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“If it is possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably 
with all….  Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.”  (Romans 12:18, 21)

As the October issue of 
CrossCurrents goes to press the 
Men’s Bible Study that meets on 
Tuesday mornings is just finishing 

up a four month study of the book of Romans.  A 
couple of weeks ago we pondered St. Paul’s intriguing 
teaching that we are to do all we can to win over our 
opponents.  He says, “Bless those who persecute you….  
Do not repay anyone evil for evil….  Never avenge 
yourselves….  Feed your enemies; give them drink…
for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.”  (12:14-21)

Commentators propose a variety of interpretations 
of that last phrase.  There are two references to God 
heaping coals on people in the Psalms (11:6, 140:10).  
But both refer to his punishment, whereas Paul is clearly 
speaking of winning over those who oppose us - that is: 
changing their minds. 

Some have suggested Paul was referencing an 
ancient Egyptian ritual in which a penitent would carry 
burning coals on his head as evidence of repentance.  
Whether he had that in mind or not, the burning coals 
seem to be a metaphor for the remorse one feels (or 
should feel!) when ugliness is rebuked by kindness.

Our discussion reminded me of an experience I had 
during my first year of parish ministry.  I had been a 
school chaplain for five years when John Guest invited 
me to become his associate pastor in a wonderful 
church near Pittsburgh.  As the annual meeting 
approached we became aware that one of the men 
in the congregation was running a campaign to get 
himself elected to the board, and - as it turned out - he 
was successful.

The next morning he arrived at church, confronted 
us, and said, “I have a mandate from the congregation 
to save this church from the two of you!”

Wow!  What do you do when the opposition is from 
within the church itself?

What made it extremely dicey was that his wife was 
my secretary!  In most places (including LOWC) this is 
such a conflict of interest that he would not even have 
been eligible to run.  But we had no bylaw against it.

So, a man defining himself as the opposition had a 
direct pipeline into the office of the associate pastor!  
Under any other circumstances I would have told 
my secretary she needed to resign, but with these 
dynamics in play that was obviously impossible.

I asked George if he would be willing to have 
breakfast and Bible study with me once a week, and 
(to my surprise) he agreed. 

At first it was absolutely awful.

But we persisted.  And slowly, painfully, we began 
to see each other’s point of view.  Very occasionally 
we actually agreed about something.  Even when we 
didn’t we prayed together.

George was having trouble in his business, and I 
silently wondered whether he resented his wife having 
to work.  Was it possible that (in part) he was taking out 
his frustration on her bosses?  I began to pray for God’s 
blessing on George’s business.

Over a period of the next several months George 
and I found a strange and completely unexpected 
camaraderie beginning to develop.  And - wonderfully 
- his business began to pick up!  There were two 
corollaries.  First, the busier George became in his work 
the less time he had to whomp on John Guest and me!  

Overcome Evil with Good
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That is this year’s theme 
for Missions.  This is a 
powerful reminder that 
we have been called 
to be involved in God’s 
work right now.  Those 
words are in the chorus 
of Matthew West’s song 
“Do Something”.  I have 
printed the lyrics as they 

set the tone for this year’s mission projects and our 
Spring Missions Conference.

 Do Something
Woke up this morning 

Saw a world full of trouble now 
Thought, how’d we ever get so far down 

How’s it ever gonna turn around 
So I turned my eyes to Heaven 

I thought, “God, why don’t You do something?” 
Well, I just couldn’t bear the thought of 

People living in poverty 
Children sold into slavery 

The thought disgusted me 
So, I shook my fist at Heaven 

Said, “God, why don’t You do something?” 
He said, “I did, I created you” 

If not us, then who 
If not me and you 

Right now, it’s time for us to do something 
If not now, then when 

Will we see an end 
To all this pain 

It’s not enough to do nothing 
It’s time for us to do something 

I’m so tired of talking 
About how we are God’s hands and feet 

But it’s easier to say than to be 
Live like angels of apathy who tell ourselves 

It’s alright, “somebody else will do something” 
Well, I don’t know about you 

But I’m sick and tired of life with no desire 
I don’t want a flame, I want a fire 

I wanna be the one who stands up and says, 
I’m gonna do something” 

We are the salt of the earth 
We are a city on a hill 

But we’re never gonna change the world 
By standing still 

No we won’t stand still 
No we won’t stand still 
No we won’t stand still

God is calling us to move from standing still to being 
involved in declaring his message of hope and 

peace to a hurting world.  This year we will provide 
opportunities for training, opportunities for serving 
locally, and opportunities for serving  the Navajo 
Nation.  The Bible tells us in 1 Peter 4:10 “As each has 
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace:”  For ways that you 
can be involved and serve, look through this month’s 
Cross Currents, check out the church website, and stop 
by the Communication Board in the Gathering Place.  
If not us, then who?  If not now, then when?  

