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That You May Stand

Dr. John W. Howe, Senior Pastor
“Put on the whole armor of
God, so that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the
devil.”
(Ephesians 6:11)
The New Testament portrays the Christian
life as spiritual warfare: a real battle against a real
enemy. Jesus himself had to face – and overcome –
Satan’s temptations at the beginning of his ministry.
And St. Paul said, “Our struggle is not against
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers,
authorities, cosmic powers of this present darkness,
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”
(Ephesians 6:12)
But today the majority of Christians in the
Western world seem to think of Satan as a mythic
figure: the personification of evil, not a real,
existential being. The great Reformed theologian,
R.C. Sproul, reported asking a college philosophy
class, “How many of you believe in God?” He said
that 27 of the 30 students in the class raised their
hands in agreement. He then asked, “How many of
you believe in Satan as a personal reality?” And this
time the vote was reversed.
He went on to ask them, “Why do you believe
in a supernatural personal being who has the
capacity to influence us for good (God), but not in
a supernatural personal being who has the capacity
to influence us for evil (Satan)?”
C.S. Lewis famously said, “The devil’s
greatest strategy is to convince people he doesn’t
exist.” I believe he does that by perpetrating a
cartoon imagery of himself as an ugly little imp
in fire-engine-red with cloven feet, a long tail,

horns on his head, and a trident in his hand. Most
people rightly consider such a figure preposterous,
and they end up rejecting the reality along with the
caricature.
Others, however, go to the opposite extreme,
and attribute powers to Satan far beyond what he
actually possesses. “Dualism,” as a philosophy and
a religion, has asserted that the ultimate reality in
the universe is two equal and opposite forces: one
good, one evil, eternally vying with each other.
The Biblical teaching is that Satan is a created
being, originally the highest of God’s angels. In
two remarkable passages (Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel
28), he is glimpsed working through and behind
temporal political figures, the Kings of Babylon and
Tyre respectively.
In both passages, the prophet begins by
addressing the human ruler, and then – suddenly –
his language veers off to the diabolical Enemy who,
behind the scenes, is using that ruler to accomplish
his purposes:
How are you fallen from heaven,
O Day Star, son of Dawn!
How you are cut down to the ground,
you who laid the nations low!
You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars of God;
I will sit on the mount of assembly
on the heights of Zaphron; [the far north]
I will ascend to the tops of the clouds,
I will make myself like the Most High.”
(Isaiah 14:12-14)

You were the signet of perfection,
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
You were in Eden, the garden of God…
You were blameless in your ways
from the day you were created,
until iniquity was found in you…
so I cast you as a profane thing
from the mountain of God…
Your heart was proud because of your beauty;
you corrupted your wisdom
for the sake of your splendor.
I cast you to the ground…

Kevin Paxton, Music Director

2019 was a great year for the Worship Arts Ministry
here at LOWC. From performing along-side Dove
award-winning artist Steve Green, to the installation of a
new video projection system in the Worship Center, and
the overwhelming success of our winter Cantata and
Christmas Eve services, we have seen how technology
is enhancing the worship experience at The Lake of the
Woods Church.

(Ezekiel 28:11-17)
Narcissistic pride, envy of God, and the desire
to displace God, as a law unto himself – all these
elements were involved in Satan’s fall. And ever
since, he has been not only God’s Enemy, but the
enemy of God’s people, as well. He will play upon
those same elements in us – if we allow him.
Satan is a higher created being than we are, but
he is a fallen created being. He is more powerful
than we are, but he is not omnipotent. He is
not everywhere present, as God is. He is not
omniscient, knowing everything, as God does. He
prowls about, like a roaring lion, seeking those he
may devour. (I Peter 5:8) But, scripture promises:
“resist him, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7)

As we move into 2020, this is your opportunity to
get involved in this expanding area of ministry. Our
technical team works incredibly hard to ensure the
seamless integration of technology into the worship of
God at LOWC. Through regular training sessions, we
will make it possible for you to participate in worship in
a fun and exciting way. Plus, you’ll always have the best
seat in the house!

To quote Sproul again, “Satan is powerful. He
is far more powerful than we are. That is why
we desperately need the armor of God. But as
powerful as he is, he is far less powerful than God.
That is why the Bible declares that ‘greater is he
who is in you (the Holy Spirit) than he who is in the
world (Satan).’ Satan’s darts are quenchable; God’s
are not. You can flee the presence of Satan; you
cannot flee the presence of God.”

