
The Lake of the Woods Church

            
         “Making Christ Known”

December  2017

“When the time came for 
Mary to deliver her firstborn son 
she wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for 
them in the inn.”  (Luke 2:7)

 
One of the late-night talk show hosts was reading 

children’s Letters to Santa, and one from an 8-year-
old girl began, “Dear Santa, Most of my friends don’t 
believe in you, but I do.  I even like you very much.  
Here is my list; please bring me everything on it…(it 
continued for eight pages, and then concluded) There’s 
so much more, but I’m too tired to write….”

I wonder, if you were to write a letter to God, and 
list everything your heart desires, how long would that 
letter be?  And when you got to the end would you say, 
“there’s so much more…”?  Or is there some point at 
which you would be truly satisfied?

One of my favorite songs begins with the question: “If 
I gave you everything you wanted, who do you think I’d 
be?”  That depends a lot on what it is you want!  Way 
back when, Rod Sterling ran an episode of The Twilight 
Zone in which a man was sent to hell.  Only at first, he 
didn’t realize that was where he was.  Because to his 
astonishment, his slightest wish was fulfilled more fully, 
more completely than he’d ever dreamed possible.  
And only too late did he realize he’d wished for all the 
wrong things: materialism without meaning, popularity 
without purpose, sex without depth or love, power 
without value or virtue.

He was condemned to spend eternity amid the trivia 
of his own wish-fulfillment.

Aren’t you glad that when God invented Christmas 
he didn’t send you things, he gave you himself?  It is an 

absolute rule of human nature that if your life consists 
of the abundance of things, you will never have enough 
of them to be satisfied.

The philosopher Blaise Pascal said there is a God-
sized, God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every 
person, and only God can fill it.  And, St. Augustine 
famously added, “our hearts are restless until they find 
their rest in thee.”

There is nothing wrong with things – as tokens of love 
– but when their acquisition becomes an end in itself 
we have truly missed the point.

Last month I learned within the same week that 
three of my oldest friends had all died.  And the reality 
that “you can’t take it with you” was suddenly closer 
than it has ever been.

Life will be found in relationships: Love God, love 
neighbor.  Love your family.  Love your friends, the 
members of your church and fellowship group.  Love 
the One who loved you enough to send his only Son 
that you might have life abundantly and forever.

“O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray.  
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.”

I wish you a Blessed Christmas,

The Christmas Present
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“And Peter directed his 
gaze at him, as did John…” 

Acts 3:4

One verse…a simple verse 
we often scan over in our 
reading of Peter and John’s 
healing of the lame beggar 

at the temple gate.  Many of us can quote verse 6, 
“Silver and gold, have I none, but in the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk”.  And yet…verse 6 never 
would have happened if it wasn’t for verse 4.  Peter 
and John had to cast their eyes on the man, see his 
need, and reach out to his need with the love of Jesus 
of Nazareth.  What a powerful message for us.  Are 
we casting our eyes on the needs around us, or are 
we looking the other way?  This year The Lake of the 
Woods Church has done an amazing job casting our 
eyes.  God has opened our eyes to many needs and 
has allowed us to be a part of meeting those needs.  
Let’s spend a few minutes looking at where we have 
cast our eyes, and rejoicing in what God has allowed 
us to be a part of.  

Eyes on the World: This past year we celebrated 
missions as we held our first ever week long Missions 
Conference.  Hearts were challenged by our 
missionaries, by testimonies, by films and through a 
powerful sermon delivered by Jaime Saint.  A fresh 
excitement for missions was experienced by the 
church.

Eyes on the Persecuted:  This year our church spent 
time praying and learning more about the persecuted 
church through a Sunday of Prayer for the Persecuted 
in the Spring and celebrating the National Day of 
Prayer for the Persecuted Church in the Fall.  Weekly, 
many are reminded to pray through calendars and 
resources that the church has made available.  

Eyes on the Navajo:  This year we took an 
intergenerational trip to Navajo Nation in New Mexico 
where we built a house, held Bible sports camps, 
and built relationships with the community.  We look 
forward to returning and continuing to build on what 
we started this year.  

