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Stewardship

Dr. John W. Howe, Senior Pastor
“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6 – 7)

My friend, John Guernsey, now a Bishop in the Anglican Church of North America, told a
story some years ago about a couple of hunters who chartered a plane to fly into the Canadian
wilderness to hunt moose. When the pilot returned a week later, he saw them standing by
the runway with the two enormous moose they had bagged. “I told you guys I could only take the two of you and one
moose out of here,” he said. “It’s going to be much too heavy; you’re going to have to leave one of them behind.”
But they protested: “Last year we took out two – in a plane exactly like this one; the other pilot let us do it.” So,
finally he agreed. They loaded the two moose onto the plane, the hunters and all their gear. And it shuddered and
shook all the way down the runway…
It barely lifted off, cleared the trees…and crashed into the side of the mountain.
There is debris everywhere. Provisions everywhere. Moose everywhere. One of the hunters staggers out in a daze
and asks: “Where are we?” The other looks around and says, “I think we got a couple hundred yards further than we did
last year.”
Guernsey said he has come to the conclusion that most churches draw up their budgets on the basis of doing the
same thing as last year, only hoping that somehow this time we’ll get just a little bit further!
When we hear the word “stewardship” most of us think of money. Money is certainly a very large part of stewardship,
but in fact stewardship involves the whole of life: what we have, what we do, and who we are. A “steward” is anyone
who manages that which belongs to another. If we belong to Jesus, then everything we think of as “ours” is really his.
And one day he will ask each of us to give an account of how we managed it.
Traditionally it has been said that stewardship involves Time, Talent, and Treasure, and we have decided to use the
Sundays in October to think together about stewardship on this larger basis.
On October 6, our Youth Minister, John Higginbotham, will focus on the Stewardship of Time. John is wrestling
with that reality constantly in his personal life. He and Tracy have four children, all adopted, and John oversees our very
extensive youth ministry while also pursuing his seminary studies toward ordination next year.
On October 13, Associate Pastor Jordan Medas will preach on the Stewardship of Talent. In recent weeks Jordan has
shared with us his vision for developing a Worship Arts Academy here at the Lake of the Woods Church. Before coming
onto our staff two years ago Jordan was juggling two jobs – teaching in the public school and being worship pastor at
Zoan Baptist Church on Route 3. He witnessed the increasing cutting back on the arts in our public schools: drama,
dance, music, painting, crafts and visual arts. And he began to dream of those disciplines being once again rooted in the
local church, as they were historically. He shared that vision with me and with the Board of Elders last spring, and we
enthusiastically and unanimously endorsed implementing it here at LOWC.
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The first two “courses” – in painting and drama – will commence the week following his preaching (on October 14
and 17 respectively).
On October 20, the Chairman of our Board, Bud Moody, will be sharing a very special video and speaking
about the many Ministries of the Lake of the Woods Church, both locally and around the world. We are
privileged to be part of one of the most ministry-minded and outreach-oriented congregations I have ever known.
There is much more to LOWC than even most of its members realize. We hope you will be greatly blessed,
encouraged, and perhaps inspired to become more deeply involved than you are already.

Finally, on October 27, I will tackle the subject of the Stewardship of our Treasure. As most of you know, over
the past three years I have promoted having a Stewardship Call, and we have asked for written pledges (signed
or unsigned) to underwrite our budget. For whatever reasons (and I think there are a number of them), this has
not been well-received here. Many of our people give generously and sacrificially, but they simply do not want to
make a written pledge. One person said, “It’s not in our DNA.”

So, we are not going to continue the practice this year. But we do have hopes and dreams of dramatically
expanding several of the ministries God has entrusted to us. And we do have a physical plant that requires
continual maintenance. And such things as multiple HVAC systems that need to be replaced. And a staff that has
not had cost of living adjustments since 2017.

So, as part of the much bigger picture of Stewardship, we are asking everyone to seek the Lord’s guidance
and direction as we plan for the coming year. We are finalizing a challenging budget for 2020, and we are asking
Jesus to give us “2020 vision” regarding it.