For more information, contact Kevin Paxton at kevin.
paxton@lowchurch.org.
Current Opportunities:
- Live Sound Engineer

Satan is an enemy, but he is a defeated enemy.
Jesus bested him by embracing the worst that he
could throw - death, hell and the grave – and coming
out victorious on the other side. You and I need to
call his bluff. One day all creation will laugh him to
scorn. As Martin Luther put it: his doom is sure;
one little word will fell him.
Blessings in abundance,
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-

Video Projection

-

Audio Editing

-

Graphic Design

-

Livestream Engineer (coming soon!)

Fishers of Souls
This Year’s Lenten Series

Rev. Adam Colson, Senior Associate Pastor

What if there was news waiting for you that was SO GREAT it would completely transform and change your life? What if that news, although it could mean life over death,
freedom over captivity, abundant life over oppression never arrived? George Sweeting,
in his book The No-Guilt Guide for Witnessing, tells of a man by the name of John Currier
who in 1949 was found guilty of murder and sentenced to life in prison. Later he was transferred and paroled to
work on a farm near Nashville, Tennessee.
In 1968, Currier’s sentence was terminated, and a letter bearing the good news was sent to him. But John never saw
the letter, nor was he told anything about it. Life on that farm was hard and without promise for the future. Yet
John kept doing what he was told even after the farmer for whom he worked had died. He was a free man, and yet
he continued to work as a prisoner, because no one delivered the message to John.
Would it matter to you if someone sent you an important message -- the most important in your life -- and year after year the urgent message was never delivered?
We who have heard the good news and experienced freedom through Christ are responsible to proclaim it to others
still enslaved by sin. Are we doing all we can to make sure that people get the message? During our five week series
we will spend time studying what it means to be a “Fisher of Souls”. We can bring the message of hope, freedom,
and abundant life to those who are looking for answers using Christ’s example and the example of his apostles and
missionaries. Through active listening, spirit-led prayer, and surrendered hearts and lives, we will discover how our
testimony, our story and the beautiful message of God’s love can unleash the fisherman in all of us and free us to
welcome souls into Christ’s Kingdom.
Plan to attend this year’s Lenten series, Fishers of Souls, so that you can bring the message of freedom to the many
John Curriers who are desperately waiting.
Series begins Wednesday March 4 at 6:45 p.m. in the Worship Center and will run each Wednesday night in Lent
through April 1st.
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Strenghthening Families

Rev. Jordan Medas, Associate Pastor
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your mother
and father’-this is the first commandment with a promise: ‘so that it may be well
with you and you may live long on the earth.’ And, fathers, do not provoke (or
exasperate, NIV) your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord.” – Ephesians 6:1-4
Sounds easy enough, right? “Kids, obey your parents.” As if all we have to do
is tell our kids to obey us and they do, right?
Dads, just don’t provoke your kids to anger. Our response, “are you kidding
me? Do you know what my kid did? I don’t care about making them angry, I’m angry at them!”
In this passage from Ephesians, Paul explains how the Christian household should look, as something to aspire
to with Christ as our model. However, because of sin by all of us, our homes do not always look like this model.
Sometimes, we need practical help to get our households back on track. We need prayer. We need church family to
help. And sometimes we need professional help. The Lake of the Woods Church is here for you for the first two
areas, and I pray for our families on a daily basis. Additionally, we have groups and weekly gatherings for support.
For professional help, we are partnering with the Orange County Office on Youth to Strengthen our Families.
Beginning on February 4th we’ll be presenting the Strengthening Families Program at The Lake of the Woods
Church. This is a fantastic 7-week program that equips parents, caregivers and young teens in many ways including:
- Helping parents/caregivers learn nurturing skills that support their children
- Teaching parents/caregivers how to effectively discipline and guide their children
- Giving youth a healthy future orientation and an increased appreciation of their parents/caregivers
- Teaching youth skills for dealing with stress and peer pressure
If you want to sign up or have questions, please send me an E-mail at (jordan.medas@lowchurch.org), call the
church office at 540-972-9060 or contact Ashley Jacobs at the Orange Office on Youth, 540-672-5484.
Please be in prayer over this wonderful program, the facilitators, and the families taking the steps to strengthen
their homes.
Enthusiastically His,
Jordan
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Mike Lemay, Minister

To Everything There is A Season – Honor your loved
one during our annual remembrance service, which will
be held Saturday April 19, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. This is a
candlelight service remembering our loved ones who
have gone to their eternal rest. If you have a loved one
who has passed within the last five years, you are invited
to participate in this service by sending a photo of your
loved one to Mike Lemay. Please write the name of the
person you are honoring on the back of the photograph.
For more information contact: Carol Twedt carol@
twedt.org Mike Lemay mike@lowchurch.org

Divorce Care
Divorce Care Support Group starts on February 18th
at 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Library. Contact Mike Lemay
at 540-972-9060 or by email at mike@lowchurch.org.
You can also register on line at “Divorce Care.” Click on
“find a group” and then click on “Lake of the Woods
Church.”
Walk With Hope - Cancer Support Group
The Walk with Hope cancer support group is open to
women and their caregivers who are actively in cancer
treatment, facing a cancer diagnosis or are cancer
survivors. If you or a loved one are facing cancer,
please feel free to join us. Meetings take place the third
Tuesday of the month at 2pm in the Founders Room.

