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“You will find a colt…untie it 
and bring it.  If anyone asks 
‘Why are you doing this?’ just 
say, ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 
   (Mark 11:2, 3) 

 Well, of course, he 
really doesn’t “need” it!  
Scripture says he owns the 

cattle on a thousand hills, the wealth in every 
mine.  (Psalm 50:10-12)  God doesn’t need our 
help in accomplishing anything.  But one of the 
amazing realities the adventure of following him is 
that he has chosen to make himself dependent on 
the faithfulness and obedience of his people.  Very 
seldom does he simply “do” something by himself!

The great majority of the time the Lord seems 
to wait until a man, a woman, a church, a 
community of believers, or even a youngster 
agrees with him in prayer and joins him in 
whatever it is he wishes to accomplish.  And in the 
business of proclaiming the gospel and extending 
the reign of Christ, God has very largely chosen to 
work through the sacrificial giving of his people in 
terms of sending personnel and funding to make 
it happen.

This past year we have been using 
Congregational Prayers for Missions in our Sunday 
services, and encouraging everyone to use those 
prayers in daily devotions, as well.  These prayers 
have highlighted some of the major outreach 
ministries we support as a church.  Additionally we 
have expanded many of the ministries within our 
own congregation and community in wonderful 
ways - everything from our music ministry to our 

work with children and youth.

As the Elders and I are working to complete 
the budget for 2018 we are asking again for our 
members and those who regularly attend LOWC 
to prayerfully consider what the Lord would have 
you pledge financially to enable both the ministry 
and the many forms of outreach to continue.

The most complete New Testament discussion 
of giving is in Second Corinthians, chapters 8 & 
9.  May I ask you to study it as you think about 
this commitment?  Paul is commenting about 
the church in Philippi, and he makes these several 
points:

•  They gave according to their means - and 
beyond.  Some are able to do far more than 
others.  That’s not the issue.  The question is: 
are we doing what we can…and a bit more?

•  They begged us for the favor of doing more 
than we asked.  Do we understand it is a privi-
lege to be able to support God’s work?

•  They gave themselves first to the Lord, and 
then to his work.  If the Lord doesn’t really 
have us, he doesn’t want our money!

•  Paul writes, “I say this not as a command 
but as a challenge.”  Giving is a demonstration 
of our love for the Lord and gratitude for all he 
has done for us.

•  Giving is sharing out of our abundance.  
When we consider how much the poorest 
among us has in comparison to the over-
whelming majority of those who have ever 
lived it is simply embarrassing!

•  Sow sparingly, reap sparingly; sow 
bountifully, reap bountifully.

Stewardship Sunday, November 19
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“He has told you, O man, 
what is good; and what 
does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your 
God? Micah 6:8  

What does the Lord require of you?  Do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly.  That sounds like the 
life of a servant.  That sounds like the life of Christ.  
When Jesus speaks about serving, he carries with 
him great weight and experience on the matter.  
Here is the very God of the universe who came as a 
man. Why?…to serve.  Mark 10:45 tells us “For even 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  The 
Greek word for serve in this passage is “diakoneō” 
where we get the word “deacon” meaning to be a 
servant, to serve, to wait upon, to minister to.  Jesus 
came to serve the uttermost, giving his very life 
and shedding his blood for the world.  Paul writes in 
Philippians that we should have the same mindset 
as Christ.  

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men.”  

Like Christ, we need to have the mindset of a 
servant:  bringing the love of God this season 
through purposeful acts of service.  Hymn writer Ken 
Bible, after reflecting on Micah 6:8, penned these 
powerful lyrics… 

“Creator, Father, Sovereign Lord, my breath, my joy, 
my rich reward!
Your glory be my heart’s desire, your will its all-
consuming fire!
What greater good should I pursue, than all I am 
exalting you?
O shine, my Lord, for all to see! Express your smiling 
love through me! 
Through strength or weakness, joy or pain, success 
or failure, loss or gain.
Through all I suffer, all I do, Lord, show them always 
only you!
My God, I cannot choose my way.  Just speak and I 
with joy obey.
This one ambition keep in view: to simply, humbly 
walk with you.”

As the holidays approach there are some unique 
service opportunities available.   I have listed some 
of opportunities below.  Please prayerfully look over 
the list.  As the Lord leads, get in contact with the 
church office, or sign up at the Communication 
Board in the Gathering place.  Be a part of this 
season of service. 
 