   Rev. Adam Colson
   Senior Associate Pastor

SERVING OPPERTUNTIES:
RISE Adult Special Needs Ministry begins Thursday 
Sept. 28 at the RISE Center on Rt. 20 (Behind Living 
Water Community Clinic).  If you would like to volunteer 
to serve with this group please see Pastor Colson or 
Johanna Colson.  

Home Helps…Sign up to help out with Home Helps 
Mission Weekend October 13 &14.  See Pastor Colson 
or Dave Blackistone for more information.  

Feeding Ministry…Join us as we feed the homeless 
in Fredericksburg Saturday mornings and Thursday 
afternoons.  See Ken and Sandy Pounsberry or Pastor 
Colson for more information.  

Foster Ministry…Want to serve as a Foster Parent?  We 
will be offering our Foster Parent Class coming up 
soon.  See Pastor Colson for more information on this 
class.

Living Water (FREE) Community Clinic has openings 
for volunteers.  See Pastor Colson, Debbie McInnis or 
Suzanne Lentine for more information.  

After School Good News Clubs…Join us as we take the 
Good News of Jesus into Locust Grove Primary and 
Locust Grove Elementary Schools on Tuesdays.  See 
Martha Sukites or Pastor Colson for more information.  

ACTS 2 Ministry…Do you speak Spanish?  We need 
your help.  Acts 2 ministry provides language 
interpretation for Spanish speaking families that come 
into Living Water Clinic.  We also send ACTS 2 Ministry 
participants to help with interpretation at Parent 
Teacher Conferences in the Public Schools.  See Pastor 
Colson to be a part of this ministry.  

If Not Us, Then Who?  If Not Now, Then When?
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Overcome Evil with Good (Continued from page 1 )
Secondly, before too many more months went by things had picked up to the point that his wife didn’t need to 
continue working.

The “problems” between us largely just dissolved.

But it was better than that.  What started out as opposition and even hostility slowly evolved into respect and 
eventually friendship.  By the time I moved on, 3 ½ years later, George had become John Guest’s “right hand 
man.” 

John became the principal organizer of a national renewal conference held in Pittsburgh a couple of years after 
that, and his chief of staff was…(you guessed it)…George.

Lots of factors contributed to this success story.  And obviously it will be different if our opponent is not a church 
member, and if Bible study and prayer are not part of the equation.  But I think the principle is the same: “If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all…overcome evil with good.”  (12:18)

Love to you in our Lord,

John. W. Howe 
Senior Pastor

October Prayer for Missions: 
O God, you spoke the world into being and you still 

communicate with us today: we give you thanks for the 
ministry of Mergelane Media, bringing in-depth Gospel 

training to third world countries and the persecuted 
church.  Thank you especially for the creative skills and 

technical expertise of Dave and Celia Olson. We pray for 
your guidance as they seek to bring clarity to an uncertain 
and confused world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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2 Timothy 2:22 - “So flee 
youthful passions and 
pursue righteousness, 
faith, love and peace, 
along with those who call 
on the Lord from a pure 
heart.” (emphasis added)
 
While we often associate 
the letters from Paul to 
Titus and Timothy as 
instruction for leaders, 
overseers, and deacons 

in a church, they are in truth, instruction for us all.  We 
know that as we grow in our relationship with Christ 
we are to shed the old self and with the power of the 
Holy Spirit seek the love and peace that comes from 
living a life more like Christ.  In 2 Timothy 2:22, Paul 
instructs us not to do it alone, that we are to seek 
righteousness “along with” those who are seeking 
righteousness in Christ as well.  
 
We can’t expect to have much success in leading 
a more victorious life if we are not in the presence 
of those going through the same struggles and 
successes that we are.  When we are continually in the 
presence of other believers, our faith is strengthened, 
we often find a life in Christ modeled through 
those more seasoned in their walk, it encourages us 
knowing that they live in the same world we do.  No, 
the Christian life isn’t all about “going to church”; 
however, we are strengthened through worship 
service, and being with others who share our struggles 
of life on this side of heaven.  
 
Why are what seem to be the easiest tasks to 
understand and do, oftentimes the hardest to 
execute and live out?

 
When we realize that we are gifted by the grace of 
God to serve one another, we come closer and closer 
to a wholeness through living a life of worship, as Paul 
instructs in Romans 12.  “For as in one body we have 
many members, and not all the members have the 
same function, so we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another.”  (emphasis added)  God’s gifts (charismata) 
are an extension and gift of His grace (charis).  As 
John Stott wrote, “We are dependent on one 
another, and the one-anotherness of the Christian 
fellowship is enhanced by the diversity of our gifts.”  
(The Message of Romans, pg. 326)
 
It pains me to hear someone say, “I love Jesus, 
but I don’t need to go to church.”  From a purely 
theological standpoint and knowing that “..it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 
works, so that no one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
However; the wholeness and completeness that so 
many of us desperately seek come through the body 
of Christ, in fellowship, extending mercy and grace to 
each other and seeing each other as being “fearfully 
and wonderfully made” by God in service to each 
other.
 
