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Maintaining Relationships
Dr. John W. Howe, Senior Pastor

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for you.” (Philippians 1:3, 4)
I had a favorite professor when I was in college, Thomas Foster Lindley, PhD. He was a former
Methodist minister, who turned to Philosophy when he found himself unable to deal to his own
satisfaction with “the problem of evil” in the lives of his parishioners. “How do you answer disability and death?” He looked
for academic answers.
I found him to be one of the most congenial and helpful professors in my whole academic career. We were not always
“on the same page,” but he was as supportive as a professor could be of an undergraduate student wrestling with these
weighty issues. He gave me an “A” for an independent study on the subject of “truth.”
Karen and I had him and his wife, Judy, for dinner, and one night they returned the favor. I learned that one of my fellow
students, Sarah Boyd, and her husband had been invited to the Lindleys’ home for dinner on the same night Karen and I
were scheduled.
Sarah and I hatched a terrible practical joke. We arranged to arrive at the Lindleys just a moment apart, the Howes first,
and then the Boyds.
As they came up the walkway, Karen and I said, “Oh, no, it’s the Boyds…. What are YOU doing here?” They replied, “We
were invited; what are YOU doing her?”
Judy Lindley nearly had a heart attack! When we realized how horribly seriously the Lindleys were taking it we
immediately broke it off. Happily, we had many good visits afterward.
Foster and Judy visited Orlando in 1990 and took Karen and me out to dinner. We had a wonderful time and laughed
again over our prank of so many years ago. But our paths didn’t cross again after that.
A dozen years ago I called Foster, just to see how they were doing. He told me Judy had died several years previously.
I was shocked, saddened, dismayed to learn this. It didn’t seem possible, but of course, it was. I think of that saga often,
especially when someone in our congregation, or a member of one of our families passes away.

Continued from page 1

Death comes to every one of us, and death should always be a reminder to ask ourselves: How am I doing with
the Lord? And how am I doing with the friends and acquaintances he has given me?
Have we “kept up” with people who are important to us? Is there someone we really need to telephone today?
Are there those we should remember with a little note, email, or even a visit? Time is fleeting, and we need to make
good use of it.
Even more importantly, when God brings a friend, an acquaintance, a relative to mind – especially one we
haven’t seen for some time – it is good to follow St. Paul’s example: bring that person before the Lord in your prayers.
The Lord may have put him/her on your heart for exactly that purpose.
My love to you in him,
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Sabbath Rest
Rev. Adam Colson, Senior Associate Pastor
active worship is moving me to take this course. I look
forward to seeing how God will use what I learn to grow
the many ministries we have on Route 20.

“but during the seventh year the
land shall have a sabbath rest, a
sabbath to the LORD;
you shall not sow your field nor
prune your vineyard.”
Leviticus 25:4

I will also be attending a couple of conferences while
I am away. In October I will be attending and speaking at
the Fuel Pastor’s Conference at Liberty University. I look
forward to sessions on pastoral growth and development.
In November I will be attending an annual mission’s
conference in Kentucky for a time of renewal and refocus.

Dr. Howe and the Board of Elders have given me a
wonderful gift for the next three months…a sabbatical.
I want to say “thank you” to the Board of Elders and
Dr. Howe for blessing me with this time. This past
July 1st I started my 14th year here at The Lake of the
Woods Church. Church policy encourages pastors to
take a sabbatical every 7 years, and so, with Dr. Howe’s
encouragement and the Board’s vote, I have agreed to
take a three-month sabbatical. During my sabbatical
I will be focusing on rest, spiritual renewal, and time
spent traveling and studying. Johanna and I will be
visiting the Holy Land in September. Dr. Howe described
the Holy Land to us as a “spiritual pressure cooker”. We
look forward growing spiritually as we walk where Jesus
walked and see the Scriptures come alive as we visit the
locations and places from the Bible.