My love to you in him,

2

Sabbatical Entry
Rev. Adam Colson, Senior Associate Pastor
During my Sabbatical I am
keeping a journal of what
I am learning, what I am
studying and what God is
showing me on the trips that
I take. Each month I will
share some of those entries
with you.

Part of my time of sacred rest this month has been
visiting the Holy Land. Johanna and I arrived in Israel
on September 12, and toured the sites where the
stories in the Bible took place. We were moved to visit
Bethlehem, Calvary, Galilee, Caesarea, Jericho, the Sea
of Galilee, the Dead Sea, the Jordan River and so many
other amazing locations. The two places that stood out
to us the most were the Upper Room and the Jordan
River. Upon entering the Upper Room, it was Sunday
morning and church services and Mass’ had just let
out. As you can imagine there are a lot of churches
in Jerusalem. Just as we were walking through the
door to enter the Upper Room the bells from all of the
churches in the area began to ring. The glorious sound
of the bells, the emotion of the Last Supper, and the
VERY STRONG presence of the Holy Spirit in that room
overwhelmed Johanna and me. Try as we might, we
could not fight back the flooding emotion. As tears
ran from our eyes the warm embrace of the Holy Spirit
became so strong that there was no denying his holy
presence.
When we left the room
to visit King David’s
grave (right underneath
the Upper Room) I took
a few steps and then
turned and walked
back into the room
and was amazed that
immediately upon
entering the room the
emotion and spiritual
embrace returned.

As my first month of Sabbatical comes to a close, my
overall take away has been “surprise”. I have been
surprised that God wasted no time speaking to my
heart and sharing wonderful truths in my study and
reflection time. As I have studied the book of Genesis
I was reminded that work was an integral part of our
world. God gave Adam work to do in the Garden of
Eden, and Adam was in paradise. Work has its place
and purpose, but without a clear understanding of
work, we struggle with Sabbath rest. This message
also rings true in the Creation story in Genesis. Each
day after creating, the Bible says “and the evening and
the morning were the (first, or second or third, etc)
day.” Our all powerful, all knowing God could have
created the entire universe at once, and yet in the story
recorded, he breaks at the end of each day. Why?
Could it possibly be to give us the clear message that
we are to allow ourselves to rest in the midst of our
work? As I have studied the scriptures during this time
of rest, I do not believe God ever intended for us to pull
“all-nighters”. In fact, the Psalmist tells us “In vain you
rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat-for he
grants sleep to those he loves.” (Psalm 127:2) And of
course, we read in the Scriptures of how God took a day
of rest on the Sabbath, the seventh day, and declared
and gave that
day of rest to his
creation. Sacred
rest!

Johanna and I did not
want to leave the room.
It was a wonderful life
changing experience.

Continued on page 12
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Worship Arts Academy
Rev. Jordan Medas, Associate Pastor
The other day, as I
glorifying God. I hope you’ll consider taking a
was preparing for
course offered by the Worship Arts Academy.
the first two course “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
offerings of The
Praise the Lord.” Psalm 150:6
Lake of the Woods
Church Worship
Arts Academy,
Kevin Paxton, our
Music Director sent
me this quote:
“The function of art in worship is similar to the role
of the clean house, the beautifully decorated dining
room, and the lovingly prepared meal in a birthday
celebration. It embodies the occasion in such a
way that the event is served. Just as the house, the
table, and the food [turns a] birthday into a special
occasion, so art forms turn worship into a special
event, serving it, assisting it, creating it.” -Robert
Webber, Worship is a Verb: Celebrating God’s
Mighty Deeds of Salvation

Trunk or Treat
Looking for a safe alternative to trick-or-treating in
the neighborhood?
Join us Thursday, Oct. 31 from 6pm to 8pm as
we enjoy and evening of “Trunk or Treat.” Cars
will be lined up in the upper parking lot ready to
hand out candy and other items to the kids in our
neighborhood.

