Pilgrim’s Progress, the way Louisa May Alcott’s 
Little Women did. Act out a scene from Paradise Lost or 
“Samson Agonistes.”

Whatever we do, let’s not have any ghosts, witches, 
or monsters. Let’s leave that to the Prince of  Darkness. 
We must focus on light. And personally, I want nothing 
whatsoever to do with the whole business of  trick-or-
treat; I would love to see Christians refuse to participate 
in it altogether.

The early Israelites were warned that “When you 
come into the land which the Lord your God gives you, 
you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices 
of  those nations. There shall not be found among you 
anyone who has anything whatsoever to do with the 
occult or with the contacting of  the spirits of  the dead. 
For whoever does these things is an abomination to the 
Lord” (Deut. 18:9–12). Surely this applies to us as well.

         Love to you in him,

 

What is happy about Halloween?
Continued from page 3
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Belinda Divelbiss celebrates 25 years 
teaching and caring for children

Belinda Divelbiss marks 25 years leading, teaching and 
caring for our community’s children. 

Preschool/Daycare

In October 1995 Belinda Divelbiss began working 
at The Lake of  the Woods Church After School Club.  
For twenty-five years the church has been blessed by 
Belinda’s exceptional leadership and organizational skills 
in providing a safe and healthy place for hundreds of  
youngsters to learn and grow. 

  
Applying her educational background in Early 

Childhood Education, Belinda advocated for and 
developed the church daycare and afterschool programs 
into what eventually became the church Child Care 
Center (CCC) and Preschool.  She became the Director 
of  the Child Care Center in October 2004. 

 
Interviews with several preschool teachers confirm 

that Belinda set high standards for the teaching staff  
and volunteers to ensure that they could effectively 
teach and care for the children under their care.  Jean 
Lemay, a teacher and friend who worked at the center 
for many years, described Belinda as “practically perfect 
in every way.”  Carrie Bernd, a parent whose daughter, 
Sarah, attended afternoon childcare when she was 
young, painted a portrait of  Belinda as “loving” and 
“compassionate.”   

Belinda describes her service this way, “It has been a 
profound blessing to be a significant part of  this Lake 
of  the Woods Church ministry by providing an integral 
service to children and their families of  this community.  
Over the last 25 years, I have had the pleasure of  
cultivating the learning and development of  hundreds 
of  youth while providing the essential care and services 
required of  a daycare and school.  I have employed 
dedicated staff  that shared my vision and passion for 
caring for children.  Their presence and commitment 
enabled me to fulfill the duties necessary to keep such a 
complex and important program accredited and running 
successfully.  I am both extremely proud and immensely 
humbled by the children and families that this program 
has impacted—both in the lifetime connections made 

and the foundational learning afforded to all God’s 
children who walked through our doors.”   

Safety of  children and staff  forces CCC closure 

Because of  strict governmental guidelines for safe 
childcare operations, the Board of  Elders decided 
that it was not possible to operate the childcare center 
in 2020.  The Board will be carefully monitoring the 
COVID-19 restrictions, hoping to reopen in early 2021 
as the situations change. Belinda has graciously accepted  
a part time position as Director to maintain leadership 
continuity in the event the Child Care Center can be 
reopened. The church is blessed with Belinda’s expertise 
and leadership during this difficult time.  Thank you, 
Belinda, for 25 wonderful years.
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Wednesday evening family activities 
return to in-person fellowship and fun  

On Wednesday evening, September 9, The Lake 
of  the Woods Church once again celebrated the true 
meaning of  fellowship and corporate worship. The 
church came alive with the sounds of  laughter, praise 
and thanksgiving as people, young and old, gathered for 
Wednesday evening young family social events.

  
The church was a beehive of  activity with nearly 

every room filled with young children, teens, parents, 
grandparents and leaders, eager to renew old friendships 
and meet newcomers for the first time.  Squeals of  glee 
from the youngest to virtual high-fives and virtual hugs 
from the teens were heard and observed throughout the 
building. 

It was difficult to be so close again, and yet, still so 
far.  Many realized how important deep, heartfelt hugs 
and personal contact are to the human interactions of  
comfort and friendships.  Singing, shouting out and 
talking are much more difficult through masks that 
muffle the notes and sounds, forcing the eyes to become 
the focal point for facial body language. 

