
“For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may 

have eternal life.”  (John 3:16)
 
Have you ever tried to think 

about Christmas from the 
perspective of  God the Father?  

From before the foundation of  the world his greatest 
delight was in his son.  St. Augustine even suggests that the 
reason God created the universe in the first place was that 
from all eternity the love-relationship between the Father 
and the Son was so intense, dynamic, and overflowing that 
they wanted others (people – including you and me!) to 
share it with.

 
So, God created a world, and filled it with creatures 

made in his own image - men and women, boys and girls 
– who could love and be loved; persons that he could love 
and who could respond in some small measure in kind.

 
Before he ever created us, God saw our rebellion and the 

devastation that would inevitably follow it.  He saw what 
we would do to the world he made, and to each other , and 
the way we would spurn his love.  He saw the arms race, 
the centuries of  tyranny, the strife, pain, hatred, racism, 
neglect, abuse, hoarding, selfishness, greed, hunger, and 
the enslavement to sin and death.

 
And he said, “I love you.”
 
God says that the only way we would ever really believe 

in that love, and allow it to change us, was for him to come 
in person and accept every form of  mistreatment and 
rejection – and go on loving us straight through Bethlehem to 
Calvary, from a manger to the cross.

 

God saw that his kids were in trouble – most of  it of  
their own making – and he came in person to take their 
place.  He didn’t come as Father; he came as Son.  But 
the Father and the Son are one.  We celebrate the birth 
of  the Baby because of  his faithfulness in becoming one 
of  us, living for us, dying for us, rising for us, and living 
evermore for us, making intercession for us…that through 
him we might be reunited with the Father.

 
Joe Bayly, then editor of  Inter-Varsity’s His magazine, 

put it this way:
A Psalm for Christmas Eve

Praise God for Christmas. Praise Him for the 
Incarnation, for the Word made flesh.  

I will not sing of  shepherds watching flocks on frosty 
night or angel choristers.  

I will not sing of  stable bare in Bethlehem or lowing 
oxen, wise men trailing distant star with gold and 
frankincense and myrrh.  

Tonight, I will sing praise to the Father who stood on 
heaven’s threshold and said farewell to His Son as He 
stepped across the stars to Bethlehem – and Jerusalem.  

And I will sing praise to the infinite eternal Son who 
became most finite: a Baby who would one day be 
executed for my crimes.  

Praise Him in the heavens.  Praise Him in the stable.  
Praise Him in my heart.

Merry Christmas.  My love to you in him,

The Greatest Christmas Present
Dr. John W. Howe, Senior Pastor 
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A Changing of  the Guard
It is with very mixed emotions I write to inform you that 
two key members of  our church staff  are leaving:  Chris 
Wagoner, Executive Assistant, and Richard Kurz, the 
Director of  Plant Management.  

Both “signed on” shortly after I became Senior Pastor, not 
quite four years ago.

They leave for different reasons, Chris to take on new responsibilities with Cardiology Associates of  
Fredericksburg, and Rich to enjoy retirement.  

Happily, both will continue being very much a part of  the Lake of  the Woods Church!

Both Chris and Rich have served the congregation, the rest of  the staff, this pastor, and most especially the Lord.   
Both have put in many more hours than their job descriptions called for.

 On behalf  of  all of  us I want to say THANK YOU and Godspeed.

At its November meeting, the Board of  Elders approved the recommendations that Suzanne Lentine become our 
new Executive Assistant, and Warren Hamblet our new Director of  Plant Management. 

They will both begin on December 2nd.  Welcome aboard, Suzanne and Warren!

                                                JWH
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Curating Life 
Reflections from Sabbatical

 Rev. Adam Colson, Senior Associate Pastor

“My food” said Jesus “is to do the will of  him who sent me and to finish his work.”  

 While in Israel, Johanna and I spent one of  our “days off ” visiting beautiful artwork 
that was on display among the ruins of  Old Jerusalem.  The display had been carefully curated to capture the 
emotion of  the ruins around it.  As we walked through the artwork you could capture the emotion of  the artists.  
It was very obvious that the curator had done a wonderful job and had achieved the purpose to stir emotions.  
Self  help books often advise us to, in essence, “curate our lives” to be “choosy about activities making sure that 
they align with our life’s chosen theme.”  As a follower of  Jesus, our theme is to know and love Christ and to make 
him known.  
 