Enthusiastically His,

Jordan Medas
Associate Pastor
 

Let’s Do ChurCh together

ATTENTION ALL 
MOMS

 
What do you long for? 
What is the thing that 
your heart craves? Do 
you desire to be Free?

 
       -Free from Worry.

-Free for feeling Stuck.
-Free from hustling to be loved.
-Free from a heaviness you can’t put your finger on.
-Free from thinking you should be someone other 

        than exactly who you are.
 
Our MOPS and MOMSnext Group theme is “Free 
Indeed”.  This year we will choose Freedom, the 
kind that brings more laughter and less worry, more 
contentment and less hustle.  We will bask in the 

freedom of living loved by understanding who God is 
and who we are because of His Love.  We will be free 
from the need to hustle for our worth and we will live 
in the truth that we are already loved by God.  Our 
Biblical theme verses are from the Book of Luke 4:18-19. 
We want the world to know whose we are (God’s) by 
the way we walk in freedom and courage.  This year, 
may all of us Moms experience a new understanding of 
what it means to live FREE INDEED! 

We invite all Moms to join us!
     
MOPS - Mothers of Preschoolers - meets Wednesday 
mornings at 9:15 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. in the Founders 
Room.
     
MOMSnext - Mothers of School Age Students - 
Kindergarten through College - Wednesday evenings 
beginning at 6:00 pm in the Friendship Hall for dinner, 
the meeting begins at 6:30 in the Library. 



5

Worship, Grow, Serve, Share, Opportunities are here.
“Love one another as I have loved you” John 13:34

OppOrtunities tO serve

Our shepherd prOgram  
Great Way to Serve - We are looking for Volunteers - 
contact Janet Bocook at 972-9023

COmmuniOn  
We provide communion for the sick, in the home, 
hospital, nursing home and rehab for anyone that is 
homebound temporarily or permanently.  Contact the 
church office 972-9060 or by email,  
mike@lowchurch.org

suppOrt grOups

Chronic Illness support - For those who deal with the 
daily living with chronic illness this support group is for 
you. Contact Joyce Hite - 972-4023 or Sue Doubet 
972-0324

Alzheimer’s Support Group - is held the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 10:00 am in room 
210/211. Contact Becky Malamphy  972-2954

Healing Hearts Grief Support Group - is held Tuesday 
nights in the church library at 6:30

Walk with Hope -New Women’s Cancer Support Group.  
The Cancer Support Group goal is to ensure no one  
living with the disease ever has to feel alone. Come 
join others who share a common diagnosis, share 
ideas, ways of coping and experiences.  Contact 
Suzanne Lentine for information 972-9060 or email 
suzanne.lentine@lowchurch.org.

Autumn SAfety tipS for SeniorS: 

As the air turns cooler and leaves drop from the trees, 
keeping in mind fall season safety tips helps keep you 
and your family protected from seasonal dangers.]

hOme heating

 Make sure your home heating system is in good 
working order.

 Have a professional evaluate the system and 
address any potential problems.

 Have your chimneys inspected and cleaned.

 Remember, if you are using a space heater, allow at 
least three feet of empty space around the heater.

 Never use a stove or oven to heat your residence. 

Leaf safety

 Walkways and stairs should be kept free of leaves 
and other objects that may cause a slip-and-fall 
injuries.

 Keep your driveway clear of leaves.

 Wet leaves can create a slip hazard not only for 
walking but driving as well.

 Use extra caution if you are cleaning your gutters. 
Shoes may become wet causing you to slip as you 
climb a ladder.

 Make sure the ladder is at the correct angle and on 
solid ground.

 Raking leaves can be stressful. Take frequent breaks.

Open Burning 

 If you plan on burning leaves, first learn about 
outdoor burning regulations in your area.

 Call your local fire department about outdoor 
burning regulations.

 The burning of leaves or other plant debris should 
never be conducted near your home.

 Check the weather forecasts before outdoor burning; 
you should never burn in windy conditions.

driving tips

 Remember that wet leaves on the roadway can 
become slippery, so use caution.

 During the fall season, deer activity increases, so be 
alert to deer entering the roadway.

 Leaves on the roadway can cover road hazards such 
as potholes or objects on the pavement.

 Children love to play in piles of leaves. Use extra 
caution where leaves are piled at the curbside.

By heeding the above autumn hints, your fall season 
will be more enjoyable and safer.



6

Trunk or Treat
Last year we had our 
1st Trunk or Treat in 
conjunction with the 
LOWA’s Treats on the 
Point.  We saw a great 
turn out and enjoyed the 
opportunity to meet more 
families in our community.  
We will be partnering with 

LOWA again this year on Halloween night, October 31st 
from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.   

Save the date and start planning your trunk for this 
event.  Below are a few details you need to know in 
order to particpate.

Where will Trunk or Treat take place?
Our Trunk or Treat area will be in the upper parking lot.  
Participating cars are to be in the upper parking to 
begin setting up between 5:00 – 5:30.  

Do I have to decorate my car and can I dress up?
You are not required to decorate your trunk but 
decorations are fun and welcome.  And yes, you 
can dress up.  We just ask that your decorations or 
costumes not be anything that is scary for children.