Grief Share
Grief Share will begin Monday March 16th. This is a
support group for those who grieve the loss of a loved
one. The Grief Share Group meets on Monday nights
at 6:45 p.m. Please register on line at lowchurch.org or
contact Minister Mike Lemay, mike@lowchurch.org, or
call the church office at 540-972-9060
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John Higginbotham, Youth Minister

Who is the Timothy Group and what are they
currently doing?

Upcoming Events:
February 3 - Monday Night Archery Course begins.
Our youth leader and NFAA/USAA level 3 certified
archery coach, Eugene Slagle, will be leading archery
classes from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in Friendship Hall on
Monday nights. Our teen missionaries (level one archery
instructors) will host a 6-week Good News Bible Club in
tandem with basic to intermediate shooting instruction.
Archery equipment will be provided, and participants will
shoot both recurve and a compound bows. Participants
may also bring their own equipment. The cost of the sixweek course is $60. All proceeds benefit youth missions.

Every Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m., our Timothy Group
teen leadership team faithfully meets for prayer and
planning. With their leader, Jesse Owens, at the helm,
this group of seven young men and women is being
mentored to serve Christ through serving others. Each
Timothy Group member is a confirmed member of
The Lake of the Woods Church who has consistently
exhibited spiritual maturity and desire to reach others
with the Gospel through service and love.


Studying William Fay’s Share Jesus Without Fear



Praying for our government officials and writing Christian letters of encouragement



Handling all aspects of the Higher Grounds
Youth Worship Service each Sunday

February 9 - Valentines Pancake Breakfast Come to
church and bring your appetite. Youth will be serving
heart-shaped pancakes with yummy strawberry topping
plus bacon and sausage. A donation of any size will
help send our youth to the mission field this summer.

· Praise band

· Announcements

February 12 - Hoedown Showdown Game Night
(Re-Loaded). After being cancelled due to the snow in
January, the showdown is back. Teens will be dressing
up in their best cowboy or cowgirl attire and competing
in crazy games to earn points for their teams. From
nerf duels, to lassoing, to line dancing, there will not be
a dull moment. Canned goods will be collected for the
local food bank. The teens will hear a unique challenge
to share the Gospel.

· Passing out leaflets and Bibles
· Taking up offering

· Opening and Closing in Prayer


Researching and Presenting Navajo Current
Events to our summer missions team



Hosting a Good News Bible Club during Winter Archery Instruction



Serving those who worship at the Germanna
Heights Service



Leading teams of their peers into action
through community missions this Spring

February 16 - Missions Training Sessions will take
place after church on the third Sunday of the month.
This training is a requirement for teens who plan to do
mission work this summer. Teen missionaries will have
lunch at 12 noon and will finish by 2:00 p.m.

These wonderful young people are to be commended
for their service to their church and their community.
Please give them a smile and a word of encouragement
when you see them, and always keep them in your
prayers: Travis Bridgham, Ari Colson, Brennan
Hall, Bryson Higginbotham, Devin Jackson, Alex
Mahnel, and Adam Pellegreen.

February 23 - Teen Sunday at Germanna Heights
Our Timothy Group leadership team will be leading all
aspects of the Germanna Heights service. Please keep
them in your prayers as they serve.
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Belinda Divelbiss, Director

ENROLLMENT for 2020-2021
The Preschool children have been learning about Winter Wonders, Winter Wear, Polar Animals, Winter Animals and
Groundhogs. We will have our Valentine’s Day parties for our preschoolers on Thursday, February 13 and Friday,
February 14. Registration will begin on Thursday, February 3 for our returning preschool and school-age students
for the upcoming 2020-21 school year. Open registration for new enrollees begins on Tuesday, March 2. We are
anticipating a great response. Looking ahead we will have our Preschool Graduation for our four-year graduating
class on Friday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Worship Center. A reception will follow downstairs in the Discovery
Zone.
If you would like more information on any of our programs, please visit us at www.lowchurch.org or call Belinda at
540-972-2349. We ask for your continued prayers and support for this very special and growing ministry.
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Mandy Robinson, Director