Author Cheryl Wunderlich writes, “Jesus was the ultimate Curator.  He could have done many things as the Son 
of  God, but He stuck to doing the will of  His Father.”  Over and over in the Gospels we read Jesus’ words that he 
only did what his father gave him to do; and he spoke only the words that his father gave him.  He never went out 
on his own pursuing his own agenda.
 
When we feel overwhelmed by our schedules, perhaps we do need some curating to take place.  That curating 
requires that we learn the difference between trying to accomplish work we have decided to take on ourselves 
and limiting ourselves to the work the Father gives us.  When we feel that there is not enough time in the day to 
accomplish our “to do” list and we feel overwhelmed, discouraged, defeated or even overbooked at the end of  the 
day…that may be a good sign we are getting our focus off  the tasks the Father has given us, and we are trying to 
accomplish his work by ourselves.  
 
When we feel overwhelmed and the pressure is making us not enjoy the simple things in life, it’s time to curate, 
to sort through our schedules and carefully remove the things that don’t belong…because God has not put them 
there.  
 
Curation gives us the chance to trade the rushed, hectic schedule for a beautiful transporting collection…time with 
God allowing us to get to know him better; purposeful investment in the things that will have eternal value; deeper 
relationships with others, and most wonderfully, an abiding peace that flows when we live in accordance to God’s 
design.  This Christmas set aside time in your busy, hectic schedule to curate your activities and your life.  Merry 
Christmas and happy curating!  

PLEASE NOTE! 
Communion Service on Wednesday December 18th  

will be held at 5:30 p.m. to allow all church members to  
participate in the LOWC Caroling event beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Friendship hall! 
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This Advent season, as we prepare our hearts, and joyfully and eagerly celebrate 
the arrival of  the Son of  God, God in the flesh, we, sadly realize much of  the 
world does not reflect the celebration of  the first coming of  the Savior of  the 
world nor the anticipation of  the second coming of  Jesus.  Fear, sadness, and 
despair can quickly become our world and we scarcely reflect the power of  the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within us.  Remember, “God did not give us a spirit of  
timidity, but a spirit of  power, of  love and of  self-discipline.”  (2 Timothy 1:7)  

What we are experiencing is nothing new. The entirety of  the Bible displays the 
constant tension between God’s people and those who would oppose Him. We should not expect that there will 
be complete peace prior to the return of  Jesus.  So, what now?  My advice for this Advent season...read through 
the book of  Psalms.  Don’t pick a few or randomly open to a page, read from Psalm 1 through Psalm 150.   Maybe 
read ten psalms a day for fifteen days or five psalms a day for thirty days.  Do it systematically and intentionally, and 
ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate God’s Word.

When we read the Psalms, we time and time again see the command, yes the command, to sing His praises.  “O 
come, let us sing to the Lord.. O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!” 
(Psalm 95:1,6)

Buddy the Elf  was spot on when he said, “The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.”  
Join us December 18th as we go throughout The Lake of  the Woods for our annual caroling event.  We will meet 
in the Friendship Hall at 6:00 p.m. for dinner then spread out around the lake to sing Christ honoring carols.  We 
will return to the church for hot chocolate, cookies, fellowship and family photo opportunities.

Come, let us adore him!
Jordan

Season of  Advent 
Rev. Jordan Medas, Associate Pastor
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By Mike Lemay, Minister

The next session begins 
March 9, 2020. This is a 
support group for those 
who grieve the loss of  

a loved one. The Grief  Share Group meets on Monday 
nights at 6:45 p.m..  Please register online through 
the church website at www.lowchurch.org/support or 
contact Minister Mike Lemay at mike@lowchurch.org.

Looking Ahead to 2020
To Everything There is A Season – A candlelight service 
will be held Saturday April 19, 2020 at 4:00 p.m..
to remember our loved ones who have gone to their 
eternal rest. If  you have a loved one who has passed 
within the last five years, you are invited to participate 
in this years’ service by sending a photo of  your loved 
one to:  
Remembrance Service, attn: Mike Lemay, 1 Church 
Lane, Locust Grove, VA  22508  - Please write the 
name of  the person you are honoring on the back 
of  the photo.  If  you would like the photo returned 
to you, please indicate this on the back of  the photo 
as well. For more information contact Carol Twedt 
carol@twedt.org or Mike Lemay at mike@lowchurch.
org
 

Coming Soon: 
You don’t have to go through separation or divorce 
alone.  Find help and healing for the hurt.

Divorce Care is a 
friendly, caring group 
of  people who will 
walk alongside you 

through one of  life’s most difficult experiences.  We 
are looking for Adult Leaders to work with our team.  
Contact  Minister Mike Lemay  at mike@lowchurch.org 
or Rev. Joradan Medas at jordan@lowchurch.org.