If we have a “trunk” for the event, can my children still 
trick or treat at the event?
Absolutely.  We want to make sure this event is fun for 
everyone.  We ask that one adult or teen remain with 
your trunk to pass out candy.

Who provides the candy?
Each car is responsible for 
providing the candy to pass out 
to the trick or treaters.

What do I do to have a “trunk”?  
Register your “trunk” by 
completing the communication 
card in the service leaflet, 
contact Sherri at sherri@
lowchurch.org or call the church 
office.  

BBQ Dinner
We will be having a BBQ Dinner on Sunday, October 
22nd (before the Joyful Noise Bluegrass concert) from 
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. in Friendship Hall.  On the menu for 
the dinner are BBQ pork sandwiches, coleslaw, baked 
beans, and assorted pies.  Proceeds from the dinner 
will be used for Centrikid Camp.  

Bible Presentation
We all have heard the phrase “Give a man a fish and 
you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you 
feed him for a lifetime”.  The same rings true to giving 
a child a Bible.  Giving a child their very own Bible to 
explore, learn and love is a lifetime gift.  On Sunday, 
October 15th, during the 9:45 Traditional and 11:00 
Contemporary services, we will be giving Bibles to our 
1st graders.  This is a special day!    

Children’S miniStry eventS

October 4 – Kids Club (Bible Skills, Thrills, and Drills)
October 11 – Kids Club (Bible Skills, Thrills, and Drills)
October 15 – 1st Grade Bible Presentation 
October 18 – Kids Club (Bible Skills, Thrills, and Drills)
October 22 – BBQ fundraiser dinner
October 25 – Kids Club 
October 31 – Trunk or Treat
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The Child Care Center 

We are enjoying the cooler weather, school is back in 
session and we continue to be busy in our preschool 
program.  The Preschool and All Day Child Care for 
children ages three and four are going great and we 
still have limited space in our three-year old class only.  
We are full in our three-four mixed-age class and our 
four-year-old class.  We are also full in our School-
age Program for before and after school care. We are 
maintaining a waiting list for those who wish to be 
part of our program when a space becomes available. 

The preschoolers went on their first field trip of the 
year to Miller’s Farm to pick pumpkins on October 18th.  
The Preschool will celebrate fall with a Fall Festival 
Costume Party on Tuesday, October 31st.             
                                                                           

Thank you for your continued prayers and support of 
our ministry and programs.  We are truly blessed with a 
loving and dedicated staff.
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Congratulations!

As the Music Ministry looks to grow, we must take 
the time to appreciate the dedication of so many 
who have shown 
an unequivocal 
commitment to The 
Lake of the Woods 
Church, and given their 
gifts as an offering to 
The Lord. Twenty years 
ago, Kathy Pellegreen 
began playing the 
organ and piano here, 
and what a blessing 
she has been to this 
church!

Kathy attended West 
Virginia University in Morgantown, WV, where she 
studied organ under Dr. William Haller, in addition to 
piano and voice. After graduating in 1994 with her 
Master’s Degree in Music Education, Kathy and Harold 
moved to Spotsylvania to be closer to her parents, Ruth 
and Foster Billheimer. Ruth and Foster were members 
of the church choir at the time, under the direction of 

Joe Adgate. The choir was looking for a new pianist, 
and it truly was God’s plan that Kathy be the answer to 
that prayer!

Twenty years later, Kathy and Harold have raised 
two children during their time here - Rachel and 
Adam. Kathy and Harold have celebrated careers as 
educators in the public schools; Harold as a principal, 
and Kathy as an elementary music teacher. Kathy is 
also an aspiring cellist, and regularly performs with the 
Rappahannock Pops Orchestra.

As I’m sure past choir directors will tell you, working 
with Kathy has truly been an incredible opportunity. 
Her level of musicianship is second to none, and her 
flexibility has made her an amazing asset to The Lake 
of the Woods Church. In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he 
writes “therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer up your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God”; I can think of no better example 
of this selfless expression of faith than Kathy and her 
continued dedication to The Lake of the Woods Church. 
I pray that everyone take the time to appreciate the 
work that she does here, and thank her for committing 
her gifts to our worship week in and out!
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10/01 Barbara Crawford
10/01 Ruth Price
10/01 Lee Strain
10/02 Valerie Estela
10/02 Melissa Howard
10/02 Michelle Lyons
10/03 Molly Fulton
10/04 Barry Ferguson
10/04 Dean Slagle
10/05 Boyd Bowers
10/05 William Derryberry
10/05 Lynn Duley
10/06 Chelsea Schafer

10/06 Rose Tuminaro
10/07 Laurie Knights
10/07 Gwen Mallmann
10/08 Janet Bloom
10/08 Rod Lackey
10/08 Ken Pounsberry
10/08 Selena L. Rave
10/09 Suzanne Roberts
10/09 Erin Shafferman
10/11 Nina Jasmann
10/11 Sharon Killian
10/11 Devon Weichel
10/11 Kay Zello
10/12 Ken Johnson
10/12 Theda Massie
10/12 Sally Shope
10/13 Milbrey Bartholow
10/13 Vic Cangelosi
10/13 Gloria Heath
10/13 Roberta Klooster
10/13 Barbara Miller