Wow! Talk about hitting the nail on the head!
That is my hope and my prayer, for the Worship
Arts Academy (WAA); to serve, assist and
create each worship service into even more of a
celebration and special occasion, worthy unto the
Lord.
The preacher is gifted in storytelling and conveying
the message of God’s grace through words. The
painter is gifted in storytelling and conveying the
message of God’s grace through visual aesthetics.
The dancer is gifted in storytelling and conveying
the message of God’s grace through movement.
The actor is gifted in storytelling and conveying
the message of God’s grace through dramatic
representation. The musician is gifted in
storytelling and conveying the message of God’s
grace through song.

Wednesday Night Women’s Group
We welcome all women to a Bible Study Group!
We will meet every Wednesday night from 6:308:00 p.m. in the Church Library. Dinner is served in
the Friendship Hall for everyone attending church
activities, from 5:45-6:30 pm every week. We
encourage and invite all Women to Join Us!

God has gifted us all, to tell His story, through
our story, in unique and creative ways. Our hope,
through the Worship Arts Academy, is to help
develop the talents and hearts of worshipers
created in the image of God, for the purpose of

Questions? Contact Susan Mahnel, Coordinator
(540-903-6073) or Diane Rivenburg, Mentor (540538-6647)
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By Mike Lemay, Minister
Cancer Support Monthly Good Health Tip
Volunteer Opportunities:
Cancer patients have often heard many of the
following customary phrases and begin to see them
as empty, trite or cold:
• “God will work all this to the good, you will see.”
• “If you only have enough faith, I am sure you
will get well.”
• “God will never give you more than you can
handle.”
• “Let me know if there is anything I can do for
you…” and then the person is gone.
• “I will pray for you...” and then there is no
praying done.

We are looking for a couple of people who would
like to join the outreach visitation team. This is a
way to meet new people and get them oriented to
the church.
2ND Half Bible Study – for men and women
over 60. 1st & 3rd Thursday’s at 1:00 p.m. in the
Founders Room. Our study continues on Isaiah.

Cancer is a personal journey. Listen and pray
before offering specific scriptures. Ask God what
He wants to say to the cancer patient. Jesus said
different things to different people. He asked one,
“Do you want to be well?” He asked another what
the problem was. Another time, He asked a man if
he believed Jesus could heal him. To another, He
simply said He wanted to heal him and told him
to be healed. Jesus was very specific in what He
said to each person because He wanted them to be
healed from the inside out. Cancer patients need
their spirit to work with their body in this battle.
Cancer patients need to know someone is praying
for them.

Grief Share – is a support group for those who
grieve the loss of a loved one. Current session
meets on Monday nights at 6:45 p.m. in the Library
Walk with Hope – cancer support group for
women that meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month
at 4:00 p.m. in the Charter Room. Next meeting is
October 15th.

Our Journey of Hope® Cancer Care Ministry is now
offered by Lake of the Woods Church. This program
helps cancer patients and their families spiritually
in the fight against cancer and is based on the
Our Journey of Hope spiritual outreach program
sponsored by Cancer Treatment Centers of America®
(CTCA).
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Greetings from the Youth Department
By John Higginbotham, Youth Minister

Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” (Mark 1:17) As His disciples followed Him, Jesus
taught them how to fish for people. He invested
heavily in a small group, teaching them how to make
disciples who could make disciples. When He gave
the Great Commission just before His ascension, he
turned the fishing project over to the ones he had
trained. If a believer goes out and converts someone
to the faith, then one soul is saved. However, Jesus
did not say to go out and make converts. He said to
go and make disciples. Why? If a believer disciples
someone until they can make disciples then kingdom
efforts are multiplied. Jesus invested three years of his
life in discipling the twelve, so they could in turn go
out and do the same. This same multiplication process
continues today and is continuing right inside of our
youth group on Wednesday nights!