Walk with Hope –  A cancer support group for 
women that meets the 3rd Tuesday of  each month at 
4:00 p.m. in the Charter Room. 

For more information about the group check the 
church web site at www.lowchurh.org/support

Our Journey of  Hope® Cancer Care Ministry  is now offered 
by Lake of  the Woods Church. This program helps 
cancer patients and their families spiritually in the fight 
against cancer and is based on the Our Journey of  
Hope® spiritual outreach program sponsored by Cancer 
Treatment Centers of  America® (CTCA). 

Volunteer opportunity
The Outreach Visitation Ministry is in need of  
additional members.  This ministry  welcomes and visits 
with new visitors to our church. For more information 
please contact Minister Mike Lemay 540-972-9060 or 
email mike@lowchurch.org. 



6

Dear Church Family,

God’s love is absolutely palpable between the different generations of  our church family.  Twenty-five teen 
missionaries, dressed in black and white attire, served a delicious meal from Clearwater Grille to more than one 
hundred adults who have supported them throughout the year.  The meticulously decorated tables and the canopy 
of  white lights were beautiful, but nothing compared to the beauty of  hearing the teens testify to how thirty-
eight young souls were saved during this past summer.  After concluding the meal with a delicious cupcake from 
Sweet Reasons, teens guided their guests through an art gallery of  pictures from the summer mission field.  Upon 
celebrating all that had been accomplished for the Kingdom, our guests gave generously to help our young people 
“go ye therefore and make disciples of  all nations” in the summer of  2020.

In addition to celebrating, our church family has also been rolling up its sleeves to tackle the task at hand: Raising 
the necessary funds to do it all over again!  To support our teen missionaries who plan to carry the gospel message 
through sports camps to the children of  Navajo Nation and to the children of  our own community, our church 
family and local community mobilized in two major ways:

First, our Fall Classic at Fawn Lake raised over $17,000 with more than fifty local businesses and organizations 
sponsoring the golf  tournament.  Even in the pouring rain, we had a great turnout and a wonderful time of  
fellowship and golf.  Our golf  committee worked tirelessly from March to October to ensure that every detail of  
the event was handled.  The $5,000 increase of  support from last year was impressive!

Next, the crafters of  LOWC did it again!  After working all year to make homemade, one-of-a-kind, goodies, this 
special group of  ladies hosted another incredible two-day Bazaar.  Many bazaars have quantity.  Other bazaars have 
quality.  The LOWC Craft Bazaar has both.  The Friendship Hall buzzed with eager shoppers punching down their 
Christmas lists as teens carried the precious cargo to their vehicles.  After this two-day affair, the crafter’s group 
donated more than $16,000 to youth missions.

Please join me in praising the Lord for the success of  all three Fall events.  The same God, who promises to do 
abundantly more than we could ask or imagine, is indeed providing for all. He is asking us to do.  So, we thank 
you Lord for touching our hearts with your Gospel message.  We, then, thank you for the blessing of  training and 
sending our teens to share your Gospel message with others.  All praise belongs to Him!

December 1st Luminary Sales Continue Christmas Luminaries can be purchased “in honor of ” or “in memory 
of ” friends and family. Luminaries will be placed along 1 Church Lane and Exodus Way to decorate for our 
Christmas Eve services.  For a contribution of  any size to youth missions, a luminary will be placed, and the 
name and tribute will be listed on our church website.  Teens will be taking luminary orders on Sunday mornings 
December 1st through December 22nd.

By John Higginbotham, Youth Minister
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December 5th Youth Leader Appreciation Dinner and Tacky Sweater Contest Adult leaders and spouses 
gather for food, fun, and fellowship as we celebrate the birth of  our Savior.

December 18th Family Caroling Party This event will take place during youth group and will be for the whole 
family.  We will gather at the church at 6:00 p.m. for dinner, at 6:30 p.m. we will disperse to several parks within the 
Lake (how many determined by participation).  We will reconvene in the Friendship Hall  for hot cocoa, cookies, 
and a Christmas message.  There will be a family photo opportunity as well, so be sure to wear your most festive 
(tacky) Christmas sweater! 

December 22nd Luminary Sales End

December 24th Luminary Set-Up Teens who are interested and available will set up luminaries along One Church 
Lane and Exodus Way at 3:00 p.m.  Luminary clean-up will take place at 11:00pm.  Set up and clean up do not 
require a lot of  time.