10/13 Anneliese Rozelle
10/13 Mina Washington
10/15 Dave Dietz
10/15 Kenneth Olson
10/15 John Seymour
10/16 Kathy Baer
10/16 Hugh Risseeuw
10/17 Judith Hall
10/17 Bob Parker
10/18 Dale Gunn
10/19 Vic Larson
10/19 Angie Neely
10/19 Sallie Wallace
10/20 Joyce Bowers
10/20 Bill Jones
10/20 Becky Malamphy
10/20 Thomas Phillips
10/21 Ralph Hollm
10/21 Lynn Manthei
10/21 Janice Renaurd
10/21 Robin Riffe

10/22 Timothy Hall
10/22 Diane Rivenburg
10/23 Squire J. Brooks
10/23 Debbie Risseeuw
10/24 Charlotte Baker
10/24 Leslie Gage
10/25 Patty Bell
10/25 Nancy Moore
10/26 Kelly Dyer
10/26 Jonathan Freshwater
10/27 Dee Adams
10/27 Karl W. Larson
10/28 Gail Smith
10/28 Susan Whitehead
10/29 Bonnie Chadwick
10/29 Jack Gill
10/29 Suzanne Lentine
10/30 Joan Schulle
10/31 Richard Wright

10/03  Paul & Jaynece Harry
10/04  Boyd & Joyce Bowers
10/04  Frank & Ida Cangelosi
10/04  James  & Linda Coleman
10/05  Jeffrey & Melissa Liebold
10/06  Sean & Michele Gill
10/06  Andy & Michelle Hawkins
10/08  John & Normagene Solebello
10/09  Noah & Barbara Rakes
10/11  Jim & Belinda Divelbiss
10/11  Chip & Cheryl Fulghum
10/12  Thomas & Cheryl Phillips
10/12  Andrew & Ruth Rayne
10/13  Alfredo &Daphne Klein
10/14  Christopher & Carrie Browning

10/17  Roy & Susan Cottoms
10/17  John & Melanie Farrell
10/17  Jim & Jean Hopkins
10/17  Mike & Beth Ross
10/18  Marc & Helga Birdsong
10/18  Bob & Eileen McFarland
10/18  Gary  & Holly  Schwartz
10/18  Robert & Karen Whistleman
10/20 Peter & Jean Taylor
10/28  Skip & Liz Bond
10/28  Ted & Joyce Hetrick
10/28  John & Donna Seymour
10/29  George  & Pat Bowman
10/31  Bob & Sally Shope

Have you joined The Lake of the Woods Church? If not, 
why not? 

Perhaps you have been attending church and 
participating in our exciting ministries.

Have you asked the question: “Why should we join? We 
attend church; we send our kids to Sunday school or to 
Vacation Bible School; we give regularly. So what do 
we get for joining that we don’t get now? These are 
very real and important questions and you may have 
other questions holding you back from becoming a 
member. 

If you’re asking these questions or just haven’t gotten 
around to joining, please plan to attend the next 
Discovering LOWC Class. Our clergy and lay leaders will 

help you answer these questions as well as: “Who are 
we?” “What do we believe” and “What do we do here 
at The Lake of Woods Church?” 

Do you understand what we mean by the unusual 
term “multi-denominational?” Are you aware that 
you can join LOWC and still retain your home church 
membership, if that is your desire? Have you become 
familiar with our emphasis on Community Missions and 
desire to be the best for our community?  Have you 
been able to engage with a small group or Bible study 
to enjoy the discipleship opportunities we provide? – 
These very relevant topics will be discussed! And they 
will discuss the next steps you can take in your faith 
journey that may lead to membership.

 “Discovering LOWC” is a prerequisite for membership – 
you can’t get there without it. But its purpose is to help 
you make prayerful decisions about your faith. 

PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER JOINING US AT THE CLASS 
ON  OCTOBER 8TH TO FIND ANSWERS TO THESE 
QUESTIONS!

Blessings, 

Sam Thomsen 
Elder for Outreach
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Women’s Fall Retreat
October 27-28

Speaker:  Susan Yates
Theme:  Is Your God Big Enough?  

Moving Beyond Stuck
at The Lake of the Woods Church
Registration begins October 8th

Cost: $45

Susan Yates has written 15 books and speaks both 
nationally and internationally on the subjects of 
marriage, parenting, and faith issues. Her books 
include And Then I Had Kids: Encouragement 
for Mothers of Young Children;  Raising Kids with 
Character That Lasts (With her husband John). Her 
two new books are Risky Faith, Becoming Brave 
Enough to Trust the God who is Bigger Than Your 
World and the One (Devotional) Book.