Lastly, I look forward to spending time in prayer,
meditation and journaling while I am away. Sabbath rest
was introduced in the Old Testament as a time to allow
the ground to heal. As I take a break from sowing and
pruning, I pray that God will use this time to sow into my
life and prune where He sees I need to be pruned. I ask
for your prayers as I take this time away and look forward
to recording and sharing my journey with you each
month in the Cross Currents. Thank you, church family,
for this time of rest and renewal. I pray that it will not
only be a blessing to my family, and me, but also to the
church upon my return.
“The gift of the Sabbath must be treasured.
Blessed are you who honor this.”
― Lailah Gifty Akita

During this time I will also be taking an online
graduate course in Church Planting and multi-site
campus ministry. My love for the ministries on route 20
and my desire to move those we minister to into ongoing

We Have A Story To Tell....
To Foster or Not
In August we spent one Sunday focusing on the needs of children and calling for church members to stand in
the gap to reach the children in our community and church. We asked for individuals to step forward to serve in our
Children’s Dept. Good News Club Ministry, and in our Foster Ministry. Following that sermon, Mandy (our Children’s
Director) received over 18 responses from individuals to volunteer in the Children’s Dept. We also received five
responses from families willing to serve as either Foster Parents or Respite Grandparents. The story of one couple
in particular truly testified to God’s answer to prayer. After the 11 o’clock Contemporary service a couple came to the
front to share their story with me. They had told me that for weeks they had been praying for God’s direction on
whether to have another biological child or if they should foster.
Continued bottom of page 10
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Coming Soon: The Lake of the Woods Church
Worship Arts Academy
Rev. Jordan Medas, Associate Pastor

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.”
1 Corinthians 10:31
We were created to worship our Lord God. “The chief end of man is to praise God
and glorify Him forever.” (Westminster Confession of Faith). With the decline
of support for the arts in public schools, now is the time for the church to bring
music education and development, more specifically the worship arts, back into
the church. We should take responsibility for training and equipping children,
teens, and adults in the worship arts.
There can be no denying that our God is creative. Therefore, being made in his image, we should be creative in the
arts focusing on drawing others closer to God with the talents the Lord has blessed us with: music, dance, drama,
and visual arts. “It is important to understand that praise and worship are not only vocal but also audible, and visible
- all of which are scriptural.” (David Edwards, Worship 365)
Beginning this Fall, The Lake of the Woods Church will be offering
courses for children, teens, and adults in the areas of music, dance,
drama, and visual arts. The intent of these courses is to help
develop the arts in our community as an act of worship. Watch for
announcements in the Sunday leaflets, on the church website and on
Facebook for classes as they become available. Contact Pastor Medas
at 540-972-9060 or jordan.medas@lowchurch.org if you have any
questions.

Wednesday Night Women’s Study (Formerly MOMSNext)
We invite all women to a new Bible Study Small Group! We will meet Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8 pm in the
Church Library. Dinner is served for all families participating in Wednesday groups, in the Friendship Hall from 5:456:30 p.m. every week.
This ministry meets at the same time as our Kid’s Church and Youth Group.
In September, we will begin our Beth Moore Bible Study, “Mercy Triumphs”, based on the Book of James. We
encourage and invite all women to join us!
Mission Statement: We will put our faith in God and trust him as we grow in our spiritual walk:
---By opening our hearts to the grace of God through prayer for one another, the study of God’s Word and
fellowship together with the Holy Spirit.
---By offering women, support, encouragement, hope and friendship.
Our theme Bible verses: Old Testament-Proverbs 3:5-6, and New Testament Philippians 4:6-8
Questions? Contact Susan Mahnel, Coordinator (540-903-6073) or Diane Rivenburg, Mentor (540-538-6647)
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By Mike Lemay, Minister
For those who still feel guilty about considering their own
needs, take a moment to consider what you would hope
for if the situation were reversed.

Next GriefShare® – Griefshare meets Monday evenings
for 13 weeks. The current class began August 26th. For
more information or to register please contact Carol
Twedt 540-972-8196. Registration is also available on the
church website. www.lowchurch.org/support-groups.