The meeting on the Knoll for the teens was dampened 
by the rain which chased them into the Worship Center.  
Following a moving Bible lesson from Youth Minister, 
John Higginbotham, the youth group launched into one 
of  their favorite activities, a trivia game night with prizes 
awarded for correct answers. 

Meanwhile, downstairs in the Discovery Zone, 
children gathered eagerly around Mandy Robinson, 
Children’s Ministry Director, in their marked, socially 
distanced circles.  The leaders led the children in songs, 
Bible stories and fun games. The energy and enthusiasm 
of  those little ones was amazing to behold.  

While the children and teens were busy with their 
group events, the young women met for fellowship and 
a Bible study led by Diane Rivenburg in the Charter 
Room.  The young men were mentored by Pastor 
Jordan Medas in the Worship Arts Room.  Pastor 
Jordan remarked that it was good to return to some 
small semblance of  normalcy in the church and to be in 
fellowship with one another in person. 

Tracy Higginbotham leads the children’s spirited activi-
ties in the Discovery Zone. 

Youth group and leaders gather on the Knoll for 
Wednesday night activities.

Children’s Ministry Director Mandy Robinson, checks 
in children for Wednesday night activities.
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How was a baptism ceremony possible during 
COVID-19

CDC regulations which require six feet of  separation, 
made baptism seem impossible.  If  a teen were going 
to be immersed by a pastor, surely the pastor would 
have to be closer than six feet.  With both the church 
and the LOW Association seeking to adhere to all CDC 
regulations, the idea of  eleven teen baptisms at the Point 
Beach seemed to be fleeting. 

We serve a God who makes a way when there seems 
to be no way. We serve a God who parted the Red Sea 
when there was no way forward and no way back.  This 
same God has already said through his servant, James 
“If  any of  you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives 
to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given 
you.” (James 1:5) 

As time and prayer were devoted to finding a solution, 
God not only revealed what he wanted but how it could 
be accomplished within CDC guidelines.  The pastor 
could do the baptizing, and a parent could assist with the 
immersion.  The parents of  the eleven were delighted 
to assist in this way, and both the baptism class and the 
baptisms were put on the calendar. 

 (1 Peter 2:9) “I have decided to follow Jesus.  I have 
decided to follow Jesus.  I have decided to follow Jesus.  
No turning back. No turning back.”

Baptisms
Continued from page 2

MOPS adopts new 
name and time 

This year looks a little different for the Mothers of  
Preschoolers at the Lake of  The Woods Church.

The first change is the name 
of  the group. MOPS is now 
MOPS & MOMSnext. Preschool 
mothers and school-age mothers 
are now combined into a single 
group. Members won’t be 
required to leave the group when 
their children start school.

The second change is the meeting time. The new 
group will meet on the first Thursday night of  each 
month, rather than on Wednesday mornings as in the 
past. That will permit mothers who have students at 
home to be involved.

The first night meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 1. 
Look for signs directing you to the place. There will be 
no child care offered for these meetings, but participants 
are welcome to bring their children and their own 
caregivers to the church while the meetings are in 
progress.

The meetings will take place outside while the 
weather permits, but when inside the church, all church 
safety guidelines, such as masks and distancing, will be 
required.

The group plans to continue activities such as 
Playdates in the Park, Mom’s Night Out at the Dock and 
other community outreach programs. 

More information is available at the group’s Facebook 
site at www.facebook.com/MOPSofLOWC or by 
emailing Jenny Chinault at mops@lowchurch.org.

Young Families
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Prayer for Missions

O God, you spoke the world into being and you 
still communicate with us today: we give you 
thanks for the ministry of  Mergelane Media, 
bringing in-depth Gospel training to third 
world countries and the persecuted church.  
Thank you especially for the creative skills and 
technical expertise of  Dave and Celia Olson. 
We pray for your guidance as they seek to bring 
clarity to an uncertain and confused world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Missions - Mergelane Media

David and Celia Olson created a ministry that has 
been supported by The Lake of  the Woods Church for 
over a decade.  In 2008 they launched their ministry, 
Un Buen Consejo (A Good Idea), to carry the Gospel 
to Ecuador, Columbia and other parts of  South 
America.  Using cutting edge broadcasting technology 
at the beginning, they delivered the gospel message to 
unreached people groups in South America.  