Eyes on the Children: Good News Clubs in the public 
schools allowed us to share the love of God and 
the Gospel of Jesus with many children.  Over thirty 
children received Christ through the Good News Club 
ministry this past year.  

Eyes on the Homeless:  Through our partnership 
with Micah Ministries and Thurman Brisben Ministry, 
we have fed countless men, women, and families and 
have offered hope to many who are desperate.

Eyes on our Neighbors:  Home Helps Ministry had its 
largest weekend yet this fall helping over 20 families.  
The ongoing work of David Blackistone and his team 
has truly made an impact on our community.  

Eyes on Foster Children: Our Bags of Hope Ministry 
continues to provide backpacks with supplies for 
children being placed in Foster Care.  We also rejoice 
at families being trained in the church to serve as 
Foster Parents.

  
Eyes on the Sick:  Living Water Community Clinic 

continues to provide medical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual care for those whom are uninsured in our 
community.  This year we saw over 80 patients and 
rejoiced as individuals and even couples came to 
know Christ as Lord and Savior.  

Eyes on Families:  Fall Festival provided us an 
opportunity to once again celebrate families in the 
community.  Over 240 cards were filled out allowing us 
to be able to follow up with home visits to families that 
aren’t already associated with the church.

Eyes on Adults with Special Needs:  RISE ministry 
continues to reach out to adults with special needs 
Thursday evenings in the RISE Center.  Food, fun and 
a time of worship and Bible study provide weekly 
connection for our special friends in our community.  

So where do we cast our eyes in 2018?  My prayer for 
our church and community is the same prayer Elisha 
prayed in 2 Kings 6:17 for his servant.  “Open his eyes 
and let him see!”  God, open our eyes and let us see 
the needs around us and the work that you are doing.  
Help us to get involved in your work, that the world’s 
eyes may be open to your message of hope.  Amen!  

Casting Our Eyes 
Rev. Adam Colson, Senior Associate Pastor
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A Note About Worship
John W. Howe, Senior Pastor

“When Solomon had ended his prayer, fire came 
down from heaven…and the glory of the Lord filled the 

Temple.”  (2 Chronicles 7:1)

No, we’re not quite there yet, but I think we are 
getting closer!

It is really quite a remarkable thing that we are doing: 
worshipping God in very different styles in the course 
of a given Sunday morning.  We have “Traditional” 
services at 8:30 and 9:45, “Blended” also at 9:45, and 
“Contemporary” at 11 AM.  

Over the past several months we have received many 
affirmations that the Traditional services are meeting 
most people’s hopes and expectations.  The structure, 
the music, the prayers, and the preaching have all 
received generous compliments many times over. 

But concerns have been shared with both the pastors 
and the elders that our services in the Worship Center 
need a bit of tweaking.  In mid-October we surveyed 
both the Blended and Contemporary congregations, 
asking 5 questions: What do you like best about 
the service you attend?  What would you like to see 
more of?  Less of?  What are you looking for in the 
preaching/teaching in this service?  And any additional 
comments?

As you might guess, we received a very wide range of 
opinions and suggestions!  (Sincere thanks to everyone 
who took the time to respond.)  Three things seemed to 
me to stand out:

•  We want to meet God in our worship.  We want 
our services to bring us into his presence, and we 
want to know he is pleased with our praises.  We 
want our worship to be joyful, and we are looking 
for specific application points: how does this truth 
touch our lives personally?

•  We would like to include more of the musical 
resources of the LOWC community in our worship.  
And,

•  Especially in Contemporary, we want more 
flexibility to share when God does something lovely 
in our lives.

We have made some immediate adjustments to the 
Worship Center services reflecting these priorities, and 
the initial feedback we have received has been very 
positive.  My sense is that our services are becoming 
more distinctive.  Blended and Contemporary don’t 
look quite so much like each other as they used to.  And 
both are even more different from Traditional.  And yet 
in all of them our desire is to see God “enthroned on 
the praises of his people” (Psalm 22:3), and that he will 
“draw near to us as we draw near to him” (James 4:8).

Let me invite you to visit each of our services, and 
experience the differences between them.  And, 
while we are at it: don’t forget Wednesday evening 
Communion, every week at 6 PM.  This is a wonderful 
moment in the middle of the week to supplement what 
happens on Sunday.