She’s the mother of five children (including a set 
of twins) all married and the grandmother of 21 
(including a set of quadruplets!). Susan and her 
husband John have been married 47 years. They 
live in Falls Church, Virginia, a Washington D.C. 
suburb where John is the Senior Pastor of The Falls 
Church Anglican.

Women’s Guild is a multi-denominational program 
open to all women of our church and community.  It 
is the Guild’s desire that each woman participating 
would come to know the love and blessings of Christ 
and experience personal spiritual growth through 
Bible-based devotionals, inspirational speakers, 
prayers, and fellowship provided at each Guild 
meeting, as well as through the many community 
service projects that we support.

Women’s Guild meets regularly on the first and third 
Thursday of every month September through May. 
Each meeting consists of a short devotion, prayer, and 
a featured speaker, plus a light lunch and time for 
fellowship. 

Registration is not necessary, and there is no cost to 
attend. However, if you need childcare, please contact 
Sherri Gaskill by phone at the church 972-9060, or 
by email at sherri@lowchurch.org by the Monday 
preceding the Guild meeting.

Coming up in October:

October 5: Carrie de Salvo will speak about her El 
Camino pilgrimage.

October 19: Tom Tower will speak about his research 
into the Protestant Reformation, which began with 
Martin Luther 500 years ago this year. 
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Mission Partner of the Month for October
MergeLane Media

Submitted by Dave O’Hara, Missions Committee

We are blessed to have Dave and Celia Olson as 
members of our congregation.  LOW Church has been a 
longtime supporter of their ministry, MergeLane Media 
(MLM).  MLM was founded in 2009 by the Olson’s.  They 
have been involved in media ministry for 30 years and 
lead a team of wonderful people who have taken their 
work to the very ends of the earth.  When asked why they 
started MLM, they told us “We 
started this ministry because 
of a call from God but the 
passion we have for media 
and its reach into the lives 
of people gave legs to the 
dream. Mergelane motto is: 
Merging truth and technology 
to transform lives!!!”

MLM specializes in 
transformational technology 
services to transform lives, 
ministries and schools.  Their 
major focus is remote areas 
who don’t have the services 
the rest of the world enjoys 
but must depend upon mobile 
media.  The future belongs to that which is mobile.  In a 
world where there are 7,000,000,000 mobile devices: 
where Americans spent 121,000,000,000 minutes liking, 
posting, tweeting or otherwise engaged with social 
media during July 2013 alone; where every minute 48 
hours of videos are uploaded to YouTube; they recognize 
that the audience for the Gospel has moved and the 
missionaries must engage the people where they live!  
They reach the lost.

For the past 10 years in Ecuador between 150 – 175 
people respond to MLM messages and are introduced 
to Jesus each week.  Doors have opened for networks 
around the Spanish speaking world starting in Peru with 
Light 4 Lima.  In 2015, MLM trained leaders to respond 
to the calls and engage callers/internet users and others 
in making the introduction to Jesus and a local church.

They empower planting new ministries – MLM empowers 
church planting and church planters in remote areas of 
Latin America, Siberia and beyond using mobile media 
tools.  Generous offerings from so many have enabled 
them to connect daughter church plants in remote 
areas of Siberia using satellite technology. These new 
pastors who had only received 3 months of Bible training 
are now being empowered by being connected to 

their mother church and are growing.  They in turn are 
planting additional churches.

They train new leaders for their work. They are leading 
the development of a training system, Missionary 
Formation and Orientation (MFO) for new missionaries 
to better equip them as they prepare to respond to the 
call to missions. Partnering with Arkeo they will reduce 
the costs of training, provide more “on time” delivery 
of training resources and better equip the missionaries 
who are being called to serve.  The Caribbean School 
of Theology, (CST) has partnered with MLM to train 
leaders on more than 50 islands in the Caribbean. 
CSTclassrooms – is giving those who can’t come to school 
the ability to attend virtual classrooms and be prepared 
for ministry. They are also working with 1317 Bible schools 
in the development of “plan Basico” or basic Bible 
training for all the Spanish speaking world.  Their goal 
is to reach the unreached and deliver the Gospel to 

the most remote areas of our 
world.

Most recently, MLM launched 
two eBridge tools in the Far 
East and in Africa enabling 
believers to connect and be 
trained in ways that hadn’t 
been explored prior to the 
launch of their wireless network 
hubs.  

As for future goals, Dave 
said “We have worked 
and ministered in 80 plus 
countries but the most exciting 
opportunity we have in front of 
us is the launch of our pastoral 
training for the nation of 
Kenya. We were just there at 

the invitation of the leadership of two schools and were 
asked to help plan and execute pastor training using the 
tools we have developed in 21 different training centers 
across the country. We have worked for 4 years to be 
ready for this project and are delighted to see it coming 
to fulfillment. There is so much to do and yet God is able 
to bring it to pass.”

On a personal note, Dave and Celia have been 
married for 40 years and have two daughters, Heather 
and Amanda - 34 and 35 respectively, and several 
grandchildren.   Please join us in praying for Dave and 
Celia, their family, and their ministry team.