October 11thand 12th SLUGfest/Home Helps will begin
at church on Friday night at 6:00 p.m. when the bus
rolls out of the parking lot. We will travel to Central
Park in Fredericksburg, reaching Funland by 6:30 p.m.
After three hours of unlimited pizza, games, go-carts,
and laser-tag, we will head to Skyzone trampoline park.
Teens will jump and hang out until 11:00 p.m. We plan
to get back to church by midnight. After a rejuvenating
seven hours of sleep, the teens will join the LOWC
home helps team to work on yards and do light home
repairs for those in our community who are not able to
do for themselves. Lunch will be provided for the teens,
and they will be dismissed at 1:00 p.m.
October 30th Halloween Game Night is a one of
the teen’s favorite nights of the year. Our costume
party begins at 6:00pm with a buffet of Halloween
treats ranging from mummy hotdogs to slime dip
(guacamole) and chips. Our costume contest will kick
off at 6:30pm before a panel of judges. Games, prizes,
and lots of candy! We will close out the evening with a
powerful gospel message. Bring your friends!

The teens who completed confirmation class last May
have now joined those who were already serving on our
Timothy Group leadership team. This group of teens
is strong in the faith and able to teach. All seven have
recently returned from the summer missions field where
God blessed their efforts with a harvest of 38 new
believers. Now the Timothy Group members have been
challenged to disciple their peers on Wednesday nights.
They break the Wednesday crowd into four groups
according to age and gender, then teach the basics of
the gospel through the Alpha Series.

November 2nd Go Ye Therefore Banquet will be held
in the Friendship Hall from 6:00-8:00pm. Tickets go
on sale for $15/ ticket on Sunday, October 6th. We
will enjoy a scrumptious meal provided by Clearwater
Grill, and our youth will serve the meal to our guests.
This banquet honors those who have supported youth
missions in the last year, provides a platform for our
teen missionaries to share testimony from the field, and
challenges us all to fulfill the great commission through
supporting our teen missionaries.

The Timothy Group meets every Sunday morning
from 8:30-9:30am to prep and pray for the upcoming
Wednesday session. Teaching the Alpha Series is only
one facet of their many responsibilities. They also drive
the youth calendar and facilitate the Higher Grounds
youth service by making the announcements, taking
up the offering, passing out the service leaflets, running
A/V, and opening and closing in prayer. These seven
leaders are having a tremendous impact on their peers
both here at church and in their community. Please join
me in praying for their leadership, their teaching, and
their impact for the Kingdom of God.

Thank you, church family and local community, for
another successful Fall Classic Golf Tournament to
benefit 2020 Summer Missions. We are grateful for
the outpouring of support that made this event special
for our golfers and successful for our summer missions
efforts. We hope everyone who participated enjoyed a
beautiful day of golf and the blessing of taking part in
Making Christ Known in summer 2020.
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By Mandy Robinson, Director

Join us for Trunk or Treat!

Join the Kids for their very own worship.
Kids JAM Jesus and Me for a special worship time with the kids.
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By Belinda Divelbiss, Director

We are enjoying the cooler weather, school is back in session and we continue to be busy in our
preschool program. The Preschool and All-Day Child Care for children ages three and four are going
great, and we are currently full. We are also full in our School-age Program for before and after school
care. We are maintaining a waiting list for those who wish to be part of our program.
The preschoolers will attend their first field trip of the year to Braehead Farm October 16th. The
Preschool will celebrate fall with a Fall Festival Costume Party on Thursday, October 31st.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support of our ministry and programs. We are truly blessed
to have a loving and dedicated staff.
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Prayer for Missions

O God, you spoke the world into being and you
still communicate with us today: we give you
thanks for the ministry of MergeLane Media,
bringing in-depth Gospel training to thirdworld countries and the persecuted church.
Thank you especially for the creative skills and
technical expertise of Dave and Celia Olson.
We pray for your guidance as they seek to bring
clarity to an uncertain and confused world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mission Partner of the Month for October

due to the growth in the video streaming industry
as well as being perfectly placed to serve small
to mid-size churches. They have developed a
product they call Digital Pastor. From the islands
of Ecuador to the frozen north of Siberia, Digital
Pastor is helping plant churches in remote areas.

MergeLane Media was founded in 2009 by Dave
and Celia Olson, former members of The Lake of
the Woods Church. They have been involved in
the media ministry for 30 plus years and lead a
team of devoted people who have taken their work
to the very ends of the earth. The MergeLane
mottos is: “Merging truth and technology to
transform lives!” Dave and Celia are missionaries
of the Assemblies of God, now serving primarily
in the Latin American and Caribbean region.
Nevertheless, they respond to opportunities and
needs around the world.