Seek Out and Find Support
Getting physical and emotional support yourself allows
you to support your loved one to the best of your ability.
2nd Half Bible of Life Bible Study (a study for ages 60+) - a There are several wonderful books available. A favorite is
new study on Isaiah began August 15th. Join us the 1st and “Cancer Journey: A Caregiver’s View from the Passenger
3rd Thursdays 1:00 p.m. in the Charter Room.
Seat” authored by Cynthia Siegfried. Hearing about the
experiences of someone who has been in your shoes in
Walk with Hope Cancer Support Group for women and
an honest and open way, can help you feel less alone in
their caregivers.
your current role as caregiver.
Reprinted with permission from CTCA Journey of Hope website Maintain Your Boundaries
Give as you can but know your limits. Many people
What to know as you care for a loved one with cancer
become overwhelmed, depressed, angry, or resentful
Caring for a loved one with cancer is one of the greatest
because they feel uncomfortable maintaining their
expressions of love. Putting aside the busyness of life to
personal boundaries.
care for one less fortunate can be incredibly rewarding,
and there are few things we do in our day-to-day
Walk with Hope Cancer Support Group for women and
lives that are as important. At the same time, being
their caregivers. Walk with Hope Cancer care ministry is
responsible for the care of a family member or friend can a hope ministry. While it involves prayer, counsel, visits
be exhausting, and if adequate attention isn’t given to
and assistance, it is centered on bringing God’s hope to
self-care, can lead to compassion fatigue and burnout.
patients and their caregivers, family and friends. This
What can caregivers do to care for themselves while they requires an understanding of the impact of cancer, how
care for others?
people react to it and how God has called His people to
respond. Above all, it requires us to have within ourselves
Take Care of Yourself
an unfeigned hope that we can pass on to those in need.
Getting adequate rest, exercise, and good nutrition
We discuss cancer care topics such as nutrition and ways
are more important than ever when you are caring for
to combat the effects of treatments. We meet every 3rd
another. Despite the importance of self-care, many
Tuesday of the month at 4:00 PM. We are sponsored by
people put their own needs on the back burner while
Cancer Treatment Centers of America Journey of Hope.
caring for a loved one with cancer. Neglecting your own
health, however, is not only harmful to you, but reduces
Next meeting will be September 17th at 4:00 p.m.
your ability to be the best caregiver possible. Just as flight
attendants tell people to put on their own oxygen mask
The visitation ministry is seeking members of our
first, it’s not only important but necessary to put self-care church to be Shepherds. Being a part of this ministry
first on your list.
requires one meeting per month and contact with other
members. Contact Janet Bocook 540-972-9023 or Mike
Lemay 540-972-9060 or mike@lowchurch.org
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Greetings from the Youth Department
By John Higginbotham, Youth Minister

We have an incredible group of teen missionaries! After
training at CYIA, spreading the Gospel both locally and
abroad through 5-Day Sports Camps, then serving at
VBS, our teens headed to the mountains for a week to
personally re-charge and focus on their own walks with
Christ. Fifty leaders and teens experienced Teen Camp
at Shenandoah Springs in Madison, VA. Pastor Jordan
served as our camp pastor, leading us through a powerful
series on the full armor of God. Teens also spent an
hour each day with Ed Lyons from Persecution Project,
learning of the pain and persecution currently being
experienced by Christians in South Sudan. Through our
Snack Shop, we raised $560 to bolster the local church
in the Nuba mountains of South Sudan. As the teens
begin a new school year, they enter the year rejoicing
that thirty-eight souls received Christ during their
missions-filled summer. Teen missionary testimonies
will be shared during the Go Ye Therefore Banquet on
November 2nd! Mark your calendars!

August 28th Annual Parent Meeting will take place during
youth group. Parents and teens will eat dinner together
at 6:00pm. Teens, parents, and leaders will go over
policies, procedures, and opportunities to volunteer with
Mr. John. We only have one parent meeting each year, so
please make sure this meeting makes it to your calendar.
September 1st Youth Leader Training will take place in the
café after church. Lunch provided.
September 4th Praise Band Auditions will take place
this night during youth group. All levels of talent are
welcome to audition. We are looking to identify teens
who desire to lead praise and worship in a corporate
setting, whether downstairs each Sunday or periodically
upstairs in the 11:00 a.m. service. While hoping to find
a slot for everyone, it is necessary to establish a plan for
each individual as well as for the praise team based on
talent and experience.