Check out the Olson’s 
ministry at 
www.mergelanemedia.
com.   Questions for Dave 
and Celia can be directed 
to Email:   
dolson@
mergelanemedia.com
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Sunday School Classes  
by Sparky Watson

A few weeks ago Dr. Howe, in his sermon, encouraged 
all of us to spend more time studying the Bible.  One 
very good way to do that is attending a Bible study 
class on Sunday mornings.  We have two classes 
available in every time slot (8:30, 9:45, 11:00).  Try 
one that you think will work with your schedule.  You 
will meet some great people doing the same thing, 
learning what the Bible teaches us.
 
Phil Herron’s 8:30 and 11:00 Bible studies meet in 
the Library.  They are currently in a series of short 
1-2 month topical studies in which they are seeking 
answers to commonly asked Bible questions.  Near 
term questions involve digging into two of Jesus’ 
difficult parables for answers and seeking to discover 
the identity of the Star of Bethlehem.  They will also be 
engaged in discovery of amazing Bible patterns.  Bring 
your questions and come join anytime.

The Beareans class meets at 8:30.  Acts 17:11 tells 
us “they (the Bereans) received the word with all 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily…”.  Our 
Sunday morning Bible Study meets in the Charter 
room.  We study the Scriptures one book at a time 
and work our way through one verse at a time.  Sparky 
Watson leads the class and the format is not lecturing 
but open discussion.  It is a great way to start your 
Sunday worship.

Join us Sunday mornings at 9:45 in the Founders 
Room to strengthen our families by doing 
life together—figuring out how the Bible applies, 
praying for each other, and supporting one another 
on our spiritual journey. Bring your family because 
there are childcare and Sunday school classes for your 
children. We also have food!  INTENTIONAL is currently 
discussing what it means to be connected in the 
community, to come alongside one another on the 
journey and to become more like Jesus

The Reflectors adult education group gathers each 
week with their Bibles and hearts open to study 
scripture passages or spiritual insights from a variety 
of teachers.  They comment on their class name 
from time to time as they ponder scripture, seek to 
reflect the love of Christ to the world, and consider the 
teachings of various Bible scholars.  They meet each 
Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in the Charter Room.  Contact 
Marvin or Bonnie Snoddy for information.  Lynn 
Manthei is discussion facilitator.

Would you like to discuss the exciting and moving 
messages you learned in today’s sermon?  If so, please 
come and participate in interesting interpretations 
of our pastors’ messages through discussion, further 
study of the sermon’s text, and personal “takes” on 
the messages.  The class meets at 11:00 in the Charter 
Room and welcomes everyone to join in this helpful 
time of studying God’s Word and messages.  Often 
there is space on the last page of the worship leaflet 
for notes, if you would like to prepare to participate.  
Come and join.

Home Helps Weekend

This has been a busy summer for the Home Helps Ministry, with 9 projects completed in August alone. The 
fall Home Helps mission is imminent, October 13 and 14.  For four years participants in this ministry have given 
the love of Jesus to over 100 homes through physical helps in and around the house. Raking leaves, installing 
windows, fixing leaks, building ramps, cleaning gutters, hauling discarded items, restoring security lights- 
these are just some of the jobs done in the past year. People change, tasks change, but the need does not. 
Identifying homeowners who need help is not always easy. If you know someone who needs help with home 
projects please contact Dave Blackistone, 972-3555 or dblackistone1@verizon.net. The ministry will pay for all 
materials used.

If you wish to volunteer to help please fill out a registration form at the church (Gathering Place) or register at 
the Community Mission kiosk.
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Do you dread on-line shopping for the 
holidays? Fear those dreaded packages 
dropped on your doorstep by big-box shops?  
Low prices, but....then there’s those dreaded 
shipping charges?

Never fear--we’ve got you covered.  The 
LOWC crazy crafters have been busy all year 
and the Annual Arts & Craft Bazaar is upon 
us!   Once again, we’ll have it all ready for you, 
from A to Z, for all your family, friends, that 
special teacher you want to recognize, and 
that special neighbor or friend you never want 
to forget!  From American Girl doll clothes, 
to quintessential quilts, to zippered bags, 
and everything in between, from household 
to holidays, we’ve worked hard to make 
something for everyone on your list.  And, NO 
shipping charges, because all you have to do 
is come to your friendly neighborhood church, 
mix & mingle with friends & neighbors, enjoy 
a breakfast or lunch (Saturday only), browse 
and shop to your heart’s content!  All major 
credit cards accepted for purchases except 
for breakfast and lunch (cash only please).

No matter the weather outside, it will be sunny and 
warm inside, so come join us for fun, shopping, and 
merriment! November 11 and 12, 9-2 on Saturday, and 
9-1 on Sunday, -- see you there!!