December 25th No Youth Group   Merry Christmas!

January 17th-19th Winter Missions Retreat Teens will head to Edge Christian Camp in Surry, VA for an action-
packed weekend of  team building and training for the summer mission field.  The retreat is required for those who 
plan to be summer missionaries in 2020.  Teens will receive cross-cultural training, sports training, and evangelism 
training.  Our theme this year is: Crossover From Death to Life!   Pray that God sets the teens’ hearts on fire for the 
Gospel!  The cost of  this trip is only $25.
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It’s the most wonderful time of  the year.  When we celebrate the reason for our Christmas season.  Join us for some 
wonderful events this Christmas season to help keep our focus on the REAL reason for the season.

Saturday December 7 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Join us for a fun filled day of  Christmas cheer, crafts, and games for children K-5th grade.  Children will make crafts 
for special treats for Christmas morning, hear about the reason for the season and have a pizza lunch and games.  
We hope that your school age child will join us. Sign up online.  PS: Parents, this is a great time to get that Christmas 
shopping done!

Wednesday December 18 Family Caroling and 
Cocoa: NO KIDS CLUB just family caroling.
Join us Wednesday the 18th for Community Family 
Caroling and Cocoa.  We will meet at the church 
at 5:45 p.m. for  our usual dinner of  Chick-Fil-A  
nuggets and then head out as groups to carol in our 
community.  We will come toghether again at the 
church for cocoa, cookies and a Christmas message.  
We hope that you’ll join us for this great event.  
Parents must attend with Children 5th grade and 
below.

December 22 at 11:00 a.m. Worship Time: Our kids will join the praise band and lead worship for the service.  
We will be practicing during regular Wednesday night Kids Club nights and Sunday mornings.  Have your child 
come to practice to participate in this Christmas special event.  Contact Mandy Robinson for more info and to get a 
link to the songs at home.

By Mandy Robinson, Director
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It is amazing how this year is flying by! It’s hard to believe it’s almost Christmas!   

We held our annual Preschool Thanksgiving Program on November 15th....A great time was had by all!  Pastor 
Jordan Medas welcomed our guests and provided a Thanksgiving message.  Following a week of  rehearsals, the 
children’s performance was wonderful. 

The Child Care Center and Preschool will close early on Wednesday, November 27th at 4:00 PM.  We will also be 
closed for Thanksgiving, on Thursday, November 28th and Friday, November 29h.  

Looking ahead we will have our Preschool Christmas Breakfast and Christmas Program on Friday, December 
13th at 9:00 a.m. with breakfast downstairs in the Discovery Zone, The Program will immediately follow the 
breakfast, in the Worship Center.  

The Child Care Center and Preschool will also be Closed December 23rd – December 27th for Christmas and 
maintenance work that will take place during this time. 

As always, we ask and thank you for your prayers and support.

By Belinda Divelbiss, Director
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Prayer for Missions
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, you hold 
all life as precious. We ask you to cradle, 
guard and protect those most innocent and 
defenseless among us who are still in their 
mothers’ wombs. We thank you for the 
work of  the ThriVe Women’s Healthcare of  
Central Virgina in preserving the lives of  
these little ones whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
invited to come to him; we ask it in his 
name. Amen.

Time to ThriVe 
ThriVe Women’s Healthcare 

of  Central Virginia -  
Orange Center

 
2019 marks 35 years of  celebrating the ministry of  
ThriVe Women’s Healthcare of  Central Virginia 
(formerly The Pregnancy Centers of  Central Virginia).  
ThriVe is a life affirming, Christian ministry dedicated 
to helping women, teens and families in crisis 
pregnancy.  The Orange center is one of  four centers 
that serves nine counties and the city of  Charlottesville 
to provide women with no cost services and share the 
love of  Christ.

Their witness is: 

•	 HOPE for women, men and their families 
facing issues of  unintended pregnancy

•	 HELP through free and confidential counseling, 
education, medical services and adoption referrals.

•	 HEALTH by empowering individuals in making 
the choice for self-controlled, healthy lifestyles.

•	 HEALING through physical, emotional, and 
spiritual support.