In 2018, MLM was able to launch a global
missionary training platform called PMC
classrooms. This site and online training platform
have more than 1,000 current students from over
100 countries around the world and are being
translated into a number of languages. There have
been requests coming from all corners of the world,
and they desperately need staff members to help
care for these new challenges. Their most recent
requests have come from limited access regions of
the world.

Dave’s personal testimony is “I have been
working in the media world for more than 30
years helping to develop tools for companies and
ministries around the world. As Assemblies of God
Missionaries, we have developed a philosophy that
is quite simple: ‘Those who tell the story shape
their world.’ My faith has given me focus and
strength to face the changing world. I would that
others would find the faith that I have found in
Christ.”

MLM is just completing the construction and
outfitting of a recording studio in Medellin,
Colombia. This will be one of the key components
for recording and developing materials for the
Hispanic region of the world.

MLM specializes
in transformational
technology services
to transform lives,
ministries and
schools. Their major
focus is remote areas
who don’t have the
services the rest of the world enjoys but must
depend upon mobile media. The future belongs
to that which is mobile. MLM has grown from 509
viewers online each month to more than a million
users per month. Much of their success has been
9

Additionally, the AA recovery groups that
previously met in the RISE Center have returned to
the church, meeting on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday beginning at 7:00 p.m.
By: Bill Fetzer, Elder for Community Missions &
Outreach
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.’ (Matthew 25:40)
After a very busy summer of training for Good
News Across Sports, the Navajo Nation mission
trip, Boy Scout outings, and serving Brisben
Homeless Shelter meals, our Community Missions
Teams are re-energizing and gearing up for a
fruitful Fall season of ministry in our schools,
families, neighborhoods and church.
The Good News Clubs have started the new
school year at the Locust Grove Primary and
Elementary Schools with many new children eager
to learn the “Good News about Jesus.” Thus far,
64 children have registered to attend the Good
News Clubs.
The Home Helps Fall Weekend is scheduled for
Friday and Saturday, October 11 and 12. Our Home
Helps Teams provide much needed home repairs,
yard cleanup and other services to homeowners
who have physical or financial limitations. The
Home Helps program received a well-deserved
Community Service Award from the Lake of the
Woods Association in September.

Boy Scout Troop 197 has engaged in a full
summer of hiking and camping activities. Two
boys are advancing toward attainment of the
Eagle Scout rank. Several more hikes and camping
trips are in the planning stages for October and
November. Our Cub Scout Pack 197 currently
needs adult leadership. The Cub Scout program is
so important in the positive development of highly
energetic young boys. Parents, please contact
the church office to learn how you can volunteer
to help your boys participate in the adventure of
scouting.
We say: “Thank you, thank you, thank you!” to all
our volunteers and staff on the many Community
Missions teams who sacrifice their valuable time,
talents and treasure in responding to the Lord’s call
to serve our neighbors. So often, the unheralded
and difficult work behind the scenes and countless
hours of training, planning and cleanup make a
huge difference to those in the most need.
Blessings and love to all who serve and are
served by you.

The Living Water Community Clinic continues
to see an increasing number of patients. The clinic
currently has two key focus areas; recruiting new,
medically qualified providers and completing the
requirements and construction build-out for the
Dental Clinic.
Religious Instruction for Special Education
(R.I.S.E.) began their new Fall program in
September. While remodeling of the current LWCC
and RISE Center is underway, the RISE group is
meeting at the church in Room 210 on Thursday
evenings beginning at 6:00 p.m.

The Navajo Nation Mission Team - July 2019
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flowers the Guild has collected. You may choose
to make either a spring or fall wreath on a straw
base. Cost will be $3.00 to cover the wreath and
ribbon. Only 14 wreaths are available, so check
ahead to see about availability.

Women’s Guild Fall Programs

October 17: Fabric artist BJ Elvgren will give a talk
called “Piecing it Together.” Examples of her fabric
art will be on display.

By Julie Phend, Member
Welcome to Women’s Guild of Lake of the Woods
Church!