A handmade ivory Swedish weaving afghan made by eighteen 
women of the church as a joint project of the SWSW (Simply 
Wonderful Swedish Weavers group.)   Tickets may be purchased on 
Sunday, Oct. 29 at a display of the afghan and other bazaar items 
in the Gathering Place between services or from any weaver in the 
group between now and the Bazaar.  Single tickets are $5 or 3 for $10.  
The dimensions of the afghan are 60” x 90” and will be a decorative 
and functional piece in any home.  If you have questions, please 
contact Nancy Bowles or Barbara Crawford. 

Blanket Raffle! 
A beautiful new item has been added to the excitement 
of the Fall Bazaar all proceeds will benefit the LOWC  
Summer Youth Missions work. 
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WeekLy ACtivities 
MonDAy

   8:30 am     Aerobics  
   1:00 pm     Prayer Shawl Ministry — (3rd Mon) 
  5:00 pm     Bell Choir - Sanctuary 
  7:00 pm      AA Group   
tuesDAy

  7:30 am     Pastor’s Bible Study for Men 
  9:30 am    LOWC Crafters Group
10:00 am    Ladies Bible Study 
 2:00  pm     Chronic Illness Support Grp. (2nd & 4th)  
 3:30  pm Good News Clubs 
 5:30  pm   Senior Singles  
   call Carol  972-8196 or Joyce 972-4023
 6:30  pm   Shining Hands Ministry  
 7:00  pm   Praise Team Practice 
 7:00  pm   Healing Hearts Grief Support Group  
 7:00  pm   Choir Practice
WeDnesDAy

  8:30 am   Aerobics 
  9:00 am   MOPS 
10:00 am   Restoration Dance Preparation       
10:00 am   Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support  (3rd )
 6:00 pm   Communion Service 

 Wednesday Cont: 
6:00 pm   Youth Group Dinner   
 6:30 pm  Children’s Choir  
 6:30 pm   Middle and  High School Youth Group 
 6:30 pm   MOMs Next—Library
 7:00 pm Adult Elective Education Classes 
 7:00 pm   AA “Big Book” — Rt. 20 - Suite O 
 7:00 pm  Children’s Mid Week Program 
thursDAy

 9:00  am   Shepherds Meeting  (3rd Thurs)
 9:30  am   Prayer Group — Mary Ryan’s House 
10:00 am   Women’s Guild  (1st & 3rd) 
1:00   pm   Second Half of Life Bible Study  
 5:00  pm   Living Water Community Clinic  
   Medical Office Appointments 
 6:00  pm   RISE Special Needs — RISE Ctr on Rt. 20 
fridAy

 8:30  am   Aerobics   
10:00 am   Malachi 3:16 Bible Study 
 7:00  pm   AA Group — Rt. 20- Suite O
sAturDAy

 7:00 am   Men’s Bible Study Group  
10:00 am   Restoration Dance Ministry  —  WC     

Pastors in Worship
October

oCtober 1 - CoMMunion sunDAy 
 8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Rev. Adam Colson
 9:45  Blended   Dr. John W. Howe
11:00  Contemporary  Dr. John W. Howe
oCtober 8 - DisCovery CLAss

 8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Blended   Rev. Adam Colson
11:00  Contemporary  Rev. Adam Colson
oCtober 15 - bAptisM CLAss

 8:30  Traditional   Rev. Jordan Medas
 9:45  Traditional   Rev. Jordan Medas
 9:45  Blended   Dr. John W. Howe
11:00  Contemporary  Dr. John W. Howe
oCtober 22 - bAptisM sunDAy

 8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Blended   Rev. Adam Colson
11:00  Contemporary  Rev. Adam Colson
oCtober 29 - neW MeMbership sunDAy

8:30  Traditional   Dr. John W. Howe
 9:45  Traditional   Rev. Jordan Medas
 9:45  Blended   Dr. John W. Howe
11:00  Contemporary  Dr. John W. Howe



15

Board of Elders 
Monthly Meeting 

Third Monday of Every Month: 

Next Meeting:  
Monday October 18th

7:00 PM  
Charter Room 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
& Pot Luck Luncheon

Sunday December 10th
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 We want to hear about the things  
happening in the church, in your ministries 
and small groups.  Write an article for the 

CrossCurrents!  Contact Chris Wagoner in the 
church office for more information.   

Submission deadline is  
4:00 p.m. the 2nd Monday of the month. 

CrossCurrents is a publication of  
The Lake of the Woods Church 

 1 Church Lane 
Locust Grove, VA  22508
(540) 972-9060     

 Visit us online: 
www.lowchurch.org 

www.lowchurchyouth.org

Operation Christmas Child Collection week is in November so now 
is the time to start collecting goodies for the boxes. Suggestions 
for the boxes are: school supplies, re-usable shopping bag, 
T-shirts, ball caps, socks, gloves, hygiene items, and of course, fun 
toys that do not require batteries. Also consider sewing needles 
and thread, fabric squares, scissors, hammer, and nails. Prohibited 
items are war related items such as toy knives or guns, things that 
melt like candles, and liquids of any type, to include toothpaste. 
Give a shoebox--the child will receive the salvation message with 
it. Matthew 25:40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.”   
Questions?  Email Cheryl Phillips at Slatersteam@verizon.net
 