                                         Love to you in our Lord,
 

December Prayer for missions

Our Father in heaven, you have told us to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God: we 
thank you for the ministry of Shared Hope and its mission to end to human trafficking.  We ask you to 
strengthen the efforts of all who serve, and bring your freedom, love, and perfect peace to all those 
they seek to rescue, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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We prepare our hearts during this Advent season, joyfully and anxiously anticipating 
the arrival of the Son of God, God in the flesh.  When we look around, sadly much 
of the world does not reflect the celebration of the first coming of the Savior of the 
world nor the anticipation of the second coming of Jesus.  Fear, sadness, and despair 
can quickly become our world amidst the hustle and bustle of Christmas.  We may 
scarcely reflect the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.  Remember, “God did 
not give us a spirit of cowardice, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.”  (2 
Timothy 1:7)  

The virgin birth of Jesus Christ is at the very foundation of the New Testament and our understanding of both 
the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ.  It is the beauty and uniqueness of Christianity.    Biblical scholar F. F. 
Bruce said, “If there is, among the distinctive articles of the Christian faith, one which is basic to all the others, it 
is this: that our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man for our salvation…one Who had His being 
eternally within the unity of the Godhead became man at a point in time, without relinquishing His oneness with 
God.”   The birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ are the single most important time in all of 
history!  The question is, do our lives reflect this glorious truth?  

My advice for this Advent season...read through the book of Psalms.  Don’t pick a few or randomly open to a 
page. Read from Psalm 1 through Psalm 150.   Maybe read 10 a day for 15 days or 5 a day for 30 days.  Do it 
systematically and intentionally and ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate God’s Word.  These are the thoughts, hopes, 
and dreams of men earnestly seeking the Lord’s comfort, advice, and protection, many of which were written by 
the man after God’s own heart, David.  I challenge you to not find peace, solace, and strength through the Holy 
Spirit dwelling within when you read this beautiful book of songs written as direct communication with The Lord.  
And don’t just read them; pray them and recite them to God. He’s listening and wants to hear from you. I assure 
you that you won’t have “a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love…”

The Psalms continually speak of kings who sat on David’s throne, those who reigned during a time on earth; 
however, they also reach their full culmination in our eternal king, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Jesus 
continually preached that the Kingdom of God is at hand. The Kingdom of God was not new, but Jesus gave it a 
newness and sense of urgency and the Psalms help direct our hearts to the King who reigns forever, Jesus Christ.  
“Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.”  (Psalm 2:12)

Enthusiastically His,

How To Prepare Our Hearts This Advent Season 
rev. JorDan meDas, associate Pastor
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Worship, Grow, Serve, Share, Opportunities are here.
“Love one another as I have loved you” John 13:34

OppOrtunities tO serve

Our shepherd prOgram  
Great Way to Serve - We are looking for Volunteers - 
contact Janet Bocook at 972-9023

COmmuniOn  
We provide communion for the sick, in the home, 
hospital, nursing home and rehab for anyone that is 
homebound temporarily or permanently.  Contact the 
church office 972-9060 or by email,  
mike@lowchurch.org

suppOrt grOups

Alzheimer’s Support Group - is held the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 10:00 am in room 
210/211. Contact Becky Malamphy  972-2954

Walk with Hope -New Women’s Cancer Support Group.  
The Cancer Support Group goal is to ensure no one  
living with the disease ever has to feel alone. Come 
join others who share a common diagnosis, share 
ideas, ways of coping and experiences.  Contact 
Suzanne Lentine for information 972-9060 or email 
suzanne.lentine@lowchurch.org.
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Happy Birthday, Jesus!

In December, we will be celebrating Jesus’ birthday.  
As we have aged, many of us may not look forward to 
our own birthday celebrations but we love celebrating 
the births of our children and grandchildren.  These 
events are filled with presents, squeals of delight as 
they are opened, and delicious cake that we say, 
“we shouldn’t have” but enjoy each delicious, sugary 
bite!  The happiest moment of these celebrations is 
remembering the birth of the birthday boy or girl and 
being amazed at how much joy and love came to 
us in such a small package.  As we gather with family 
and friends this holiday season, let us remember 
and celebrate Jesus, the one who came in a small 
package, to give each of us love and joy.  