Blessings,
John

September 30th The Fall Classic will be held again this
year at Fawn Lake Country Club and will benefit youth
missions in the summer of 2020. Whether you are an
avid golfer or just wish to support our teen missionaries,
there is a way for you to get involved. Visit our church
website at www.lowchurch.org/events to register to play
in this four member scramble or to identify a way to
sponsor this event.
SAVE THE DATE!
***Annual “Go Ye Therefore” Banquet to celebrate
youth missions on November 2nd ***
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By Mandy Robinson, Director

What a great summer for Lake of the Woods Children’s Ministry! We welcomed over 230 kids into the church for
Vacation Bible School. We led over 20 kids to Christ during the week as we shared the gospel. We were so blessed
by each and every child that came through our doors from Good News Across Sports, to the Musical of David and the
Rock Slinger, to Vacation Bible School. We pray each child was equally blessed by our church as well.
The new school year has begun, and we are looking forward to
seeing the children again on Wednesday Nights and Sunday
mornings. We would love to have you come share in the fun that all
the kids are experiencing. If you have a heart for Jesus and would
love to help the children learn about that relationship, please come
and talk to Mandy Robinson. She can help get you plugged into
Children’s Ministry.

7

By Belinda Divelbiss, Director
The Child Care Center children and staff had another great summer! We started a little earlier, the end of
May, and went back to school August 12th. We had a lot of fun activities planned and went on some cool field trips
with the school-age children. The preschoolers had their own fun back here at the church. They enjoyed special
activities that included making a stuffed animal, outside play, and water days.
We are ready and excited to start the new school year. Our Preschool Program began on Monday, August 26th.
We are blessed to be completely full in both our Preschool Program, and our School-age Programs.
As always, we would like to thank everyone for their prayers as we traveled to and from our field trips.
If you have any questions, want to inquire about our programs, or be put on our wait list, please contact
Belinda or Tracy at 540-972-2349 or visit us on the web at www.lowchurch.org, Click on “Ministries”, and then click
on “Child Care Center.”
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Prayer for Missions

Lord Jesus, you invited little children to come
to you when others would have pushed them
away. And you said that all must become like
children to enter your kingdom. So, please
help us to welcome these little ones through
our Sunday School and youth ministries, and
through our Good News Clubs and the ministry
of Child Evangelism Fellowship. We ask it in
your Name. Amen

Mission Partner of the Month
Child Evangelism Fellowship
Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) - The world’s largest
Bible-centered organization teaches boys and girls the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, disciples the children in the Word
of God and establishes them in a local, Bible-based
church. In 2018, CEF reached over 25 million children
around the world with more than ten million of those
children professing a faith in Christ during CEF programs.
CEF is operating in every country except North Korea and
has a plan in place to enter North Korea in the future.

Using the CEF CYIA sponsored training programs and
skills learned in the Spring, several teens from The Lake
of the Woods Church worked tirelessly to introduce the
Gospel to children at Dance, Sports and Drama Camps
during Good News Across Sports locations in Orange
County this summer.

Key Ministries of CEF – Good News Clubs are conducted
weekly in local neighborhood settings throughout the
school year. The 5-Day Club is a one-week summer
program consisting of fun-filled Christian learning
activities. The 5-Day Club program engages adults and
teens who have completed the Christian Youth in Action
(CYIA) training program with skills to reach children
aged 5 through 12.