October’s Service Project will benefit the Blue Star
Mothers, who send packages to service men and
women. We will collect items for the packages and
raise funds for postage.

Women’s Guild meets the first and third Thursday
of every month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in
Friendship Hall of LOW Church. Each meeting
consists of a short devotion, prayer, and a featured
speaker, followed by a simple meal and time for
fellowship. The meetings are always interesting,
fun, and spiritually rewarding. In addition, the group
participates in a service project each month to
benefit the wider community.

November 7: Joel Tuminaro (son of member Rose
Tuminaro) will speak about an Orphanage Mission
he supports in Haiti. He will also provide special
music.
November 21: Karen Howe is the featured speaker.
Her topic is “God is Love.”

Here’s what’s coming up:

All women are welcome, regardless of church
affiliation. Registration is not necessary, and there
is no cost to attend. However, if you need childcare,
please contact Mandy Robinson, Children’s Ministry
Director at the church at 540-972-9060 by the
Monday preceding the Guild meeting.

Oct 3: Lynne Manthei will be the featured speaker.
Her topic is “God is Good.”
After the luncheon, Nancy Bowles will offer a class
in Wreath-making, using the abundance of silk
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Continued from page 3

When we arrived at the Jordan River, Johanna wanted to
renew her vows of baptism in the Jordan River.
It was a great honor to be able to assist my wife in
this. As I was lifting her out of the water, others began
to gather in the area where we were. At first it was

ladies from our tour group who were from Mexico
and Spain that asked if I would “baptize “ them as they renewed their vows. I was happy to assist them.
As I was immersing the ladies in the Jordan River another group came and asked if I would assist them.
The ladies were from Nigeria, Ghana and Cameroon. The African group had never been baptized. They
had received Christ, but they were waiting to be baptized in the Jordan River. As they walked into the
water they broke into singing “Holy Spirit You Are Welcome Here” first in English and then their native
tongues. It was absolutely amazing! When they came up out of the water they were radiant and weeping.
It was such a joy to be a part of their spiritual journey. Hearing them sing and glorify God in their native
tongues gave me a wonderful picture of what heaven will be like when there are people from all tribes, all
nations, all tongues glorifying
God together. “Salvation truly
does belong to our God, who
sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb.” Amen
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By Kevin Paxton, Worship Arts Director
Robert Webber says that “worship does God’s
story.” As I am completing my degree program
at the Webber Institute for Worship Studies, this
simple phrase has been the mantra of both the
school and its students. But what does it mean
to do God’s story? And what story are we talking
about?

As we move past the Word, God draws us to
his table, where we can receive the sacrament
of Communion. Instituted by Christ himself on
Maundy Thursday, the table offers us the unique
privilege of receiving the grace of God through
his body and blood. Through receiving the gifts of
Communion, we as God’s people are restored to
the fullness of humanity.

There are four main events which take place in
Christian worship: the people gather, they hear and
respond to the Word of God, celebrate the Table,
and are sent. This order of worship is designed to
tell and act out the Christ-event. The story of God
is found in the life and work of Christ, who revealed
himself to the world, died to defeat sin, and rose
as the fulfillment of creation. In worship, this takes
place through the presence of the Word, and
sharing in the restoration of the Table.

Alexander Schmemann, in his book, “For The Life
of the World”, writes that “since God has created
the world as food for us and has given us food as
means of communion with Him, of life with Him,
the new food of the new life which we receive from
God in His Kingdom is Christ Himself. He is our
bread - because from the very beginning all our
hunger was a hunger for Him and all our bread was
but a symbol of Him, a symbol that had to become
reality.”

But first, the church must gather. As the church
gathers, they are brought into the presence of God.
Through song, prayer, and word, God is revealed as
the author of creation. The church gathers so as to
prepare themselves to hear the Word. Hymns are
sung, sins are confessed, and prayers are spoken.

The final act of worship is the sending. We are
called to be a “light to the world”, and to go the
ends of the earth. The end of worship, therefore, is
just a beginning. We are being sent, having heard
from God by his word and sharing communion with
him. Our lives have been re-oriented by celebrating
the work of God through Christ, and so now we
must share that good news with everyone!