December 2nd starts our birthday celebration with our 
annual Children’s Christmas Workshop from 9:30 – 
12:00 noon in the Children’s Discovery Zone.  Children 
(Kindergarten thru 5th grade) will be decorating 
cookies, creating Christmas gifts to give, and 
wrapping the presents they make.  Mom and dad…
this is a great time to catch up on holiday shopping, 
wrapping or just spending time together.  

Our preschoolers and elementary students will 
celebrate Jesus’ birth with a Happy Birthday Party 
for Jesus on Sunday, December 17th during the 9:45 
and 11:00 Sunday School hour.  Children will create a 
family gift, participate in fun birthday activities, and 
hear about the greatest gift of all…Jesus.  We will end 
the celebration with a birthday song and cake for 
Jesus.  This celebration is part of the LOWC Christmas 
Gatherings. 

We will celebrate in the community with our Family 
Christmas Caroling on Wednesday, December 20th 
from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  We will meet in Friendship 
Hall before traveling to designated areas in the 
community to carol.  At 7:00 p.m. we will all meet 
again in Friendship Hall for snacks, hot chocolate, and 
a Christmas Gatherings story.  Come dressed in your 
Christmas attire (Santa hats, ugly sweaters, glowing 

Rudolph noses, etc.) and take a fun, family photo 
together.  All children 5th grade and under must be 
accompanied by a parent.  

Christmas Eve morning services will be at 8:30 and 
9:45.   There will be no children’s Sunday school or 
nursery during these services.

Family Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 p.m. 
and 7:15 p.m. in the Worship Center.  Children will be 
sharing a Christmas story at the 5:00 p.m. service.  
Practice for the Christmas Eve service will be on 
Wednesday, December 6 and 13 from 6:30 – 8:00 and 
December 17 from 12:30 – 2:00.  Other Christmas Eve 
services are at 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 in the Sanctuary.  
Nursery will be provided for babies thru 5 years old 
during the 5:00, 7:00 and 7:15 p.m. services.  

December CM Events
December 2 – Christmas Workshop
December 6 –Christmas Eve practice
December 13 – Christmas Eve practice
December 17 – Christmas Eve practice
December 20 – Family Christmas Caroling
December 21 – 29 – Winter Break (no CM activities)
December 24 – No Sunday School

Family Advent Calendar
Checkout this website sponsored by Focus on the 
Family for a free advent calendar and family activities 
for the Advent season.  www.FocusOnTheFamily.com/
Advent
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The Child Care Center 

It is amazing how this year is flying by and it’s hard to believe Thanksgiving has already passed.    We had our 
annual Preschool Thanksgiving Program on November 10th....everyone had a great time.  Pastor Jordan Medas 
welcomed our guests and provided a the Thanksgiving message.   Looking ahead we will have our Preschool 
Christmas Breakfast and Christmas Program on Friday, December 8th at 9:00 AM with breakfast downstairs in 
the Discovery Zone and the Program immediately following the breakfast in the Worship Center.  
As always, we ask and thank you for your prayers and support.
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12/01 Linda Rupard
12/01 Barbara Bounds
12/01 Warren Hamblet
12/01 Christine Nave
12/01 James Miller
12/02 Sally Goodrich
12/03 Lois Bailey
12/03 Tracey DeMarco
12/03 Gene Daly
12/04 Gladys Southern
12/04 Jennifer Lovell

12/04 Joe McFadden
12/05 Thomas Savage
12/06 Joan Schafer
12/06 Heather Naples
12/07 Jim Hopkins
12/07 Rachel Reynolds
12/07 Steve Dement
12/08 Dottie Britton
12/08 Susan Calero
12/08 Tracey Williams
12/09 Jamie Allen
12/10 Ed Taylor
12/11 Janice Mackes
12/11 Dick Berra
12/11 Bill Engels
12/12 Edward Rossi
12/12 Janice Mincey
12/13 Jeff Woosley
12/13 Samuel Jones
12/14 Lisa Kuhn