As technology improved, the Olsons adapted internet 
tools and changed their ministry name to Mergelane 
Media.  Under Dave’s leadership Mergelane Media has 
multiplied its ability to reach many nations for Christ 
by training others to continue this work.  They now 
train people on four continents.  Instead of  reaching 
thousands, Dave’s ministry now reaches millions of  
people with the Gospel.

The Coronavirus has not hindered this ministry’s 
ability to provide God’s message to the nations.  The 
ministry theme for this year is “For such a time as this”, 
a quote from the book of  Esther.  This ministry has 
helped more than 1500 missionaries in 180 countries 
learn how to best share the gospel in the context in 
which they find themselves.  Mergelane Media provides 
wifi technology to connect students in local classrooms 
where they don’t have adequate  internet services 
available.  Dave continually develops new ways and new 
projects to grow the effectiveness of  Mergelane Media 
to make Christ known.  This year the ministry leads a 
team of  30 missionaries, including world class educators 
and technologists.

While living at Lake of  the Woods, Dave has often 
spoken at The Lake of  the Woods Church, and his 
messages have always been inspirational.  Dave and his 
wife now live out of  state.  Dave asks for prayer for his 
wife, Celia, who has serious health issues.  Those who 
would like more information from Dave can contact 
him at david.olson@agmd.org. 

David and Celia Olson bring light into the world 
through their work with Mergelane Media.  

Dave and Celia Olson introduce Christ to 
millions of  people on four continents
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Community Outreach

The Rev. Adam Colson, senior associate pastor of  The 
Lake of  the Woods Church (LOWC), and his daughter, 
Arianna (Ari), were recently honored as “Hometown 
Heroes” by the Lake of  the Woods Association 
(LOWA). They were among sixteen honorees who 
have selflessly served this community and surrounding 
neighbors.  During these uncertain times of  COVID-19, 
the Colson family has radiated the light of  Christ to the 
world.  

Pastor Adam Colson stands in the gap 

Pastor Colson knew when Covid-19 struck this area, 
and the schools closed due to the pandemic, many 
children who depended on the school food program 
would go hungry. Orange County provided food for a 
children’s feeding program, but it was only available at 
the Orange County High School in the town of  Orange, 
20 miles from this area. Pastor Colson and his team 
collected provisions for a week’s worth of  food for 
students and their families to be delivered and picked up 
weekly from The Lake of  the Woods Church and the 
Living Water Community Clinic on Route 20.  Pastor 
Colson’s “Outside the Box” ministry team provided 
more than 37,000 meals to people in the surrounding 
community until the school’s meal program resumed in 
September.  

As the church Community Outreach Pastor, Pastor 
Colson leads many ministries vital to the spiritual 
and physical needs of  the community.  In 2015, his 
team established the Living Water Community Clinic 
(LWCC) on Route 20, where the qualified uninsured 
can receive free medical care. It is now four years old, 
and plans are in progress for a free dental clinic.  Other 
outreach ministries include the RISE ministry for special 
needs adults, Good News Clubs in the local schools, 
Good News Across Sports camps, foster families 
and a chaplains ministry that has placed chaplains at 
the LWCC, LOW Fire and Rescue, Mary Washington 
Hospital and the Coffeewood Correctional Center. 

Pastor Colson, a man of  vision and a person of  impact, 
influences many in our community and across the world. 
His motto is: “We have been blessed beyond measure, 
so we can be a blessing beyond measure.” 

Ari Colson is a “chip off  the old block” 

Ari Colson radiates love and compassion for those 
underprivileged and marginalized in the community as 
she serves alongside her father.  Before the Pandemic 
struck, Ari often served the special needs “friends” in 
the RISE program on Thursday evenings, teaching Bible 
lessons and spending time in fellowship to assure them 
that they were loved and “fearfully and wonderfully 
made.”  As a talented cheerleader, dancer, and athlete, 
Ari uses her talents to bless others. She assisted the 
special needs high school students with their cheers on 
the court, inspiring the student body to enthusiastically 
cheer them on.  

When COVID-19 closed the schools, Ari helped 
gather and distribute food for the “Outside the Box” 

Colson family members honored by the Lake 
of  the Woods Association “hero” awards 

Pastor Adam Colson and daughter Ari team up to 
serve the community. 