The Orange center saw a significant increase in the 
number of  visits since adding an ultrasound machine 
and updating the clinic.  The women served in Orange 
are ages 15-34, with a few over 35.  The clinic changed 
from primarily a material provider to a ministry that 
shares the Gospel, affirms life and provides support.  
In the first nine months of  2018 there were two 
opportunities to share the gospel.  During the same 
time period in 2019 the gospel was shared 39 times.  
There were 140 visits for services at the Orange clinic 
in the first nine months of  2019.  If  you know of  
someone that needs women’s healthcare services, please 
direct them to this website https://thrivecentralva.org/
contact/

Recently a client came into the ThriVe clinic with an 
electric bill that was over $800.  The center’s Patient 
Advocate Coordinator, Bridgett, took the time to 

research ways to get that paid. Through Dominion VA 
Power she found the EnergyShare program.  ThriVe is 
offering resources to enhance and enrich lives.  They 
brochures for Living Water Community Clinic along 
with many other valuable resources.  They make 
suggestions for local churches as well so that clients 
can continue to be cared for physically and spiritually. 
ThriVe is about saving lives.

Please remember ThriVe Women’s Healthcare of  
Central Virginia in your prayers, praying for: 

•	 New partners to come alongside the ministry as 
it grows to offer medical services.

•	 Spiritual and physical protection for the Centers, 
staff  and clients.

•	 That God’s church will provide the resources to 
protect the unborn and to reach souls.

•	 Life assured for every baby.  Hope renewed 
for every family. Lives transformed through Jesus 
Christ.

The Orange center is open 30 hours a week and 
is staffed by Patient Advocate Coordinator, Bridgett 
Claiborne.  Every week a Registered Diagnostic Medical 
Sonographer and Dr. Karen Poehailos come to Orange 
to provide medical care.  Currently the Orange center 
has no volunteers.  

If  you can volunteer to this life-saving ministry 
please contact Bridgett Claiborne, 540-661-0099, or 
email orange@virginiapregnancy.org.  The center 
needs Patient Advocates, volunteer nurses, and 
event volunteers.  Check their website at https://
thrivefriendscva.org/
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By Bill Fetzer,  
Elder for Community Missions and Outreach

I always thank my God for you because of  his grace given you in Christ Jesus.   
For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of  speech and with all knowledge— 

1 Corinthians 1:4-5

Thanksgiving blessings - Multiplied

The Lake of  the Woods Church is experiencing its own version of  “feeding the multitudes” this year.  As I write 
this article, members of  our body are preparing to literally go out into our community on the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving to provide over 200 Thanksgiving dinner baskets that will feed more than 2,000 hungry people.  
To put this in perspective, last year we provided 14 Thanksgiving baskets to people who needed extra help at 
Thanksgiving. 

One hundred Thanksgiving baskets - Not enough

We are encouraged and inspired to organize such an effort by the generous contribution of  one of  our members 
who has been organizing Thanksgiving baskets for nearly 50 years.  We began this year by ordering 100 baskets, and 
within a few days, realized that there was a need in our surrounding community for more than double that amount. 
Throughout this Thanksgiving baskets campaign, we have been strengthened daily by the awesome power of  the 
Holy Spirit.  

This is not just a Thanksgiving “feel good” event.  We rejoice that we can provide food for the body to ease 
physical hunger, but we are seeking to feed our neighbors and ourselves both physically and spiritually - to satisfy 
the hunger in body and soul for the love of  Jesus Christ.  Below is the scripture message that was inserted in each 
of  the Thanksgiving baskets.  The recipients were invited to come and see who Jesus is, and they were invited to 
pass this Thanksgiving blessing on to others:

 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.  For the Lord is good  

and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.       
Psalm 100:4-5

 “As you are blessed this Thanksgiving, be a blessing to your family and neighbors.”

Thanksgiving blessings – Pass it on throughout the Christmas Season and the year

The blessings experienced by those on the Thanksgiving Baskets team who organized and offered to be the 
“hands and feet” of  Jesus this Thanksgiving have been incredible.  Volunteers stepped forward to help before being 
asked.  Members of  our body and staff  with specific organizing and logistics gifts came together in a short period 
of  time…seemingly effortlessly.  We pray that these small blessings will be experienced and poured out on all our 
families, friends and neighbors during this Christmas season and in the coming year.  To Christ be the glory. 
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There lived in the city of  Marseilles, a hundred years ago, 
an old shoemaker, loved and honored by all his neighbors, 
who affectionately called him “Father Martin”.

One Christmas he sat alone in his little shop, reading of  
the visit of  the wise men to the infant Jesus, and of  the gifts 
they brought, and he said to himself, “If  tomorrow were 
the first Christmas, and if  Jesus were born in Marseilles this 
night, I know what I would give him”  He arose and took 
from a shelf  two little shoes of  softest snow-white leather, 
with bright silver buckles.  “I would give him these, my finest 
work.  How pleased his mother would be!  But I’m a foolish 
old man,” he thought, smiling.  “The master has no need of  
my poor gifts.”