12/14 Holly J. Schwartz
12/14 Nikki Payette
12/15 Gary Duley
12/15 Jill Johnson
12/16 Julie Lovell
12/17 Doug Rogers
12/18 Edward Rozelle
12/18 Erlinda Wight
12/18 Sharon Darden
12/19 Ernie Leighty
12/20 Wendy Boheim
12/21 Boyce Wray
12/21 Dan Gaskill
12/21 Wayne Thompson
12/21 Linda Vranken
12/22 Janet Sanborn
12/22 Joan King
12/23 Donna Crawley
12/23 Jackie Hill
12/23 Robert Haring

12/23 Jordan Rauch
12/23 Dick Manthei
12/25 Sally Reder
12/26 Gwen Goodsell
12/26 Benjamin Ferris
12/27 Alice Ann Halverson
12/28 Kathy Strickler
12/28 Rosemary Mills
12/28 Daniel McGee
12/29 Sparky Watson
12/29 Pat Ivey
12/30 Lois Householder
12/31 Art Griggs
12/31 Audrey Schmidt
12/31 Laura Handy
12/31 George Schneider
12/31 Betty Collins

12/02 Richard & Monique Wright
12/03  Scott & Shannon Smith
12/05 Don & Pat Cope
12/08 Greg & Christie Leitz
12/10 Frank & Morgan Gerber
12/12 Ray & Toni White
12/15 Roland & Janite Hamilton
12/16 Danny & Dee Thompson
12/18 Charles & Mary Lewis
12/19 Bruce & Beth Sundberg

12/19 Randy & Robbie Royce
12/22 George & Diane Blackwell
12/23 Warren & Toni Hamblet
12/26 Michael & Maka Hanson
12/28 James & Kristen Miller
12/29 Eddie & Vicki Greenan
12/29 Craig & Diohn Benedict
12/30 Gene & Susan Santucci
12/30 Robert & Joyce Haring

One of our wonderful traditions every Christmas is the 
teamwork of ‘THE GREENING’ of our church.  Would 
you consider becoming part of our team and help 
dress our church in Advent finery?  Volunteer to help on 
Friday, December 1 beginning at 9:30 AM.  Each team 
works in one area of the church.  There is a task for 
everyone.  One major task will be to “fluff” the garland 
and bows.   With many helping hands, we will be done 
and ready for the annual worker’s luncheon.  You’ll 

be on your way home by 12:30 and the church will be 
beautiful for all of Advent.
 
Sadly, what goes up must come down, so please plan 
to come back Friday, December 29 at 9:30 AM for 
“take down”.
 
Please contact Brenda Rogers, 972-8117 or email 
drogers73@msn.com if you are willing to help.

The Greening of 
The Lake of the Woods Church
Friday December 1st

9:30 a.m.
 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.”   

1 Corinthians 12:4 
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“One generation shall commend Your works to 
another, and shall declare Your mighty acts.” Psalm 
145:4

The mighty acts of God have indeed been declared 
this Fall as all generations of our church have worked 
together to further the Kingdom of God.  As I share a 
few, please join me in praising the Lord for His mighty 
acts.

We celebrated:
Our Annual “Go Ye Therefore” Banquet was a 
great success!  Those who supported our teen 
missionaries through the stockholders and letter-
writing campaigns were invited to this candle-lit 
dinner under a canopy of white lights.  Though the 
Friendship Hall was beautiful, nothing compared 
to hearing the amazing testimonies of our summer 
missionaries.  After hearing six testimonies “declaring 
the mighty acts” of our great God, there was scarcely 
a dry eye in the room.  

We served:
Slugfest=Fun!  Our teens do like to have fun! On the 
October 13th two school buses, loaded with teens, 
pulled out of the LOWC for SLUGFEST.  Teens and 
leaders raced, road, shot, and played for two hours at 
FunLand before heading over to SKYzone trampoline 
park for two hours of Glow-In-the-Dark bouncing.  
Following a good night’s rest at the church, we 
joined the Home Helps ministry at 8:00am the next 
morning.  Sixteen jobs were completed in our local 
community, ranging from light home repairs, to yard 
clean-up, to maintenance of the church flower beds.  
All generations worked together to help those in our 
community who could no longer help themselves.  
Our hearts were warmed as we yielded ourselves to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus!