•  Trees of Life Gala at Lake of the Woods 
Clubhouse benefitting Living Water  
Community Clinic.  (November 17)

•  Thanksgiving Basket Distribution in November 
(helping give Thanksgiving to families in the 
community in need)

•  Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas 
Child in November (fill a shoebox to be sent to 
children overseas in need)

•  Foster Families Christmas Party in December 
(an evening of celebrating our foster families 
through a dinner, games, gifts and a visit from 
Santa Claus)  

•  Christmas Family Benevolence in December 
(help a family in need celebrate Christmas) 

•  Christmas Gatherings in December (Invite 
your neighbors to a Christmas celebration in 
your home where they will have the opportunity 
to hear the Christmas story and God’s gift of 
salvation) 

Whatever you choose to do during this season of 
serving, remember Colossians 3:23-24 “Whatever 
you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive 
the inheritance as your reward.  You are serving the 
Lord Christ.”  

 

Prayer For Missions

Lord God, you commanded us to heal the sick, and 
we give you thanks for the Living Water Community 
Clinic, which is bringing medical, emotional and 
spiritual care to the uninsured in our community.  
Thank you for all who serve and volunteer each 
week.  We pray that all who visit will experience 
the love, peace and comfort of God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Season of Service  
Rev. Adam Colson, Senior Associate Pastor
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Stewardship Sunday...(Continued from page 1 )

•  This is a decision to be made cheerfully!  That’s the kind of giver God loves.

•  Behind our decision it is a matter of trusting God.

Finally, it is not just meeting needs, it is glorifying God!

This year’s pledge card is printed below.  Will you please cut it out and bring it with you to be handed 
in on Stewardship Sunday, November 19?  (Additional cards will be available at church.)

Love to you in our Lord,

The Lake of the Woods 
Pledge Card 

Remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, that  
“It is more blessed to give than to receive,”  

Acts 20:25

I/we pledge to the work of The Lake of the Woods Church

$       q  Weekly   q Monthly   q Annually

For a total of $     in calendar year 2018

q  I/we hereby commit to the Biblical standard of tithing, and this pledge represents a portion of that tithe 
given for the work of the Gospel through LOWC.

q I/we hereby commit to the Biblical principle of tithing, and this pledge represents a definite step in a specific 
program to get there. 

         
  Signature(s)     
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In this season of 
giving thanks, I think 
it appropriate that, 
among the many 
blessings the Lord has 
bestowed upon us, 
we thank Him for the 
provision of His Word 

throughout history.  The Bible, as we have it, 
has withstood the tests of time, division, and 
criticism.  No other book from antiquity has 
as much irrefutable evidence pointing to its 
infallibility and reliability as the Bible.  No other 
book has been so ardently defended by the 
church fathers, even to death, as the canon of 
our 66 books of the Old Testament and New 
Testament.  The word “canon” itself is derived 
from the Greek word “Kanon” meaning “rule”or 
“measuring stick.”  
 
We know that throughout history the Holy Spirit 
has steadfastly preserved the writing of new 
translations so that while the language may 
change, the message of the Gospel of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ remains the same and 
will continue leading up to His return.  While 
we need to be cautious when reading different 
translations, “Dear friends, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1), we know 
that God has preserved his Word, knowing that 
many more would read His Word and come to 
Him.
 
Psalm 107:1
“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever!” (ESV)
 
“O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for 
his mercy endureth for ever.” (KJV)
 
Have you ever cross referenced Psalm 107:1 
with the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22 
and thanked God and given Him the glory 
for His work in us, through the Spirit?  Perhaps 
this Thanksgiving, take a few moments and 
look at the bigger picture of, not just our lives 
and time on earth, but the grander picture of 
God’s work throughout history. Thank him for 

his provision and continued dedication to a 
people who continually turn from him. Thank 
him for preserving high mighty works in the form 
of his special revelation, The Bible, because 
“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness.”  2 Timothy 3:16
 

This Thanksgiving, we,

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
 for his steadfast patience endures forever!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
 for his kindness endures forever!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
 for his generosity endures forever!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
 for his faithfulness endures forever!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
 for his gentleness endures forever!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
 for his self-control endures forever!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
 for his Word endures forever!
 