“Through the Preparation”, Webber writes, “the
body of Christ is readied to hear the Word with a
sense of peace and expectancy.” The next part of
worship is the reading and response of the Word
of God. Scripture readings are the literal voicing of
God to his people. God speaks to us through his
Word, and we respond in adoration with phrases
such as “thanks be to God”, acknowledging His
word as the ultimate authority. A sermon follows,
teaching and sharing with the people the richness
of scripture and God’s plan for salvation.

Our worship, through a biblical lens like this, is a
trans-formative experience. We are, through various
actions, engaging in a dialogue with God and
his story. Celebrating the work of Christ, we are
reminded of the power of the cross, and of the love
of God. I encourage you to look for the narrative
nature of our worship, and celebrate God’s story
each week through song, word, prayer, and table.
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CHRISTMAS IN JUNE?
The Polar Express is rolling in to LOWC

collecting items for the shoe boxes. We invite our
small groups, Sunday School classes, and others
to join us in June as we celebrate and proclaim the
Good News of Great Joy which is for ALL PEOPLE!

By: Rev. Adam Colson, Senior Associate Pastor
The Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist and playwright
Edna Ferber once wrote, “Christmas isn’t a
season. It’s a feeling.” That is more than true with
our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) program.
Although it has a Christmas feel to it, boxes are not
only distributed during Christmas season, they are
distributed year round.

As our church sets aside time next June to reflect
on the message of the manger we are planning fun
activities, devotional reflections, and opportunities
to spread that message in our own community and
around the world…sooooo “All aboard the Polar
Express!”
Join us as we celebrate Christmas in June. Start
collecting items now and putting them aside for
this fun new focus. Author Peg Bracken said, “Gifts
of time and love are surely the basic ingredients of
a truly merry Christmas.” Let’s have a truly merry
Christmas as we take the proper time we need to
share the love of God this summer.

In preparation for our Fall and Advent schedule, we
have made the decision to try a completely new
and exciting approach to OCC. Every year we have
a scheduling problem with Stewardship focus, Craft
Bazaar, Fall ministries and OCC. Finding space
and time for all of these ministries and programs
to exist during the same time frame is a great
juggling act and does not allow us to give any of
the programs or ministries the proper time and
attention they deserve. After meeting with Dr.
Howe, talking with our Children’s Director, Mandy
Robinson, and passing it by our Missions Elder and
Committee, we have decided to hold Christmas in
June.

DID YOU KNOW: When we called Samaritans
Purse with our idea, they LOVED it and asked if
they could share it with other churches.
DID YOU KNOW: If you would still like to
participate this fall, you can do so by logging on to
Samaritan’s Purse and packing a shoebox online.
Follow the link below to participate. https://www.
samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/
buildonline/.

In 2020 our Vacation Bible School theme is trains,
so we are rolling in the Polar Express this summer
to collect shoe boxes for Operation Christmas
Child. The children, during VBS, Good News
Across Sports, and other summer activities will be

Save the Date!!
VBS 2020
June 8th - 12th
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10/01 Barbara Crawford
10/01 Ruth Price
10/02 Michelle Lyons
10/03 Molly Fulton
10/03 Bob McManis
10/04 Gene Slagle
10/05 Lynn Duley
10/06 Rose Tuminaro
10/06 Chelsea Schafer
10/07 Rebecca Wheeler
10/07 Laurie Knights

10/05
10/09
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/13
10/18

10/08 Selena L. Rave
10/08 Ken Pounsberry
10/08 Rod Lackey
10/09 Suzanne Roberts
10/11 Kay Zello
10/11 Devon Weichel
10/11 Sharon Killian
10/12 Theda Massie
10/12 Sally Shope
10/12 Ken Johnson
10/13 Barbara Miller

Jeffrey & Melissa Liebold
Noah & Barbara Rakes
Jim & Belinda Divelbiss
Chip & Cheryl Fulghum
Thomas & Cheryl Phillips
Andrew & Ruth Rayne
Alfredo & Daphne Klein
Marc & Helga Birdsong