Planting CEF Fruit in the Navajo Nation – Nine teens
from the church participated in the Navajo Nation
Mission trip to Smith Lake, New Mexico in early July
where they pulled double duty, working with our adult
construction and repair crews during the day and
teaching the Gospel to the Navajo children through
Dance and Sports Camps in the evening.
State and Regional Representatives – The Lake of the
Woods Church provides financial and prayer support
to our CEF representatives, Rita Beale, the State CEF
Coordinator for Virginia and Cari Neff, the Coordinator
for CEF of Greater Richmond. They have been
instrumental in supporting our training requirements
for qualified Good News Club Teachers and Teens in the
Christian Youth in Action program.
Making Christ Known - Heeding God’s will in
Matthew 28:18-19 “to make disciples of all nations,”
CEF is impacting the world, reaching into our very
neighborhoods and using many members of our
church family to make a difference in the lives of the
rising generations. We are honored and blessed to be
partnered with CEF in this “Great Commission!”

Research indicates that children aged 14 and under are
80% more likely to receive the life-giving salvation of
Jesus Christ than those who are older. The Good News
Clubs and 5-Day Clubs are designed to introduce and
teach the Gospel to children on their level and in their
environment. These programs operate worldwide, taking
place in primary schools, elementary schools, local
community centers and private homes.
Local CEF Programs – Currently, the Good News Clubs in
the Locust Grove Primary and Elementary Schools are an
important mission supported by The Lake of the Woods
Church. Ministry Stewards, Martha and Vincent Sukites
led our local Good News Clubs for 9 very successful years,
after devoting their entire lives to bringing spiritual
leadership to children. Martha and Vinny have been
highly effective ministry stewards providing caring
guidance and direction to teachers and the children
enrolled in the program.
Martha and Vinnie retired last year, passing the
Stewardship role to Alison Merrell who hasn’t missed a
beat in organizing the Clubs for the 2019-2020 school
year. Several adults from The Lake of the Woods Church
teach the Gospel in the Good News Clubs in the Locust
Grove Primary and Elementary schools. Fifty-seven
children in the surrounding community were enrolled in
our Good News Clubs last year.

Read more about CEF on their website:
http://www.cefonline.com.
CEF’s motto is “Every Child, Every Nation, Every Day.”
Good News Clubs in our local schools will begin in
September. Information will be sent home with children
attending the Primary and Elementary schools.
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Home Helps
Weekend
“And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do
it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Col 3:17)
Home Helps focuses on doing deeds in the name of the
Lord Jesus. To put our love for him into action.
The Home Helps Ministry sponsors two mission
weekends each year, providing home repairs, yard cleanup and other services to home owners who have physical
or financial limitations. Last spring a Home Helps team
repaired steps and posts on a porch for a crippled man.
He wrote, “You have no idea how much this helped us.
God bless all of you for the generous help you provide
the community.”

will meet at the church at 8:15a.m. on that Friday and
Saturday to pray and divide into teams. Teams of 2 – 6
people will proceed to homes to clean, repair, rake, paint,
build, install, whatever is needed, and to listen and
share! Teams will return to the church for lunch and to
share the morning’s experiences. Afternoon work should
end by 4:30.
Are you willing to serve, not knowing how God will use
that act? Registration will be held in the Gathering Place
on September 8th and 15th, online through the church
website or you may register at the Community Mission
kiosk.
Identifying home owners who need help is not always
easy. If you know someone who needs help with home
projects please contact Dave Blackistone, 540-972-3555
or dblackistone1@verizon.net. The ministry will pay for
all materials used.

Our next Home Helps mission weekend will be held on
October 11th and 12th. The format
is similar to previous years. We

We Have A Story to Tell - continued from page 3
They had determined that they would make their
decision on that Sunday. They prayed asking God to
give them some leading, and when they arrived at
church Sunday morning, parts of the sermon focused on
fostering and the need we have for more Godly Christian
foster parents to serve in our Foster Ministry. They came
to the front, beaming, following the service to tell me
that God had given them an answer. They would be
taking the Foster training to become a Foster Family in
our church. God desires to answer our prayers and speak
to us when we are willing to listen. Have you heard God’s
call? What is he asking you to do? Maybe you have been
praying about serving in our Children’s Dept. or in our
Foster Ministry. Why not reach out to the church today?
We would love to have you be a part of the amazing work
that God is doing.
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Flower Guild’s Beautiful Note Cards
Available Now
The Flower Guild has created a set of 12 note cards
with envelopes which feature the Sanctuary and Worship
Center flowers. The six designs include arrangements
from Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, and also winter,
summer, and spring seasons. Appropriate scripture verses
further express gratitude for the Lord’s creations.
Members of the Flower Guild have the note
cards available now. The cost is $10 for the set of
12. Contact Nancy Bowles, Diana Duffy, Judy Hall
or Brenda Rogers for more information.
Before and after Sunday services on
September 8th and 15th, the cards will be available
in the Gathering Place. These note cards are
perfect for your personal note writing, for gifts
for Christmas, birthdays, family events, and even
church friends who have moved away