Enthusiastically His,
Jordan

Offering Thanks Where iT is Truly Due
rev. JOrDan MeDas, assOciaTe PasTOr
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Worship, Grow, Serve, Share, Opportunities are here.
“Love one another as I have loved you” John 13:34

OppOrtunities tO serve

Our shepherd prOgram  
Great Way to Serve - We are looking for Volunteers - 
contact Janet Bocook at 972-9023

COmmuniOn  
We provide communion for the sick, in the home, 
hospital, nursing home and rehab for anyone that is 
homebound temporarily or permanently.  Contact the 
church office 972-9060 or by email,  
mike@lowchurch.org

suppOrt grOups

Chronic Illness support - For those who deal with the 
daily living with chronic illness this support group is for 
you. Contact Joyce Hite - 972-4023 or Sue Doubet 
972-0324

Alzheimer’s Support Group - is held the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 10:00 am in room 
210/211. Contact Becky Malamphy  972-2954

Healing Hearts Grief Support Group - is held Tuesday 
nights in the church library at 7:00 p.m. Contact Mike 
Lemay for more information.

Walk with Hope -New Women’s Cancer Support Group.  
The Cancer Support Group goal is to ensure no one  
living with the disease ever has to feel alone. Come 
join others who share a common diagnosis, share 
ideas, ways of coping and experiences.  Contact 
Suzanne Lentine for information 972-9060 or email 
suzanne.lentine@lowchurch.org.
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Prep…Prep…Prep!

As I am reviewing through the Children’s Ministry 
calendar to write this article, my initial thought is 
wow…a month with no extra activities.  Praise the 
Lord, it is time to catch my breath!    October was filled 
with many family, children and youth events and we 
thank everyone for their support of these ministries.  
November will be filled with preparing for all of the 
Advent festivities.  I have included the December 
activities in the calendar.  

We will be wrapping up our OT Bible Skills, Thrills and 
Drills.  We have loved learning the books of the OT 
together as well as building on our Bible skills and 
learning new verses to hide in our hearts.  The number 
of kids attending each week has averaged about 
25.  We are excited for each child who comes on 
Wednesday nights.

In December, our Wednesday night Kids Club will start 
practicing for the Christmas event Christmas pageant.  
Rehearsal will begin the first Wednesday in December.  

November brings my favorite holiday…Thanksgiving!  
I love anytime I can gather with family and friends 
and share a meal together.  Although, I love a good 
meal, the thing I love the most is the conversations 
and laughs as we sit around a table together.  The 
connections we make over a table is so special to me 
and so important for us as Christians.  God reminds us 
to not “forsake the assembling of ourselves together”.  
He did not say our time together had to include a 
meal but the offer of food does bring people together.  
So may your time this month with your family and 
friends bring both physical enjoyment as well as 
spiritual enjoyment as you gather around the table 
together.  Many Thanksgiving blesses to you and your 
family.  

November 1 – Bible Skills, Thrills and Drills 
November 5 – 1st Sunday Family Worship
November 8 – Bible Skills, Thrills and Drills
November 12 – OCC shoe box collection & dedication 
November 15 – Bible Skills, Thrills and Drills 
November 18 –  
Thanksgiving Giving to Germanna Heights Apartments
November 22 – NO Bible Skills, Thrills and Drills 
(Thanksgiving Break)
November 29 – Kids Fun Night
December 2 – Children’s Christmas Workshop

December 6, 13, 17 – 
Christmas Pageant 
rehearsal

December 20 – Family 
Christmas Caroling

Save the Date
Children’s Christmas Workshop

Saturday, December 2
9:30 – 12:00 noon
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The Child Care Center 

We have been extremely busy with some really fun 
activities.  The Lake of the Woods Fire & Rescue 
Company was here on Tuesday, October 5th to let the 
preschoolers see a firetruck and an ambulance.  They 
had their first field trip of the year to Miller’s Farm to 
pick pumpkins on Wednesday, October 18th, and they 
celebrated fall with a Fall Festival Costume Party on 
Tuesday, October 31st.   