We prepared:
The Crafters of LOWC spent countless hours 
throughout the year making beautiful handmade 
treasures to be sold at the Annual Craft Bazaar.  
This special group of ladies gave their time, talent, 
and treasure (and space at their houses) to benefit 
the 2018 summer mission field.  Youth leaders and 
parents served breakfast and lunch to the customers 
while our teens provided the customer service.  When 
the weekend came to a close, $16,000 was raised!  
We pray that each dollar counts for the kingdom 
as our teens set out to “Make Christ Known” this 
summer.

November 26th Luminary Sales Begin You can sign 
up to have a luminary placed along 1 Church Lane 
or Exodus Way on Christmas Eve.  These luminaries 
can be given “in honor of” or “in memory of” friends 
and family.  For a contribution of any size to youth 
missions, a luminary will be placed and the name will 
be listed in the Christmas Eve service leaflet.  Teens 
will be taking luminary orders on Sunday mornings 
December 3rd through December 17th.

December 5th Youth Leader Appreciation Dinner 
Adult leaders and spouses gather for food, fun, and 
fellowship as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.

December 18th Luminary Sales End

December 20th Family Caroling Party This event will 
take place during youth group and will be for the 
whole family.  We will gather at the church at 6:00 
p.m.  for dinner,  at 6:30 we will disperse to several 
parks within the Lake (how many determined by 
participation).  We will reconvene in the Friendship 
Hall at 7:30 for hot cocoa, cookies, and a Christmas 
message.  There will be a family photo opportunity 
as well, so be sure to wear your most festive (tacky) 
Christmas sweater! 

December 24th Luminary Set-Up Teens who are 
interested and available will set up luminaries along 
One Church Lane and Exodus Way at 3:00pm.  
Luminary clean-up will take place at 11:00pm.  Set up 
and clean up do not require a lot of time.

December 27th No Youth Group

January 19th-21st Winter Missions Retreat Teens 
will head to Eastover Retreat Center in Surry, VA 
for an action-packed weekend of team-building 
and training for the summer mission field.  The 
retreat is required for those who plan to be summer 
missionaries in 2018.  Teens will be trained by 
missionaries in: Team-building, cultural training, sports 
training, evangelism training, and letter-writing.  Our 
theme this year is: Ignite, referencing Jeremiah 20:9   
Pray that God sets the teens’ hearts on fire for the 
Gospel, just as He did Jeremiah’s!  The cost of this trip 
is only $25.
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DECEMBER MISSIONS PARTNER
SHARED HOPE INTERNATIONAL

By Ted Gregg

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me”.  Matthew 20: 45b

  
In his parable about the final judgment, Jesus speaks 
of the sheep who in his name, and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, respond to the needs of the hunger, the 
naked, the sick, and the imprisoned. Those who are 
sexually trafficked are not specifically mentioned, but 
surely they are included in the least of these.  

  Linda Smith, a U.S. Congresswoman, who traveled 
into the brothel district in Mumbai, India in 1998, 
witnessed the brutal sexual slavery and exploitation 
of women and children, and was inspired  to establish 
Shared Hope International (SHI) to fight this hideous 
degrading destruction of human lives. Linda raised 
the money to start SHI while still in India. She then, 
with great wisdom, partnered with Bombay Teen 
Challenge to begin restoration services for the 
trafficked women and children. The principal of 
cooperation with organizations working on the same 
or overlapping issues has been a multiplying strength 
of this organization from the beginning.  Quickly the 
realities surrounding this scourge became apparent. 
Mobile HIV/AIDS Clinics, and food vans were brought 
to Mumbai’s brothel district in 1999. A Women’s 
Investment Network (WIN) was established there in 
2000. To free women from sexual slavery was not 
enough; they needed to be able to work and support 
themselves in other ways. From that time forward, 
whenever SHI partnered with other organizations they 
offered this program. In 2001, they established their 
first Village of Hope in Nepal to provide housing for 
girls, who had been enslaved in India, when they were 
returned free to their home country. In that same year, 
SHI established an organization called War Against 
Trafficking Alliance (WATA) to coordinate regional and 
international efforts to fight sex trafficking worldwide.