the Woods after she retired in 2003. They have two
daughters and four grandchildren.
Pat’s talk will be followed by a “picnic” lunch of fried
chicken, homemade sides and desserts. ALL are welcome
to attend.

Women’s Guild Fall Kickoff Meeting
By Julie Phend, Member

The LOW Church Women’s Guild will hold its fall kickoff meeting on Thursday, September 19 at 10:00 a.m. in
Friendship Hall with Donna Blackistone leading. Music
will be provided by Irene Robinson on the piano.

Women’s Guild meets regularly on the first and third
Thursday of every month September through May. The
meetings are open to all women in the community and
new faces are eagerly welcomed. Each meeting consists
of a short devotion, prayer, and a featured speaker, plus a
light lunch and time for fellowship. In addition, the group
undertakes a service project each month to benefit the
wider community.

The featured speaker will be Pat Erickson with a talk
entitled “An Amazing Journey.” Pat will chronicle her
personal faith journey as a child of God. She will share
how her image and understanding of God has changed
and grown over the years, and how God’s touch on her
life changed her from shy and fearful to the confident
woman she is today.

Registration is not necessary, and there is no cost to
attend. However, if you need childcare, please contact
the church at 540-972-9060 by the Monday preceding the
Guild meeting.

Pat is a retired special education teacher from Long
Island, NY. She and her husband moved to Lake of
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Make Sunday Mornings Uncomfortable
Three Rules of Engagement at Church
Article by Rebecca McLaughlin

“Sorry to cut you off!” I’d just started connecting with
a close friend at church. I was eager to catch up. But as
she talked, I noticed a woman sitting alone, thumbing
through her service sheet.

at stake.
What if it’s a regular
church member who is
alone? An isolated believer
is an emergency too. “By this all people will know that you
are my disciples,” said Jesus, “if you have love for one another”
(John 13:35). Of course, we all enjoy solitude at times,
but loneliness in church is as much an indictment on our
gatherings as prayerlessness or lack of generosity. How
can we claim to be “one body” (1 Corinthians 12:12) when
we can’t even sit together and engage one another in
church?

Honestly, I wished I hadn’t seen her. Interrupting my
friend would be rude. It’s good for me to invest in friends!
Someone else will likely spot that woman. These were
some of the excuses that ran through my head. But the
woman was clearly new, and for all I knew, not a believer.
So, reluctantly, I interrupted my friend.
As soon as I sat down with the newcomer, I thanked
God I had. Raised Catholic, she hadn’t been to church in
over a decade. Her fiancé had just broken up with her
right before their wedding, and she needed something
else in life. I took a risk and asked if she’d like to come to
our community group. She said yes. She’s been coming to
church and Bible study ever since.

I come to church with a family of five. But the primary
family unit in the New Testament is not the nuclear
family: it’s the church. In fact, Jesus promised that
anyone who left family to follow him would receive far
more family among his people (Mark 10:29–30). There
are tangible ways we can express this in church. Those of
us who come with nuclear families can invite others to sit
with us, or even separate to sit with others.

This was one of many opportunities my husband
Bryan and I have had to connect with not-yet-Christians
inside our church building. We have very little else in
common. I’m an extrovert; he’s an introvert. I’m from
England; he’s from Oklahoma. I’m into literature; he’s
an engineer. But God drew us together around a shared
sense of mission, and Bryan recently expressed that
mission in three rules of engagement at church. These
rules make our Sundays less comfortable, but more
rewarding. If you’re tired of comfortable, you might want
to give them a try!