Replacing the shoes, he blew out the candle and retired to 
rest.  Hardly had he closed his eyes, it seemed, when he heard 
a voice call his name. “Martin!”  Intuitively, he felt aware of  
the identity of  the speaker. “Martin, you have longed to see 
me.  Tomorrow I shall pass by your window.  If  you see me 
and bid me enter, I shall be your guest and sit at your table.”

He did not sleep that night for joy.  Before it was yet dawn, 
he arose and tidied up his little shop.  Fresh sand he spread 
on the floor, and green boughs of  fir he wreathed along the 
rafters. On the table he placed a loaf  of  white bread, a jar 
of  honey, a pitcher of  milk; and over the fire he hung a hot 
drink.  His simple preparations were complete. 

When all was in readiness, he took up his vigil at the 
window,  He was sure he would know the Master.  As he 
watched the driving sleet and rain in the cold, deserted street, 
he thought of  the joy that would be his when he sat down 
and broke bread with his guest. 

Presently, he saw an old street sweeper pass by, blowing 
upon his thin, gnarled hands to warm them.  Poor fellow!  He 
must be half  frozen, thought Martin.  Opening the door, he 
called out to him, “Come in my friend, and get warm, and 
drink something hot.”  No further urging was needed, and 
the man gratefully accepted his invitation.

An hour passed, and Martin next saw a poor, miserably 
clothed woman carrying a baby.  She paused, wearily, to rest 
in the shelter of  his doorway.  Quickly, he flung open the 
door.  “Come in and get warm while you rest,” he said to her.  
“You are not well?” he asked.

I am going to the hospital.  I hope they will take me and my 
baby in,” she explained.  “My husband is at sea, and I am ill, 
without a soul to whom I can go.”

“Poor child!” cried the old man.  “You must eat something 
while you are getting warm.  No?  Let me give a cup of  milk 
to the little one.  Ah!  What a bright, pretty little fellow he is!  
Why, you have no shoes on him!”

“I have no shoes for him,” sighed the mother.
“Then he shall have this lovely pair I finished yesterday.”  

And Martin took down the soft little snow-white shoes he 
had looked at the evening before, and slipped them on the 
child’s feet.  They fit perfectly.  Shortly, the young mother 
went her way full of  gratitude, and Martin went back to his 
post at the window.

Hour after hour went by, and many needy souls shared the 
meager hospitality of  the old cobbler, but the expected guest 
did not appear.

At last, when night had fallen, Father Martin retired to his 
cot with a heavy heart.  “It was only a dream,” he sighed.  “I 
did hope and believe, but he has not come.”

Suddenly, so it seemed to his weary eyes, the room was 
flooded with a glorious light; and to the cobbler’s astonished 
vision there appeared before him, one by one, the poor street 
sweeper, the sick mother and her baby, and all the people he 
had aided during the day.  Each one smiled at him and said, 
“Have you not seen me?  Did I not sit at your table?” and 
vanished.

Then softly out of  the silence he heard again the gentle 
voice, repeating the old, familiar words, “Who so shall receive 
one such little child in my name receiveth me” (Matt 18:5).  
For I was hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty and ye 
gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me in.

“...Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
the least of  these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 

(Matt 25:35-40).

The Cobbler and His Guest
An adaptation from Where Love Is, There God Is Also  By Leo Tolstoy
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Women’s Guild November Programs
By Julie Phend, Member

Women’s Guild will wind up its 2019 programming with a potluck brunch and Christmas service on Thursday, 
December 5th. This is the only meeting Guild will have in December. The morning will begin at 10:00 a.m. with a 
potluck brunch in Friendship Hall. Bring a favorite brunch item: breakfast casserole, quiche, fruit, baked goods. 
There will be coffee, prayer, and conversation to start your day. After brunch, we will move into the sanctuary for 
Christmas devotion, including song, special music, and a homily by John Higginbotham. Don’t miss this special 
meeting. It’s the perfect way to get centered for the upcoming holidays.

December Service Projects:

Women’s Guild will sponsor an angel tree to support the foster child program in Orange County. Currently, there 
are 28 children in this program. On Friday, December 6th, the church will sponsor a party for these children and 
their families. Volunteers are needed to work in the kitchen, serve food, and help with clean up. (Note: If  you 
volunteered to bring a gift for the Angel Tree, it is due at the December meeting.)