It’s the month of Love! Our Children’s Ministry will be showing some love to people in our church and community.
R In Kids J-A-M (Jesus And Me) we will begin our Love First Lessons. The children will learn how much God
loves us and how he wants us to show that Great Love to others.
R February 3 - Monthly Meeting - Join us to learn how to get involved in VBS this year at 6:30 p.m. in the
Discovery Zone.
R February 14 - LOWC Valentine’s Day Parents’ Night Out - Children are invited to join us for Pizza and
Praise while Mom and Dad have a night out on Valentine’s Day, Friday, Feb 14th, 6:30-9:30pm in the Discovery
Zone. We will have activities for K to 5th grade and pizza for ages 4 and up. Nursery will be available for
Infant to 4 year olds (PreK-4 will have separate activities). Please bring food for Nursery attendees. Register
online at lowchurch.org. For more details contact Mandy Robinson at mandy.robinson@lowchurch.org.
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Prayer for Missions
Our Father and our God, your Word reminds
us of your special concern for the poor, the
homeless, and those facing adversity. We
pray for those living under bridges or in
make-shift tent villages, and for those who
have too little to eat: bless our ministry
to the destitute through our partner, the
Thurman Brisben Center, and give them the
gift of hope as they learn to put their trust
in you. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.

February Mission Partner of the Month:

The Brisben Center
Ted Gregg

“Not a hand out, but a hand up” This is the
approach and attitude that characterizes all that the
Brisben Center does for homeless people. The center
was tarted as a ministry in a church in Fredericksburg
in the 1980’s by a selfless women, Thurman Brisben,
to help the homeless at night in cold weather. It has
grown to be a 24/7 365 day residential center for
men, women, and children which provides services
for up to 80 people at a time. There are separate
men’s and women’s dorms. Some families are able to
live together in the family accomodations.

Frequently, faith is shared and residents receive
and share prayer. Though not officially a Christian
organization, God’s presence is felt there; his love
fills the air.
A wide range of services are offered to residents
from the beginning of their residence to after
they leave, have employment, and even after they
have homes. These include counseling for mental/
psychological needs, financial organization, job
search and interview training, and follow-on checkups. While at the center transportation is provided
for school children and adults who are seeking or
going to work.

With the support of churches, community
groups, governments, companies, and individuals,
this non-profit organization has joined together with
the City of Fredericksburg to establish the center
serving the city and four surrounding counties. Well
trained and experienced professional staff make
Brisben an efficiently run organization.

The program is designed to help people to
reenter regular self-supporting life. They are not
always successful. In 2018, 590 people were served
and well over 50 percent successfully achieved selfsupporting independent lives. The Lake of the
Woods Church collects hygiene items and new and
used clothing for residents at the Brisben Center.
Items can be dropped off at the Welcome Center in
the Gathering Place at the church.

The staff goes beyond efficiency to create a
loving and supportive atmosphere. The building
is neat with many decorative touches like murals
painted on the walls by staff and residents. Those of
us who volunteer there are constantly impressed with
the way staff and volunteers interact respectfully with
the residents.

Please go to brisbencenter.org for more
information or talk to Bill Fetzer at 703-856-3685 or
Ted Gregg at 571-216-8549 to volunteer.

Three meals a day are provided for all residents.
Volunteers from many community organizations
come to prepare or bring meals to Brisben. The Lake
of the Woods Church prepares lunch for Brisben
residents twice a month on Thursdays. All residents
are required to participate in the routine work needed
at the facility. Some help out in the kitchen along
with other volunteers.
Each time we serve lunch grace is offered.
Many on staff and some in residency are Christians.
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mation, please call the clinic office at 540-854-5922, the
church office at 540-972-9060 or go to their website at:
http://www.livingwaterclinic.life.

Community Outreach Updates
Bill Fetzer, Community Outreach Elder

Sunday, February 2 - Boy Scouts Breakfast Troop
197 will serve a hot waffle breakfast on Sunday, February 2. Please come before or after your service, and
enjoy waffles, bacon and sausage with your family and
friends. Meet our four newest Eagle Scouts (Matthew
Delahoussaye, Latham Browning, Daniel Lauber and
Clayton Cangelosi) and support our Scouts and their
leaders, who faithfully serve our community and congregation throughout the year. Breakfast will be served
from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon in Friendship Hall. If you
are interested in Scouting, being a merit badge counselor or want more information about our Scout Troop,
please call Chris Browning at 540-316-1456 (C) or Tom
Browne at 703-906-3732 (C).