Last Sunday, for instance, I chose to sit between two
sisters in Christ — one from Nigeria, one from Ghana —
and to enjoy worshiping Jesus with them. Being one body
with our spiritual siblings means more than sitting with
others in church, but it certainly doesn’t mean less.
This call is not just for married people. If you come to
church by yourself, don’t underestimate what God could
do through you to bless others. A while ago, a single
friend shared her sadness about sitting by herself at
church. She is a delightful, socially agile extrovert, and I
told her she had no right to sit alone when she could be
blessing others with her company! My guess is that we
have all, at one time or another, walked into a gathering
and wondered, “Who will love me?” What if we asked
ourselves instead, “Whom can I love?”

An Alone Person in Our Gatherings
Is an Emergency
In times of crisis, we do strange things. We interrupt
conversations. We set aside social conventions. If
someone collapsed in your church building, everyone
would mobilize. But every week, people walk into our
gatherings for the first time and get effectively ignored.
They may not know Jesus, or they may have spent years
wandering from him. Their spiritual health is on the line,
and a simple conversation could be the IV fluid God uses
to prepare them for life-saving surgery. Eternal lives are
12

Friends Can Wait

Take the Risk

So, this Sunday, let’s take a risk. Let’s reach across
the small divides to others as we imitate the one who
spanned the great divide for us. And let’s urge our friends
to do the same, because the harvest in our gatherings is
plentiful.

Did I miss out on intimacy with the friend I
interrupted to greet the woman sitting alone? Yes and
no. The Bible calls us fellow soldiers (Philippians 2:25;
Philemon 2), and few bonds are stronger than those
forged in battle. Soldiers seldom turn to face each
other. Rather, they look outward, standing shoulder to
shoulder, or in extreme situations, back to back. Combat
increases their closeness.
“Do you recognize that woman?” I asked another
friend a few Sundays ago, as we started to talk. “No. I
should go and talk to her, shouldn’t I?” she replied. As I saw
my friend walk off to greet a newcomer, I felt a closeness I
would not have known without our shared endeavor.
Friends can wait for our attention on a Sunday. Better
still, they can mobilize in mission too. Spurring each
other on to welcome strangers in Christ’s name won’t
weaken our friendships; it will deepen them.

We may never know what difference a small act of
welcome made. But sometimes God lets us see how he
has weaved our little acts into his much greater plan.
Last month, I asked our Bible study group to share a
time when God had brought blessing to them through
hardship. The most moving response for me was from
the woman for whom I had left my friend that Sunday:
“I’m so grateful my fiancé broke up with me. If that hadn’t
happened, I would not have found God.”
Rebecca McLaughlin (@RebeccMcLaugh) holds a
Ph.D. from Cambridge University and a theology degree
from Oak Hill Seminary. She is the author of Confronting
Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World’s Largest
Religion. You can read more of her writing at her website.
https://www.rebeccamclaughlin.org/

Introduce Newcomers to Someone Else

Reprinted with permission from desiringgod.org

A few years ago, I met a woman in the checkout
line at Target. She had recently arrived from China and
was a visiting scholar at Harvard. We got talking and I
took the risk to invite her to church. She said yes. Her
English was far better than my nonexistent Mandarin,
but we were nonetheless relating across a language
barrier, so after the service I introduced her to a Chinesespeaking friend. Minutes later, my sister in Christ was
exchanging numbers with this newcomer. I hadn’t been
able to explain the situation, but my friend immediately
recognized the gospel opportunity before her.
Even without a language barrier, newcomers
benefit from multiple connections. When possible, I
seek someone with an overlap: same country of origin,
home state, school, profession, or stage of life. But our
gatherings should cut across all demographic lines, and
we must commit to connecting with those unlike us.
In fact, if some of our Sunday conversations aren’t
difficult — pushing us beyond our usual conversational
topics to reach across differences — we’re likely not
conducting fellowship right. Calling out the racial,
cultural, and social divides of his time, Paul reminded
the Colossians that in Christ, “there is not Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free; but Christ is all, and in all” (Colossians 3:11).
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09/02 Al Rico
09/02 Barbara Strain
09/02 Betty Gosnell
09/03 Dee Thompson
09/04 Brenda Lackey
09/04 Jack Kelley
09/04 Jack Curnow
09/04 Jan Davis
09/05 Larry Graves
09/06 Barbara McWhirt
09/07 Annette Ferguson
09/07 Belinda Divelbiss