We are looking forward to our Preschool Annual 
Thanksgiving Program on Friday, November 10th at 
9:00 AM in the Worship Center.  Immediately following 
the program, we will have a dessert reception for our 
preschoolers and their families.   We are so blessed to 
have such wonderful children and parents!
                                                                       
Thank you for your continued prayers and support of 
our ministry and programs.  We are truly blessed with a 
loving and dedicated staff.
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11/01 Barbara Norton
11/01 Michelle Couvillion
11/02 Rick Millman
11/02 Rick Maciorowski
11/03 Barbara York
11/03 Ruth Fraser
11/03 Edith Smoot
11/04 Patricia Jeffries
11/04 Robbie Royce
11/04 John W. Howe
11/05 Richard Martin

11/05 Rita Millman
11/05 Lynn Gardiner
11/06 Stephen Schuneman
11/06 Christina Minchin
11/07 Lois Northam
11/08 Danny Thompson
11/09 Margaret Climer
11/09 Steve Roberts
11/10 Janet Skidmore
11/10 Vicki Greenan
11/10 Mitch Fournet
11/11 Jenny Taylor
11/11 Jim Naples
11/12 Laurel Buongiovanni
11/12 Dolores Johansmeyer
11/13 Vanessa Ryan
11/13 Roland Hamilton
11/14 Betty Sherba
11/14 Janine Wilson
11/14 Teresa Bibbs
11/15 Eleanor A. Baughman

11/15 Frank Brauch
11/15 Mary Hudak
11/16 Jim Divelbiss
11/16 Helen Markart
11/16 Jan Engels
11/17 Agnes Strayer
11/17 John Bell
11/17 Tom Browne
11/18 Lee Donahue
11/18 Michael Mishkin
11/18 Ellie Brown
11/18 Don Cope
11/18 Morgan Gerber
11/18 Robert Ryan
11/19 Carrie Bernd
11/19 Carolyn Cernea
11/20 Ed Suche
11/20 Vikki Hansen
11/21 Ken Frohnert
11/21 Andrew Rayne
11/22 Donald Larsen

11/23 Paul Bernd
11/23 Madelyn Jones
11/23 Richard Kurz
11/23 Krista L. Lemay
11/25 Marvin Snoddy
11/26 Susan Gill
11/26 Kendra Widor
11/26 Brenda Rugless
11/26 Melvin Hall
11/26 Rita Giannico
11/27 Cheryl Nowacki
11/28 Darrow Strain
11/29 Ruth L. Taylor
11/29 Susan Brennan
11/29 Missy Liebold
11/30 Coral Yienger
11/30 Belinda Toews
11/30 Sally Ann Crouch

11/05 Cornwell, Carl & Shirley
11/07 Nowacki, Mark & Cheryl
11/07 Tower, Tom & Anne
11/09 Collins, Tom & Betty
11/17 Hoffman, Noah & Terry
11/19 DuBois, Russell & Anna
11/22 Kuhn, Joseph & Anna E. (Lisa)
11/22 Sukites, Vincent S. & Martha
11/22 Williams, Darrell & Bernadette
11/22 Guest, Robert & Denise
11/23 Poole, Raymond “Skip” & Joy
11/23 Buongiovanni, Jim & Laurel

11/23 Millman, Richard & Rita
11/23 Gordon, William & Carolyn
11/24 Herron, Phil & Betty
11/25 Strickler, Mark & Kathy
11/25 Zimmerman, Larry & Suzanne
11/28 Brennan, Mike & Susan
11/29 Shafferman, Dave & Erin
11/29 Zachies, Paul & Carolyn
11/30 DeMarco, Tony & Tracey
11/30 Donahue, Matt & Lee

Washington’s Camerata, established in 2009, is a 
period instrument ensemble dedicated to the music of 
the 17th and 18th centuries. Founding flutists Kelly Kazik 
and Sarah McIver achieve innovative programming 
through the ensemble’s unique instrumentation to 
bring charming and rarely heard music back to life.

In addition to performances throughout the Mid-
Atlantic Region, Washington’s Camerata is currently 
in residence at the historic St. George’s Episcopal Church in Fredericksburg, VA, where the ensemble performs in 
conjunction with the popular chamber music series, Beautiful Music in a Beautiful Space. From 2009 to 2012 
Washington’s Camerata had the unique privilage to serve as artists-in-residence for the Washington Parish at 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Oak Grove. Washington Parish was founded by the Washington, Monroe and Lee 
families.