Continuing the theme of cooperation, this organization 
was established with International Justice Mission; 
Salvation Army, USA; and the Johns Hopkins School 
of International Studies – Protection Project.  As SHI 
continued to grow they recognized three primary 
ways that their efforts were channeled: Prevention, 
Restoration, and Bringing Justice. Their work around 

the world has continued to grow, but SHI grew more 
rapidly in all three channels in the United States. As 
they conducted surveys in the U.S. (funded in part 
by government grants), they found little awareness 
of the problem as it existed in our country. Almost 
no laws existed in many states to help prevent and 
punish these sex crimes. The Protected Innocence 
Challenge is a program using a map of the United 
States to grade each state in relationship to this 
challenge. At the beginning of this challenge, more 
than half the states had a grade of F; today many 
have a grade of B or above. On November 15th at the 
Capital Building in Washington D.C. a press conference 
was held to announce the results for all 50 states. 
Great improvement has occurred in six years since its 
beginning in 2011.
  
The most pressing issue in the United States is currently 
being confronted by 2 bills, one in the Senate (SB1693, 
the Stop Enabling Sex Trafficking Act), and one in 
the House (HR1865, Allow States and Victims to Fight 
Online Sex Trafficking Act).  Through Backpage and 
other websites, girls and boys are being recruited online 
for sex by pedophiles. As the internet grew rapidly in 
size and power, the few laws that applied became 
inadequate. For several years, the major online access 
sights like Google have defended these disgusting 
websites with the First Amendment, because they 
make lots of money from them. Recently pressure from 
SHI, other ministries, and members of Congress have 
caused them to begin to reverse their positions. The 
bills are currently making their way through Congress.  
In 2004 SHI made common cause with the U.S. State 
Department hosting the first World Summit called 
“Path Breaking Strategies in the Global fight against 
Sex Trafficking”. Representatives from 114 countries 
attended. Many conferences with changing names 
have occurred since then. From this has emerged a 
yearly conference for people of faith from the United 
States. The 2018 JuST Faith Conference will be held 
at Bethel University in St. Paul, Minn., June 20th – 22nd. 
This came out of the broader national inJuSTice 
campaign which generated the legal effort to end 
online solicitation. Training programs, movies, and other 
media programs, advertisements, and word of mouth 
continue to increase awareness across the country. 
“I am Jane Doe” is a high-quality documentary film 
showing victims of sex trafficking telling about their 
experiences including their escape from it.
   
There is always Hope in the Lord. Hope in the Bible 
means the certainty of what is hoped for happening. 
Shared Hope International operates on this hope 
and intends to continue until sex trafficking is ended. 
This is a sampling of information about SharedHope; 
much more can be learned from the website www.
sharedhope.org    
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Women’s Guild Plans Holiday Programs
By Julie Phend, Member

The Women’s Guild of Lake of the Woods Church meets 
regularly on the first and third Thursday of each month from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Friendship Hall of LOW Church. 
Each meeting consists of a short devotion, prayer, and a 

featured speaker, plus a light meal and time to socialize. All women are welcome, so grab a friend and join us for 
worship, fellowship, and fun. 

Here’s what’s coming up:

December 7 will be the only Guild meeting in December, but you won’t want to miss it!
We will begin at 10:00 a.m. with brunch in Friendship Hall. Then we move to the Sanctuary for worship, Christmas 
music (including special music from harpist Marthellen Hoffman) and a talk about Christmas traditions around the 
world by Judy Thompson.

December 14: Christmas caroling at Dogwood Village in Orange

Women’s Guild is open to ALL women, regardless of church affiliation. Registration is never necessary, and there is 
no cost to attend. However, if you need childcare, please contact Sherri Gaskill by phone at the church, 972-9060, 
or by email at sherri@lowchurch.org by the Monday preceding the Guild meeting.
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monDay