09/09 Daphne Klein
09/09 Melissa Daly
09/09 Sparkle Capitano
09/09 Stacy Kalder
09/10 Janite Hamilton
09/10 Michael Raguckas
09/10 Vivien Woofter
09/11 Dan Schofield
09/14 Ray Massie
09/15 Ralph Ericksen
09/15 Ted Gregg
09/16 Carol Rankin

09/17 Hilda Seary
09/18 Dawn Leighty
09/18 Mary K. Altman
09/18 Michelle Sjolinder
09/19 Kevin Ward
09/19 Luke Rossi
09/20 Barbara Robinson
09/20 Liz McFadden
09/20 Susan Dyer
09/21 Patrick Rave
09/21 Stephanie Austin
09/22 Frank Kalder
09/22 Marthellen Hoffman
09/23 Elaine Shirkey
09/25 Bonnie Martin
09/27 Christie Leitz
09/27 Sandy Pounsberry
09/28 Mary Szadvari
09/29 Jack Stratford
09/29 Janet Lyons
09/30 Carla Everhart

09/01 John & Karen Howe
09/02 Chip & Sarah Goodrich Jr.
09/02 Ed & Ruth L. Taylor
09/04 Jack & Julie Phend
09/04 Lee & Nancy Moore
09/05 Darrow & Barbara Strain
09/05 Mike & Kathy Hughes
09/07 Jack & Judy Curnow
09/09 Jack & Margie Stratford
09/14 Jim & Jan Moore
09/16 Al and Eva Rico
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09/16 Tom & Lois Northam
09/20 Mike & Angela Neely
09/22 Joe & Liz McFadden
09/23 Robert & Charlotte Baker
09/24 Stephen & Debbie McInnis
09/27 Timothy & Robin Riffe
09/28 Hunter& Tracey Williams
09/28 Kerry & Linda Sipe
09/30 Thomas & Kaili Adams

Weekly Church Activities
Monday
8:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Aerobics
AA Group

Tuesday
7:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
		
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Bible Study for Men
LOWC Crafters Group
Ladies Bible Study
Good News Clubs (resumes Sept. 17)
Cancer Support Group -( 3rd)
Bell Choir - Sanctuary
Senior Singles
call Carol 972-8196 or Joyce 972-4023
Choir Practice
Praise Team Practice

Wednesday
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Aerobics
MOPS
Restoration Dance Preparation
Communion Service
Family Dinner
Youth Group
Shining Hands Ministry

Thursday
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (Resumes August 21st)
Adult Elective Education Classes
AA “Big Book” — Rt. 20 - Suite O
Shepherds Meeting (3rd Thurs)
Prayer Group
Women’s Guild (1st & 3rd) (resumes Sept. 17)
Faithbooking & Faithcarding (2nd & 4th)
Second Half of Life Bible Study (1st & 3rd)
Living Water Community Clinic
Medical Office Appt. (1st, 3rd, 4th, & 5th)
RISE Special Needs (resumes in the fall)

Friday
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Aerobics
Malachi 3:16 Bible Study
AA Group — Rt. 20- Suite O

Saturday
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study Group
Restoration Dance Ministry
Living Water Community Clinic (2nd)

Pastors in Worship
September 2019
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william.fetzer@gmail.com

			

CrossCurrent Newsletter
Articles for the October 2019 issue are due
by Friday September 13th at 2:00 p.m.

CrossCurrents is a publication of
The Lake of the Woods Church
1 Church Lane
Locust Grove, VA 22508
(540) 972-9060
www.lowchurch.org

“The Lake of the Woods Church”
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