10/13 Roberta Klooster
10/13 Anneliese Rozelle
10/13 Gloria Heath
10/13 Milbrey Bartholow
10/15 John Seymour
10/15 Dave Dietz
10/16 Hugh Risseeuw
10/17 Judith Hall
10/18 Dale Gunn
10/19 Vic Larson
10/19 Angie Neely
10/19 Sallie Wallace
10/20 Becky Malamphy
10/20 Joyce Bowers
10/20 Bill Jones
10/20 Thomas Phillips
10/21 Robin Riffe
10/21 Lynn Manthei
10/22 Timothy Hall
10/22 Diane Rivenburg

10/18
10/18
10/20
10/23
10/23
10/28
10/28
10/31
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10/23 Debbie Risseeuw
10/24 Leslie Gage
10/24 Charlotte Baker
10/24 Vicki Gingrich
10/25 Nancy Moore
10/25 Patty Bell
10/25 Shari Gregg
10/26 Kelly Dyer
10/27 Dee Adams
10/27 Karl W. Larson
10/28 Susan Whitehead
10/28 Gail Smith
10/29 Jack Gill
10/29 Suzanne Lentine
10/29 Bonnie Chadwick
10/30 Joan Schulle
10/31 Richard Wright
10/31 John Gingrich

Bob & Eileen McFarland
Gary & Holly Schwartz
Peter & Jean Taylor
John & Vicki Gingrich
Joe & Sandy Roth
Ted & Joyce Hetrick
John & Donna Seymour
Bob & Sally Shope

Arts & Crafts Bazaar
Saturday November 16 9:00 - 4:00
Sunday November 17 9:00 - 1:00
~Saturday only~
Pancake Breakfast & BBQ Lunch will be served

~Bake Sale (Saturday)~
~ Kitchen & Bath Gifts/Accessories ~
Jewelry ~Wall Hangings~
~Doll Clothes~ Cards for All Occasions~
~Seasonal Wreaths & Center Pieces ~ Baby Items
~ the ever popular “Scrubbies”
and so much more!
All proceeds benefit LOWC Youth Missions
Cash * Checks * All Major Credit Cards Accepted
16
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Weekly Church Activities
Monday
8:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday
7:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Aerobics
AA Group
Pastor’s Bible Study for Men
LOWC Crafters Group
Ladies Bible Study
Good News Clubs (resumes Sept. 17)
Cancer Support Group -( 3rd)
Bell Choir - Sanctuary
Senior Singles
Choir Practice
Praise Team Practice
Aerobics
MOPS
Restoration Dance Preparation
Communion Service
Family Dinner
Youth Group
Shining Hands Ministry
Kid’s Club (Resumes August 21st)

Thursday
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Adult Elective Education Classes
AA “Big Book”
Shepherds Meeting (3rd Thurs)
Prodigal Prayer Group (2nd)
Women’s Guild (1st & 3rd)
Faithbooking & Faithcarding (2nd & 4th)
Second Half of Life Bible Study (1st & 3rd)
Living Water Community Clinic
Medical Office Appt. (1st, 3rd, 4th, & 5th)
RISE Special Needs Education

Friday
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Aerobics
Malachi 3:16 Bible Study
AA Group

Saturday
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study Group
Restoration Dance Ministry
Living Water Community Clinic (2nd)
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Pastors in Worship
October 2019

Save the Date for the 5th Annual Trees of Life Gala
to benefit the Living Water Community Clinic.
Friday November 22 from 5:30 - 9:00 p.m.
at the Lake of the Woods Clubhouse.
Silent auction, served dinner and music. This years theme is “Casting the Nets.”
Visit the church website www.lowchurch.org in the coming weeks
for more information and to purchase tickets.
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william.fetzer@gmail.com

			

CrossCurrent Newsletter
Articles for the November 2019 issue are due
by Friday October 11th at 2:00 p.m.

CrossCurrents is a publication of
The Lake of the Woods Church
1 Church Lane
Locust Grove, VA 22508
(540) 972-9060
www.lowchurch.org

“The Lake of the Woods Church”
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