OUR SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES

February 4 - Good News Clubs Begin Again
The Good News Clubs will begin again on Tuesday,
February 4, 2020 at the Locust Grove Primary and
Elementary Schools. Six teachers attended a CEF
training program in early January to refresh their training
skills for the remaining 2019-2020 school year. Contact
Alison Merrell at 540-412-6800 (H) if you would like to
enroll your student or volunteer as a Good News Club
teacher.

BOARD OF ELDERS

Opening Soon: Living Water Community Clinic –
Free Dental Clinic
The dental clinic construction project, complementing
the Living Water Community Clinic, is expected to be
completed in late February. A generous Lions Club
$3,000 matching grant will be used for dental clinic outfitting expenses. The number of patients seen by the
medical clinic staff continues to grow. The clinic had
over 80 new patients in 2019, bringing the total number
of patients seen by the clinic since opening in June 2016
to almost 400. Mary Washington Healthcare is providing free flu shots to clinic patients this year. If you
would like to volunteer at the clinic or need more infor
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Pastor Adam Colson

“God is a missional God. The Bible is a missional book. Jesus is a missional Messiah. If we are to be
Christ followers, we, too, need to be missional people.” You have heard me make that statement time and again in
our services, ministries, and trainings here at The Lake of the Woods Church. This year the church is celebrating a
true milestone. By the end of this year, we will have commissioned our fourth and fifth missionaries as a church.
Who are these five missionaries or missions that have gone forth out of The Lake of the Woods Church? In what
ministry are they involved? What impact are they making on the world? How can you support them and be a
part of the work that they are doing? Over the next five months, our Story to Tell section will focus on these five
missions and missionaries that we have commissioned and sent out. May their stories bless you and their testimony
impact others to answer God’s call to “go into ALL the world…” Amen.


April-Our Clinics are Changing Lives in Our Community



May-Our Chaplains are Reaching the Hurting Around Our State



June-A Couple from our Church Reaching Souls in Indonesia



July-A Chaplain from our Church Who Has Answered God’s Call into Full Time Christian Service to the
Most Forsaken Mission Field.



August-A Couple from our Church Transforming Lives Around the World.
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02/01
02/03
02/04
02/04
02/05
02/06
02/06
02/06
02/07
02/07
02/07
02/09
02/10
02/11
02/12
02/12
02/12
02/13
02/16

Christian Colson
Frances Lynch
Dan Banks
Bonnie Snoddy
Kathleen Olmstead
Millie Davis
Timothy Riffe
Deanna Jones
Louise Fletcher
Marsha Stumpf
Linda Green
Debbie Jockin
Mike Rieley
Micky Talbott
Betty L. Banks
Deo Hardman
Allen Gwaltney
Irene Robinson
Wendy Gwaltney

02/17
02/17
02/18
02/18
02/20
02/20
02/20
02/21
02/21
02/21
02/22
02/22
02/23
02/25
02/25
02/28
02/28
02/29

Jeannie Dietz
Judy Swarthout
Carol Twedt
Sandy Roth
John Bowles
Jordan Medas
Mark Everhart
Amanda Neely
Phil Harris
Eva Rico
Diane C. Blackwell
Kathy Duffy
Phyllis Palestri
Barbara Rakes
Sonya Walsh
Travis Bridgham
Nancy Edwards
Mike Rugless

02/13 Ed and Jennifer Suche
02/13 Jack & Toni Ruther
02/14 Randal and Susan Barnes
Whitehead
02/24 Andy & Suzanne Helsel
02/27 Dan & Betty Banks

LENT @ LOWC
Ash Wednesday, February 26th
6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service - Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Family Ash Wednesday Service
		Worship Center

LENT 2020
at
The Lake
of the
Woods Church

Wednesdays, March 4th - April 1st
Soup Suppers & Lenten Study Progam
5:00 p.m. First Seating Soup Supper
5:45 p.m. Second Seating Soup Supper
6:00 p.m. Communion Service (Sanctuary)
6:45 p.m. Family time of Worship in song
7:00 p.m. Lenten Study (Adults, Teens & Kids)

Holy Week Services, April 9th - April 11th
April 9th & 10th - Cantata - 7:00 p.m.
April 10th Good Friday Service - 12:00p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
April 11th Reflection & Prayer - 8:00 a.m. - Noon
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william.fetzer@gmail.com

CrossCurrents is a publication of
The Lake of the Woods Church
1 Church Lane
Locust Grove, VA 22508
(540 972-9060

“The Lake of the Woods Church”
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