On Monday, December 16th, members of  Women’s Guild will be caroling and serving cookies and punch at 
Dogwood Nursing Home in Orange, as we have done for many years. We will carpool, leaving from church at 9:30 
a.m. Afterward, carolers will have lunch together in Orange. Everyone is welcome! Please consider adding your 
voice to bring joy to the residents of  Dogwood. 

In other Guild News:

Following a presentation by Joel Tuminaro about Delauries Orphanage for Christ in Haiti, the Women’s Guild 
collected more than $2,000 for the orphanage, which feeds and educates 150 rural children and orphans, who 
would otherwise starve. 

Women’s Guild will resume its regular meeting schedule on Thursday, January 2.  Guild meets the first 
and third Thursday of  every month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Friendship Hall. Each meeting consists of  a 
short devotion, prayer, and a featured speaker, followed by a simple meal and time for fellowship. The meetings are 
always interesting, fun, and spiritually rewarding. In addition, the group participates in a service project each month 
to benefit the wider community. 

In January, the Guild will hold a “sheet shower” to benefit the Brisben Center, which houses the homeless. The 
need for twin size sheets and blankets is great. 

Join us for Women’s Guild. You will be blessed.
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By Kevin Paxton, Worship Arts Director
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By Rev. Adam Colson

This month for our “Story To Tell” article I have 
asked one of  our missionaries to share her story.  
Rosemary Willaford served with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship for many years and was supported by the 
church.  Recently she retired.  

Here is Rosemary’s story of  her and her husband’s 
journey with CEF.  

“Do you ever read the last chapter first in a book? 
My friends know that quite often I do – just can’t wait 
to find out what is going to happen. Do you ever wish 
you could do that with LIFE? I admit – I do! BUT that 
would take away our needing to depend upon God our 
Father and have faith that He knows, He directs, He has 
a plan. 

Little did Bill and I know when we got married in 
1966 what God had planned for our lives together! 
After 10 years in the Navy, then 27 years supervising the 
running of  two nuclear reactors, an opportunity came 
up for Bill to take early retirement at the age of  55. The 
option was presented and we walked through the open 
door not knowing what God had for the next leg of  our 
journey called “LIFE”.

As chairman of  the CEF State Board of  Virginia for 
eight years, Bill would often call Headquarters and ask 
if  there were any possibilities for a State Director as 
we had been without one for the last six years.  Their 
response would always be that they were working on it. 
In the midst of  a Retreat that we had put together for 
the staff  across the State bringing in the Vice President 
of  CEF of  International to be our speaker, God 
revealed the next part of  HIS plan for us. Bill was asked 
by the Board to step down as chairman and then to take 
the position of  State Director. 

At that point in time, we asked God for ten years, and 
indeed, God gave Bill those ten years.

From traveling over the five states for which Bill 
was responsible as Mid-Atlantic District Director to 
spending time with our Virginia state staff, God chose to 
write the rest of  the chapters of  Bill’s life here on earth. 
With joy in serving, love for his staff, and a heart for the 
children, God led us each step of  the way. 

What a privilege and delight it has been for me to 
serve as Administrative Assistant to CEF of  Virginia 
for 18 ½ years. As I come to the end of  the book on 
my serving with CEF, I do it knowing that God can use 
each of  us – we just have to be willing. Having grown 
up in a sending church and being under the teaching of  
Pastor Richard Seume – a man who had a huge heart 
for missions - being a “missionary” seemed far out of  
reach – not even an addendum to my book. I could 
pray for them, support them, encourage them, and I 
considered that to be what God had for me. But God 
had a different plan.

As I have had the opportunity to be at Lake of  the 
Woods Church over the years and worked with many 
of  you in CYIA, I always know that you have a heart to 
reach others for Christ and many of  you have become 
family who are so dear and precious to me. Words 
cannot express how much I thank you for all that you 
have been to me during this portion of  my journey. 
From encouragement, to participating in CEF training 
school, to majorly praying for the ministry and for me 
and for financial support – none of  this would have 
been possible without you being the feet and hands of  
Jesus to support in all areas of  my life. 