Continued on page 11
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Annual Home Helps 
weekend cancelled

Home Helps is a 
ministry of  Lake of  
the Woods Church 
which serves those with 
physical or financial 
limitations who need 

help with home repairs or maintenance. In any other 
year the ministry would be receiving requests for help 
with home repairs and maintenance and signing up 
volunteers now for a big weekend in early October. 
Obviously, this is not any other year and so the 
Home Helps weekend has to be cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The ministry is still very active helping people with 
needs and limited ability to pay for services. This year it 
has served 25 people and completed 41 jobs, including 
stopping leaks, cutting grass, replacing dryers and 
building 3 ramps. If  you have a need please contact 
David Blackistone, dblackistone1@verizon.net or 540-
972-3555. Our volunteer team will be smaller because 
of  the virus but we will make every effort to serve all 
requests.

ministry.  She coached cheerleading and taught Bible 
lessons to children on-line during the Good News 
Across Sports camps this summer.  Additionally, she has 
served children transitioning to foster care because of  
unfortunate family circumstances by preparing “bags of  
hope” with needed supplies.  Arianna Colson is indeed a 
“Hometown Hero.”   

Community Outreach
Continued from page 9
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Please remember in your prayers the following 
members of  our congregation who are ill or in the 
hospital:

Nina Bucelli      Rick Coover 
Rochelle Kincaid  Cheryl Lewis     
Dave O’Hara   Ruth Poch
Selena Rave  Jack Ruther

John Martin recently passed away. Please keep Bon-
nie and his family in your prayers. 

Visitation programs meet online and in the church

2nd Half  of  Life Bible Study

This class, for people age 60 and over is beginning a 
new study on Who’s Who in the Bible. The Bible study 
group meets first and third Thursday at 1 p.m. in the 
Charter Room. Space is limited to 12 people and social 
distancing will be observed. Please wear a mask when 
you come. Contact Mike Lemay to sign up at 540-972-
9060.

Grief  Share and Divorce Care

There is still time to register for these programs at 
www.divorcecare.org  or www.griefshare.org   Contact 
the office for more information. 

Walk with Hope - Cancer Support Group

Navigating cancer care is a difficult journey that no 
one should have to do alone. Cancer care ministry 
brings hope to those who have been impacted by cancer. 
The group meets every 3rd Tuesday of  the month at 
2:00 on Zoom. We discuss the Bible and how it applies 
to people struggling with cancer.  We also discuss 
nutrition and other topics related to a cancer journey.

Visitation ministry



12

1    Barbara Crawford
      Deborah Lee
2    Michelle Lyons
3    Jessica Medas
      Molly Fulton
      Bob McManis
4    Eugene Slagle
5    Lynn Duley
6    Rose Tuminaro
      Chelsea Schafer
7    Laurie Knights
      Aaron Aegan
8    Rodney Lackey
      Selena L. Rave
      Joshua Sullivan
9    Suzanne Roberts
11  Sharon Killian
      Kay Zello
12  Ken Johnson
      Theda Massie
      Sally Shope
13  Gloria Heath
      Roberta Klooster
15  Dave Dietz
       John Seymour
16  Hugh Risseeuw
17   Judith Hall
19   Dale Gunn
       Angela Neely
       Sallie Wallace

20   Joyce Bowers
      William Jones
      Becky Malamphy
      Thomas Phillips
21   Lynn Manthei
       Robin Riffe
22   Diane Rivenburg
       Tim Hall
23   Kathy Merritt
       Debbie Risseeuw
       Jessica Stewart
       Hannah Knights
24   Charlotte Baker
       Leslie Gage
       Vicki Gingrich
25   Patty Bell
       Shari Gregg
       Nancy Moore
26   Kelly Dyer      
27   Delores Adams
       Erin Slagle
28   Gail Smith
        Susan Whitehead
29    Suzanne Lentine
        Bonnie Chadwick
        Jack Gill
        Ellen Ambroziak
        Vincent Speckenbach
31    John Gingrich
        Richard Wright

Birthdays Anniversaries
5 Jeff  and Missy Liebold
9 Noah and Barbara Rakes
11 Jim and Belinda Divelbiss
12 Tom and Cheryl Phillips
 Andrew and Ruth Rayne
13 Alfredo and Daphne Klein
18 Marc and Helga Birdsong
 Robert and Eileen McFarland
 Gary and Holly Schwartz
20 Pete and Gloria Taylor
23 Joe and Sandy Roth
23 John and Vicki Gingrich
26 Kevin and Kara Paxton
28 Frederick and Joyce Hetrick
28 John and Donna Seymour
31 Bob and Sally Shope