Making Joyful Noise 
Presents

Washington’s Camerata
Saturday November 18th  7:00 p.m.
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The 2nd of October will surely be remembered as the 
most beautiful day of the year by sixty-three golfers 
who played in the Fall Classic Golf Tournament at 
Fawn Lake.  We were blessed all-around with a fun and 
successful day.  The $9,000 raised for Youth Missions 
is a beautiful expression of generosity towards this up 
and coming generation who love the Lord and desire 
to do His work.  For this, we are truly grateful. 
We give thanks to more than forty individual and 
business sponsors who gave to the tournament.
We give thanks for the countless hours invested by 
our tournament steering committee: Bill Cole, Wayne 
Thompson, Judith Thompson, Bob Stumpf, Dick 
Manthei, Barbara Crawford, Sparky Watson, and Laurie 
Knights.  We also give thanks for our registration & 
logistics team: Beth Richards, Sherri Gaskill, Barbara 
Crawford, Sharon Cole, Chris Wagoner, Norma Ervin, 
Kerry Sipe, and the many other volunteers from Lake of 
the Woods Church and our local community.
We give thanks for Dunkin’ Donuts of Fredericksburg for 
donating our breakfast and for Mama’s Pizza in Locust 
Grove for donating our box lunches.
We also give thanks for Heather Allen and the staff 
at the Fawn Lake Harbor Club for catering dinner, as 
well as, Fawn Lake Golf Professionals Drew Falvey and 
Garrett Moore for their help in making this tournament 
a reality. 
Please remember the teens in your prayers as they 
continue to raise funds and train for the 2018 summer 
mission field.
 Blessings to all,

John Higginbotham

November 4th S’Mores and More Family Fun Night 
This event is for the whole family.  We will gather at 
the cabins behind the church for a time of food, fun, 
and fellowship from 7:00-8:30 pm:  hot dogs, hot 
chocolate, cider, and s’mores around the campfire plus 
crafts and hayrides for the kids.  
November 5th Stock Holders Continues Do you find it 
a blessing to know that the teens of our church have 
a tremendous heart for sharing the Gospel?   Stock 
can be purchased for $25/share.  Your tax-deductible 
donation can be designated to sponsor a specific 
youth or given in support of the entire youth missions 
effort.
November 11th  Annual Craft Bazaar and Bake 
Sale  Every sale directly goes to support our teen 
missionaries.   
November 15th Annual Cornhole Tournament Game 
Night Youth can pick a partner and come ready to 
play or be paired that night.  Suggested $5 per team 
entrance fee. . All money will benefit the Living Waters 
Free Clinic.  6:00 Dinner will be provided as usual.  
Concessions will be open during the tournament to 

support youth missions.
November 22nd No Youth Group Happy Thanksgiving!
November 26th Luminary Sales begin: Purchase a 
luminary to be placed along 1 Church Lane or Exodus 
Way on Christmas Eve.  These luminaries can be given 
“in honor of” or “in memory of” friends and family.  For 
a contribution of any size to youth missions, a luminary 
will be placed and the name will be listed in the 
Christmas Eve service leaflet.

The winning foursome: 
Dan Harris, Phil Orsini, 
Ron Morris, Henry 
Dorsett, and are 
congratulated by 
Youth Elder, Bill Cole.

Dick and Lynn 
Manthei golf with 
friends Nancy 
King and Kevin 
Paxton.

A Foursome from Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company tees off.

Our friends from 
Fairway Custom 

Homes.
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Women’s Guild Plans Holiday Programs
By Julie Phend, Member

The Women’s Guild of Lake of the Woods Church 
meets regularly on the first and third Thursday of each 
month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Friendship 
Hall of LOW Church. Each meeting consists of a short 
devotion, prayer, and a featured speaker, plus a light 
meal and time to socialize. All women are welcome, 
so grab a friend and join us for worship, fellowship, 
and fun. 

Here’s what’s coming up:

November 2: Madaline Salustri will be the featured 
presenter. Madaline is a popular speaker, not only 
at Lake of the Woods Church, but also within the 
community. She always brings a sense of humor, 
thoughtful scholarship, and wisdom to her talks.  

November 16: Megan Hansen from Micah Ministry will 
talk about this organization, which provides services 
to the homeless in our area. A special donation will be 
taken that day to benefit their ministry. 