My prayer for you is that you will see Jesus as you walk 
through the chapters of  the book He has written for 
YOUR life.”
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12/01 Frank & Stacy Kalder
12/02 Richard & Monique Wright
12/03 Scott & Shannon Smith
12/05 Don & Pat Cope
12/08 Greg & Christie Leitz
12/12 Ray & Toni White
12/15 Roland & Janite Hamilton
12/16 Danny  & Dee Thompson
12/19 Bruce & Beth Sundberg

12/19 Randy & Robbie Royce
12/22 George O. & Diane C. Blackwell
12/23 Warren & Toni Hamblet
12/29 Eddie & Vicki Greenan
12/29 Craig & Diohn Benedict
12/30 Robert & Joyce Haring

12/01 Linda Rupard
12/01 Warren Hamblet
12/02 Sally Goodrich
12/03 Lois Bailey
12/03 Tracey DeMarco
12/03 Gene Daly
12/04 Gladys Southern
12/04 Jennifer Lovell
12/04 Ruth Poch
12/04 Joe McFadden
12/06 Joan Schafer
12/06 Heather Naples
12/07 Jim Hopkins
12/07 Steve Dement
12/08 Tracey Williams

12/09 Molly Medas
12/10 Ed Taylor
12/11 Janice Mackes
12/12 Edward Rossi
12/12 Janice Mincey
12/13 Jeff  Woosley
12/13 Samuel Jones
12/14 Lisa Kuhn
12/14 Holly J. Schwartz
12/15 Gary Duley
12/15 Jill Johnson
12/17 Doug Rogers
12/18 Erlinda Wight
12/19 Stone Leighty
12/20 Wendy Boheim

12/21 Wayne Thompson
12/21 Linda Vranken
12/22 Janet Sanborn
12/23 Jackie Hill
12/23 Robert Haring
12/23 Dick Manthei
12/25 Sally Reder
12/27 Alice Ann Halverson
12/28 Kathy Strickler
12/28 Anna Jockin
12/28 Rosemary Mills
12/28 Daniel McGee
12/29 Sparky Watson
12/31 Art Griggs
12/31 Laura Handy
12/31 George Schneider
12/31 Betty Collins
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Monday

   8:30  a.m.    Aerobics  
  7:00  p.m.      AA Group   
 
Tuesday

  7:30  a.m.     Pastor’s Bible Study for Men 
  9:30  a.m.    LOWC Crafters Group
10:00  a.m.    Ladies Bible Study 
  3:30  p.m. Good News Clubs 
  4:00 p.m. Cancer Support Group -( 3rd)
   5:00  p.m.     Bell Choir - Sanctuary  
   5:30  p.m.  Senior Singles  
 6:30   p.m.   Choir Practice 
7:00   p.m.   Praise Team Practice 
 
Wednesday

  8:30  a.m.   Aerobics 
  9:00 a.m.   MOPS 
10:00  a.m.   Restoration Dance Preparation       
 6:00  p.m.   Communion Service 
 6:00  p.m.   Family Dinner 
 6:30   p.m.   Youth Group 
 7:00   p.m.   Shining Hands Ministry 
 7:00   p.m.  Kid’s Club 
 7:00   p.m. Adult Elective Education Classes 
 7:00   p.m.   AA “Big Book” 

Thursday

  9:00 a.m.   Shepherds Meeting  (3rd Thurs)
  9:30  a.m.   Prodigal Prayer Group (2nd)
10:00  a.m.   Women’s Guild  (1st & 3rd) 
10:00 a.m. Faithbooking & Faithcarding (2nd & 4th)
  1:00  p.m.   Second Half  of  Life Bible Study (1st & 3rd) 
  5:00 p.m.   Living Water Community Clinic  
       Medical Office Appt.  (1st, 3rd, 4th, & 5th) 
  6:00 p.m.   RISE Special Needs Education 

Friday

  8:30 a.m.   Aerobics   
10:00 a.m.   Malachi 3:16 Bible Study 
  7:00 p.m.   AA Group 

saTurday

 7:00  a.m.   Men’s Bible Study Group  
10:00 a.m.   Restoration Dance Ministry
9:00 a.m. Living Water Community Clinic (2nd)   

Pastors in Worship    
December 2019

Weekly Church Activities
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Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation

Sunday December 15th

Lunch at 12:15 p.m.
Ham provided

Please bring a side or 
dessert to share

Meeting begins at 12:45 in 
the Worship Center
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william.fetzer@gmail.com

CrossCurrent Newsletter
Articles for the January 2020 issue are due  

by Friday December 13th at 2:00 p.m.

CrossCurrents is a publication of   
The Lake of  the Woods Church 

 1 Church Lane 
Locust Grove, VA  22508

(540) 972-9060     
  www.lowchurch.org   

  
 “The Lake of  the Woods Church”  