   8:30 a.m.     Aerobics  
   1:00  p.m.     Prayer Shawl Ministry — (3rd Mon) 
  5:00  p.m.     Bell Choir - Sanctuary 
  7:00  p.m.      AA Group   
 
tuesDay

  7:30  a.m.     Pastor’s Bible Study for Men 
  9:30  a.m.    LOWC Crafters Group
10:00  a.m.    Ladies Bible Study 
 3:30   p.m. Good News Clubs 
 5:30   p.m.  Senior Singles  
   call Carol  972-8196 or Joyce 972-4023
 6:30   p.m.   Shining Hands Ministry  
 7:00   p.m.   Praise Team Practice 
 7:00   p.m.   Choir Practice

WeDnesDay

  8:30  a.m.   Aerobics 
  9:00  a.m.   MOPS 
10:00  a.m.   Restoration Dance Preparation       
10:00  a.m.   Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support  (3rd )
 6:00   p.m.   Communion Service 
 6:00   p.m.   Youth Group Dinner   
 6:30   p.m.   Middle and  High School Youth Group 
 6:30   p.m.   MOMs Next—Library
 7:00   p.m.  Children’s Mid Week Program 
 7:00   p.m. Adult Elective Education Classes 
 7:00   p.m.   AA “Big Book” — Rt. 20 - Suite O 
 

thursDay

 9:00  a.m.   Shepherds Meeting  (3rd Thurs)
 9:30   a.m.   Prayer Group — Mary Ryan’s House 
10:00  a.m.   Women’s Guild  (1st & 3rd) 
1:00    p.m.   Second Half of Life Bible Study  
 5:00  p.m.   Living Water Community Clinic  
   Medical Office Appointments 
 6:00  p.m.   RISE Special Needs — RISE Ctr on Rt. 20 

Friday

 8:30  a.m.   Aerobics   
10:00 a.m.   Malachi 3:16 Bible Study 
 7:00  p.m.   AA Group — Rt. 20- Suite O

saturDay

 7:00  a.m.   Men’s Bible Study Group  
10:00 a.m.   Restoration Dance Ministry  —  WC  

   

Weekly activities 
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Board of Elders 
Monthly Meeting 

Third Monday of Every Month: 

Next Meeting:  
Monday December 18th

7:00 PM  
Charter Room 

2017 Annual 

Sunday December 10th
12:15 - 1:45

Pot Luck Luncheon in the Friendship Hall 
Followed by the Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation in the Worship Center. 

Please RSVP through the church office or 
www.lowchurch.org 
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CrossCurrents is a publication of  
The Lake of the Woods Church 

 1 Church Lane 
Locust Grove, VA  22508
(540) 972-9060     

 Visit us online: 
www.lowchurch.org 

 Calendar of Events: 
 
Saturday December 2nd 
Children’s Christmas Workshop (K-5th Grade)  
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Sunday December 10th

Night of Rememberance  7:00 p.m.

Friday December 15th & Saturday December 16th

Candlelight  Christmas with the Chancel Choir
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Wednesday December 20th

Family Christmas Caroling 6:30 p.m.

Sunday December 24th 

Sunday Morning Services:
 

8:30 a.m.     Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.     Blended Service in the Worship Center

Christmas Eve Services: 
 5:00 p.m.     Family Candlelight Service in the Worship Center* 
 7:00 p.m.     Traditional Candlelight Service in the Sanctuary*
 7:15 p.m.      Blended Candlelight Service in the Worship Center*
 9:00 p.m.     Traditional Candlelight Service in the Sanctuary
11:00 p.m.     Candlelight Communion Service in the Sanctuary

* Nursery Available

Celebrating Our Savior
at

The Lake of the Woods Church

Pastors in Worship
December 2017

December 3rD- communion sunDay 
 8:30  Traditional   Rev. Thomas Schafer
 9:45  Traditional   Rev. Thomas Schafer
 9:45  Blended   Rev. Adam Colson
11:00  Contemporary  Rev. Adam Colson
December 10th - annual meeting / night of remembrance

 8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Blended   Rev.  Thomas Schafer
11:00  Contemporary  Rev.  Thomas Schafer
December 17th 
 8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Blended   Rev. Jordan Medas
11:00  Contemporary  Rev. Jordan Medas
December 24th - christmas eve

See below for services times 
december 31st - New years eve

8:30  Traditional   Rev. Thomas Schafer
 9:45  Blended  John Higginbotham