December 7 will be the only Guild meeting in 
December, but you won’t want to miss it!
We will begin at 10:00 a.m. with brunch in Friendship 
Hall. Then we move to the Sanctuary for worship, 
Christmas music (including special music from harpist 
Marthellen Hoffman) and a talk about Christmas 
traditions around the world by Judy Thompson.

Special service projects include:
Operation Christmas Child, the shoe box ministry 
sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse
December 14: Christmas caroling at Dogwood Village 
in Orange

Women’s Guild is open to ALL women, regardless of 
church affiliation. Registration is never necessary, 
and there is no cost to attend. However, if you need 
childcare, please contact Sherri Gaskill by phone 
at the church, 972-9060, or by email at sherri@
lowchurch.org by the Monday preceding the Guild 
meeting.
                                                           

One of our wonderful traditions every Christmas is the 
teamwork of ‘THE GREENING’ of our church.  Would you 
consider becoming part of our team and help dress our 
church in Advent finery?  Volunteer to help on Friday, 
December 1 beginning at 9:30 AM.  Each team works 
in one area of the church.  There is a task for everyone.  
One major task will be to “fluff” the garland and bows.   
With many helping hands, we will be done and ready 
for the annual worker’s luncheon.  You’ll be on your way 

home by 12:30 and the church will be beautiful for all of 
Advent.
 
Sadly, what goes up must come down, so please plan 
to come back Friday, December 29 at 9:30 AM for 
“take down”.
 
Please contact Brenda Rogers, 972-8117 or email 
drogers73@msn.com if you are willing to help.

The Greening of 
The Lake of the Woods Church
Friday December 1st

9:30 a.m.
 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.”   

1 Corinthians 12:4 
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NOVEMBER MISSION PARTNER 
LIVING WATER COMMUNITY CLINIC 

By Rev. Adam Colson

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; 
freely give.” Matthew 10:8

Jesus’ words spoken to his followers…words that birthed 
a Free Community Clinic in Locust Grove Virginia.  In the 
summer of 2015 while working on a sermon series called 
“Living in the Red” (living the words of Jesus…often 
printed in red in our Bibles) the words “Go and heal the 
sick…freely you have received, freely give” haunted my 
thoughts for days and days.  God has commanded his 
followers to feed the hungry which we as a church were 
doing through our homeless ministry.  He called for the 
church to care for the orphans which the church was 
doing through our Foster Ministry.  He called the church 
to preach the good news, which the church was doing…
but these words...”heal the sick” I couldn’t shake.  How 
can a church live Christ’s mandate to his followers in 
Matthew 10:8?  I prayed over this verse, sought counsel 
of other pastors, and discussed it with friends in the 
medical field.  Through this a vision was born for a 
free medical clinic that would target those who were 
uninsured; an opportunity to provide medical care and 
emotional care; but also a door to share the Gospel of 
Jesus with those who came for treatment.  The Bible 
tells us in Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.”  God was raising up a vision and He was 
preparing to do a mighty work.  I shared this vision with 
Debbie McInnis and she immediately felt God’s hand 
behind it.  

In May of 2016, Living Water Community Clinic opened 
its doors to the public, and immediately began seeing 
God’s blessing.  Donors got behind the clinic. Volunteers 
with medical and non medical backgrounds began 
donating time. Dr. Reynolds (Chief Medical Officer for 
Culpeper Hospital) came on as our Medical Director.  A 
board was formed under the excellent leadership of 
Sean Barden CFO of Mary Washington Health Care 
who serves as Chairman.  The clinic received its own 
501c3 thanks to the hard work done by Board Member 
Jay Garriss.  

We have been open now for a year and we are 
getting more and more busy.  As winter approaches 
we can expect to get even busier.  We are open every 
Thursday evening for 3 hours.  Due to the numbers 

that are coming into the clinic Thursday evenings, we 
are looking to possibly open another night or Saturday 
morning in the near future, and will need more 
volunteers.  

Our Director, Debbie McInnis, shared that we currently 
have over 85 new patients in our system with over 300 
visits total.  

We are seeing amazing miracle stories taking place at 
the clinic.  A broken marriage that seemed irreparable 
is now thriving as the couple completed “The Love Dear 
Challenge” after receiving Spiritual Care in conjunction 
with medical and emotional services.  A quadriplegic 
was able to have his teeth removed and receive dental 
implants.  A tumor was discovered behind the lung of 
a young man that came in and he now is receiving 
proper care and treatment.  A gentleman, who was 
very sick to the point that he was not able to work, 
received medical, emotional, and spiritual care and 
is now healthy and holding down a new job.  A family 
from Uganda received medical aid and through it 
learned about The Lake of the Woods Church and are 
attending the 11:00 service.  I could fill page after page 
of miracle stories.  Jesus has blessed each one of us.  
He challenged his followers, “Freely you have received, 
now freely give.”  The desire of Living Water Community 
Clinic is to freely give health care, emotional care, 
and spiritual care to those in our community who 
desperately need it.  We have freely received so much 
from God, what a wonderful blessing to be able to 
freely give.  

Where do we go from 
here?  In order for us to be 
able to open a second day, 
we need more volunteers.  
We need more doctors, 
nurses, and PA’s that can 
provide medical care to the 
patients on another day.  
We need volunteers to help 
with security, registration, 
filing, and cleaning.  We 
need donors so that we can 
continue to provide these 
services in our community.  
Friday Evening, November 

17 from 5:00-9:00 is our annual Trees of Life Gala and 
silent auction.  Tickets are $50 and on sale online, at 
the church, and at the clinic.  Proceeds benefit the 
clinic.  We also are asking for individuals to join our 
Living Stones (1 Peter 2:5) donors who faithfully give 
monthly to Living Water Community Clinic.  For more 
information on how you can pray, give, and serve, visit 
the clinic website at  
www.livingwaterclinic.life. 
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Do you dread on-line shopping for the holidays? Fear those dreaded packages dropped on your doorstep by big-
box shops?  Low prices, but....then there’s those dreaded shipping charges?

Never fear--we’ve got you covered.  The LOWC crazy crafters have been busy all year and the Annual Arts & Craft 
Bazaar is upon us!   Once again, we’ll have it all ready for you, from A to Z, for all your family, friends, that special 
teacher you want to recognize, and that special neighbor or friend you never want to forget!  From American 
Girl doll clothes, to quintessential quilts, to zippered bags, from household to holidays... We’ve worked hard to 
make something for everyone on your list.  And, NO shipping charges, because all you have to do is come to your 
friendly neighborhood church, mix & mingle with friends & neighbors, enjoy a breakfast or lunch (Saturday only), 
browse and shop to your heart’s content!  All major credit cards accepted for purchases except for breakfast and 
lunch (cash only please).No matter the weather outside, it will be sunny and warm inside, so come join us for fun, 
shopping, and merriment! November 11 and 12, 9-2 on Saturday, and 9-1 on Sunday, -- see you there!!

A handmade ivory Swedish weaving afghan made by eighteen 
women of the church as a joint project of the SWSW (Simply 
Wonderful Swedish Weavers group.)   Tickets may be purchased 
from any weaver in the group between now and the Bazaar.  Single 
tickets are $5 or 3 for $10. A drawing will be held on November 12th to 
determine the winner.  The dimensions of the afghan are 60” x 90” 
and will be a decorative and functional piece in any home.  If you 
have questions, please contact Nancy Bowles or Barbara Crawford. 

AFGHAN DrawiNG!
A beautiful new item has been added to the excitement 
of the Fall Bazaar.  All proceeds will benefit the LOWC  
Summer Youth Missions work. 
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Everyone Greeted ---- 
 Everyone a Greeter
 
When you enter church on Sunday 
you can be assured of two things: 
coffee with cookies and joyful 
clusters of friends catching up with 
one another. It makes you feel so 
welcome---IF you are a part of the 
fun. What about someone new? 
Someone on the fringe?
We have a wonderful team of 
Greeters that you probably see as you 
come in the building. And we have 
a warm welcome awaiting you at 
the lovely Welcome Center. However, 
those are only two pieces of the picture.
If each of us, as we exit our vehicle, start greeting each person we see, everyone will be 
greeted, including each of us.  Let’s make hospitality a HIGH priority at LOWC!
If you would like more information on joining one of the hospitality ministries, contact Carrie 
DeSalvo for the Greeters at: cdesalvo24@gmail.com or Anne Tower for the Welcome Center at: 
tomanne98@verizon.net.

Collection is 
November 12th - November 19th

The AnnuAl Trees of life fundrAising gAlA  
Pray, Give, Go will be  held on Friday, November 17, from 5 - 9 pm at 
Lake of the Woods Clubhouse.  Tickets are $50 and are on sale now 
(includes dinner, program, entertainment, and silent auction). Auction 
items include decorated Christmas trees, diamond pendant, custom 
quilt, trip, autographed Tebow helmet, and other items.  Proceeds benefit 
Living Water FREE Community Clinic. Tickets available each Sunday at 
the Communication Board, The Lake of the Woods Church office, Living 
Water Community Clinic, and online at http://www.livingwaterclinic.life.   
For more information, go to www.livingwaterclinic.life.
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Board of Elders 
Monthly Meeting 

Third Monday of Every Month: 

Next Meeting:  
Monday November 20th

7:00 PM  
Charter Room 

2017 Annual 

Sunday December 10th
12:15 - 1:45

Pot Luck Luncheon in the Friendship Hall 
followed by the Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation in the Sanctuary. 

More information will be available in the 
Sunday Service Leaflets and on the church 

website in the coming weeks.  
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CrossCurrents is a publication of  
The Lake of the Woods Church 

 1 Church Lane 
Locust Grove, VA  22508
(540) 972-9060     

 Visit us online: 
www.lowchurch.org 
www.lowchurchyouth.org

MOnDay

   8:30 am     Aerobics  
   1:00 pm     Prayer Shawl Ministry — (3rd Mon) 
  5:00 pm     Bell Choir - Sanctuary 
  7:00 pm      AA Group   
TuesDay

  7:30 am     Pastor’s Bible Study for Men 
  9:30 am    LOWC Crafters Group
10:00 am    Ladies Bible Study 
 2:00  pm     Chronic Illness Support Grp. (2nd & 4th)  
 3:30  pm Good News Clubs 
 5:30  pm   Senior Singles  
   call Carol  972-8196 or Joyce 972-4023
 6:30  pm   Shining Hands Ministry  
 7:00  pm   Praise Team Practice 
 7:00  pm   Healing Hearts Grief Support Group  
 7:00  pm   Choir Practice
WeDnesDay

  8:30 am   Aerobics 
  9:00 am   MOPS 
10:00 am   Restoration Dance Preparation       
10:00 am   Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support  (3rd )
 6:00 pm   Communion Service 

 Wednesday Cont: 
6:00 pm   Youth Group Dinner   
 6:30 pm  Children’s Choir  
 6:30 pm   Middle and  High School Youth Group 
 6:30 pm   MOMs Next—Library
 7:00 pm Adult Elective Education Classes 
 7:00 pm   AA “Big Book” — Rt. 20 - Suite O 
 7:00 pm  Children’s Mid Week Program 
ThursDay

 9:00  am   Shepherds Meeting  (3rd Thurs)
 9:30  am   Prayer Group — Mary Ryan’s House 
10:00 am   Women’s Guild  (1st & 3rd) 
1:00   pm   Second Half of Life Bible Study  
 5:00  pm   Living Water Community Clinic  
   Medical Office Appointments 
 6:00  pm   RISE Special Needs — RISE Ctr on Rt. 20 
Friday
 8:30  am   Aerobics   
10:00 am   Malachi 3:16 Bible Study 
 7:00  pm   AA Group — Rt. 20- Suite O
saTurDay

 7:00 am   Men’s Bible Study Group  
10:00 am   Restoration Dance Ministry  —  WC     

Weekly acTiviTies 

Pastors in Worship
November

nOveMber 5- cOMMuniOn sunDay 
 8:30  Traditional   Rev. Thomas Schafer
 9:45  Traditional   Rev. Thomas Schafer
 9:45  Blended   Dr. John W. Howe
11:00  Contemporary  Dr. John W. Howe
nOveMber 12- OPeraTiOn chrisTMas chilD

 8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Blended   Rev. Thomas Schafer
11:00  Contemporary  Rev. Thomas Schafer
nOveMber 19 - sTeWarDshiP sunDay

 8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Blended   Rev. Adam Colson
11:00  Contemporary  Dr. John W. Howe
nOveMber 26   
 8:30  Traditional   Rev. Jordan Medas
 9:45  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Blended   Rev. Jordan Medas
11:00  Contemporary  Dr. John W. Howe


